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PR  E  F  A  C  E 


JHOMAS  HUTCHINSON,  the  Hifto- 
rian  of  Maffachufetts,  was  born  in  Bofton, 
>^  September  9th,  1 7 1 1 .  He  belonged  to  a  family 
confpicuous  in  the  annals  of  New  England, 
id  connedted  with  many  of  thofe  who  had  borne 
a  prominent  part  in  the  government  of  the  colonies.  His 
grandfather  was  the  only  fon  of  Edward  Hutchinfon,  an 
early  fettler  in  Bofton,  and  fon  of  the  famous  Miftrefs 
Anne  Hutchinfon,  whofe  heretical  difquifitions  had  almoft 
overthrown  the  plan  of  the  fettlement  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts. William  Hutchinfon,  the  founder  of  the  family 
here,  was  from  Lincolnfhire,  and  undoubtedly  ranked 
among  the  gentry  of  his  day.  In  the  lucceeding  genera- 
tions, the  anceftors  of  Thomas  Hutchinfon  intermarried 
with  the  Hawkins  and  Fofter  families,  and  became  allied 
with  the  Clarks,  Welfteeds,  Davenports,  Rucks,  Winflows 
and  Mathers,  names  intimately  affociated  with  our  hif- 
tory. 
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Thomas  Hutchinlbn  was  admitted  into  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1723,  and  was  graduated  in  1727;  he  did  not 
enter  one  of  the  learned  profeflions,  however,  but  engaged 
in  mercantile  bufinefs. 

Of  the  prominent  part  he  took  in  political  life,  it  is 
not  our  duty  to  fpeak.  It  is  fufficient  to  fay  that  he  was 
a  feledtman  in  1738,  then  the  agent  of  the  town  in  Great 
Britain,  reprefentative  and  fpeaker  three  years.  In  1749 
he  was  chofen  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  in  1752 
he  fucceeded  his  uncle,  Edward  Hutchinfon,  as  Judge  of 
Probate.  In  1758  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, and  in  1760,  alfo  Chief  Juftice  of  Maffachufetts. 
He  ad:ed  as  Governor  at  different  times  previous  to 
March,  1771,  when  he  was  commiffioned  to  that  office, 
and  he  held  it  until  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Gage  in  May, 
1774- 

It  is  of  courfe  well  known  that  he  remained  in  Eng- 
land and  took  fides  with  the  Crown  in  the  war  for 
Independence. 

In  the  recent  edition  of  Sabine's  American  Loyalijis, 
that  able  writer  has  fummed  up  the  confliding  views  of 
Hutchinfon's  charadler  with  charity  and  juftice:  "  The 
regularity  of  his  life,  his  fympathy  for  the  diflreffed,  his 
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affability,  his  integrity,  his  induftry,  his  talents  for  bufi- 
nefs  and  the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  his  fluency  and 
grace  as  a  public  fpeaker,  his  command  of  temper  and 
courteoufnefs  under  provocation;  united  to  form  a  rare 
man,  and  to  give  him  a  rare  influence."  "  It  may  not 
be  poflible  to  form  a  corred:  opinion  of  the  charadler  and 
motives  of  adfion  of  Governor  Hutchinfon.  But  I  can- 
not think  that  his  contemporaries  among  the  Whigs  did 
him  exaft  juftice.  The  fpontaneous  and  univerfal  refpedt 
in  which  he  was  held  by  all  parties  previous  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary controverfy  —  the  long,  faithful  and  highly 
valuable  fervices  which  he  rendered  his  native  Colony  — 
furely  entitled  him  to  honorable  mention  then,  and  to  our 
regard  now."  The  events  now  occurring  in  our  country 
may  well  make  us  charitable  towards  the  political  mif- 
takes  of  men  whofe  high  pofition  render  a  prompt  deci- 
fion  unavoidable  and  irrevocable. 

To  confider  a  more  agreeable  feature  in  his  character, 
and  one  concerning  which  none  will  difpute,  is  our  pre- 
fent  duty.  Gov.  Hutchinfon  was  emphatically  the  hif- 
torian  of  New  England,  and  his  antiquarian  zeal  has  been 
the  means  of  preferving  a  mofl  interefling  portion  of  our 
annals.  The  colledtion  of  papers  and  traditionary  know- 
ledge he  inherited  was  large,  but,  as  we  fhall  fee,  he  had 
alfo  fpecial  opportunities  afforded  him  to  prepare  himfelf 
for  his  work. 
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In  the  Introdudlion  to  the  Hijiory  of  King  Philip's 
War,  Mr.  S.  G.  Drake  has  cited  letters  written  by  Rev. 
Samuel  Mather  of  Bofton,  the  brother-in-law  of  Thomas 
Hutchinfon.  He  writes,  "  My  Father's  Library  was  by 
far  the  moft  valuable  Part  of  the  family  Property.  It 
confifted  of  7000  or  8000  Volumes  of  the  moft  curious 
and  chofen  Authors,  and  a  prodigious  Number  of  valua- 
ble Manufcripts,  which  had  been  collected  by  my  An- 
ceftors  for  five  Generations."  Again,  writing  in  1784, 
"There  were  feveral  Letters  I  had,  original  Letters, 
written  by  the  renowned  Oliver  Cromwell  to  my  Great- 
grandfather, Mr.  John  Cotton,  which  I  lent  to  your 
carelefs  Uncle,  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  and  as  I  fuppofe,  they 
are  irrecoverably  loft  and  gone :  I  furniftied  him,  as  I 
fuppofe  you  know,  with  moft  of  the  Materials  of  which 
his  Hiftory  was  compofed  :  And  I  am  forry  that  he  made 
no  better  Ufe  of  them  :  For  he  has  mifreprefented  and 
mifapplied  feveral  Things  of  which  I  had  given  him 
better  Information." 

Governor  Hutchinfon  ftates  in  the  Preface  to  his  Hif- 
tory of  the  Colony  of  Majfachufetts  Bay,  "  The  repeated 
deftruftion  of  ancient  records  and  papers  by  fire  in  the 
town  of  Bofton  firft  inclined  me  to  endeavour  the  pre- 
fervation  of  fuch  materials  as  remained  proper  for  an  hif- 
tory of  the   Mafi"achufetts  colony.     Many  fuch  came  to 


Preface.  vii 

me,,  from  my  anceftors,  who  for  four  fucceffive  genera- 
tions had  been  principal  adlors  in  public  affairs;  among 
the  reft  a  manufcript  hiftory  of  Mr.  William  Hubbard, 
which  is  carried  down  to  the  year  1680,  but  after  1650 
contains  but  few  fadts.  The  former  part  of  it  has  been 
of  great  ufe  to  me.  It  was  fo  to  Dr.  Mather  in  his  hif- 
tory, of  which  Mr.  Neale's  is  little  more  than  an  abridg- 
ment. I  made  what  coUedlions  I  could  of  ihe  private 
papers  of  others  of  our  firft  fettlers,  but  in  this  I  have 
not  had  the  fuccefs  I  defired.  The  defcendants  of 
fome  of  them  are  poffeffed  of  many  valuable  letters  and 
other  manufcripts,  but  have  not  leifure  or  inclination  to 
look  into  them  themfelves,  and  yet  will  not  fuffer  it  to 
be  done  by  others.  I  am  obliged  to  no  perfon  more 
than  to  my  friend  and  brother,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Mather, 
whofe  library  has  been  open  to  me,  as  it  had  been  before 
to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Prince,  who  had  taken  from  thence 
the  greateft  and  moft  valuable  part  of  what  he  had  col- 
ledled." 

The  firft  volume  of  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory  was  publifhed 
in  1 764,  and  the  work  has  paffed  through  three  editions.  A 
very  interefting  bibliographical  iTcetch  of  thefe  books  was 
publiflied  in  1857,  by  Charles  Deane,  Efq.  The  prefent 
Colleftion  of  Papers,  as  the  preface  ftates,  was  "  intended 
to  fupport  and  elucidate  the  principal  fadls  related  in  the 
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firft  part  of  the  Hiftory,  and  may  ferve  as  an  Appendix 
to  it.  The  Author  of  that  Hiftory  was  poflefTed  of  many 
other  ancient  and  very  curious  original  papers  which  are 
irrevocably  loft  by  an  unfortunate  event,  fufficiently 
known." 

This  "unfortunate  event"  was  thus  defcribed  by 
Hutchinfon  in  the  preface  of  the  fecond  volume  of  the 
Hiftory: 

"The  ftamp-adl  had  difturbed  the  minds  of  the  people 
of  America.  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  aft'airs,  the  vicious,  the 
abandoned  have  a  peculiar  opportunity  of  gratifying  their 
corrupt  aff"edlions  of  envy,  malice  and  revenge.  I  had  in 
public  and  private,  in  every  way  and  manner  which  ap- 
peared to  me  the  moft  prudent,  endeavored  to  fhow  the 
inexpediency  of  an  adt  of  parliament  of  this  nature ; 
but  an  unaccountable  jealoufy  of  the  contrary  had  been 
infufed  into  the  mind  of  the  populace,  and  being  thus 
mifguided,  they.expreffed  their  refentment  and  rage  by 
breaking  into  my  houfe,  deftroying  and  fcattering  all  my 
furniture,  books,  papers,  &c.  The  fober,  virtuous  part  of 
the  province  exprefled  the  greateft  deteftation  of  this  adt 
of  violence,  and  few  or  none  ventured  to  juftify  or  ap- 
prove of  it.  The  lofs  which  I  fuftained,  fo  far  as  it  was 
reparable,  by  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  recommenda- 


Preface.  ix 

tion  to  the  province  and  their  generous  grant  in  confe- 
quence  of  it,  both  which,  in  this  public  manner,  I  moft 
gratefully  acknowledge,  has  been  repaired  or  compenfated, 
but  the  lofs  of  many  papers  and  books  as  well  as  manu- 
fcripts,befides  my  family  memorials,  never  can  be  repaired. 

"  For  feveral  days,  I  had  no  hopes  of  recovering  any 
confiderable  part  of  my  hiftory,  but  by  the  great  care  and 
pains  of  my  good  friend  and  neighbour,  the  reverend 
Mr.  Eliot,  who'received  into  his  houfe  all  my  books  and 
papers  which  were  faved,  the  whole  manufcripts,  except 
8  or  ID  fheets,  were  colle<fled  together,  and  altho'  it  had 
lain  in  the  flreet  fcattered  abroad  feveral  hours  in  the 
rain,  yet  fo  much  of  it  was  legible  as  that  I  was  able  to 
fupply  the  reft  and  tranfcribe  it.  The  moft  valuable, 
materials  were  loft,  fome  of  which  I  deligned  to  have 
publiftied  in  the  appendix.  I  pray  God  to  forgive  the 
adtors  in  and  advifers  to  this  moft  favage  and  inhuman 
injury,  and  I  hope  their  pofterity  will  read  with  pleafure 
and  profit  what  has  fo  narrowly  efcaped  the  outrage  of 
their  anceftors." 

It  is  well  known   that  in  1828,   the  third  volume  of 

Hutchinfon's  Hiftory  was  publifhed  from  his  manufcript. 

The   editor,   John  Hutchinfon,   ftated  that   many  other 

papers  belonging  to  his  grandfather  remained  unprinted, 
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and  it  will  be  noticed  in  the  preface  to  this  work  that 
another  volume  was  contemplated  by  the  hiftorian.  In 
Notes  and  Queries  (2nd  S.  vii,  240),  another  defcendant 
of  Governor  Hutchinfon  has  recorded  the  faft  that  thefe 
papers  are  ftill  preferved.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  fome 
opportunity  will  be  prefented  by  which  thefe  moft  inter- 
efting  documents  may  be  laid  before  the  American  public. 

The  prefent  edition  of  Hutchinfon's  Papers  it  is  hoped 
will  fupply  an  acknowledged  want,  fince  the  volume  has 
never  been  reprinted.  Although  fince  thefe  papers  origin- 
ally appeared,  the  hiftories  of  Winthrop  and  Bradford 
have  been  made  available  to  us,  and  the  colledlions  of 
various  hiftorical  focieties  and  the  official  records  of  the 
different  colonies  have  furnifhed  us  with  information 
denied  to  Hutchinfon,  thefe  papers  have  not  loft  their 
intereft  or  value. 

It  has  not  been  the  intention  of  the  editors  to  indulge 
in  long  annotations.  Regarding  the  volume  as  contain- 
ing the  note  of  Hutchinfon's  hiftory,  it  has  been  thought 
befl  to  leave  the  different  articles  as  felf-explanatory. 
Care  has  been  taken,  however,  to  compare  the  text  with 
the  originals  or  with  authentic  copies  wherever  it  could 
be  done,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  voluine  has  been 
thus  verified. 
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In  view  of  a  prevalent  opinion  that  Hutchinfon  was 
not  always  accurate, — a  point  of  importance  when  the 
originals  of  fo  many  documents  have  difappeared, —  it  is 
with  the  higheft  fatisfadlion  that  we  have  to  report  that 
he  was  a  moft  careful  and  exadl  copyift.  Very  few  mif- 
takes  have  been  found  in  his  tranfcripts,  and  certainly  not 
the  flighteft  fufpicion  can  attach  to  him  of  having  altered 
or  omitted  a  word  in  a  partizan  fpirit. 

We  do  not  deem  it  too  much  to  fay,  that  the  docu- 
ments here  printed  may  be  accepted  without  the  flighteft 
hefitation  as  to  the  entire  fidelity  with  which  they  have 
been  tranfcribed  by  the  greateft  of  the  hiftorians  of  Maf- 
fachufetts. 
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The  Preface 


THE  natural  increafe  of  people  upon  the 
Britifh  continent  of  North-America  is 
fo  great  as  to  make  it  highly  probable  that  in 
a  few  generations  more  a  mighty  Empire  will 
be  formed  there. 

The  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  feveral  Colonies, 
of  which  this  Empire  will  be  conftituted,  will 
be  fubjedls  of  entertainment  for  fpeculative  and 
ingenious  minds  in  diftant  ages. 

He  who  refcues  from  oblivion  interefting 
hiftorical  fa6ls  is  beneficial  to  pofterity  as  well 
as  to  his  contemporaries,  and  the  profpeft  thereof 
to  a  benevolent  mind  caufes  that  employment 
to  be  agreeable  and  pleafant  which  otherwife 
would  be  irkfome  and  painful. 

The 
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The  papers  of  which  this  volume  confifts  are 
intended  to  fupport  and  elucidate  the  principal 
fa6ls  related  in  the  firjft  part  of  the  Hiftory  of 
Maflachufets-Bay,  and  may  ferve  as  an  Appendix 
to  it. 

The  author  of  that  Hiftory  was  poflefled  of 
many  other  ancient  and  very  curious  original 
papers,  which  are  irrecoverably  loft  by  an  un- 
fortunate event,  fufficiently  known. 

If  this  Colleftion  fhall  be  favourably  received, 
another  volume  of  Papers  will  probably  be  pub- 
lifhed,  to  ferve  as  an  Appendix  to  the  fecond 
part  of  the  fame  Hiftory. 

[H.  ] 
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Relative  to  Maflachufetts-Bay. 
Maflachufetts  Colony  Charter.* 

CHARLES  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Scot- 
land, France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c. 

To  all  to  whom  thefe  Prefents  fhall  come,   Greeting. 

WHEREAS  our  moft  deare  and  royal  Father  King 
James  of  blefied  memory,  by  his  Highnefs's 
letters  patents  beareing  date  at  Weftminfter  the 
third  day  of  November,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
his  reign,  hath  given  and  granted  unto  the  Councel  eftablifhed 
at  Plymouth  in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting, 
ruling,  ordering  and  governing  of  New-England  in  America, 
and  to  their  heirs,  fucceflburs  and  affignes  for  ever :  All  that 
part  of  America  lying  and  being  in  breadth  from  fourty  de- 
grees of  northerly  latitude  from  the  equinoxtiall  line,  to 
fourty  eight  degrees  of  the  faid  northerly  latitude  inclufively, 
and  in  length  of  and  within  all  the  breadth  aforefaid  through- 
out the  maine  lands  from  fea  to  fea,  together  alfo  with  all 
B  the 

*This  firfl;  Charter  of  the  MafTachufetts  Colony  has  never  been  printed. 
There  are  very  few  Manufcript  Copies  of  it.  Thofe  are  liable  to  fo  many  acci- 
dents that  it  is  thought  proper  to  publifli  it  as  the  moft  likely  means  of  preventing 
it's  being  irrecoverably  loft. — H. 
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the  firme  lands,  foyles,  grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters, 
fifhing,  mines  and  mineralls,  as  well  royall  mines  of  gould 
and  filver,  as  other  mines  and  mineralls,  precious  ftones,  quar- 
2]  ries,  and  all  and  Angular  other  commodities,  jurifdiftions, 
privileges,  franchifes  and  preheminences  both  within  the  faid 
traft  of  land  upon  the  maine,  and  alfo  within  the  iflands  and 
feas  adjoining.  Provided  always  that  the  faid  iflands  or  any 
the  premifes  by  the  faid  letters  patent  intended  and  meant  to 
be  granted  were  not  then  aftually  poflefTed  or  inhabited  by 
any  other  chriflian  prince,  or  ftate,  nor  within  the  bounds 
limits  or  territories  of  the  Southern  Colony  then  before 
granted  by  our  faid  deare  father  to  be  planted  by  fuch  of  his 
loving  fubjefts  in  the  fouthern  parts.  To  have  and  to  hold 
pofTefs  and  enjoy  all  and  Angular  the  aforefaid  continent, 
lands,  territories,  iflands,  hereditaments  and  precinfts,  feas, 
waters,  fifliings,  with  all  and  all  manner  their  commodities, 
royalties,  liberties,  preheminences,  and  profits  that  fliould 
from  thenceforth  arife  from  thence  with  all  and  Angular  their 
appurtenances,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  unto  the 
faid  Councel,  and  their  fucceflbrs  and  affignes  for  ever,  to  the 
fole  and  proper  ufe,  benefit  and  behoof  of  them  the  faid 
Councel  and  their  fucceflbrs  and  afligns  forever:  To  be 
houlden  of  our  faid  mofl;  dear  and  royal  Father,  his  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs,  as  of  his  manor  of  Eafl;  Greenwich  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  not  in 
Capite  nor  by  knights  fervice.  Yielding  and  paying  there- 
fore to  the  faid  late  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  the  fifth 
part  of  the  oare  of  gould  and  filver  which  fliould  from  time 
to  time  and  at  all  times  thenafter  happen  to  be  found,  gotten, 
had  and  obtained  in,  at  or  within  any  of  the  faid  lands,  limits, 
territories  and  precinfts,  or  in  or  within  any  part  or  parcel 
thereof,  for  or  in  refpe6t  of  all  and  all  manner  of  duties, 
demands  and  fervices  whatfoever  to  be  done  made  or  paid  to 
our  faid  dear  Father  the  late  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  ; 
as  in  and  by  the  faid  letters  patent  (amongfl:  fundry  other 

claufes, 
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claufes,  powers,  privileges  and  grants  therein  contained) 
more  at  large  appeareth.  And  whereas  the  faid  Councel 
eftablifhed  at  Plymouth  in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the 
planting,  ruling,  ordering  and  governing  of  New-England 
in  America,  have  by  their  deed  indented  under  their  com- 
mon feal,  bearing  date  the  nineteenth  day  of  March  laft  paft, 
in  the  third  year  of  our  reign,  given,  granted,  bargained, 
fold,  enfeoffed,  aliened  and  confirmed  to  Sir  Henry  Rofe-  [3 
well,  Sir  John  Young,  knights,  Thomas  Southcott,  John 
Humphrey,  John  Endecott  and  Symon  Whetcomb,  their 
heirs  and  affociates  forever,  all  that  part  of  New-England  in 
America  afforesaid  which  lieth  and  extendeth  between  a  great 
river  there  commonly  called  Monomack,  alias  Merriemack, 
and  a  certain  other  river  there  called  Charles  river,  being  the 
bottom  of  a  certain  bay  there  commonly  called  Maflachu- 
fetts,  alias  Mattachufetts,  alias  Maffatufetts  bay,  and  alfo  all 
and  Angular  thofe  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever  lying 
and  being  within  the  fpace  of  three  Englifli  miles  on  the 
fouth  part  of  the  faid  Charles  river,  or  of  any  or  every  part 
thereof,  and  alfo  all  and  fingular  the  lands  and  hereditaments 
whatfoever,  lying  and  being  within  the  fpace  of  three  Englifh 
miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  fouthermoft  part  of  the  faid 
bay  called  Maflachufetts,  alias  Mattachufetts,  alias  Maffatu- 
fetts bay,  and  alfo  all  thofe  lands  and  hereditaments  which 
lye  and  be  within  the  fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles  to  the 
northward  of  the  faid  river  called  Monomack  alias  Merry- 
mack,  or  to  the  northward  of  any  and  every  part  thereof, 
and  all  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying  within  the 
limits  aforefaid,  north  and  fouth,  in  latitude  and  breadth, 
and  in  length  and  longitude,  of  and  within  all  the  breadth 
aforefaid,  throughout  the  main  lands  there,  from  the  Atlan- 
tick  and  weftern  fea  and  ocean  on  the  eaft  part  to  the  fouth 
fea  on  the  weft  part,  and  all  lands  and  grounds,  place  and 
places,  foils,  wood  and  wood  grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers, 
waters,  fifhings  and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying  within 

the 
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the  faid  bounds  and  limits,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof, 
and  alfo  all  iflands  lying  in  America  aforefaid  in  the  faid  feas 
or  either  of  them  on  the  wefterne  or  eafterne  coafts  or  parts 
of  the  faid  trafts  of  land  by  the  faid  indenture  mentioned  to 
be  given,  granted,  bargained,  fold,  enfeoffed,  aliened  and 
confirmed  or  any  of  them  :  And  alfo  all  mines  and  mineralls, 
as  well  royall  mines  of  gould  and  filver,  as  other  mines  and 
mineralls  whatfoever  in  the  faid  lands  and  premiffes  or  any 
part  thereof:  And  all  jurifdiftions,  rights,  royalties,  liberties, 
4]  freedoms,  immunities,  priviledges,  franchifes,  preheminen- 
cies,  and  commodities  whatfoever,  which  they  the  faid 
Councel  eflablifhed  at  Plymouth  in  the  county  of  Devon  for 
the  planting  ruling  ordering  and  governing  of  New-England 
in  America  then  had  or  might  ufe  exercife  or  enjoy,  in  and 
within  the  faid  lands  and  premifes  by  the  faid  indenture 
mentioned  to  be  given,  granted,  bargained,  fould,  enfeoffed 
and  confirmed,  or  in  or  within  any  part  or  parcel  thereof. 
To  have  and  to  hould  the  faid  part  of  New-England  in 
America  which  lyes  and  extends  and  is  abutted  as  aforefaid, 
and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof;  And  all  the  faid  iflands, 
rivers,  ports,  havens,  waters,  fifhings,  mines  and  minerals, 
jurifdiftions,  franchifes,  royalties,  liberties,  priviledges,  com- 
modities, hereditaments  and  premiffes  whatfoever,  with  the 
appurtenances,  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Younge,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott 
and  Symon  Whetcomb,  their  heirs  and  affigns,  and  their 
affociates,  to  the  only  proper  and  abfolute  ufe  and  behoof  of 
the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Thomas 
Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott  and  Symon 
Whetcomb,  their  heires  and  aflignes,  and  their  affociates  for- 
evermore.  To  be  houlden  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
as  of  our  mannor  of  Eafl  Greenwich  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  not  in  Capite,  nor  by 
knights  fervice,  yielding  and  paying  therefore  unto  us,  our 
heirs  and  fucceffors,   the  fifte  part  of  the  oare  of  gould  and 

filver 
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filver  which  fliall  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter 
happen  to  be  found,  gotten,  had  and  obtained,  in  any  of  the 
faid  lands  within  the  faid  limits,  or  in  or  within  any  part 
thereof,  for  and  in  fatisfacftion  of  all  manner  of  duties, 
demands  and  fervices  whatfoever,  to  be  done,  made  or  paid 
to  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceflbrs,  as  in  and  by  the  faid  recited  in- 
denture more  at  lardge  may  appear.  Now  know  ye,  that  we,  at 
the  humble  fuite  and  petition  of  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,. 
Sir  John  Younge,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John 
Endecott  and  Simon  Whetcomb,  and  of  others  whom  they 
have  aflbciated  unto  them,  Have,  for  divers  good  caufes  and 
confiderations  us  moving,  granted  and  confirmed,  and  by 
thefe  prefents  of  our  efpeciall  grace,  certain  knowledge  and 
meere  motion  do  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  [5 
Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Hum- 
frey, John  Endecott,  and  Simon  Whetcombe,  and  to  their 
afTociates*  hereafter  named  (videlicet)  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall 
Knt.  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew 
Cradock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry, 
Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  VafTal, 
Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  GofFe,  Thomas  Adams,  John 
Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  VafTal, 
William  Pinchion,  and  George  Foxcroft  their  heirs  and  af- 
fignes,  all  the  faid  part  of  New  England  in  America,  lyeing 
and  extending  betweene  the  bounds  and  limits  in  the  faid  re- 
cited indenture  expreffed,  and  all  lands  and  grounds,  place  and 
places,  foyles,  wood  and  wood  grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers, 
waters,  mines,  mineralls,  jurifdidions,  rights,  royalties,  liber- 
ties, freedoms,  immunities,   priviledges,  franchifes,  prehemi- 

nences, 

*  Thefe  aflbciates  named  in  the  charter,  are  the  fubject  of  an  eflay  in  the 
Tranfactions  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  vol.  in  (1857).  We  may- 
note  that  eleven  of  them,  viz  :  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  John  Humfrey,  John  Ende- 
cott, Ifaac  Johnfon,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Bellingham,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  William  Vaflal  and  William  Pinchion,  and  poffibly 
Thomas  Southcott,  came  to  this  country. 
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nences,  hereditaments  and  commodities  whatfoever  to  them 
the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Thomas  South- 
cott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott  and  Simon  Whetcombe, 
their  heirs  and  affignes,  and  to  their  aflbciates  by  the  faid 
recited  indenture  given  granted  bargained  fould  enfeoffed 
aliened  and  confirmed,  or  mentioned  or  intended  thereby  to 
be  given  granted  bargained  fould  enfeoffed  aliened  and 
confirmed.  To  have  and  to  hould  the  faid  part  of  New 
England  in  America  and  other  the  premiffes  hereby  men- 
tioned to  be  granted  and  confirmed  and  every  part  or  parcel! 
thereof  with  the  appurtenances  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry 
Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonflall,  Thomas 
Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whet- 
combe, Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew 
Cradock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry, 
Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Valfall, 
Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John 
Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaffall, 
William  Pinchion,  and  George  Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and 
affignes  for  ever,  to  their  only  proper  and  abfolute  ufe  and 
behoofe  for  evermore.  To  be  houlden  of  us  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
6]  cefTours  as  of  our  mannor  of  Eafl  Greenwich  aforefaid  in  free 
and  common  foccage,  and  not  in  Capite  nor  by  knights  fervice, 
and  alfo  yielding  and  paying  therefore  to  us  our  heirs  and 
fucceffours  the  fifth  part  only  of  all  oare  of  gould  and  filver, 
which  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  fhall  be 
there  gotten,  had  or  obtained,  for  all  fervices,  exadions  and 
demands  whatfoever,  according  to  the  tenure  and  refervation 
in  the  faid  recited  indenture  expreffed.  And  further  know 
ye  that  of  our  more  efpecial  grace,  certain  knowledge  and 
meere  motion  we  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  thefe  pref- 
ents  do  for  us  our  heirs  and  fuccelfors  give  and  grant  unto 
the  faid  Sir  Heney  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard 
Saltonflall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Ende- 
cott, Simon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey, 

John 
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John  Ven,  Mattew  Cradock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe 
Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel 
Wright,  Samuel  Vaflal,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  GofFe, 
Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas 
Hutchins,  William  Vaflal,  William  Pinchion,  and  George 
Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  aflignes,  all  that  part  of  New  England 
in  America  which  lies  and  extends  between  a  great  river  there 
commonly  called  Monomaclc  river,  alias  Merrymack  river,  and 
a  certain  other  river  there  called  Charles  river,  being  at  the  bot- 
tom of  a  certain  bay  there  commonly  called  Maflachufets,  alias 
Mattachufets,  alias  Maflatufets  Bay,  and  alfo  all  and  fingular 
thofe  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever  lying  within  the 
fpace  of  three  Engiifh  miles  on  the  fouth  part  of  the  faid 
river  called  Charles  river,  or  of  any  or  every  part  thereof, 
and  alfo  all  and  fingular  the  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfo- 
ever lyeing  and  being  within  the  fpace  of  three  Englifli  miles 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  fouthermoft  part  of  the  faid  bay 
called  Maflachufetts,  alias  Mattachufetts,  alias  Maflatufets 
bay.  And  alfo  all  thofe  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever 
which  lye  and  be  within  the  fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles  to 
the  northward  of  the  faid  river  called  Monomack  alias 
Merrymack,  or  to  the  northward  of  any  and  every  part 
thereof,  and  all  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever  lyeing 
within  the  limits  aforefaid  north  and  fouth  in  latitude  and  [7 
breadth,  and  in  length  and  longitude  of  and  within  all  the 
breadth  aforefaid  throughout  the  maine  lands  there  from  the 
Atlantick  and  wefliern  fea  and  ocean  on  the  eafl:  part,  to 
the  fouth  fea  on  the  weft  parte,  and  all  lands  and  grounds, 
place  and  places,  foyles,  wood  and  wood  grounds,  havens, 
ports,  rivers,  waters  and  hereditaments  whatfoever  lyeing 
within  the  faid  bounds  and  limits  and  every  part  and  parcel 
thereof,  and  alfo  all  iflands  in  America  aforefaid  in  the 
faid  feas  or  either  of  them  on  the  weftern  or  eaftern  coaftes, 
or  partes  of  the  faid  tra<5ts  of  lands  hereby  mentioned  to  be 
given  or  granted  or  any  of  them,  and  all  mines  and  mineralls 


8  ColleBion  of  Papers.  [8 

as  well  royall  mines  of  gould  and  filver  as  other  mines  and 
mineralls  whatfoever  in  the  faid  lands  and  premifles  or  any 
part  thereof,  and  free  liberty  of  fifhing  in  or  within  any  the 
rivers  or  waters  within  the  bounds  and  limits  aforefaid  and 
the  feas  thereunto  adjoining,  and  all  fifhes,  royal  fifhes,  whales, 
balan,  fturgions,  and  other  fifhes  of  what  kind  or  nature  foever 
that  fhall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  taken  in  or  within  the  faid 
feas  or  waters  or  any  of  them,  by  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell, 
Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonflall,  Thomas  Southcott, 
John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac 
Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Cradock, 
George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall,  Theophilus 
Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel 
Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaflall,  William  Pin- 
chion,  and  George  Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  aflignes,  or  by 
any  other  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever  there  inhabiting  by 
them  or  any  of  them  appointed  to  fifh  therein.  Provided 
always  that  if  the  faid  lands  iflands  or  any  other  the  premifles 
herein  before  mentioned,  and  by  thefe  prefents  intended  and 
meant  to  be  granted,  were  at  the  time  of  the  granting  of  the 
faid  former  letters  patents  dated  the  third  day  of  November 
in  the  eighteenth  yeare  of  our  faid  deare  fathers  reigne  afore- 
faid aftually  pofl"efled  or  inhabited  by  any  other  chriftian  prince 
or  ftate,  or  were  within  the  bounds,  limits,  or  territories  of 
that  Southerne  Colonie  then  before  granted  by  our  faid  late 
g]  father  to  be  planted  by  divers  of  his  loveing  subjefts  in  the 
fouth  parts  of  America,  that  then  this  prefent  grant  fhall  not 
extend  to  any  fuch  parts  or  parcells  thereof,  fo  formerly  in- 
habited or  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  fouthern  plantation 
as  aforefaid,  but  as  to  thofe  parts  or  parcells  fo  poflefled  or 
inhabited  by  fuch  chriftian  prince  or  ftate,  or  being  within  the 
bounders  aforefaid,  fhall  be  utterly  voide,  thefe  prefents  or 
any  thing  therein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 
To  have  and  to  hould,  pofTefs  and  enjoy  the  faid  parts  of  New- 

England 
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England  in  America,  which  lye,  extend  and  are  abutted  as 
aforefaid  and  every  part  and  parcell  thereof,  and  all  the  iflands, 
rivers,  ports,  havens,  waters,  fifhings,  fifhes,  mines,  minerals, 
jurifdidions,  franchifes,  royalties,  liberties,  priviledges,  com- 
modities and  premifles  whatfoever,  with  the  appurtenances 
unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir 
Richard  Saltonftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John 
Endecott,  Symon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alder- 
fey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Cradock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe 
Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  Beliingham,  Nathaniell 
Wright,  Samuel  Vaflal,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  GofFe, 
Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas 
Hutchins,  William  VafTal,  William  Pinchion  and  George 
Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  affignes  forever,  to  the  only  proper 
and  abfolute  ufe  and  behoofe  of  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell, 
Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Thomas  Southcott, 
John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac 
Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Cradock, 
George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
Beliingham,  Nathaniell  Wright,  Samuell  Vaflall,  Theophilus 
Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne, 
Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaflall,  William 
Pinchion,  and  George  Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  aflignes  for- 
evermore.  To  be  houlden  of  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflburs,  as 
of  our  mannor  of  Eaft  Greenwich  in  the  county  of  Kent  within 
our  realme  of  England,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  not 
in  capite,  nor  by  knights  fervice,  and  alfo  yeelding  and  paying 
there[9]fore  to  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs  the  fifth  part  only 
of  all  oare  of  gould  and  filver  which  from  time  to  time  and  at 
all  times  hereafter  ftiall  be  there  gotten,  had  or  obtained,  foi* 
all  fervices,  exaftions  and  demands  whatfoever.  Provided 
alwayes  and  our  exprefle  will  and  meaning  is,  that  onely  one 
fifth  part  of  the  gould  and  filver  oare  above  mentioned  in  the 
whole,  and  no  more,  be  referved  or  payeable  unto  us,  our 
heirs  and  fuccefTours,  by  colour  or  vertue  of  thefe  prefents, 
C  the 
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the  double  refervations  or  recitals  aforefaid,  or  any  thing 
therein  contained  notwithftanding.  And  for  as  much  as  the 
good  and  profperous  fuccefle  of  the  plantation  of  the  faid 
parts  of  New-England  aforefaid  intended  by  the  faid  Sir 
Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall, 
Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symon 
"Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven, 
Matthew  Cradock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Rich- 
ard Perry,  Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniell  Wright,  Samuel 
Vaflall,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  GofFe,  Thomas  Adams, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William 
Vaflall,  William  Pinchion,  and  George  Foxcroft,  to  be 
fpeedily  fett  upon,  cannot  but  chiefely  depend,  next  under 
the  blefling  of  Almighty  God  and  the  fupport  of  our  royall 
authority,  upon  the  good  government  of  the  fame,  to  the 
end  that  the  affairs  and  bufinefl"es  which  from  time  to  time 
fhall  happen  and  arife  concerning  the  faid  lands  and  the  plant- 
ation of  the  fame,  may  be  the  better  managed  and  ordered. 
We  have  further  hereby  of  our  efpeciall  grace,  certain  know- 
ledge and  meere  motion,  given,  granted  and  confirmed,  and 
for  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflxjurs,  do  give,  grant  and  confirme 
unto  our  faid  truftie  and  well-beloved  fubjedls  Sir  Henry 
Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Thomas 
Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whet- 
comb,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew 
Cradock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry, 
Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniell  Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall, 
Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John 
Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaflal, 
[lo]  William  Pinchion  and  George  Foxcroft,  and  for  us,  our 
heires  and  fucceflburs,  wee  will  and  ordaine.  That  the  faid 
Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Salton- 
ftall, Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott, 
Symon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John 
Ven,  Matthew  Cradock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell, 
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Richard  Perry,  Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright, 
Samuel  VafTall,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas 
Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins, 
William  Vaflall,  William  Pinchion  and  George  Foxcroft, 
and  all  fuch  others  as  fhall  hereafter  be  admitted  and  made 
free  of  the  Company  and  fociety  hereafter  mentioned  fhall 
from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  forever  hereafter  be  by 
virtue  of  thefe  prefents  one  body  corporate  and  politique  in 
fad:  and  name,  by  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Mattachufetts  Bay  in  New  England:  And  them  by 
the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Mattachufetts 
Bay  in  New  England,  one  body  politique  and  corporate  in 
deed  fadl  and  name.  Wee  doe  for  us  our  htirs  and  fucceflbrs 
make  ordaine  conftitute  and  confirme  by  thefe  prefents,  and 
that  by  that  name  they  fhall  have  perpetuall  fucceffion,  and 
that  by  the  fame  name  they  and  their  fucceflbrs  fliall  and  may 
be  capable  and  enabled,  as  well  to  impleade  and  to  be  implead- 
ed, and  to  profecute  demand  and  anfwer,  and  be  anfwered 
unto  in  all  and  Angular  fuites,  caufes,  quarrells,  and  adlions 
of  what  kind  and  nature  foever.  And  alfo  to  have,  take, 
pofl"efre,  acquire  and  purchafe  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hered- 
itaments, or  any  goods  or  chattells,  the  fame  to  leafe,  grant, 
demife,  alien,  bargain,  fell  and  difpofe  of  as  other  our  liege 
people  of  this  our  realme  of  England,  or  any  other  corporation 
or  body  politique  of  the  fame  may  lawfully  doe.  And  further 
that  the  faid  Governor  and  Companye  and  their  fucceflbrs  may 
have  forever  one  common  feale  to  be  ufed  in  all  caufes  and  occa- 
fions  ofthefaidCompanie,  and  the  fam.e  feale  may  alter,  change, 
break  and  new  make  from  time  to  time  at  their  pleafures.  And 
our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  for  us  our  [i  i]  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs  ordaine  and  grant,  that  from  henceforth  for  ever 
there  fhall  be  one  Governor,  one  deputy  Governor,  and  eigh- 
teen Afliftants  of  the  fame  Company  to  be  from  time  to  time 
conftituted  elefted  and  chofen  out  of  the  freeman  of  the  faid 
Company  for  the  time  beinge,  in  fuch  manner  and  forme  as 

hereafter 
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hereafter  in  thefe  prefents  is  exprefled.  Which  faid  officers 
fhall  apply  themfelves  to  take  care  for  the  beft  difpofing  and 
ordering  of  the  generall  bufinefs  and  affaires  of  for  and  con- 
cerning the  faid  lands  and  premifTes  hereby  mentioned  to  be 
granted,  and  the  plantation  thereof  and  the  government  of 
the  people  there.  And  for  the  better  execution  of  our  royall 
pleafure  and  grant  in  this  behalfe,  we  do  by  these  prefents  for 
us  our  heires  and  fucceffors  nominate,  ordaine,  make,  and 
conftitute  our  well  beloved  the  faid  Matthew  Cradock,  to  be 
the  firft  and  prefent  Governor  of  the  faid  Company,  and  the 
faid  Thomas  GofFe  to  be  deputy  Governor  of  the  faid  Com- 
pany, and  the  faid  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Ifaac  Johnfon, 
Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven,John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott, 
Symon  Whetcombe,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Nathan- 
iel Wright,  Samuel  VafTall,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas 
Adams,  Thomas  Hutchins,  John  Browne,  George  Foxcroft, 
William  Vaffall,  and  William  Pinchion,  to  be  the  prefent 
AfTiflants  of  the  faid  Company  to  continue  in  the  faid  feveral 
offices  refpeftively  for  fuch  time  and  in  fuch  manner  as  in  and 
by  thefe  prefents  is  hereafter  declared  and  appointed.  And 
further  we  will  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us  our  heires  and 
fucceffors  do  ordaine  and  grant  that  the  Governor  of  the  faid 
Company  for  the  time  being,  or  in  his  abfence,  by  occafion 
of  ficknefs  or  otherwife,  the  deputy  Governor  for  the  time  be- 
ing fhall  have  authority  from  time  to  time  upon  all  occafions  to 
give  order  for  the  affembling  of  the  faid  Company,  and  calling 
them  together  to  confult  and  advife  of  the  bufinefs  and  affaires 
of  the  faid  Company.  And  that  the  faid  Governor,  deputy 
Governor  and  Afhflants  of  the  faid  Company  for  the  time 
being  fhall  or  may  once  every  month  or  oftner  at  their  pleafures 
affemble  and  hould  and  keep  a  court  [12]  or  affembly  of  them- 
felves for  the  better  ordering  and  direfting  of  their  affairs.  And 
that  any  feven  or  more  perlons  of  the  AfTiflants  together  with 
the  Governor  or  deputy  Governour  fo  affembled  fhall  be  faid, 
taken,  held,  and  reputed  to  be,  and  fhall  be  a  full  and  fufficient 
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court  or  aflembly  of  the  faid  Companie,  for  the  handling,  or- 
der! ng'and  difpatching  of  all  fuch  bufinefles  and  occurrents, 
as  fhall  from  time  to  time  happen,  touching  or  concerning 
the  faid  Company  or  plantation,  and  that  there  (hall  or  may 
be  held  and  kept  by  the  Governor  or  deputy  Governour  of 
the  faid  Company,  and  feven  or  more  of  the  faid  Affiftants 
for  the  time  being  upon  every  laft  Wednefday  in  Hillary, 
Eafter,  Trinity  and  Michaelmas  Termes  refpedlively  for  ever, 
one  great  generall  and  folemn  aflembly,  which  four  generall 
afTemblies  fhall  be  ftyled  and  called  the  foure  greate  and  gen- 
erall courts  of  the  faid  Company:  In  all  or  any  of  which  faid 
greate  and  generall  courts  fo  aflembled,  We  do  for  us,  our 
heires  and  fuccefl!burs,  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governour 
and  Company  and  theire  fuccefl"ours,  that  the  Governour,  or 
in  his  abfence  the  deputy  Governour  of  the  faid  Company 
for  the  time  being,  and  fuch  of  the  Affifliants  and  freemen  of 
the  faid  Company  as  fhall  be  prefent  or  the  greater  number 
of  them  fo  aflembled,  whereof  the  Governour  or  deputy 
Governour  and  fix  of  the  affiftants  at  the  leaft  to  be  feven, 
fhall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  choofe,  nominate  and 
appoint  fuch  and  fo  many  others  as  they  fhall  thinke  fitt,  and 
that  fhall  be  willing  to  accept  the  fame,  to  be  free  of  the  faid 
Company  and  Body,  and  them  into  the  fame  to  admit,  and 
to  eleft  and  conftitute  fuch  officers  as  they  fhall  thinke  fitt 
and  requifite  for  the  ordering,  managing  and  difpatching  of 
the  affaires  of  the  faid  Governor  and  Company  and  theire 
fuccefTours,  and  to  make  lawes  and  ordinances  for  the  good 
and  welfare  of  the  faid  Company,  and  for  the  government 
and  ordering  of  the  faid  lands  and  plantation,  and  the  people 
inhabiteing  and  to  inhabite  the  fame,  as  to  them  from  time 
to  time  fhall  be  thought  meete.  So  as  fuch  lawes  and  ordinances 
be  not  [13]  contrary  or  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes 
of  this  our  realme  of  England.  And  our  will  and  pleafure 
is,  and  we  do  hereby  for  us,  our  heires  and  fuccefTours,  eftab- 
lifh  and  ordaine,  That  yearely  once  in  the  yeare  forever  here- 
after 
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after,  namely  the  laft  wednefday  in  Eafter  terme  yearely,  the 
Governour,  deputy  Governour  and  Affiftants  of  the  faid 
Company,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  faid  Companie  fhall 
be  in  the  generall  court  or  alTemblie  to  be  held  for  that  day 
or  time  newly  chofen  for  the  yeare  infueing  by  fuch  greater 
part  of  the  faid  Companie  for  the  time  being,  then  and  there 
prefent,  as  is  aforefaid.  And  if  it  fhall  happen  the  prefent 
Governour,  deputy  Governour  and  Affiftants  by  thefe  prefents 
appointed,  or  fuch  as  fhall  hereafter  be  newly  chofen  into 
their  rooms,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  of  the  officers  to 
be  appointed  for  the  faid  Companie,  to  dye,  or  to  be  removed 
from  his  or  their  feverall  offices  or  places  before  the  faid  gen- 
erall day  of  eleftion  (whom  we  do  hereby  declare  for  any 
mifdemeanor  or  defeft  to  be  removeable  by  the  Governor, 
deputy  Governor,  Affiftants  and  Company,  or  fuch  greater 
part  of  them  in  any  of  the  publick  courts  to  be  affembled  as 
is  aforefaid)  that  then  and  in  every  fuch  cafe  it  fhall  and  may 
be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  Governour,  deputy  Governour, 
Affiftants  and  Company  aforefaid,  or  fuch  greater  part  of 
them  fo  to  be  affembled  as  is  aforefaid,  in  any  of  their  affem- 
blies  to  proceed  to  a  new  election  of  one  or  more  others  of 
their  Company  in  the  room  or  place,  rooms  or  places  of 
fuch  officer  or  officers  fo  dyeing  or  removed  according  to  their 
difcretions.  And  immediately  upon  and  after  fuch  eledion 
and  eleftions  made  of  fuch  Governour,  deputy  Governour, 
Affiftant  or  Affiftants  or  any  other  officer  of  the  faid  Compa- 
ny in  manner  and  forme  aforefaid,  the  authority,  office  and 
power  before  given  to  the  former  Governour,  deputy  Govern- 
our, or  other  officer,  and  officers  fo  removed,  in  whofe  ftead 
and  place  new  ffiatl  be  fo  chofen,  fhall  as  to  him  and  them 
and  every  of  them  ceafe  and  determine.  Provided  alfo,  and 
our  will  and  pleafure  is  that  as  well  fuch  as  are  by  thefe  prefents 
appointed  to  be  the  prefent  [14]  Governour,  deputy  Gover- 
nour and  Affiftants  of  the  faid  Company,  as  thofe  that  fhall 
fucceed   them,   and   all   other  officers  to   be  appointed   and 

chofen 


15]  ColkEiion  of  Papers.  15 

chofen  as  aforefaid  fliall  before  they  undertake  the  execution 
of  their  faid  offices  and  places  refpeftively  take  their  corporall 
oathes  for  the  due  and  faithful!  performance  of  their  duties 
in  the  feverall  offices  and  places,  before  fuch  perfon  or  perfons 
as  are  by  thefe  prefents  hereunder  appointed  to  take  and 
receive  the  fame,  that  is  to  fay,  the  faid  Matthew  Cradock 
who  is  hereby  nominated  and  appointed  the  prefent  Gover- 
nour  of  the  faid  Company  fliall  take  the  faid  oathes  before 
one  or  more  of  the  Mafters  of  our  court  of  chancery  for  the 
time  being,  unto  which  Mafter  or  Mafters  of  the  Chancery  we 
do  by  thefe  prefents  give  full  power  and  authority  to  take  and 
adminifter  the  faid  oath  to  the  faid  Governour  accordingly. 
And  after  the  faid  Governour  fhall  be  fo  fworne,  then  the 
faid  deputy  Governour  and  Affiftants  before  by  thefe  prefents 
nominated  and  appointed  fliall  take  the  faid  feveral  oathes  to 
their  offices  and  places  refpeftively  belonging  before  the  faid 
Matthew  Craddock  the  prefent  Governour  fo  fworne  as 
aforefaid.  And  every  fuch  perfon  as  fliall  at  the  time  of  the 
annuall  election,  or  otherwife  upon  death  or  removall,  be 
appointed  to  be  the  new  Governour  of  the  faid  Company 
fliall  take  the  oathes  to  that  place  belonging  before  the  deputy 
Governour  or  two  of  the  Affiftants  of  the  faid  Company  at 
the  leaft  for  the  time  being.  And  the  new  elefted  deputy 
Governour  and  Affiftants,  and  all  other  officers  to  be  hereafter 
chofen  as  aforefaid  from  time  to  time  fliall  take  the  oathes  to 
their  places  refpeftively  belonging  before  the  Governour  of 
the  faid  Company  for  the  time  being.  Unto  which  faid 
Governour,  deputy  Governour  and  Affiftants,  we  do  by  thefe 
prefents  give  full  power  and  authority  to  give  and  adminifter 
the  faid  oathes  refpeftively,  according  to  the  true  meaning 
herein  before  declared,  without  any  commiffion  or  further  war- 
rant to  be  had  and  obtained  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefl"ors  in 
that  behalfe.  And  we  do  further  of  our  efpeciall  grace,  certain 
know[i5]ledge  and  meere  motion  for  us  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceiTour^  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governour  and  Company 

and 
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and  their  fucceflbrs  for  ever  by  thefe  prefents,  that  it  fliall  be 
lawfull  and  free  for  them  and  their  affignes  at  all  and  every 
time  and  times  hereafter,  out  of  any  of  our  realmes  and  domin- 
ions whatfoever,  to  take,  leade,  carry  and  tranfport  for  and 
into  their  voyages,  and  for  and  towards  the  faid  plantation 
in  New  England  all  fuch  and  fo  many  of  our  loving  fubjefts 
or  any  other  ftrangers  that  will  become  our  loving  fubjedts 
and  live  under  our  allegiance,  as  fhall  willingly  accompany 
them  in  the  fame  voyages  and  plantation,  and  alfo  fhipping 
armour  weapons  ordinance  ammunition,  powder,  fhott,  corne, 
vi6tuals,  and  all  manner  of  clothing,  implements,  furniture, 
beafts,  cattle,  horfes,  mares,  merchandizes,  and  all  other  things 
neceflary  for  the  faid  plantation,  and  for  their  ufe  and  defence, 
and  for  trade  with  the  people  there,  and  in  paffing  and 
returning  to  and  fro,  any  law  or  ftatute  to  the  contrary 
hereof  in  any  wife  notwithftanding,'"' and  without  paying  or 
yeelding  any  cuftome  or  fubfidie  either  inward  or  outward 
to  us,  our  heires  or  fucceflburs,  for  the  fame,  by  the  fpace 
of  feven  yeares  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  thefe  prefents. 
Provided  that  none  of  the  faid  perfons  be  fuch  as  fhall  be 
hereafter  by  fpeciall  name  reftrained  by  us,  our  heires  or 
fucceffors.  And  for  theire  further  incouragement,  of  our 
efpeciall  grace  and  favour,  we  do  by  thefe  prefents  for  us,  our 
heires  and  fucceffors,  yeeld  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governor 
and  Company  and  theire  fucceffours  and  every  of  them,  their 
faftors  and  affignes,  that  they  and  every  of  them  fhall  be  free 
and  quitt  from  all  taxes,  fubfidies  and  cuflomes  in  New-Eng- 
land for  the  like  fpace  of  feven  yeares,  and  from  all  taxes  and 
impofitions  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  and  one  yeares  upon  all 
goods  and  merchandifes  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,  either 
upon  importation  thither,  or  exportation  from  thence,  into 
our  realme  of  England,  or  into  any  other  of  our  dominions, 
by  the  faid  Governour  and  Companie  and  theire  fucceffours, 
their  deputies,  faftors  and  affignes,  or  any  of  them,  except  only 

the 
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[16]  the  five  pounds  per  centum  due  for  cuftome  upon  all 
fuch  goods  and  merchandifes,  as  after  the  faid  feven  yeares 
fhall  be  expired  fhall  be  brought  or  imported  into  our  realme 
of  England,  or  any  other  of  our  dominions,  according  to  the 
ancient  trade  of  merchants,  which  five  pounds  per  centum 
onely  being  paid,  it  fhall  be  thenceforth  lawfull  and  free  for 
the  faid  adventurers  the  fame  goods  and  merchandizes  to 
export  and  carry  out  of  our  faid  dominions  into  forreine 
parts,  without  any  cuftome,  taxe  or  other  duty  to  be  paid  to 
us,  our  heires  or  fucceflburs,  or  to  any  other  officers  or  min- 
ifters  of  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflburs.  Provided  that  the 
faid  goods  and  merchandifes  be  ftiipped  out  within  thirteen 
months  after  theire  firft  landing  within  any  part  of  the  faid 
dominions.  And  we  do  for  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflburs, 
give  and  grant  unto  the  faid  Governour  and  Company  and 
their  fucceflburs,  that  whenfoever,  or  fo  often  as  any  cuftome 
or  fubfidie  ftiall  grow  due  or  payable  unto  us,  our  heires  or 
fucceflburs,  according  to  the  limitation  and  appointment 
aforefaid,  by  reafon  of  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandifes  to 
be  ftiipped  out,  or  any  return  to  be  made  of  any  goods,  wares 
or  merchandifes,  unto  or  from  the  faid  parts  of  New-England 
hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted  as  aforefaid,  or  any  the  lands 
and  territories  aforefaid,  that  then  and  fo  often  and  in  fuch 
cafe  the  farmors  cuftomers  and  officers  of  our  cuftomes  of 
England  and  Ireland,  and  every  of  them  for  the  time  being, 
upon  requeft  made  to  them  by  the  faid  Governor  and  Com- 
pany or  their  fucceflburs,  fadlors,  or  aflignes,  and  upon  con- 
venient fecurity  to  be  given  in  that  behalfe,  ftiall  give  and 
allowe  unto  the  faid  Governour  and  Company  and  their 
fucceflburs,  and  to  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons  free  of 
that  Company  as  aforefaid,  fix  months  time  for  the  payment 
of  the  one  halfe  of  all  fuch  cuftome  and  fubfidie  as  ftiall  be 
payable  unto  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflburs  for  the  fame,  for 
which  thefe  our  letters  patents,  or  the  duplicate  or  the  inroU- 
D  ment 
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ment  thereof,  {hall  be  unto  our  faid  officers  a  fufficient  warrant 
and  difcharge.  Neverthelefs,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that 
any  of  the  faid  goods,  wares  and  merchandifes  [17]  which  be 
or  fhall  be  at  any  time  hereafter  landed  or  exported  out  of 
any  of  our  realmes  aforefaid,  and  fhall  be  fhipped  with  a 
purpofe  not  to  be  carried  to  the  parts  of  New-England 
aforefaid,  but  to  fome  other  place,  that  then  fuch  payment, 
dutie,  cuftome,  impofition  or  forfeiture  ftiall  be  paid  or 
belong  to  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs,  for  the  faid  goods, 
wares  and  merchandife  fo  fraudulently  fought  to  be  tranfport- 
ed,  as  if  this  our  grant  had  not  been  made  nor  granted.  And 
wee  do  further  will  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs,  firmely  enjoine  and  commande  as  well  the 
l>eafurer.  Chancellor  and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  of  us, 
our  heires  and  fucceflbrs,  as  alfo  all  and  Angular  the  cuftomers, 
farmers  and  colledors  of  the  cufl:omes,  fubfidies  and  impofl:s, 
and  other  the  officers  and  minifl:ers  of  us,  our  heires  and  fuccefl!^ 
ors,  whatfoever  for  the  time  being,  that  they  and  every  of  them 
upon  the  fliewing  forth  unto  them  of  thefe  letters  patents, 
or  the  duplicate  or  exemplification  of  the  fame,  without  any 
other  writt  or  warrant  whatfoever  from  us,  our  heires  or  fuc- 
ceflbrs, to  be  obtained  or  fued  forth,  do  and  fliall  make  full, 
whole,  entire  and  due  allowance  and  cleare  difcharge  unto  the 
faid  Governour  and  Company  and  theire  fucceflbrs,  of  all 
cuftomes,  fubfidies,  impofitions  taxes  and  duties  whatfoever 
that  fliall  or  may  be  claymed  by  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs, 
of  or  from  the  faid  Governor  and  Company  and  their  fuc- 
ceflbrs, for  or  by  reafon  of  the  faid  goods,  chattels,  wares, 
merchandifes  and  premifes  to  be  exported  out  of  our  faid 
dominions,  or  any  of  them,  into  any  part  of  the  faid  lands 
or  premifes  hereby  mentioned  to  be  given,  granted  and  con- 
firmed, or  for  or  by  reafon  of  any  of  the  faid  goods,  chattels, 
wares  or  merchandifes  to  be  imported  from  the  faid  lands 
and  premifes   hereby   mentioned  to   be  given,   granted  and 

confirmed 
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confirmed,  into  any  of  our  faid  dominions  or  any  part  thereof 
as  aforefaid,  excepting  only  the  faid  five  pounds  per  centum 
hereby  referved  and  payable  after  the  expiration  of  the  faid 
terme  of  feven  years  as  aforefaid  and  not  before.  And  thefe 
our  letters  patents,  or  the  inrollment  duplicate  or  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  fame  (hall  [i8]  for  ever  hereafter  from  time  to 
time,  as  well  to  the  Treafurer,  Chancellor  and  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer  of  us  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  as  to  all  and  Angu- 
lar the  cuftomers,  Farmors  and  Collectors  of  the  cuftoms 
fubfidies  and  impofts  of  us  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs,  and  all 
fearchers  and  other  the  officers  and  minifters  whatfoever  of 
us  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs  for  the  time  being  a  fufficient 
warrant  and  difcharge  in  this  behalfe.  And  further  our  will 
and  pleafure  is,  and  we  doe  hereby  for  us,  our  heires  and 
{ucceflbrs,  ordaine,  declare  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governour 
and  Company  and  theire  fucceflxjrs,  That  all  and  every  the 
fubjeds  of  us,  our  heires  or  fucceflbrs,  which  fliall  goe  to  and 
inhabite  within  the  faid  lands  and  premifles  hereby  mentioned 
to  be  granted,  and  every  of  theire  children  which  fhall  happen 
to  be  borne  there,  or  on  the  feas  in  going  thither  or  return- 
ing from  thence,  (hall  have  and  enjoy  all  liberties  and  immu- 
nities of  free  and  naturall  fubjedts  within  any  of  the  dominions 
of  us,  our  heires  or  fucceflbrs,  to  all  intents,  confl;ruftions 
and  purpofes  whatfoever,  as  if  they  and  every  of  them  were 
borne  within  the  realme  of  England.  And  that  the  Gov- 
ernour and  deputy  Governour  of  the  faid  Company  for  the 
time  being  or  either  of  them,  and  any  two  or  more  of  fuch  of 
the  faid  Aflifl:ants  as  fliall  be  thereunto  appointed  by  the  faid 
Governour  and  Company  at  any  of  their  courts  or  aflemblies 
to  be  held  as  aforefaid,  fliall  and  may  at  all  tymes  and  from 
tyme  to  tyme  hereafter  have  full  power  and  authority  to  admin- 
iflier  and  give  the  oath  and  oathes  of  fupremacie  and  allegiance 
or  either  of  them  to  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons  which 
fliall  at  any  tyme  or  tymes  hereafter  goe  or  pafl"e  to  the  lands 

and 
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and  premifles  hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted  to  inhabite  in 
the  fame.  And  wee  do  of  our  further  grace,  certaine  know- 
ledge and  meere  motion  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governor 
and  Company  and  their  fucceffors,  that  it  fhall  and  may  be 
lawfuil  to  and  for  the  Governour  or  deputy  Governor  and 
fuch  of  the  Affiftants  and  Freemen  of  the  faid  Company  for 
the  tyme  being  as  (hall  be  aflembled  in  any  of  their  general! 
courts  aforefaid,  or  in  any  [19]  other  courts  to  be  fpecially 
fummoned  and  aflembled  for  that  purpofe,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them  (whereof  the  Governour  or  deputy  Governor 
and  fixe  of  the  Aflifliants  to  be  always  feven)  from  tyme  to 
tyme  to  make,  ordaine  and  efliablifh  all  manner  of  wholefome 
and  reafonable  orders,  lawes,  flatutes  and  ordinances,  direct- 
ions and  inftruftions  not  contrary  to  the  lawes  of  this  our 
realme  of  England,  as  well  for  the  fettling  of  the  formes  and 
ceremonies  of  government  and  magiflracie  fitt  and  neceflary 
for  the  faid  plantation  and  the  inhabitants  there,  and  for 
nameingand  ftyling  of  all  forts  of  officers  both  fuperiour  and 
inferiour  which  they  fliall  find  needful  for  that  government 
and  plantation,  and  the  diftinguifhing  and  fetting  forth  of 
the  feverall  duties,  powers  and  limits  of  every  fuch  office  and 
place,  and  the  formes  of  fuch  oathes  warrantable  by  the  lawes 
and  ft;atutes  of  this  our  realme  of  England  as  fhall  be 
refpeftively  miniftred  unto  them,  for  the  execution  of  the 
faid  feveral  offices  and  places,  as  alfo  for  the  difpofing  and 
ordering  of  the  eledions  of  fuch  of  the  faid  officers  as  fhall 
be  annuall,  and  of  fuch  others  as  (hall  be  to  fucceed  in  cafe 
of  death  or  removall,  and  miniftring  the  faid  oathes  to  the 
new  elefted  officers,  and  for  impofition  of  lawfuil  fynes, 
mulfts,  imprifonment  or  other  lawfuil  correftion,  according 
to  the  courfe  of  other  Corporations  in  this  our  realme  of 
England,  and  for  the  direding,  ruleing  and  difpofeing  of  all 
other  matters  and  things  whereby  our  faid  people  inhabiting 
there  may  be   fo  religioufly,   peaceably  and   civily  governed. 
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as  theire  good  life  and  orderly  converfation  may  winne  and 
incite*  the  natives  of  that  country  to  the  knowledge  and 
obedience  of  the  onely  true  God  and  Saviour  of  mankind 
and  the  chriftian  faith,  which  in  our  royall  intention  and  the 
adventurers  free  profeflion  is  the  principal  end  of  this  planta-r 
tion.  Willing,  commanding  and  requiring,  and  by  thefe 
prefents  for  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs,  ordaineing  and 
appointing,  that  all  fuch  orders,  lawes,  ftatutes  and  ordi- 
nances, inftruftions  and  diredtions  as  fhall  be  made  by  the 
Governour  or  deputy  Governour  of  the  faid  Company  and 
fuch  of  the  Affiftants  [20]  and  Freemen  as  aforefaid  and 
publilhed  in  writing  under  theire  common  feale,  fhall  be 
carefully  and  duely  obferved,  kept,  performed  and  putt  in 
execution  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaneing  of  the 
fame.  And  thefe  our  letters  patents  or  the  duplicate  or 
exemplification  thereof  fhall  be  to  all  and  every  fuch  officers, 
fuperiour  and  inferiour,  from  tyme  to  tyme,  for  the  putting 
of  the  fame  orders,  lawes,  ftatutes  and  ordinances,  inftruftions 
and  diredtions  in  due  execution  againft  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  a  fufficient  warrant  and  difcharge.  And  we  doe  further 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Gov- 
ernor and  Company  and  their  fucceflbrs,  by  thefe  prefents. 
That  all  and  every  fuch  chiefe  commanders,  captains,  govern- 
ours  and  other  officers  and  minifters,  as  by  the  faid  orders, 
lawes,  ftatutes,  ordinances,  inftruftions  or  diredions  of  the 
faid  Governour  and  Company  for  the  tyme  being,  fhall  be 
from  tyme  to  tyme  hereafter  imployed  either  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  faid  inhabitants  and  plantation,  or  in  the  way 
by  fea  thither  or  from  thence,  according  to  the  natures  and 
limits  of  theire  offices  and  places  refpedtively,  ftiall  from 
tyme  to  tyme  hereafter  forever  within  the  precindls  and  parts 
of  New-England  hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted  and  con- 
firmed, 
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firmed,  or  in  the  way  by  fea  thither,  or  from  thence,  have 
full  and  abfolute  power  and  authority  to  corred:,  punifh, 
pardon,  governe  and  rule  all  fuch  the  fubjeds  of  us,  our 
heires  and  fucceflbrs  as  (hall  from  tyme  to  tyme  adventure 
themfelves  in  any  voyage  thither  or  from  thence,  or  that 
ftiall  at  any  tyme  hereafter  inhabite  within  the  precinds  and 
parts  of  New-England  aforefaid,  according  to  the  orders, 
lawes,  ordinances,  inftrudiions  and  diredions  aforefaid,  not 
being  repugnant  to  the  lawes  and  ftatutes  of  our  realme  of 
England  as  aforefaid.  And  wee  do  further  for  us,  our  heires 
and  fucceflbrs,  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governour  and 
Company  and  theire  fucceflxjrs,  by  thefe  prefents.  That  it 
fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  chief  commanders, 
governors  and  officers  of  the  faid  companie  for  the  tyme 
being,  who  fhall  be  refident  in  the  faid  part  of  New-England 
21]  in  America  by  thefe  prefents  granted,  and  others  there 
inhabiteing,  by  their  apppointment  and  diredion  from  tyme 
to  tyme  and  at  all  tymes  hereafter,  for  their  fpeciall  defence 
and  fafety  to  incounter,  expulfe,*  repell  and  refift  by  force 
of  armes,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  and  by  all  fitting  wayes 
and  meanes  whatfoever,  all  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  as  fiiall 
at  any  tyme  hereafter  attempt  or  enterprife  the  deilrud:ion, 
invafion,  detriment  or  annoyance  to  the  faid  plantation  or 
inhabitants :  And  to  take  and  furprife  by  all  wayes  and 
meanes  whatfoever  all  and  every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons, 
with  their  ftiipps  armour,  munition  and  other  goods  as  fiiall 
in  hoftile  manner  invade  orf  attempt  the  defeatinge  of  the 
faid  plantation,  or  the  hurt  of  the  faid  Company  and 
inhabitants.  Neverthelefs,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we 
do  hereby  declare  to  all  Chriftian  Kings,  Princes  and  States, 
That  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  which  fliall  hereafter  be  of  the 

faid 
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faid  Company  or  plantation,  or  any  other  by  lycenfe  or 
appointment  of  the  faid  Governour  and  Company  for  the 
tyme  being,  fhall  at  any  tyme  or  tymes  hereafter,  robb  or 
fpoyle  by  Tea  or  by  land,  or  do  any  hurt,  violence,  or  unlaw- 
full  hoftility  to  any  of  the  fubje<3;s  of  us,  our  heires  or 
fucceflbrs,  or  any  of  the  fubjefts  of  any  Prince  or  State  being 
then  in  league  and  amity  with  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs, 
and  that  upon  fuch  injury  done,  and  upon  juft  complaint  of 
fuch  Prince  or  State  or  theire  fubjeds.  Wee,  our  heires  or 
fuccefl"ors  fhall  make  open  proclamation  within  any  of  the 
parts  within  our  realme  of  England  commodious  for  that 
purpofe,  that  the  perfon  or  perfons  having  committed  any 
fuch  robbery  or  fpoyle,  fliall  within  the  terme  limited  by 
fuch  a  proclamation  make  full  reftitution  or  fatisfaftion  of 
all  fuch  injuries  done,  fo  as  the  faid  Princes  or  others  fo 
complaining  may  hould  themfelves  fully  fatisfied  and  con- 
tented. And  that  if  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  having  com- 
mitted fuch  robbery  or  fpoyle  fliall  not  make  or  caufe  to 
be  made  fatisfadion  accordingly,  within  fuch  tyme  fo  to  be 
lymited,  that  then  it  fliall  be  lawfull  for  us,  our  heires  and 
fucceflbrs,  to  putt  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  out  [22]  of  our  al- 
legiance and  protedlion  ;  and  that  it  fliall  be  lawfull  and  free 
for  all  Princes  to  profecute  with  hoftility  the  faid  off"enders 
and  every  of  them,  theire  and  every  of  theire  procurers, 
ayders,  abettors  and  conforters  in  that  behalfe.  Provided 
alfo,  and  our  exprefl*e  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  wee  do  by 
thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefl'ors,  ordaine  and 
appoint,  that  thefe  prelents  fliall  not  in  any  manner  enure, 
or  be  taken  to  abridge,  barre  or  hinder  any  of  our  lovinge 
fubjeds  whatfoever  to  ufe  and  exercife  the  trade  of  fifliing 
upon  that  coaft  of  New  England  in  America  by  thefe  prefents 
mentioned  to  be  granted :  But  that  they  or  any  and  every 
or  any  of  them  fliall  have  full  and  free  power  and  liberty  to 
continue  and   ufe  theire  faid   trade  of  fifliing  upon   the   faid 
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coaft  in  any  of  the  feas  thereunto  adjoining,  or  any  armes  of 
the  feas  or  fait- water  rivers  where  they  have  beene  wont  to 
fifh,  and  to  build  and  fet  up  upon  the  lands  by  thefe  prefents 
granted  fuch  wharfes,  ftages  and  workhoufes  as  fhall  be  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  falting,  drying,  keeping  and  packing  up  of 
theire  fifh  to  be  taken  or  gotten  upon  that  coaft :  and  to  cut 
downe  and  take  fuch  trees  and  other  materialls  there  growing, 
or  being,  or*  ftiall  be  needfull  for  that  purpofe,  and  for  all 
other  neceflary  eafements,  helpes  and  advantage  concerning 
theire  faid  trade  of  fiftiing  there  in  fuch  manner  and  forme  as 
they  have  beene  heretofore  at  any  tyme  accoftomed  to  doe, 
without  makeing  any  wilful)  wafte  or  fpoyle,  any  thing  in 
thefe  prefents  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 
And  we  do  further  for  us  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs  ordaine 
and  grant  to  the  faid  Governour  and  Company  and  their 
fucceffors  by  thefe  prefents,  that  thefe  our  letters  patents 
lllall  be  firme  good  effectual  and  available  in  all  things  and  to 
all  intents  and  conftruftions  of  lawe,  according  to  our  true 
meaning  herein  before  declared,  and  fhall  be  conftrued  reputed 
and  adjudged  in  all  cafes  moft  favourably  on  the  behalfe  and 
for  the  benefit  and  behoofe  of  the  faid  Governour  and  Com- 
pany and  their  fucceffors.  Although  expreffe  mention  of 
the  true  yearly  value  or  certainty  of  the  premifTes,  or  any  of 
23]  them,  or  of  any  other  gifts  or  grants  by  us  or  any  other 
of  our  progenitors  or  predecefTors  to  the  torefaid  Governour 
and  Company  before  this  time  made,  in  thefe  prefents  is 
not  made,  or  any  ftatute,  ad,  ordinance,  provifion,  proclama- 
tion or  reftraint  to  the  contrary  thereof  heretofore  had,  made, 
publifhed,  ordained  or  provided,  or  any  other  matter  caufe  or 
thing  whatfoever  to  the  contrarie  thereof  in  any  wife  notwith- 
ftanding. In  witnes  whereof  we  have  caufed  thefe  our  letters 
to  be  made  patent.  Witnefs  our  felves  at  Weftminfter,  the 
tourth  Day  of  March  in  the  fourth  yeare  of  our  reigne. 
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This  is  a  true  copy  of  fuch  letters  patents  un- 
der the  great  feal  of  England.  In  teftimony 
whereof  I  John  WInthrop  governour  of  the 
Mattachufetts  aforefaid  have  caufed  the  pub- 
lick  feal  of  the  fame  to  be  hereunto  affixed 
this  19th  day  of  the  month  called  March 
1 643- 1 644. 
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John  Winthrop,  Gov. 


Perhaps  the  occafion  of  making  this  copy  is  to  be  found  in  the  following  faft. 
A  general  court  was  held  7th  of  1  mo.  1643-4.  ^'  Bofton. — "Mr.  Eaton  defired 
a  copy  of  our  patent  to  fhow  the  Swedifh  governour  (at  his  requeft)  and  a  new 

commifTion  from  the  commifTioners  of  the  union This  coming  at  the 

fitting  of  the  general  court,  the  commiffioners  advifed  with  the  court  about  it,  who 
granted  both,  but  the  commiflion  with  a  falvo  jure."  Savage's  Winthrop,  ii-189. 
This  fhows  that  a  copy  was  then  made 

It  will  be  obferved  that  this  copy  of  the  Charter  is  one  made  here  and  certified 
by  Governor  Winthrop.  The  original  charter  under  the  Royal  feal  is  preferved 
at  the  State  Houfe,  and  an  exaft  copy  is  to  be  found  in  the  firft  volume  of  the 
Maflachufetts  Records.  The  preceding  copy  has  been  compared  with  this  printed 
Charter,  but  inafmuch  as  the  abbreviations  are  printed  by  Hutchinfon  in  full,  no 
attempt  has  been  made  to  reftore  the  original  form.  The  only  differences  worth 
mention  are  in  the  fpelling  of  Cradock  and  Pinchion,  which  Hutchinfon  fpelt 
Craddock  and  Pinchon,  and  in  his  ufe  of  the  word  companie,  where  the  original 
was  company 

The  duplicate  of  the  original  charter,  brought  to  this  country  by  Endecott  is 
now  preferved  in  the  Salem  Athenaum.  It  is  endorfed  "  A  duplicate  copie  of 
ye  *  *  *  *  *  granted  to  Sir  Henry  [Ro]  fewell  and  others." 


Mr  Francis 
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Mr.  Francis  Higginlbn's  Agreement  with  the  Maflachu- 
fets  Company,  the  Engagement  of  feveral  of  the  prin- 
cipal Undertakers  to  traniport  themfelves  and  Families, 
Mr.  Higginfon's  Journal  of  his  Voyage,  his  Confider- 
ations  in  favour  of  the  defign  of  colonizing,  and  his 
Anfwer  to  the  Objedlions   made   againft   it. 

The  Agreement  with  Mr.  Higginfon. 
A  true  note  of  the  allowance  that  the  New  England  Company 
have  by  common  confent  and  order  of  their  court   and 
counfell   granted  unto    Mr.   Francis    Higginfon   minifter, 
for  his  maintenance  in  New  England,  April  8.  1629. 
i.TMPRIMIS,  that  30/.  in  money  fhall  be  forthwith  paid 
J_   him  by  the  Companyes  treafurer  towards   the  chardges 
of  fitting  himfelf  with  apparell  and   other  neceflaryes 
for  his  voyage. 

2.  Item,  that  10/.  more  fhall  be  payed  over  by  the  faid 
treafurer  towards  the  providing  of  books  for  prefent  ufe. 

3.  Item,  that  he  Ihall  have  30/  yearely  paid  him  for  three 
yeares  to  beginne  from  the  tyme  of  his  firft  arrivall  in  New 
England  ;  and  fo  to  be  accounted  and  paid  him  at  the  end 
of  every  yeare. 

4.  Item,  that  during  the  faid  tyme  the  Company  fhall  pro- 
vide for  him  and  his  family  neceflaryes  of  diett,  houfing  and 
firewood  ;  and  Ihall  be  att  charges  of  tranfporting  him  into 
New  England:  And  at  the  end  of  the  faid  3  yeares,  if  he 
Ihall  not  like  to  continue  there  any  longer,  to  be  at  the  charge 
of  tranfporting  him  backe  for  England. 

5.  Item,  that  in  convenient  tyme  an  houfe  fhall  be  built, 
and  certayne  lands  allotted  thereunto  ;  which  during  his  ftay 
in  the  country  and  continuance  in  the  miniftry  fhall  bee  for 
his  ufe  ;  and  after  his  death  or  removall  the  fame  to  be  for 
fucceeding  miniflers. 

6,  Item, 
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25]  6.  Item,  at  the  expiration  of  the  faid  3  yeares  an  100  acres 
of  land  fhall  be  affigned  to  him  and  his  heires  forever. 

7.  Item,  that  in  cafe  hee  fliall  depart  this  life  in  that  coun- 
try, the  faid  Company  fhall  take  care  for  his  widdow  during 
her  widdowhood  and  aboade  in  that  country  and  plantation  ; 
and  the  like  for  his  children  whilft  they  remaine  upon  the 
faid  plantation. 

8.  Item,  that  the  milke  of  2  kyne  Ihall  bee  appointed 
towards  the  chardges  of  diett  for  him  and  his  familye  as  a- 
forefaid,  and  halfe  the  increafe  of  calves  during  the  faid  3 
years:  But  the  faid  2  kyne,  and  the  other  halfe  of  the  increafe 
to  returne  to  the  Company  at  the  end  of  the  faid  3   yeares. 

9.  Item,  that  he  fliall  have  liberty  of  carrying  over  bedding, 
linnen,  braffe,  iron,  pewter,  of  his  owne  for  his  neceflary  ufe 
during  the  faid  tyme. 

10.  Item,  that  if  he  continue  7  years  upon  the  faid  plan- 
tation, that  then  100  acres  of  land  more  fliall  be  allotted  him 
for  him  and  his  for  ever. 

The    true    coppie    of    the    agreement    at    Cambridge, 
Auguft   26.    1629,' 

UPON  due  confideration  of  the  ftate  of  the  plantation 
now  in  hand  for  New  England,  wherein  wee  (whofe 
names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed)  have  engaged  ourfelves  :  and 
having  weighed  the  greatnes  of  the  worke  in  regard  of  the 
confequence,  God's  glory  and  the  churches  good  ;  As  alfo  in 
regard  of  the  difficultyes  and  difcouragements  which  in  all 
probabilatyes  muft  be  forecaft  upon  the  execution  of  this  bu- 
finefle:  Confidering  withall  that  this  whole  adventure  growes 
upon  thejoynt  confidence  we  have  in  each  others  fidelity  and 
refolution  herein,  fo  as  no  man  of  us  would  have  adventured 
it  without  aflTurance  of  the  refl: :  Now,  for  the  better  encour- 
agement of  ourfelves  and  others  that  fliall  joyne  with  us  in 
this  adion,  and  to  the  end  that  every  man  may  without  fcru- 

pie 

1  This  date  Aug.  26">  refers  to  the  "  order  of  the  Court  Aug.  29"" " 
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26]  pie  difpofe  of  his  eftate  and  aiFayres  as  may  beft  fitt  his 
preparation  for  this  voyage,  it  is  fully  and  faithfully  agreed 
amongft  us,  and  every  of  us  doth  hereby  freely  and  fincerely 
promife  and  bind  himfelfe  in  the  word  of  a  chriftian  and  in 
the  prefence  of  God  who  is  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts,  that  we 
will  fo  really  endeavour  the  execution  of  this  worlce,  as  by 
God's  affiftance  we  will  be  ready  in  our  perfons,  and  with  fuch 
of  our  feverall  familyes  as  are  to  go  with  us,  and  fuch  provis- 
ion as  we  are  able  conveniently  to  furnifh  ourfelves  withal, 
to  embarke  for  the  faid  plantation  by  the  firft  of  March  next, 
at  fuch  port  or  ports  of  this  land  as  fhall  be  agreed  upon  by 
the  Company,  to  the  end  to  pafle  the  feas  (under  God's  pro- 
tedion)  to  inhabite  and  continue  in  New  England.  Provi- 
ded always,  that  before  the  laft  of  September  next  the  whole 
government  together  with  the  patent  for  the  faid  plantation 
be  firft  by  an  order  of  court  legally  transferred  and  eftabliflied 
to  remain  with  us  and  others  which  ftiall  inhabite  upon  the 
faid  plantation.  And  provided  alfo  that  if  any  {hall  be  hin- 
dered by  fuch  juft  and  inevitable  lett  or  other  caufe  to  be 
allowed  by  3  parts  of  foure  of  thefe  whofe  names  are 
hereunto  fubfcribed,  then  fuch  perfons  for  fuch  tymes  and 
during  fuch  letts  to  be  difcharged  of  this  bond.  And  we  do 
further  promife  every  one  for  himfelfe,  that  ftiall  fayle  to  be 
ready  through  his  own  default  by  the  day  appointed,  to  pay 
for  every  day's  default  the  sum  of  3/.  to  the  ufe  of  the  reft 
of  the  Company  who  ftiall  be  ready  by  the  fame  day  and  time. 
This  was  done  by  order^  of  court  the  29th  of  Auguft,  1629. 
Richard  Saltonftall  Ifaack  Johnfon 

Tho  :    Dudley  John  Humfrey 

William  VafTall  Tho  :   Sharp 

Nicko  :   Weft  Increafe  Nowell 

John  Winthrop  Will :   Pinchon 

Kellam  Browne  William  Colbron 

Generall 

2  There  is  nothing  about  this  "order"  in  the  records  of  29"»  Aug.,  but  "Aug. 
28*''  the  efpecial  caufe  of  their  meeting  was  to  give  anfwer  to  divers  gent,  intending 
to  goe  into  New  England." 
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27]     Generall  confiderations  for  the  plantation  in   New 
England,  with  an  anfwer  to  feveral  objedtionsJ 

FIRST,  it  will  be  a  fervice  to  the  church  of  great  confe- 
quence,  to  carry  the  gofpell  into  thofe  parts  of  the 
world,  and  to  raife  a  bulwarke  againft  the  kingdom  of  Anti- 
chrift  which  the  Jefuits  labour  to  rear  up  in  all  places'^  of 
the  world. 

Secondly,  all  other  churches  of  Europe  are  brought  to  def- 
olation,  and  it  may  be  juftly  feared  that  the  like  judgment  is 
coming  upon  us ;  and  who  knows  but  that  God  hath  provir 
ded  this  place  to  be  a  refuge  for  many  whom  he  meanes  to 
fave  out  of  the  general  deftrudlion. 

Thirdly,  the  land  growes  weary  of  her  inhabitants,  fo  that 
man,  which  is  the  moft  precious  of  all  creatures,  is  here  more 
vile  and  bafe  than  the  earth  they?  tread  upon ;  fo  as  children, 
neighbors  and  friends,  efpecially  of  the  poore,  are  counted 
the  greateft  burdens,  which  if  things  were  right,  would  be  the 
higheft  earthly  bleffings. 

Fourthly, 

3  Though  the  "  General  Confiderations "  are  here  printed  amongft  Higginfon's 
papers,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  he  was  the  author  of  them.  In  the  recently 
publifhed  Life  and  Letters  of  John  Winthrop,  (Bofton,  1864)  we  find  a  copy  of 
thefe  Confiderations  nearly  identical  with  this,  and  a  number  of  '■  Objcftions  and 
Anfwers  "  quite  different.  Thefe  documents  are  in  the  hand-writing  of  Forth 
Winthrop,  who  was  frequently  employed  as  a  copyift  by  his  father,  John  Winthrop. 
Another  copy  in  the  EngHfh  State  Paper  office  is  endorfed  "  White  of  Dorchefler 
his  inltruftions  for  the  plantation  of  New  England." 

Whoever  was  the  author  of  the  General  confiderations  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  copy  here  printed  is  inferior  to  the  one  in  Winthrop.  Several  paflages 
in  the  prefent  text  are  harfh  and  almolt  incomprehenfible,  but  a  comparifon  with 
Winthrop  reftores  the  meaning.  It  feems  highly  probable  that  the  copy  was  made 
hurriedly,  or  elfe  before  the  author  or  authors  had  revised  it.  The  Objeftions  and 
Anfwer  feem  to  be  in  a  different  category,  and  the  prefent  text  may  be  Mr.  Higginfon's, 
even  as  the  other  document  was  Winthrop's.  The  foot  notes  ftiow  Winthrop's 
variations. 

*  Rear  up  in  thefe  parts. — Winthrop.  ^  jfr^  tread  upon. — Winthrop. 
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Fourhly.*  Wee  are  growen  to  that  excefs  and  intemperance 
in  all  excefs  of  riot  as  no  meane7  eftate  almoft  will  fuffice  to 
keep  faile  with  his  equals,  and  he  that  fayles  in  it  mufl:  live 
in  forrow^  and  contempt.  Hence  it  comes  to  pafle  that  all 
arts  and  trades  are  carried  in  that  deceitful  manner  and  un- 
righteous courfe  as  it  is  almoft  impoffible  for  a  good  upright 
man  to  maintayne  his  charge  and  live  comfortably  in  any  of 
them. 

Fifthly.  The  fchoolls?  of  learning  and  religion  are  fo  cor- 
rupted, as  (befides  the  unfupportable  chardge  of  this'°educa- 
tion)  moft  children,  (even  the  beft  wittieft"  and  of  fayreft 
hopes)  are  perverted,  corrupted  and  utterly  over  powered  by 
the  multitude  of  evill  examples  and  licentious  governors  of 
thofe  feminaries. 

Sixthly."  The  whole  earth  is  the  Lord's  garden  and  hee 
hath  given  it  to  the  fons  of  Adam  to  bee  tilled  and  improved 
by  them,  why  then  fhould  we  ftand  ftarving  [28]  here  for  places 
of  habitation  (many  men  fpending  as  much  labor  and  coft  to 
recover  or  keepe  fometymes  an  acre  or  two  of  lands,  as  would 
procure  him  many  hundreds  of  acres,  as  good  or  better  in 
another  place)  and  in  the  meane  tyme  fuffer  whole  countryes'3 
as  profitable  for  the  ufe  of  man,  to  lye  wafte  without  any 
improvement  ? 

Seventhly.  What  can  bee  a  better  worke  and  more  noble 
and  worthy  a  chriftian,  than  to  helpe  to  raife  and  fupport  a 
particular  church  while  it  is  in  its  infancy,  and  to  join  our 
forces  with  fuch  a  company  of  faithfuU  people,  as  by  a  tymely 

afliftance 

•  The  fouith  paragraph  is  the  fifth  in  W  ;  and  the  fifth  here  is  his  fixth. 

'  No  man's  eftate.  W. 

8  Scorne.  W. 

"  The  Fountaines  of  learning.     W. 

10  Their  education.     W. 

11  Beft  wins.     W. 

12  The  Sixth  paragraph  is  the  fourth  in  W. 

13  A  whole  Continent.     W 
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affiftance  may  grow  ftronger  and  profper,  and  for  want  of  it 
may  be  put  to  great  hazzard  if  not  wholly  ruinated  ? 

Eightly.  If  any  fuch  as  are  known  to  bee  godly  and  live 
in  wealth  and  profperity  here,  fhall  forfake  all  this  to  joyn 
themfelves  with  church,  and  runne  in  hazard  with  them  of 
hard  and  meane  condition,  it  will  be  an  example  of  great  ufe 
both  for  the  removing'4  of  fcandall  and  finfter  and  worldly  re- 
fpedts,  to  give  more  lyfe  to  the  faith  of  God's  people  in  their 
prayers  for  the  plantation  and  alfo  to  encourage  others  to 
joyne  the  more  willingly  in  it. 

OBJECTIONS. 

Objedt.  I. '5  It  will  be  a  great  wrong  to  our  owne  church 
and  country  to  take  away  the  beft  people  ;  and  we  ftill  lay  it 
more  open  to  the  judgments  feared. 

Anf.  I  ft  The  number  will  be  nothing  in  refped:  of  thofe 
that  are  left,  idly,  Many  that  live  to  no  ufe  here,  more  than 
for  their  own  private  familyes,  may  bee  employed  to  a  more 
common  good  in  another  place,  jdly.  Such  as  are  of  good 
ufe  here  may  yett  be  fo  employed  as  the  church  ftiall  receive 
no  lofTe.  And  fince  Chrift's  coming  the  church  is  to  be  con- 
ceived as  univerfall  without  diftindlion  of  countryes,  fo  as  he 
that  doth  good  in  any  one  place  ferves  the  church  in  all  places, 
in  regard  of  the  unitye.  4thly,  It  is  the  revealed  will  of  God 
that  the  gofpell  fhould  be  preached  to  all  nations,  and  though 
we  know  not  whether  the  Indians  will  receive  it  or  not,  yet 
it  is  a  good  worke  to  obferve  God's  will  in  offering  it  to  them  ; 
for  God  ftiall  have  glory  by  it  though  they  refuie  it. 

Obj.  2.'^  Wee  have  feared  a  judgment  a  long  tyme,  but 
yet  we  are  fafe ;  therefore  it  were  better  to  ftay  till  it  come, 
and  either  we  may  flie  then,  or  if  we  be  overtaken  in  it  wee 
may  well  be  content  to  fufFer  with  fuch  a  church  as  ours  is. 

Anf. 

•I  Removing  the  fcandall  of  worldly  &  finifter  refpefts.  W. 

15  This  is  the  fecond  objeftion  in  Winthrop. 

16  This  is  the  third  in  Winthrop,  and  is  almoft  identical, 
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Anf.  It  is  likely  that  this  confideration  made  the  churches 
beyond  the  feas  as  the  Palatinate  and  Rochel,  &c.  to  fit  ftill 
at  home,  and  not  look  out  for  fhelter  while  they  might  have 
found  it,  but  the  wofull  fpeftacle  of  their  ruine  may  teach  us 
more  wifdom  to  avoid  the  plague  while  it  is  forefeene,  and 
not  to  tarry  as  they  did  till  it  overtooke  them.  (If  they  were 
now  at  their  former  liberty  wee  may  be  fure  they  would  take 
other  courfes  for  their  fafety.)  And  though  moft  of  them 
had  mifcarried  in  their  efcape,  yet  it  had  not  been  halfe  fo 
miferable  to  themfelves,  or  fcandalous  to  religion,  as  this 
defperate  backfliding  and  abjuring  the  truth,  which  many  of 
the  antient  profeflbrs  among  them,  and  the  whole  pofterity 
that  remayne  are  plunged  into. 

Obj.  3. '7  Wee  have  here  a  fruitfull  land  with  peace  and 
plenty  of  all  things. 

Anf.  Wee  are  like  to  have  as  good  conditions  there  in  tyme ; 
but  yet  we  muft  leave  all  this  abundance,  if  it  bee  not  taken 
from  us.  When  we  are  in  our  graves,  it  will  be  all  one 
whether  we  have  lived  in  plenty  or  in  penury,  whether  we 
have  dyed  in  a  bed  of  downe  or  lockes  of  ftraw.  Onely  this 
is  the  advantage  of  the  meane  condition,  that  it  is  a  more 
freedom  to  dye.  And  the  lefle  comfort  any  have  in  the  things 
of  this  world,  the  more  liberty  they  have  to  lay  up  treafure 
in  heaven. 

Obj.  4.  Wee  may  perifti  by  the  way  or  when  wee  come 
there,  having  hunger  or  the  fword,  &c.  and  how  uncomfort- 
able will  it  be  to  fee  our  wives  and  children  and  friends  come 
to  such  miferie  by  our  occafion  ? 

Anf.  Such  objedions  favour  to  much  of  the  flefh.  Who 
30]  can  fecure  himfelfe  or  his  from  the  like  calamities  here  ?  If 
this  courfe  be  warrantable,  we  may  truft  God's  providence  for 
thefe  things.  Either  he  will  keepe  thofe  evils  from  us,  or 
will  difpole  them  for  our  good  and  enable  us  to  beare  them. 

Obj.'^   5.  But   what  warrant   have    we  to  take  that  land, 

which 

1"  Objeftions  3  &  4  are  not  in  W. 

1^  This  is  the  firft  in  W.;  the  fubftance  is  the  fame,  but  this  copy  feems  abbreviated. 
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which  is  and  hath  been  of  long  tyme  poflefled  of  others  the 
fons  of  Adam  ? 

Anf.  That  which  is  common  to  all  is  proper  to  none. 
This  favage  people  ruleth  over  many  lands  without  title  or 
property  ;  for  they  inclofe  no  ground,  neither  have  they  cat- 
tell  to  maintayne  it,  but  remove  their  dwellings  as  they  have  oc- 
cafion,  or  as  they  can  prevail  againft  their  neighbours.  And 
why  may  not  chriftians  have  liberty  to  go  and  dwell  amongft 
them  in  their  wafte  lands  and  woods  (leaving  them  fuch  places 
as  they  h%ve  manured  for  their  corne)  as  lawfully  as  Abraham 
did  among  the  Sodomites  ?  For  God  hath  given  to  the  fons 
of  men  a  twofould  right  to  the  earth  ;  there  is  a  naturall  right 
and  a  civil  right.  The  firft  right  was  naturall  when  men  held 
the  earth  in  common,  every  man  fowing  and  feeding  where 
he  pleafed  :  Then,  as  men  and  cattell  increafed,  they  appro- 
priated fome  parcells  of  ground  by  enclofing  and  peculiar 
manurance,  and  this  in  tyme  got  them  a  civil  right.  Such 
was  the  right  which  Ephron  the  Hittite  had  to  the  field  of 
Machpelah,  wherein  Abraham  could  not  bury  a  dead  corpfe 
without  leave,  though  for  the  out  parts  of  the  countrey  which 
lay  common,  he  dwelt  upon  them  and  toolce  the  fruite  of 
them  at  his  pleafure.  This  appears  alfo  in  Jacob  and  his 
fons,  who  fedd  their  flocks  as  bouldly  in  Canaanites  land,  for 
he  is  faid  to  be  lord  of  the  country  ;  and  at  Dotham  and  all 
other  places  men  accounted  nothing  their  owne,  but  that 
which  they  had  appropriated  by  their  own  induftry,  as  appears 
plainly  by  Abimelech's  fervants,  who  In  their  own  countrey 
did  often  contend  with  Ifaac's  fervants  about  wells  which 
they  had  digged  ;  but  never  about  the  lands  which  they  oc- 
cupied. So  likewife  betweene  Jacob  and  Laban  ;  he  would 
not  [31]  take  a  kidd  of  Laban's  without  fpeciallcontrad:;buthe 
makes  no  bargaine  with  him  for  the  land  where  he  fedd. 
And  it  is  probable  that  if  the  countrey  had  not  been  as  free 
for  Jacob  as  for  Laban,  that  covetous  wretch  would  have 
made  his  advantage  of  him,  and  have  upbraided  Jacob  with 
F  it 
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it  as  he  did  with  the  reft,  idly,  There  is  more  than  enough 
for  them  and  us.  jdly,  God  hath  confumedthe  natives  with 
a  miraculous  plague,  whereby  the  greater  part  of  the  country 
is  left  voide  of  inhabitants.  4thly,  We  ftiall  come  in  with 
good  leave  of  the  natives. 

Obj.  6. '9  We  fhould  fend  our  young  ones  and  fuch  as  can 
beft  be  fpared,  and  not  of  the  beft  of  our  minifters  and  ma- 
giftrates. 

Anf  It  is  a  great  worke,  and  requires  more  flcilfuU  artifi- 
cers to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new  building,  than  to  uphold 
and  repayre  one  that  is  already  built.  If  great  things  be  at- 
tempted by  weake  inftruments,  the  effefts  will  be  anfwerable. 

Obj.  7.  Wee  fee  that  thofe  plantations  that  have  been  for- 
merly made  fucceeded  ill. 

Anf  The  fruit  of  any  public  defigne  is  not  to  be  difcerned 
by  the  immediate  fuccefs  :  it  may  appear  in  tyme,  that  they 
were  all  to  good  ufe.  2dly,  There  were  great  fundamental 
errours  in  others,  which  are  like  to  be  avoided  in  this  :  for  ift 
their  mayne  end  and  purpofe  was  carnall  and  not  religious. 
2d,  They  aymed  chiefly  at  profitt  and  not  at  the  propagation 
of  religion.  3d,  They  ufed  too  unfitt  inftruments,  a  multi- 
tude of  rude  and  ungoverned  perfons,  the  very  fcums  of  th 
land.*'  4th,  They  did  not  ftablifti  a  right  fourme  of  gover- 
ment. 

"  Not  in  W. 

'"  This  is  the  fourth  in  W.  His  anfwer  is  much  longer  and  he  fays  efpecially 
"none  of  the  former  fuilained  any  great  damage  but  Virginia,  which  happened 
through  their  owne  flouth  and  fecurity." 

21  This  is  alfo  in  Winthrop. 

It  feems  probable  that  Higginfon  faw  Winthrop's  Objeftions  and  poffibly  he  ufed 
an  earher  draught.  A  comparifon  leads  one  almoft  to  imagine  that  he  heard  it 
read  and  made  notes  which  were  afterwards  written  out.  At  all  events  the  prob- 
abilities are  in  favor  of  Winthrop  being  the  author,  and  his  copy  is  much  more 
valuable  than  this  one. 


A  true 
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[3  2]  A  true  relation  of  the  laft  voyage  to  New  England,|declaring 
all  circumftances  with  the  manner  of  the  paflage  we  had 
by  fea,  and  what  mannerof  country  and  inhabitants  we  found 
when  we  came  to  land  ;  and  what  is  the  prefent  ftate  and 
condition  of  the  Englifh  people  that  are  there  already. 

Faithfully  recorded  according  to  the  very  truth,  for  the  fatis- 
fadtion  of  very  many  of  my  loving  friends,  who  have  earn- 
eftly  requefted  to  be  truly  notifyed  in  thefe  things. 

Written  from  New  England  July  24.  1629. 
Any  curious  criticke  that  lookes  for  exaftnes  of  phrafes,  or 

expert  feaman  that  regards  propriety  of  fea-terms,  may  be 

difappointed. 
A  true  relation  of  the  laft  voyage  to  New  England,  made  the 

laft  fummer,  begun  the  25th  of  April,  being  Saturday  Anno 

Domini,  1629. 

THE  Company  of  New  England,  confifting  of  many 
worthy  gentlemen  in  the  citty  of  London,  Dorcefter, 
and  other  places,  ayming  at  the  glory  of  God,  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  gofpell  of  Chrift,  the  converfion  of  the  In- 
dians, and  the  enlargement  of  the  King's  Majefty's  dominions 
in  America,  and  being  authorifed  by  his  royal  letters  patents 
for  that  end,  at  their  very  great  coft  and  charges,  furniflied  5 
fhips  to  go  to  New  England,  for  the  further  fettling  of  the 
Englifti  plantation  that  they  had  already  begun  there. 

The  names  of  the  5  ftiipps  were  as  folioweth. 
The  firft  is  called  the  Talbot,  a  good  and  ftrong  ftiip  of 
300  tunnes,  and  19  pieces  of  ordinance,  and  ferved  with  30 
mariners.  This  ftiip  carried  about  an  100  planters,  6  goates, 
5  great  pieces  of  ordinance,  with  meale,  oatemeale,  peafe,  and 
all  manner  of  munition  and  provifion  for  the  plantation  for  a 
twelve  monthe. 

The  fecond  the  George,  another  ftrong  ftiip  alfo,  about 

300 
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300  tunnes,  20  pieces  of  ordinance,  ferved  with  about  30 
\2>'i\  mariners  ;  her  chiefe  carriage  were  cattell,  12  mares,  30 
kyne,  and  some  goats  :  also  there  gad  in  her  52  planters  and 
other  provifion. 

The  third  is  called  the  Lyon's  Whelp,  a  neat  and  nimble 
Ihip  of  1 20  tunnes,  8  pieces  of  ordinance,  carrying  in  her  many 
mariners  and  about  40  planters,  fpecially  from  Dorcefter  and 
other  places  thereabouts,  with  provifion,  and  4  goats. 

The  4th  is  called  the  Four  Sifters,  as  I  heare,  of  about  300 
tunns,  which  fayme  fhip  carried  many  cattell,  with  paflengers 
and  provifion. 

The  5th  is  called  the  Mayflower,  carrying  pafl^engers  and 
provifion. 

Now  amongft  thefe  5  fiiips,  the  George  having  the  fpecial 
and  urgent  caufe  of  haftening  her  paflage,  fet  fayle  before  the 
reftabout  the  middle  of  April.  And  the  Four  Sifters  and  the 
Mayflower,  not  being  thoroughly  furniftied,  intended,  as  we 
heard,  to  fet  forth  about  3  weeks  after  us  :  But  we  that 
were  in  the  Talbot  and  the  Lyon's  Whelp,  being  ready  for 
our  voyage,  by  the  good  hand  of  God's  providence,  hoyfted  our 
fayle  from  Graves-end  on  Saturday  the  25th  of  April,  about 
7  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Having  but  a  faynt  wind  we 
could  not  go  farre  that  day,  but  at  night  we  ancred"  againft 
Lie,^3  which  is  12  miles  from  Gravesend,  and  there  we  refted 
that  night,  and  kept  Sabbath  the  next  day. 

On  Monday,  (the  27th)  we  fat  forward  and  came  to  the 
flats,  a  pafl"age  fomewhat  difficult  by  reafon  of  the  narrownes 
of  the  channel  and  fliallownes  of  the  water  ;  and  going  over 
this  we  were  in  fome  daunger  :  for  our  fliip  being  heavy  laden 
and  drawing  deepe  water  was  fenfibly  felt  of  us  all  to  ftrike 
3  or  4  tymes  on  the  ground  :  but  the  wind  blowing  fome- 
what ftrong  we  were  carried  fwiftly  on,  and  at  laft  by  God's 
blefling  came  fafe  to  ancre   at  Gorin   roade. 

Tuefday  (28th)  we  went  a  little  further,  and  ancred  over 
againft  Margret  Downe,^*  flaying  for  a  wind  for  the  Downes. 

Wednefday 

2^  Arrived,  in  former  ed.      23  ],eigh,  in  former  ed. 

24  The  ms.  feems  to  read   Margret  Towne,  and  no  doubt  means  Margate. 
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Wednefday  (29)  we  came  fafely  through  with  much  turn- 
ing and  tacking  thorow  the  Gullies^5  into  the  Downes,  and 
flayed  that  night. 

[34]  Thurfday,  (30th)  Fryday  and  Saturday  (May  ift  & 
2d.)  the  wind  blew  hard  from  fouth  weft  and  caufed  our  fhip  to 
daunce,  and  divers  of  our  paflengers  and  my  wifFe  fpecially  were 
fea  ficke.  Here  the  King's  {hip  called  the  Aflurance,  prefled 
2  of  our  mariners.  Here  we  faw  many  porpufes  playing  in 
the  fea,  which  they  fay  is  a  figne  of  foule  weather. 

(May  3.)  Sabbath  day,  a  windye  day  and  could:  We 
kept  Sabbath  flaying  ftill  at  the  Downes. 

Monday  (4th)  God  fent  us  a  fayre  gale  of  winde,  North 
N.  Eaft,  whereby  we  came  merrily  from  the  Downes,  and 
pafRng  Dover  we  faw  6  or  7  faile  of  Dunkirkers  wafting  after 
us  ;  but  it  feemed  they  faw  our  company  was  too  ftrong  for 
them,  for  then  we  had  with  us  3  or  4  fhips  that  went  for  the 
Streights :  So  they  returned  backe  from  purfuing  us  any 
longer.  But  fayling  with  a  good  wind  we  went  fpeedily,  and 
at  night  came  neare  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  but  being  darke,  we 
durft  not  put  into  the  channell,  but  put  backe  for  fea-roome 
4  hours,  and  then  other  4  houres  fayled  backe  agayne  the 
fame  way. 

Tuefday  (5th)  early  in  the  morning  we  entered  the  channell, 
the  wind  being  weake  and  calme,  and  pafled  by  Portfmouth 
very  flowly :  but  in  the  afternoone  the  wind  quickened,  and 
we  were  forced  to  ancre  a  little  on  this  fide  Cowcaftle,  but 
the  wind  growing  more  favourable,  we  weighed  and  came  to 
ancre  again,  right  againft  Cowcaftle,  thinking  to  ftay  that 
night,  the  wind  being  very  calme.  Here  I  and  my  wifFe  and 
my  daughter  Mary,  and  2  maids,  and  fome  others  with  us, 
obtained  of  the  mafter  of  the  fhip  to  go  a  flioare  to  refrefti 
us,  and  to  wafti  our  linnens,  and  fo  we  lay  at  Cowes  that 
night.  But  the  wind  turning  when  we  were  abfent,  they  hoyft- 
ed  fayle  and  left  us  there,  and  ancred  8  miles  further,  over 
againft  Yarmouth,  about  8  of  the  clocke  at  night. 

Wednefday 

25  Gull  channel  is  on  the  prefent  maps. 
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Wednefday  (6th)  betyme  in  the  morning  the  fhalope  was 
fent  from  the  fhip  to  fetch  us  to  Yarmouth  ;  but  the  water 
proved  rough  and  our  women  defired  to  be  fett  on  fhoare  3 
miles  fhort  of  Yarmouth,  and  fo  went  on  foote  by  land  and 
lodge  in  Yarmouth  that  night. 

[35]  On  Thurfday  and  Fryday  (7th  &  8th)  there  mafter 
Becher,  allowed  by  the  Company,  gave  me  40/.  to  make  our 
provifion  of  what  things  we  would  for  the  voyage. 

Saturday  (9th)  we  went  to  board  again  ;  and  this  day  we 
had  1  other  men  prefled  to  ferve  the  King's  fhip  ;  but  we  got 
one  agayne  by  intreaty. 

The  Sabbath  next  day  (loth)  we  kept  the  fhip,  where  I 
preached  in  the  morning  ;  and  in  the  afternoone  was  intreated 
to  preach  at  Yarmouth,  where  Mr.  Meare  and  Captain  Borley 
entertained  us  very  kyndly,  and  earneflly  defired  to  be  noeti- 
fied^*  of  our  fafe  arrivall  in  New  England,  and  of  the  ftate  of 
the  country. 

Monday  morning  (nth)  blew  a  fay  re  wind  from  E,  S.  E. 
and  the  Lion's  Whelp  having  taken  in  all  her  provifion  for 
pafTengers,  about  3  of  the  clocke  in  the  afternoone  we  hoyfed 
fayle  for  the  Needles,  and  by  God's  guidance  fafely  pafTed 
that  narrow  pafTage  a  little  after  4  a  clocke  in  the  afternoone. 
And  being  entred  into  the  fea,  from  the  top  of  the  mafl:,  we  dif  ■ 
cerned  4  fayle  of  fhips  lying  fouthward  from  us.  But  night 
coming  on  we  tooke  in  our  long  boate  and  fhalope.  And  the 
next  day  (12th)  we  had  a  fayre  gale  of  Eafterly  wind  that 
brought  us  towards  night  as  farre  as  the  Lizzard. 

Wednefday  (13th)  the  wind  flill  houlding  eafterly,  we  came 
as  farre  as  to  the  land's  end,  in  the  utmoft  part  of  Cornewall, 
and  fo  left  our  dear  native  foyle  of  England  behind  us  ;  and 
fayling  about  10  leagues  further  we  pafl"ed  the  lies  of  Sillie 
and  launched  the  fame  day  a  great  way  into  the  maine  ocean. 
And  now  my  wifFe  and  other  pafTengers  began  to  feele  the 
toffing  waves  of  the  wefterne  fea,  and  fo  were  very  fea  ficke. 

And 

2i'  Satisfied,  in  former  ed. 
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And  this  is  to  be  noted,  that  all  this  while  our  paflage  hath 
beene  upon  the  coaft  ot  England,  fo  ought  truly  to  be  ac- 
counted the  firft  day  of  our  parting  with  Ould  England. 

Thurfday  {14th)  the  fame  eafterly  wind  blew  all  day  and 
night,  and  the  next  day  (15th)  fo  that  fome  of  the  feamen 
thought  we  were  come  by  this  tyme  ioo^7  leagues  from  Eng- 
land, but  towards  night  the  wind  was  calme. 

36]  Saturday  (i6th)  we  were  becalmed  all  day.  This  day 
met  us  a  little  fhip  that  came  from  Chriftopher  iflands. 

Sabbath  (17th)  being  the  firft  Lord's  day  we  held  at  fea 
was  very  calm,  efpecially  in  the  morning,  but  we  were  dif- 
turbed  in  our  morning  fervice  by  the  appearance  of  a  Bif- 
kainers  ftiip,  a  man  of  warre,  that  made  towards  us,  and 
manned  out  his  boate  to  view  us  :  But  finding  us  too 
ftrong  for  him  he  dared  not  venture  fo  aflault  us,  but  made  off. 

This  day  my  two  children  Samuel  and  Mary  began  to  be 
ficke  of  the  fmall-pocks  and  purples  together,  which  was 
brought  into  the  Ihip  by  one  Mr.  Browne  who  was  ficke  of 
the  fame  at  Graves-end,  whom  it  pleafed  God  to  make  the 
firft  occafion  of  bringing  that  contagious  ficknes  among  us; 
where  with  many  were  after  afflifted. 

Monday  (i8th)  calme  ftill,  the  wind  being  N.  W.  blowing 
a  little  towards  evening,  but  contrary  to  our  courfe. 

Tuefday  (19th)  wind  S.  W.  as  little  helpfuU  as  the  former, 
and  blowing  very  weake.  This  day  the  mafter  of  the  ftiip, 
myfelf  and  another  went  aboard  the  Lion's  Whelpe,  where 
Mr.  Gibs  made  us  welcome  with  bountiful  entertainment. 
And  this  day  towards  night  my  daughter  grew  ficker,  and  many 
blew  fpots  were  feene  upon  her  breaft,  which  affrighted  us. 
At  the  firft  we  thought  they  had  beene  the  plague  tokens  ;  but 
we  found  afterwarde  that  it  was  only  an  high  meafure  of  the 

At 
2"  200,  in  former  edit.  This  is  one  of  the  places  which  ftrongly  confirms  the 
belief  that  Hutchinfon  ufed  this  ms.  The  figure  i  is  written  peculiarly  with  a 
flight  up  ftroke,  so  that  it  refembles  an  angular  z.  From  a  comparifon  with  other 
paffages  it  is  clearly  intented  for  lOO  leagues;  it  is  impoflible  that  they  could  have 
failed  200  leagues  in  two  days,  a  fpeed  rarely  attained  by  veflels  now. 
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infeftion  of  the  pocks,  which  were  ftruck  agayne  into  the  child, 
and  fo  it  was  God's  will  the  child  dyed  about  5  of  the  clocke  at 
night,  being  the  firft  in  our  fhip  that  was  buried  in  the  bowels  of 
the  great  Atlantic  fea;  which,  as  it  was  a  griefe  to  us  her  parents 
and  a  terrour  to  all  the  reft,  as  being  the  beginning  of  a  con- 
tagious difeafe  and  mortality,  fo  in  the  fame  judgment  it 
pleafed  God  to  remember  mercy  in  the  child,  in  freeing  it  from 
a  world  of  mifery  wherein  otherwife  fhe  had  lived  all  her  daies. 
For  being  about  4  years  ould,  a  yeare  fince,  we  know  not  by 
what  means,  fweyd  in  the  backe,  fo  that  it  was  broken  and 
grew  crooked,  and  the  joynts  of  her  hipps  were  loofed,  and 
her  knees  went  crooked,  pittiful  to  fee.  Since  which  flie 
hath  had  a  moft  [37]  lamentable  payne  in  her  belly  and  would 
oft  tymes  cry  out  in  the  day  and  in  her  fleep  alfo,  my  belly  ! 
which  declared  her  extraordinary  diftemper.  So  that  in  re- 
fped  of  her  we  had  caufe  to  take  her  death  as  a  bleffing  from 
the  Lord  to  ftiorten  her  miferie. 

Wednefday  (20th)  a  wet  morning,  the  wind  was  W.  S.  W. 
and  in  the  afternoon  N.  W.  &  by  W.,  both  being  contrary  to 
our  courfe,  which  was  to  fail  W.  &  by  S.  Thus  it  pleafed 
God  to  lay  his  hand  upon  us  by  ficknes  and  death  and  con- 
trary winds;  and  ftirred  up  fome  of  us  to  make  the  motion 
of  humbling  ourfelves  under  the  hand  of  God,  by  keeping  a 
folemn  day  of  fafting  and  prayer  unto  God,  to  befeech  him 
to  remove  the  continuance  and  further  increafe  of  thefe  evills 
from  us,  which  was  willingly  condefcended  unto  as  a  duty 
very  fitting  and  needful  for  our  prefent  ftate^^  and  condition. 

Thurfday  (21ft)  there  being  two  minifters  in  the  fhip,  Mr. 
Smith  and  myfelfe,  we  endeavoured,  together  with  others,  to 
confecrate  the  day  as  a  folemn  fafting  and  humiliation  to  Al- 
mighty God,  as  a  furtherance  of  our  prefent  worke.  And  it 
pleafed  God  the  ftiip  was  becalmed  all  day,  fo  that  we  were 
freed  from  any  encumbrance  ;  and  as  foone  as  we  had  done 
prayers,    fee   and   behold  the    goodnes  of  God,    about  7   a 

clock 

2'^  Blank  in  manufcript. 
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clock  at  night  the  wind  turned  to  N.E.  and  we  had  a  fayre 
gale  that  night,  as  a  manifeft  evidence  of  the  Lord's  hearing 
our  prayers.  I  heard  fome  of  the  mariners  fay,  they  thought 
this  was  the  firft  fea-faft  that  "ever  was  kept,  and  that  they 
never  heard  of  the  like  performed  at  fea  before. 

Fryday  (22nd)  the  wind  fayre  and  Eaft*  northerly,  and  for 
our  purpofe  for*  New  England.  It  did  blow  ftrongly  and 
carried  us  amayne  with  toffing  waves,  which  did  affright  them 
that  were  not  wonted  to  fuch  lights. 

Saturday  (23d)  the  fame  wind  blowing  but  more  gently. 
Now  we  were  comforted  with  the  hope  of  my  fonne  Samuel's 
recovery  of  the  pockes. 

(24th)  The  2d  Lord's  day,  an  ordely  wind  and  profperous. 
[38]  On  Monday  (25th)  a  fayre  frumme^9  gale,  the  wind 
S.S.W. 

Tuefday  (26th)  about  10  of  the  clocke  in  the  morning, 
whilft  we  were  at  prayers  a  ftrong  and  fudden  blaft  came  from 
the  north,  that  hoyfed  up  the  waves  and  tofled  us  more  than 
ever  before,  and  held  us  all  the  day  till  toward  night,  and  then 
abated  little  by  little  till  it  was  calme.  This  day  Mr.  GoiFe's 
great  dog  fell  overboard  and  could  not  be  recovered. 

Wednefday  (27th)  the  wind  ftill  N.  and  calme  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  about  noone  there  arofe  a  So.  wind,  which  encreafed 
more  and  more,  fo  that  it  feemed3°  to  us  that  are  landfmen  a 
fore  and  terrible  ftorm  ;  for  the  wind  blew  mightily,  the 
rayne  fell  vehemently,  the  fea  roared  and  the  waves  tofled  us 
horribly  ;  befides  it  was  fearfull  darke  and  the  mariners 
maids'  was  afraid  ;  and  noyfe  on  the  other  fide  with  their  run- 
ning here  and  there,  lowd  crying  one  to  onother  to  pull  at 
this  and  that  rope.  The  waves  powred  themfelves  over  the 
fliip  that  the  two  boats  were  filled  with  water,  that  they  were 
fayne  to  fl;rike  holes  in  the  midft  of  them  to  let  the  water  out. 

Yea 

*  Blank  in  manufcripts. 

2S  Hutchinfon  h-asfurme —  i.  e.  firm. 

30  Proved,  in  former  ed- 

31  mait  in  former  ed.  ;  the  manufcript  is  plain,  but  Young  has  mate. 

G 
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Yea  by  the  violence  of  the  waves  the  long  boat's  coard?^ 
which  held  it  was  broken,  and  it  had  like  to  have  been  wafhed 
overboard,  had  not  the  mariners  with  much  payne  and  daunger 
recovered  the  fame.  But  this  lafted  not  many*  houres  :  after* 
which*  it  became  a  calmifh  day.  All  which  while  I  lay  clofe 
and  warmeinmycabine,  but  farre from  having  lift  tofleepewith 
Jonah  ;  my  thoughts  were  otherwife  employed  as  the  tyme 
and  place  required.  Then  I  faw  the  truth  of  the  fcripture, 
Pfal.  107,  from  the  23d  to  the  jad.  And  my  feare  at  this 
tyme  was  the  lefle,  when  I  remembred  what  a  loving  friend 
of  myne,  a  minifter  accuftomed  to  fea  ftorms  faid  to  me  that 
I  might  not  be  difmayed  at  fuch  ftorms,  for  they  were  ordi- 
nary at  fea,  and  it  feldom  falls  out  that  a  fhip  perifheth  at 
ftorms,33  if  it  have  fea-roome.  Which  I  the  rather  wryte  that 
others,  as  well  as  myfelfe  by  the  knowledge  hereof  may  be 
encouraged  and  prepared  againft  thefe  ordinary  fea-ftorms. 

Thurfday  (28th)  So.  wind;  calme  at  night.  [Mr.  Smith's 
child  of  nenton  in  Lancafhire  there  borne,  ficke  this  day.]34 

[39]  On  Fryday  (29th)  a  boiftrous  wind  blowing  crofle, 
but  was  allayed  towards  night  with  a  fhower  of  rayne. 

Saturday  30th.  So.  wind,  but  fayre  and  quiett. 

Sabbath  day  (31ft)  being  the  3d.  Lord's  day,  fayre  and 
calme  ;  we  faw  abundance  of  grampus  fifhes,  2  or  3  yards 
long,  and  a  body  as  bigg  as  an  oxe. 

Monday  (June  i)  the  wind  wefterly  and  calme  :  But  be- 
fides  our  being  ftayed  by  contrary  winds  we  begun  to  find  the 
temperature  of  the  ayre  to  alter  and  to  become  more  foletry 
and  fubjedl  to  unwholefome  foggs.  For  coming  now  to  the 
height  of  the  Wefterne  Iflands,  fome  of  our  men  fell  ficke  of 
the  fcurvie  and  other  of  the  fmall  pockes,  which  more  and 
more  increafed  :     Yet  thankes  be  to  God  none  dyed  of  it  but 

my 

3-  roape  in  former  ed.  ;  cord  in  Young. 

*  blank  in  manufcript. 

33  them  in  former  ed. 

31  The  paflage  in  brackets  was  crofTed  out  with  a  pen  and  is  omitted  by  Hutchin- 
fon  and  Young.      The  name  of  the  town  is  indiftinft. 


39]  ColleBion  of  Papers.  43 

my  owne  child  mentioned.  And  therefore,  according  to  our 
great  need,  we  appointed  another  faft  for  the  next  day. 

Tuefday  (2d)  we  folemnly  celebrate  another  faft.  The 
Lord  that  day  heard  us  before  we  prayed  and  gave  us  an 
anfwer  before  we  called  ;  for  early  in  the  morning  the  wind 
turned  full  eaft,  being  as  fitt  a  wind  as  could  blow.  And  fit- 
ting at  my  ftudy  on  the  fhip's  poope  I  faw  many  bonny  fi(hes3S 
and  porpofes  purfuing  one  another,  and  leaying  fome  of  them 
a  yard  above  the  water.  Alfo  as  we  were  at  prayers  under 
the  hatch,  fome  that  were  above  faw  a  whale  puffing  up  wa- 
ter not  farre  from  the  ftiip.  Now  my  wifFe  was  pretty  well 
recovered  of  her  fea  ficknefle. 

Wednefday  (3d)  a  fayre  day  and  fine  gale  of  full  Eaft  wind. 
This  day  myfelfe  and  others  faw  a  large  round  fifti  fayling  by 
the  ftiip's  fide,  about  a  yard  in  length  and  rounders?^  every 
way.  The  mariners  called  it  a  funne  fifh  ;  it  fpreadeth  out 
the  finnes  like  beames  on  every  fide  4  or  5. 

Thursday  and  Fryday  (4th  &  5th)  the  wind  full  E.  we 
were  carried  with  admiration  on  our  journey.  By  this  we 
were  more  than  halfway  to  New  England.  This  day  a  fifii  very 
ftraunge  to  me,  they  call  it  a  carvell37  ;  which  came  by  the  fliip 
fide,  wafting  along  the  top  of  the  water.  It  appeared  at  the 
firft  like  a  bubble  above  the  water  as  bigg  as  a  man's  fift, 
but  the  fifti  itfelfe  is  about  the  bignefs  [40]  of  a  man's  thum, 
so  that  the  fifti  itfelfe  and  the  bubble  refemble  a  ftiip  with 
fayles,  which  therefore  is  called  a  carvell. 

Saturday  (6th)  wind  dired:  Eaft  ftill. 

(7th)  The  4th  Sabbath  we  kept  at  fea.  The  wind  eafterly 
till  noone,  and  then  it  came  full  S.  E.  a  ftrong  gale  that  night 
and  the  next  day  (8th)  till  night.  Tuefday  (9th)  the  fame 
wind  held  till  9  a  clock  in  the  morning  ;  and  then  a  great 
fhowre  which  lafted  till  about  7  at  night,  and  then  it  was  a 

very 

^5  bonitos  are  here  meant,  as  hereafter  mentioned. 

3"  roundeth  in  former  ed.  ;  roundnefs  in  Young. 

37  No  doubt  what  is  called  now  a  Portuguese  man-of-war ;  caravela,  in  Spanifli 
is  a  floop. 
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very  calme.  There  we  founded  with  a  dipled3*  lyne  above  loo 
fadome  and  found  no  bottom.  This  day  we  faw  a  fifh  called 
a  turkle,  a  great  and  large  fhell  fifh,  fwimming  above  the  water 
neere  the  (hip. 

Wednefday  (loth)  wind  northerly,  a  fine  gale  but  calmilh 
in  the  afternoone. 

Thurfday  (nth)  the  wind  at  N.  an  eafye  gale  and  fayre 
morning.  We  faw  a  mountayne  of  ice  fhining  as  white  as 
fnow  like  to  a  great  rocke  or  clift  on  fhoare,  it  flood  ftill  and 
therefore  we  thought  it  to  be  on  ground  and  to  reach  the 
bottome  of  the  fea.  For  though  there  came  a  mighty  ftreame 
from  the  north  yet  it  moved  not,  which  made  us  found,  and 
we  found  a  banke  of  40  fathom  deepe  whereupon  we  judged 
it  to  reft  ;  and  the  height  above  was  as  much.  We  faw  alfo  6 
or  7  pieces  of  ice  floating  on  the  fea,  which  was  broken  off 
from  the  former  mountayne  :  We  alfo  faw  great  ftore  of  wa- 
ter fowle  fwimming  by  the  fhip  within  muflcet  fhott,  of  a  pyde 
colour  and  about  the  bignefs  of  a  wild  duck,  about  40  in  a 
company.  The  mariners  call  them  hag  birds39  Towards 
night  came  a  fogge,  that  the  Lion's  Whelp  was  loft  till  morn- 
ing. And  now  we  faw  many  bony  toes4°  and  grampufes  every 
day  more  and  more. 

Fryday  (12th)  Foggie  and  calmifh,  the  wind  notherly  in 
the  morning,  but  about  noon  it  came  S.  E.  a  dainty  loome*' 
gale  which  carried  us  6  leagues  a  watch 

Saturday  (13th)  the  fame  wind  till  night,  and  we  faw  great 
ftore  of  porpufes  and  grampufes. 

The  5th  Sabbath,  (14th)  the  fame  wind,  towards  noon  it 
began  to  be  foggie,  and  then  it  rained  till  night,  we  went  4 
or  5  leagues  a  watch. 

{41]  Monday  (15th)  a  fayre  day  but  foggie,  the  fame  wind 
blowing  but  with  frefh  gales  carried  us  7  leagues  a  watch.     In 

the 

S''  dipled  i.  e,  deep-lead  or  deep-fea  line. 

29  "  Probably  a  fpecies  of  the  Merganfer,"    Young. 

^o  bony  fiih  in  former  ed.,  clearly  a  miftake :  fee  alfo  note  35. 

<1  Loom-gale  is  in  Worcefter's  Diftionary  as  a  nautical  term. 
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the  afternoone  it  blew  harder,  fo  the  Tea  was  rough,  and  we 
loft  the  fight  of  the  Lion's  Whelpe:  it  being  foggie  we  drum- 
med for  them,  and  they  fhot  offa  great  piece  of  ordinance,  but 
we  feared'^^  not  one  onother. 

Tuefday  (i6th)  wind  S.  by  E.  foggie  till  about  loaclocke. 
While  we  were  at  prayers  it  cleared  up  about  an  houre,  and 
then  we  faw  the  Lion's  Whelpe,  diftant  about  2  leagues  fouth- 
ward,  we  prefently  tackt  about  to  meet  her,  and  fhe  did  the 
fame  to  meet  us,  but  before  we  could  get  together  a  thick, 
fogge  came,  that  we  were  long  in  finding  each  other.  This 
day  we  founded  divers  tymes,  and  found  ourfelves  on  another 
banke,  at  firft  40  fathom,  after  36,  after  22>i  after  24.  We 
thought  it  to  have  been  the  bank  over  againft  Cape'^3  Sable,  but 
we  were  deceived,  for  we  knew  not  certainly  where  we  were 
becaufe  of  the  fogge.  After  3  or  4  hours  company  we  loft 
the  Lion's  Whelpe  agayne,  and  beate  the  drum  and  ftiot  of 
a  great  piece  of  ordinance,  and  yet  heard  not  of  them.  But 
perceiving  the  banke  to  grow  ftill  fhallower  we  found  it  27  and 
24  fathoms.  Therefore,  being  a  fogg,  and  fearing  we  were 
too  near  land  we  tackt  about  for  fea-roome  for  2  or  3  watches 
and  fteered  fouth  eaft. 

Wednefday  (17th)  very  foggie  ftill,  and  wind  S.  and  by 
W.  and  founding  found  no  bottome  that  we  could  reach. 

Thurfday  (i8th)  wind  full  W.  and  contrary  to  us.  This 
day  a  notorious  wicked  fellow  that  was  given  to  fwering  and 
boafting  of  his  former  wickednefs,  bragged  that  he  had  got  a 
wench  with  child  before  he  came  this  voyage,  and  mocked  at 
our  dales  of  faft,  railing  and  jefting  againft  puritans,  this  fel- 
low fell  fick  of  the  pockes  and  dyed.  We  founded  and  found 
38  fathom,  and  ftayed  for  a  little  while  to  take  fome  cod  fifli, 
and  feafted  ourfelves  merrily. 

Fryday  (19th)  wind  Weft  ftill,  a  very  fayre  cleare  day. 
About  4  a  clock  in  the  afternoone  fome  went  up  to  the  top  of 

the 

••2  heared,  in  former  ed.  and  Young  ;  but  ihc  manufcript  is  plain. 
*3  Chap  Sable  in  manufcript. 
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the  maft,  and  affirmed  to  our  great  comfort  they  faw  land  to 
the  north  eaftward. 

[42]  Saturday  (20th)  wind  S.  W.  a  fayre  gale.  We 
founded  and  found  40,  30,  22,  and  a  little  after  no  ground. 

Sabbath  (21ft)  being  the  6th  Lord's  day  ;  wind  wefterly44 
and  calm. 

Monday  (22d)  wind  eaflerly,  a  fayre  gale.  This  day  we 
faw  a  great  deal  of  froth  not  farre  from  us:  we  feared  it  might 
be  fome  breach  of  water  againft  fome  [  ],45  therefore  the 
mafter  of  our  fhip  hoifted  out  the  fhallop  and  went  with  fome 
of  the  men  to  fee  what  it  was  ;  but  found  it  onely  to  be  a 
froath  carried  by  the  ftreame. 

Tuesday  (23d)  the  wind  N.  E.  a  fayre  gale.* 

Wednefday  (24th)  wind  N.  E.  a  fayre  day  and  clear  ;  about 
9  a  clocke  in  the  morning  we  efpied  a  fhipp  about  4  leagues 
behind  us  ;  which  proved  the  Lion's  Whelpe,  which  had  been 
a  weeke  feparated  from  us,  we  ftoped  for  her  company.  This 
day  a  child  of  good  man  Blackc^^,  which  had  a  confumption 
before  it  came  to  fhipp,  died.  This  day  we  had  alia  cleare  and 
comfortable  fight  of  America,  and  of  the  Cape  Sable  that  was 
over  agamft  us  7  or  8  leagues  northward.  Here  we  faw  yellow 
gilliflowers  on  the  fea. 

Thurfday  (25th)  wind  ftill  N.  B^.afulland  frefli  gale.  Inthe 
afternoon  we  had  a  cleare  fiight  of  many  iflands  an4  hills  by 
the  fea  fhoare.  Now  we  faw  abundance  of  mackrill,  a  great 
ftore  of  great  whales  puffing  up  water  as  they  goe,  fome  of 
them  neare  our  fhipp  :  their  greatnefs^^  did  aftonifh  us  that 

faw 

'•^  northerly  in  former  ed. 

''■'^  two  words  which  Young  could  not  decipher.      Hutchinfon  has  rocks, 

■1''  Hutchinfon  has  Clarlie  by  miilake      Young  fuggcfts  Blaise. 

•  The  following  pafTage  is  omitted  by  Hutchinfon  and  marked  "omit"  on  the 
manufcript ;  aTioihzr  proof  that  he  ufed  this  ^<7»;z/?rz)>/.  Young  prints  as  follows  :  [This 
day  we  examined  five  beaftl  vSodomitical  boys  which  con  tcfTed  their  wickcuncfs,  not  to 
be  named.  The  faft  was  fo  foul,  we  referred  them  to  be  puniflied  by  the  Governor, 
when  we  came  to  New  England,  who  afterwards  fcnt  them  back  to  the  Company, 
to  be  punifhed  in  Old  England,  as  the  crime  dcferved.]  See  Young's  Chronicles, 
of  Maflachufetts.      231,  90  and  93. 

■*"  Thii  creature  miotmzT  eA.  The  manu/cri/it  is  plain,  and  Young  agrees  with 
our  text. 
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faw  them  not  before :  their  back  appeared  like  a  little  ifland. 
At  5  a  clocke  at^^  night  the  wind  turned  S.  E.  a  fayre  gale. 
This  day  we  caught  mackrill. 

Fryday  (26th)  a  foggie  morning,  but  after  cleare  and  wind 
calme.  We  faw  many  fcools  of  mackrill,  infinite  multitudes 
on  every  fide  our  fhip.  The  fea  was  abundantly  fl:ored  with 
rock  weed  and  yellow  flowers  like  gilly  flowers.  By  noon 
we  were  within  3  leagues  of  Capan,  and  as  we  fayled  along  the 
coafts  we  faw  every  hill  and  dale  and  every  ifland  full  of  gay 
woods  and  high  trees.  The  nearer  we  came  to  the  flioare  the 
more  flowers  in  abundance,  fometyme  fcattered  abroad, 
fometymes  joyned  in  flieets  9  or  10  yards  long,  which  we 
fuppofed  to  be  brought  [43]  from  the  low  meadowes  by  the 
tyde.  Now  what  with  fine  woods  and  greene  trees  by  land, 
and  thefe  yellow  flowers  paynting  the  fea,  made  us  all  defirous 
to  fee  our  new  paradife  of  New  England,  whence  we  faw  fuch 
forerunning  fignals  of  fertilitic  afarre  ofi\  Coming  neare  the 
harbour  towards  night  we  takt  about  for  fea-roome. 

Saturday  (27th)  a  foggie  morning;  but  after  8  o'clocke  in 
the  morning  very  cleare,  the  wind  being  fomewhat  contrary  at 
So.  and  by  Weft,  we  tackt  to  and  againe  with  getting  little; 
but  with  much  adoe,  about  4  o  clock  in  the  afternoone,  having 
with  much  payne  compafled  the  harbour,  and  being  ready  to 
enter  the  fame,  fee  how  things  may  fuddenly  change  !  there 
came  a  fearful  guft  of  wind  and  rayne  and  thunder  and  light- 
ning, whereby  we  were  borne  with  no  little  terrour  and  trouble 
to  our  mariners,  having  very  much  adoe  to  loofe  downe  the 
fayles  when  the  fury  of  the  ftorme  held  up.  But  God  be 
praifed   it  lafted  but  a  while  and  foon  abated  agayne.     And 

hereby 

■•3  Here  the  manufcript,  now  in  the  libraiy  of  the  Maflachufctts  Hiftorical  Society, 
ends.  It  is  of  early  date,  and  is  a  copy  carefully  made.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
from  the  fpelling  and  abbreviation,  that  Hutchinfon  ufcd  this  copy  ;  and  in  faift  his 
handwriting  can  be  fcen  in  one  or  two  places.  He  filled  up  one  or  two  blanks, 
whether  arbitrarily  or  not  is  unknown,  and  he  made  one  or  two  errors,  here  cor- 
refted  by  comparifon.  The  Rev.  Alexander  Young  reprinted  this  journal  in 
1846  in  his  Chronicles  of  Maflachufctts,  and  added  fonic  valuable  notes,  of  which 
we  have  availed.      He  believed  that  Hutchinfon  owned  and  ufed  this  copy. 
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hereby  the  Lord  fhowed  us  what  he  could  have  done  with  us, 
if  it  had  pleafed  him.  But  blefled  be  God,  he  foone  removed 
this  ftorme,  and  it  was  a  fayre  and  fweet  evening. 

We  had  a  wefterly  wind  which  brought  us  between  5  and 
6  o'clock  to  a  fyne  and  fweet  harbour,  7  miles  from  the  head 
point  of  Capan.  This  harbour.  20  fhips  may  eafily  ryde 
therein,  where  there  was  an  ifland  whither  four  of  our  men 
withaboate  went,  and  brought  backe  agayne  ripe  ftrawberries, 
andgoofeberries,  and  fweet  fingle  rofes.  Thus  God  was  merciful 
to  us  in  giving  us  atafteand  fmell  of  the  fweet  fruit  as  an  earneft 
of  his  bountiful  goodnes  to  welcome  us  at  our  firft  arrivall. 
This  harbour  was  two  leagues  and  fomething  more  from  the 
harbour  at  Naimkecke  where  our  fliips  were  to  reft  and  the 
plantation  is  already  begun.  But  becaufe  the  paflage  is  dif- 
ficult and  night  drew  on,  we  put  into  Capan  harbour. 

(28th)  The  Sabbath,  being  the  firft  we  kept  in  America, 
and  the  7th  Lord's  day  after  we  parted  with  England. 

Monday  (29th)  we  came  from  Capan,  to  go  to  Naimkecke, 
[44]  the  wind  northerly.  I  ftiould  have  told  you  before  that 
the  planters  fpying  our  Englifti  colours,  the  Governour  fent 
a  fhalop  with  2  men  on  Saturday  to  pilot  us.  Thefe  refted 
the  Sabbath  with  us  at  Capan  ;  and  this  day,  by  God's  blefling 
and  their  direftions,  we  pafled  the  curious  and  difficult 
entrance  into  the  large  fpacious  harbour  of  Naimkecke.  And 
as  we  pafled  along  it  was  wonderful  to  behould  fo  many 
iflands  repleniflied  with  thicke  wood  and  high  trees,  and  many 
fayre  greene  paftures.  And  being  come  into  the  harbour  we 
faw  the  George  to  our  great  comfort  then  being  come  on 
Tuefday,  which  was  7  daies  before  us.  We  refted  that  night 
with  glad  and  thankful  hearts  that  God  had  put  an  end  to  our 
long  and  tedious  journey  through  the  greateft  fea  in  the  world. 

The  next  morning  (30th)  the  goverour  came  aboard  to  our 
fhip,  and  bade  us  kindly  welcome,  and  invited  me  and  my 
wiffe  to  come  on  fhoare,  and  take  our  lodging  in  his  houfe 
which  we  did  accordingly. 

Thus 
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Thus  you  have  a  faithful  report  collefted  from  day  to  day 
of  all  the  particulars  that  were  worth  noting  in  our  paflage. 

Now  in  our  paflage  divers  things  are  remarkeable 

Firfl;,  through  God's  blefling  our  paflage  was  fliort  and 
fpeedy,  for  whereas  we  had  1000  leagues,  that  is  3000  miles 
Englifli,  to  faile  from  Ould  to  New  England,  we  performed 
the  fame  in  6  weeks  and  3  dayes. 

Secondly,  our  paflage  was  comfortable  and  eafie  for  the 
mofl;  part,  being  ordinarily  fayre  and  moderate  wind,  and 
being  freed  for  the  mofl:  part  from  fl:ormie  and  rough  feas, 
faving  one  night  onely,  which  we  that  were  not  ufed  thought 
to  be  more  terrible  than  indeed  it  was,  and  this  was  Wednef- 
day  at  night  May  27th. 

Thirdly,  our  pafl'age  was  alfo  healthfull  to  our  pafl'engers, 
being  freed  from  the  great  contagion  of  the  fcurvie  [45]  and 
other  maledidtions,  which  in  other  paflages  to  other  places 
had  taken  away  the  lives  of  many.  And  yet  we  were  in  all 
reafon  in  wonderful  danger  all  the  way,  our  fliip  being  greatly 
crowded  with  pafl^engers  ;  but  through  God's  great  goodnefs 
we  had  none  that  died  of  the  pockes  but  that  wicked  fellow 
that  fcorned  at  fafl:ing  and  prayer.  There  were  indeed  2  little 
children,  one  of  my  owne  and  another  befide  ;  but  I  do  not 
impute  it  meerely  to  the  paflage  ;  for  they  were  both  very 
fickly  children,  and  not  likely  to  have  lived  long,  if  they  had 
not  gone  to  fea.  And  take  this  for  a  rule,  if  children  be 
healthfull  when  they  come  to  fea,  the  younger  they  are  the 
better  they  will  endure  the  fea,  and  are  not  troubled  with  fea- 
ficknes  as  older  people  are,  as  we  had  experience  in  many 
children  that  went  this  voyage.  My  wifFe  indeed,  in  tofling 
weather,  was  fomething  ill  by  vomiting,  but  in  calme  weather 
fhe  recovered  agayne,  and  is  now  much  better  for  the  fea- 
ficknes.  And  for  my  owne  part,  whereas  I  have  for  divers 
years  pafl:  been  very  fickly  and  ready  to  cafl;  up  whatever  I 

have 
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have  eaten,  and  was  very  (icke  at  London  and  Gravefend, 
yet  from  the  tyme  I  came  on  (hipboard  to  this  day,  I  have 
been  ftraungely  healthfull.  And  now  I  can  digeft  our  fhip 
diett  very  well,  which  I  could  not  when  I  was  at  land.  And 
indeed  in  this  regard  I  have  great  caufe  to  give  God  praife, 
that  he  hath  made  my  coming  to  be  a  method  to  cure  me  of  a 
wonderful  weakeftomacke  and  continual  payne  of  melancholly 
wynd  from  the  fplene  :  Alfo  divers  children  were  ficke  of 
the  fmallpockes,  but  are  fafely  recovered  agayne,  andaorjpaf- 
fengers  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  voyage  fell  ficke  of  the 
fcurvie,  but  coming  to  land  recovered  in  a  fhort  tyme. 

Fourthly,  our  pafl'age  was  both  pleafurable  and  profitable. 
For  we  received  infl:ruftion  and  delight  in  behoulding  the 
wonders  of  the  Lord  in  the  deepe  waters,  and  fometimes 
feeing  the  fea  round  us  appearing  with  a  terrible  countenance, 
and  as  it  were  full  of  high  hills  and  deepe  valleys  ;  and  fome- 
times it  appeared  as  a  moft  plain  and  even  meadow.  And 
ever  and  anon  we  faw  divers  kynds  of  [46]  fifties  fportingin  the 
great  waters,  great  grampufes  and  huge  whales  going  by 
companies  and  puffing  up  water-ftreames.  Thofe  that  love 
their  owne  chimney  corner,  and  dare  not  go  farre  beyond  their 
owne  townes  end  fhall  never  have  the  honour  to  fee  thefe 
wonderfull  workes  of  Almighty  God. 

Fifthly,  we  had  a  pious  and  chriftian-like  paflage  ;  for  I 
fuppofe  paflengers  fhall  feldom  find  a  company  of  more  re- 
ligious honefl:  and  kynd  feamen  than  we  had.  We  conftantly 
ferved  God  morning  and  evening  by  reading  and  expounding 
achapterfinging  and  prayer.  And  the  Sabbath  was  folemne- 
ly  kept  by  adding  to  the  former,  preaching  twife  and  catechi- 
fing.  And  in  our  great  need  we  kept  1  folemne  fafl:s,  and 
found  a  gracious  effedt.  Let  all  that  love  and  ufe  faftingand 
praying  take  notife  that  it  is  as  prevaileuble  by  fea  as  by  land, 
wherefoever  it  is  faithfully  performed.  Befides  the  ftiip 
maflier  and  his  company  ufed  every  night  to  fett  their  8  and 
12  a  clocke  watches  with  finging  apfalmeand  prayer  that  was 

not 


47]  ColleSiion  of  Papers.  51 

not  read  out  of  a  booke.  This  I  wryte  not  for  boafting  and 
flattery;  but  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  that  have  a  mynd  to 
come  to  New  England  hereafter,  that  if  they  looke  for  and 
defyre  to  have  as  profperous  a  voyage  as  we  had,  they  may 
ufe  the  fame  meanes  to  attayne  the  fame.  So  letting  pafle 
our  paffage  by  fea,  we  will  now  bring  our  difcourfe  to  land  on 
the  fhoare  of  New  England,  and  I  fhall  by  God's  affiftance 
endeavour  to  fpeake  nothing  but  the  naked  truth,  and  both 
acquaint  you  with  the  commodities  and  difcommodities  of 
the  country. 

[Of  the  earth  :  Of  the  water  :  Of  the  ayre  :  Of  the  fire 
in  New  England  :  As  alfo  of  the  difcommodities  of  the 
country,  and  the  condition  of  the  Natives,  that  may  be 
feene  at  large  in  Mr.  Higginfon's  printed  relation*  of 
New  Englund.] 

Now  for  the  prefent  condition  of  the  plantation  what  it  is. 
When  we  cam.e  firft  to  Naimkeck,  now  called  Salem,  we  found 
about  half  a  fcore  houfes  built  :  and  a  fayre  [47]  houfe  newly 
built  for  the  governour.  and  we  found  alfo  abundance  of  corne 
planted  by  them,  excellent  good  and  well  liking.  We 
brought  with  us  about  200  paflengers  and  planters  more, 
which  now  by  common  confent  of  all  the  ould  planters  are  all 
now  combyned  together  into  one  body  politique  under  the 
fame  governor.  There  are  with  us  in  all  ould  and  new  plant- 
ers 300,  whereof  200  are  fettled  at  Naimkecke,  now  called 
Salem,  and  the  reft  plant  themfelves  at  Maflachufets  bay, 
being  to  build  a  towne  there  called  CharleftonorCharleftowne; 

we 

*  This  printed  relation  was  entitled  "  New  Englands  Plantation.  Or  a  Short 
and  Troe  Dcfcription  of  the  Commodities  and  Difcommodities  of  that  Countrey. 
Written  by  Mr.  Higgijon,  a  reverend  Divine  now  there  refident.  Whereunto  is 
added  a  Letter,  fent  by  Mr.  Graues  an  Engincre,  out  of  I^ezv  England.  The 
third  Edition,  enlarged.  London  :  Printed  by  T.  and  R.  Coates  for  Michael  Sparke, 
dwelling  at  the  Signe  of  the  Blezv  Bible  in  Greene  Arbor,  1630"  fmall  4to  pp. 
25.  Thomas  Hearne's  copy  of  this  edition  is  now  in  the  library  of  the  Maflachu- 
fetts  Hiftorical  Society.  Young,  who  reprinted  this  in  his  Chronicles  of  Mafla- 
chufetts,  had  feen  the  firft  edition  alfo  dated  1630,  on  the  title-page  of  which, 
Higginfon's  name  does  not  appear. 
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we  that  are  fettled  at  Salem  make  what  hafte  we  can  to  build, 
fo  that  within  a  fhort  tyme  we  fhall  have  a  fayre  towne.  We 
have  great  ordnance  whereof  we  doubt  not  to  fortifye  our- 
felves  in  fhort  tyme,  to  keep  out  a  potent  adverfarye.  But 
that  which  is  our  greateft  comfort  and  means  of  defence  above 
all  others,  is,  that  we  have  here  the  true  religion  and  holy 
ordinances  of  Almighty  God  amongft  us.  Thanks  be  to 
God,  we  have  plenty  of  preaching  and  diligent  catechifing, 
with  fl:ri6t  and  carefull  exercife  of  good  and  commendable  or- 
ders to  bring  our  people  to  Chriftian  converfation  which  whilft 
we  do  we  doubt  not  but  God  will  be  with  us,  and  fo  Rom. 
8.  31,  what  fhall  we  then  fay  to  thefe  things.  If  God  be 
with  us  who  can  be  againft  us  ? 

Some  brief  colleftions  out  of  a  letter  that  Mr.  Higginfon 
fent  to  his  friends  at  Leicefler. 

There  are  certainly  expefted  here  the  next  fpring  the  com- 
ing of  60  familyes  out  Dorcetterfhire49,  who  have  by  letters 
fignified  fo  much  to  the  Goverour  to  defyre  him  to  appoint 
them  places  of  habitation  ;  they  bringing  their  minifters  with 
them.  Alfo  many  families  are  expefted  out  of  Lincolnfhire5° 
and  a  minifter  with  them,  and  a  great  company  of  godly 
chriflians  out  of  London.  Such  of  you  as  come  from  Leifler, 
I  would  counfellyou  to  come  quickly  and  that  for  tworeafons. 
ifl,  if  you  linger  too  long,  the  pafTages  of  Jordan  through  the 
malice  of  [48]  Sathan,  may  be  flopped,  that  you  cannot  come  if 
you  would.  2dly,  Thofe  that  come  firft  fpeed  beft  here,  and 
have  the  priviledge  of  choofing  choice  places  of  habitations. 
Little  children  of  5  years  ould  may  by  fetting  corne  one 
month  be  able  to  get  their  owne  maintenance  abundantly. 
Oh  what  a  good  worke  might  you  that  are  rich  do  for  your 
poore  brethren,  to  helpe  them  with  your  purfes  onely  to  con- 
vey 

^^  Thefe  were  the  fettlers  who  came  with  Warham  and  Maverick.  See  Roger 
Clap's   Journal. 

50  Thefe  were  the  emigrants  from  Bofton,  as  Cotton,  Dudley,  Bellingham, 
Leverett,  Coddington,  Hough  and  Whiting. 
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vey  them  hither  with  their  children  and  families,  where  they 
may  live  as  well  both  for  foule  and  body  as  any  where  in  the 
world.  Befides  they  will  recompenfe  the  coft  by  helping  to 
build  houfes  and  plant  your  ground  for  a  tyme  ;  which  fhall 
be  difficult  worke  at  the  firft,  except  you  have  the  helpe  of  many 
hands.  Mr.  Johnfon  out  of  Lincolnfhire  and  many  others, 
have  helped  our  godly  chriftians  hither  to  be  employed  in 
their  worke,  for  a  while,  and  then  to  live  of  themfelves.  We 
have  here  about  40  goats  that  give  milke,  and  as  many  milch 
kyne  ;  we  have  6  or  7  mares  and  an  horfe,  and  do  every  day 
exped:  the  coming  of  half  a  fcore  mares  more,  and  30  Kyne 
by  two  fhipps  that  are  to  follow  us.  They  that  come  let 
them  bring  mares,  kyne,  and  fheepe  as  many  as  they  can  : 
Ireland  is  the  beft  place  to  provide  fheepe,  and  lyes  in  the 
way.  Bring  none  that  are  in  lambe,  nor  mares  in  foale  ; 
for  they  are  in  more  danger  to  perifh  at  fea.  Of  all  trades 
carpenters  are  moft  needful,  therefore  bring  as  many  as  you 
can.  It  were  a  wife  courfe  for  thofe  of  abilityes  to  joyne  to- 
gether and  buy  a  fhipp  for  the  voyage  and  other  merchandize. 
For  the  governour  would  that  any  man  may  employ  his  ftocke 
in  what  merchandifes  he  please,  excepting  only  beaver  fkins, 
which  the  company  of  merchants  referve  to  themfelves,  and 
the  managing  of  the  publique  ftocke.  If  any  be  of  the  mynde 
to  buy  a  fhipp  my  coufin  Nowell'sS'  counfell  would  be  good. 

Alfo  one  Mr. 5^  a  very  godly  man  and  the  mafter  of  the 

fhip  we  went  in,  and  likewife  one  Mr.  Graves  the  mafter's 
maite  dwelling  in  Wapping  may  herein  ftaund  you  in  ftead. 
Thepaymentofthetranfportationof  things  iswondrous  deare, 
as  5/  [49]  a  man  and  10/  a  horfe  and  commonly  3/  for  every 
tunne  of  goodes  :  fo  that  a  little  more  than  will  pay  for  the 
paflage  will  purchafe  the  pofleffion  of  a  fhip  for  all  together. 
No  man  hath  or  can  have  a  houfe  built  for  him  here  un- 
lefTe  he  comes  himfelfe,  or  elfe  fend  fervants  before  to  do  it 

•    for 

5'  YotiNG  makes  him  to  be  Increase  Nowell. 
53  blank  in  H.  :  the  name  is  no  doubt  Becher. 
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for  him.  It  was  an  errour  that  I  now  perceive  both  in  my- 
felfe,  and  others  did  conceive  by  not  rightly  underftanding 
the  merchaunts  meaning.  For  we  thought  that  all  that  put 
in  their  money  into  the  common  ftocke,  fhould  have  a  houfe 
built  for  them,  befides  fuch  a  portion  of  the  land  ;  but  it  was 
not  fo.  They  fhall  indeed  have  fo  much  land  allotted  to 
them  when  they  come  to  take  pofleflion  of  it  and  make  ufe 
of  it,  but  if  they  will  have  houfes  they  muft  build  them.  In- 
deed we  that  are  minifters,  and  all  the  reft  that  were  enter- 
tained and  fent  over  and  maintained  by  the  reft  of  the  com- 
pany, as  their  fervants,  for  fuch  a  tyme  in  fuch  employments, 
all  fuch  are  to  have  houfes  built  them  of  the  comyanies 
charge  and  no  others  nor  otherwife.  They  that  put  money 
into  the  ftocke,  as  they  do  a  good  worke  to  helpe  forwards 
fo  worthy  a  plantation,  fo  all  the  gayne  they  are  likely  to 
have,  is  according  to  the  increafe  of  the  ftocke  at  3  years  end, 
by  the  trade  of  beaver,  befides  the  lands  which  they  fliall  en- 
joy when  they  will. 

All  that  come  muft  have  viftualls  with  them  for  a  twelve 
month,  I  meane  they  muft  have  meale,  oatmeale  and  fuch 
like  fuftenaunce  of  food,  till  they  can  gett  increafe  of  corne 
by  their  owne  labour.  For,  otherwife,  fo  many  may  come 
without  provifion  at  the  firft,  as  that  our  fmall  beginnings 
may  not  be  fufficient  to  maintayne  them. 

Before  you  come  be  carefull  to  be  ftrongly  inftrufted  what 
things  are  fitteft  to  bring  with  you  for  your  more  comfortable 
paflage  at  fea,  as  alfo  for  your  huftjandrey  occafions  when  you 
come  to  the  land.  For  when  you  are  once  parted  with  Eng- 
land you  fliall  meete  neither  with  taverns  nor  alehoufe,  nor 
butchers,  nor  grofers,  nor  apothecaries  fhops  to  helpp  what 
things  you  need,  in  the  midft  of  the  great  ocean,  nor  when 
you  are  come  to  land  here  [50]  are  yet  neither  markets  nor 
fayres  to  buy  what  you  want.  Therefore  be  fure  to  furnifti 
yourfelves  with  things  fitting  to  be  had  before  you  come  ;  as 
meale  for  bread,  malt  for  drinke,  woolen  and  linnen  cloath, 

and 
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and  leather  for  fhoes,  and  all  manner  of  carpenters  tools,  and  a 
good  deale  of  iron  and  fteele  to  make  nails,  and  lockes,  for 
houfes,  and  furniture  for  ploughs  and  carts,  and  glafle  for 
windowes,  and  many  other  things  which  were  better  for  you 
to  think  of  them  than  to  want  them  here. 

Whilft  I  was  writing  this  letter  my  wiffe  brought  me  word 
that  the  fiftiers  had  caught  1600  bafle  at  one  draught,  which  if 
they  were  in  England  were  worth  many  a  pound. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Endecott  to  Governor 
Winthrop.* 

Right  Worfliipful, 

I  did  exped  to  have  beene  with  you  in  perfon  at  the 
court,  and  to  that  end  I  put  to  fea  yefterdayand  was  driven 
back  againe  the  wind  being  ftifFe  againft  us.  And  there  being 
no  canoe  or  boat  at  Saguft  I  mufl:  have  have  beene  conftrained 
to  goe  to  Miftick  and  thence  about  to  Charles  town,  which  at 
this  time  I  durft  not  be  fo  bold,  my  bodie  being  at  this 
prefent  in  an  ill  condition  to  wade  or  take  ci;ld,  and  there- 
fore I  defire  you  to  pardon  mee.  Though  otherwife  I  could 
have  much  defired  it,  by  reafon  of  many  occafions  and  bufi- 
nefles.  There  are  at  Mr.  Hewfon's  plantations  5  or  6  kine 
verie  ill  and  in  great  danger,  I  feer  they  will  hardlie  efcape  it, 
whereof  twoe  are  myne  and  all  I  have,  which  are  worfe  than 
any  of  the  reft.  I  left  myne  there  this  winter  to  doe  Mr. 
Skelton  a  pleafure  to  keep  his  for  him  here  at  Salem,  that  he 
might  have  the  benefit  of  their  milk.  And  I  underftand  by 
[51]  WincoU  that  they  have  been  ill  tended  and  he  faith  al- 
moft  ftarved.  Befide  they  have  fed  on  acornes  and  they  can- 
not digeft  them,  for  that  they  vomitt  exceedinglie  and  are  fo 
bound  in  their  bodies  that  he  is  faine  to  rake  them  and  to 
ufe  all  his  fkill  to  maintaine  life  in  them.      I  have  willed  him 

to 

*  This  Letter  and  divers  others  are  intended  meerly  to  give  fome  idea  of  the 
writers  and  contain  no  intercfting  hiftorical  matters.      H. 
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to  be  there  till  he  can  bring  them  to  feme  ftrength  againe  if 
it  be  poffible.  And  I  have  given  him  malt  to  make  them 
mafhes  of  licoris  and  annis  feedes,  and  long  pepper,  and  fuch 
other  things  as  I  had  to  drench  them.  I  could  wifh  when 
Manning  hath  recovered  his  ftrength  that  you  would  free 
him;  for  he  will  never  doe  you  or  Mr.  Hewfon  fervice,  for 
when  he  was  well  he  was  as  negligent  as  the  worft  of  them. 
Mr.  Skelton,  myfelfe  and  the  reft  of  the  congregation  defire 
to  be  thankfull  to  God  and  yourfelfe  for  your  benevolence  to 
Mr.  Haughton's  child.  The  Lord  reftore  it  you.  I  pre- 
vailed with  much  adoe  with  Sir  Richard  for  an  old  debt 
heere  which  he  thought  was  defperate,  to  contribute  it,  which 
I  hope  I  ftiall  make  good  for  the  child.  I  think  Mr.  Skel- 
ton hath  written  to  you,  whome  he  thinks  ftands  moft  in  neede 
of  contribution  of  fuch  provifions  as  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
give  amongft  us  of  that  which  was  fent  over.  The  yeele-potts 
you  fent  for  are  made,  which  I  had  in  my  boate,  hoping  to 
have  brought  them  with  mee.  I  caufed  him  to  make  but  two 
for  the  prefent,  if  you  like  them  and  his  prices  (for  he  worketh 
for  himfelfe)  you  fhall  have  as  many  as  you  defire.  He 
felleth  them  for  4  fliillings  a  pieece.  Sir,  I  defired  the  rather 
to  have  beene  at  court  becaufe  I  heare  I  am  much  complayned 
on  by  goodman  Dexter,  for  ftrlking  him.  I  acknowledge  I 
was  too  rafh  in  ftrikeing  him,  underftanding  fince  that  it  is 
not  lawfull  for  a  juftice  of  peace  to  ftrike.  But  if  you  had 
feene  the  manner  of  his  carriadge,  with  fuch  daring  of  mee 
with  his  armes  on  kembow  &c.  It  would  have  provoked  a 
very  patient  man  But  I  will  write  noe  more  of  it  but  leave 
it  till  we  fpeak  before  you  face  to  face.  Onely  thus  farre 
further,  that  he  hath  given  out  if  I  had  a  purfe  he  would 
make  mee  empty  it,  and  if  he  cannot  have  juftice  here*  he 
will  doe  wonders  [52]  in  England,  and  if  he  cannot  prevale 
there,  hee  will  trie  it  out  with  mee  heere  at  blowes.     Sir,  I  defire 

that 

*  "May  3,  1 63 1.  A  jury  impanneld  to  inquire  corcerning  an  accion  of 
battery  complained  of  by  Thomas  Dexter  againfl:  Capt.  Endicott.  The  jury  finds 
for  the  plaintiffe  and  cefles  for  damages  x\s."      Mafs   Records  i.  86. 
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that  you  will  take  all  into  confideration.  If  it  were  lawful] 
to  trie  it  at  blowes  and  hee  a  fitt  man  for  mee  to  deale  with, 
you  fhould  not  heare  mee  complaine ;  but  I  hope  the  Lord 
hath  brought  mee  off  from  that  courfe.  I  thought  good  fur- 
ther to  wryte  what  my  judgment  is  for  the  difmiffmg  of  the 
court  till  corne  be  fett.  It  will  hinder  us  that  are  farre  off 
exceedingly,  and  not  further  you  there.  Mens  labour  are 
precious  here  in  corne  fetting  tyme,  the  plantations  being  yet 
fo  weak.  I  will  be  with  you,  the  Lord  affifting  mee,  as  foone 
as  conveniently  I  can.  In  the  meane  while  I  committ  you 
to  his  protedtion  and  fafeguard  that  never  failes  his  children, 
and  reft 

Your  unfeigned  loving"  friend  to   command, 
Jo  :  Endecott. 
Salem,  the  12th  of  Aprill, 
1631. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Winthrop,  Governor  of  the 
Maffachufets,  to  Mr.  Bradford,  Governor  of  Plimouth, 
alfo  a  Copy  of  an  Order  of  his  Majefly's  Council. 53 

Sir, 

UPON  apetition  exhibited  by  Sir  Chriftopher  Gardener,  Sir 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  Capt.  Mafon,  &c.  againft  you  and 
us,  the  caufe  was  heard  before  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council, 
and  afterwards  reported  to  the  King ;  the  fuccefs  whereof 
makes  it  evident  to  all,  that  the  Lord  hath  care  of  his  people 
here:  the  paffages  are  admirable  and  too  long  to  write.  I 
heartily  wifh  for  an  oppertunity  to  impart  them,  to  you, 
being  many  fheets  of  paper,  but  the  conclufion  was  againft 
all  mens  expectation,  an  order   for   our   incouragement,   and 

much 
*3  Though  the  original  of  this  letter  is  not  found,  a  copy  is  prefcrved  in  Bradford's 
Hiftory,    p.   296-8,  which  agrees  exattly  with  it,  except  in   the  fpelling  of  a  few 
words. 

I 


58  ColleBion  of  Papers.  [53 

much  blame  and  difgrace  upon  the  adverfaries,  which  calls  for 
much  thankfulnefs  from  us,  all  which  we  purpofe  (God  will- 
ing) to  exprefs  [53]  in  a  day  of  thankfgiving  to  our  mercifull 
God  (I  doubt  not  but  you  will  confider  if  it  be  not  fitt  for 
you  to  joyne  in  it)  who  as  he  hath  humbled  us  by  his  late 
correftion,  so  he  hath  lifted  us  up,  by  an  abundant  rejoycing 
in  our  deliverance  out  of  fo  defperate  a  danger ;  fo  as  that 
which  our  enemies  built  their  hopes  upon,  to  ruine  us  by,  he 
hath  mercifully  difpofed  to  our  great  advantage,  as  I  fliall 
further  acquaint  you  when  occafion  (hall  ferve. 

The  Copieof  the  Order  follows. 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  January  19,    1632. 
Sigillum  Crefcent. 

Lord  Privy  Scale  Mr  Trevers54 

Earle   of  Dorcet  Mr  Vice  Chamberlaine 

Lord  Vifcount  Faulkland  Mr  Secretary  Cooke 

Lord  Bifhop  of  London  Mr  Secretary  Windebank 
Lord  Cottington 

WHEREAS  his  Majefty  hath  lately  been  informed  of 
great  diftradtion  and  much  diforder  in  that  plantation 
in  the  parts  of  America  called  New  England,  which  if  they 
be  true,  and  fuffered  to  run  on,  would  tend  to  the  difhonour 
of  this  Kingdom,  and  utter  ruine  of  the  plantation  :  for  pre- 
vention whereof,  and  for  the  orderly  fetling  of  government, 
according  to  the  intention  of  thofe  patents  which  have  been 
granted  by  his  Majefty  and  from  his  late  royal  father  King 
James,  it  hath  pleafed  his  Majefty  that  the  Lords  and  others 
of  his  moft  honourable  Privy  Council  fhould  take  the  fame 
into  confideration.  Their  Lordftiip  in  the  firft  place  thought 
fitt  to  make  a  committee  of  this  Board  to  take  examinations 
oft  he  matters  informed.     Which    committee   having    called 

divers 

■''1   This   name,  Trevers,    is   primed   in    Bradford,    Mr.    Tre''.    Evidenily  Mr. 
Treafurer. 
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divers  of  the  principal  adventures  in  that  plantation,  and 
heard  thole  that  are  complainants  againft  them,  moft  of  the 
things  informed  being  denied,  and  refting  to  be  proved,  by- 
parties  that  muft  be  called  from  that  place,  which  required  a 
long  expenfe  of  time,  and  at  prefent  their  Lordfhips  finding 
they  were  upon  difpatch  of  men,  viduals  and  merchandize 
for  [54]  that  place,  all  which  would  be  at  a  ftand  if  the  adven- 
turers fhould  have  difcouragement,  or  take  fulpicion  that  the 
ftate  here  had  no  good  opinion  of  that  plantation  ;  their  Lord- 
fliips  not  laying  the  faults  or  fancies  (if  any  be)  of  fome  par- 
ticular men,  upon  the  general  government  or  principal  ad- 
venturers, which  in  due  time  is  to  be  further  enquired  into, 
have  thought  fitt  in  the  mean  time  to  declare,  that  the  ap- 
pearences  were  fo  fair  and  hopes  fo  great,  that  the  country 
would  prove  both  beneficial  to  the  Kingdom,  and  profitable 
to  the  particulars,  as  that  the  adventurers  had  caufe  to  go  on 
chearfully  with  their  undertakings,  and  refl;  aflured,  if  things 
were  carryed  as  was  pretended  when  the  patents  were  granted, 
and  accordingly  as  by  the  patent  is  appointed,  his  Majefty 
would  not  only  maintaine  the  liberties  and  priviledges  hereto- 
fore granted,  but  fupply  anything  further  that  might  tend  to 
the  good  government,  profperity  and  comfort  of  his  people 
there  of  that  place  &C.55  * 

Mr. 

*  In  Bradford  this  order  is  figned  William  Trumball. 

•'^  The  cafe  of  Sir  Chriftopher  Gardiner  has  attraited  much  difcuflion.  He  was 
arrefted  on  an  accufation  of  having  two  wives  in  England  (fee  Savage's  Winthrop, 
i,  65-68,  and  Bradford,  291I.-5),  but  more  probably  becaufe  he  was  a  trufted  friend 
of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges.  Winthrop  (1,65)  Ityles  him  at  firll:  "one  Mr. 
Gardiner,  calling  himfelf  Sir  Chriftopher  Gardiner,  Knight  of  the  golden  niclice," 
as  though  his  title  were  doubtful.  Bradford  fays  that  he  claimed  to  be  of  the 
fame  family  as  the  Bifhop  of  Wincheftcr,  and  that  "  being  a  great  traveler,  received 
his  firrt  honour  of  Knighthood  at  Jcrufalcm,  being  made  Knight  of  the  Sepulcher 
there."  It  fecms  that  he  was  a  Catholic  In  the  Proceedings  of  the  Mafs.  Hill. 
Soc.  1858-60,  p.  125,  will  be  found  a  note  by  Hon.  Robert  C,  Winthrop  on  the 
title  "  Knight  of  the  golden  melice,"  in  which  he  exprefles  his  belief  that 
Gardiner  was  really  a  member  of  one  of  the  numerous  orders  of  knights  ;  an  opinion 
from  which  few  will  diffent.  In  the  Hillorical  Magazine  viii,  75,  J.  Hammond 
Trumball,  Efq.,  has  followed  out  the  argument  fhowing  that  the  title  is  "  an  exaft 
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Mr.   Cotton's  Letter,  giving  the  Reafons  of  his  and  Mr. 
Hooker's  Removal  to  New  England. 5^ 

Reverent  and  beloved  brother  in  our  blefled  Savior, 

THAT  which  you  obferve  touchinge  the  wonderfull  good- 
neffe  of  the  Lord  to  my  wife  and  childe,  in  the  midft 
of  deepe  dangers,  I  defire  never  to  forgett  it,  but  to  walke  (as 
the  Lord  fhall  be  pleafed  to  helpe  me)  according  to  that 
aboundant  faithfuUnefle  of  his  to  one  fo  andeferving  all  my 
dayes.  Helpe  me  with  your  faythfull  prayers  foe  to  doe : 
That  as  by  the  prayers  of  your  felfe  and  other  brethren,  I 
acknowledge  the  former  mercy  to  have  been  graunted  me,  foe 
by  the  fame,  a  faithfull  and  fruitfull  ufe  of  it  may  be  graunted 
likewife  ;  otherwife  I  may  fay  it  with  fhame,  I  fee  a  frame  of 
fpirit  in  my  felfe  ready  to  turne  every  grace  of  God  into  un- 
profitablenes  yea  and  forgetfuUnes  of  the  moft  high  God,  the 
God  of  [55]  our  falvation.  Howfoever  God  dealt  otherwife 
with  my  cofigne  Tuckney57,  and  which  might  give  unto  fome 
whom    it   nearly  concerned  a  reafonable  advertifement,  yet  I 

am 

tranflation  of  the  Italian  Cavaliere  della  milizia  aureata,  the  proper  defignation  of 
a  Papal  order  formerly  in  high  repute,  and  which  is  more  popularly  known  as 
'  Knights  of  the  Golden  Spur'  (Cavaliere  dello  Sperone  d'oro).  Anciently  this 
ranked  firft  among  the  Papal  Orders  of  merit,  and  Knights  of  the  Golden  Militia  took 
precedence  of  Knights  of  Malta."  In  the  firft  volume  of  Maflachufetts  Records 
p.  83,  will  be  found  an  order  dated  March  I,  1630-1,  ordering  Mr.  Aleworth, 
Mr.  Weaver,  Mr.  Plaftowe,  Mr.  Shuter,  Cobbett  and  Wormewood  to  be  fent  to 
England  as  perfons  unmeet  to  inhabit  here,  and  Sir  Chriftopher  Gardiner  and  Mr. 
Wright  to  be  fent  as  prifonors  into  England. 

■■^o  This  letter  has  been  compared  with  the  originil  in  the  Maflachufetts  Hifto- 
rical  Society's  Library.      It  has  been  reprinted  by  Young. 

57  Suciey  in  H.  She  was  the  wife  of  Anthony  Tuckney,  colleague  and  fucceflbr 
of  Cotton  at  Bofton.  Thomfon's  Hiftory  adds  little  to  Young's  note,  which  fays 
that  he  was  born  in  Sept.,  1 599,  at  Kirton,  near  Bofton,  educated  at  Cambridge, 
was  chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  Mafter  of  Emmanuel,  1645,  and  of  St  John's, 
1653.  He  was  alfo  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Univerfitv  in  1648,  and  Regius  Pro- 
feflbr  of  Divinity.  He  was  one  of  the  authors  of  the  Weftminfter  Catechifm, 
was  expelled  after  the  Reftoration,  and  died  in  London  in  February,  1670. 
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am  perfwaded  it  was  in  much  faithfullnes  to  hir,  that  God 
tooke  hir  away  to  prevent  the  difquietnes  and  difcouragement 
of  hir  fpirit,  which  the  evills  enfueinge,  evills  hafteninge 
upon  the  Towne,  would  have  brought  upon  hir :  The  Lord 
is  wife  and  gracious,  and  knoweth  how  to  deliver  his,  out  of 
thehoure  of  temptation  ;  blefled  forever  behis  name  in  Chrift. 
The  queftions  you  demand,  I  had  rather  anfwer  by  word 
of  mouth  than  by  letter,  yet  I  will  not  refufe  to  give  you 
account  of  my  brother  Hooker's?^  removall  and  mine  owne, 
feinge  you  require  a  reafon  thereof  from  us  bothe.  We 
bothe  of  us  concurre  in  a  3  fold  ground  of  removal,  i.  God 
havinge  Ihutt  a  doore  againft  both  of  us  from  miniftringe  to 
him  and  his  people  in  our  wonted  congregations,  and  calling 
usbyaremnantof  ourpeopleand  by  others  of  this  countrye  to 
minifter  to  them  here,  and  opening  a  dore  to  us  this  way, 
who  are  we  that  we  fhould  ftrive  againft  God,  and  refufe  to 
follow  the  concurrence  of  his  ordinance  and  providence  to- 
gether, callinge  us  forth  to  minifter  here.  If  we  may  and 
ought  to  follow  God's  callinge  3  hundred  myles,  why  not  3 
thoufand  ?  2.  Our  Savior's  warrant  is  [clear  and  ftrong  (as 
we  conceive)  ]59  in    our  cafe,  that  when  we  are  diftrefled  .  .  . 

*  in  our  courfe  in  one  country  {nequit   dicam   gravius) 

we  fhould  flee  to  another.  To  choofe  rather  to  bear  witnes 
to  the  truth  by  imprifonment  than  by  baniftiment,  is  indeede 
fometimes  Gods  way,  but  not  in  cafe  men  have  ability  of  body 
and  opportunity  to  remove,  and  no  neceflary  engagement  for 
to   ftay.     Whilft  Peter  was  yong  he  might  gird  himfelfe  and 

goe 

58  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  born  at  Marcfield,  co.  Leiccfter,  about  1586,  was 
educated  at  Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge  and  chofen  lefturer  at  ChelmfFord,  co. 
Eflex,  in  1626.  After  four  years  he  was  obliged  to  relinquidi  this  from  non- 
conformity, and  he  fet  up  a  grammar-fchool  at  Little  Baddow,  in  which  John  Eliot 
became  an  ufher.  He  came  to  New  England  in  September,  1633,  and  was  chofen 
paftor  of  the  church  at  Cambridge.  In  1636  he  removed  with  moft  of  his  con- 
gregation to  Hartford,  Conn.,  when  he  died  7  July,  1647. 

59  The  paflage  in  brackets,  nearly  illegible,  is  omitted  by  H.  and  reftored  by 
Young. 

*  Blank  in  the  manufcript. 
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goe  wither  he  would,  Joh.  21.8.  but  when  he  was  old  and 
unfitt  for  traveyle,  then  indeed  God  called  him  rather  to  fufFer 
himfelfe  to  be  girt  of  others,  and  led  along  to  prifon,  and  to 
death.  Neverthles  in  this  point  I  conferred  with  the  cheife 
of  our  people,  and  offered  them  to  bear  witnefle  to  the  truth 
I  had  preached,  and  praftifed  amongft  them  [56]  even  unto 
bonds,  if  they  conceived  it  might  be  any  confirmation  to  their 
fayth  and  patience  ;  but  they  difiwaded  me  that  courfe,  as 
thinkinge  it  better  for  themfelves,  and  for  me,  and  for  the 
church  of  God,  to  withdrawe  myfelfe  from  the  prefent  ftorme, 
and  to  minifter  in  this  country  to  fuch  of  their  towne  as  they 
had  fent  before  hither,  and  fuch  others  as  were  willinge  to  goe 
alongewith  me,  or  to  follow  after  me;  the  moft  of  the  .  .  .  .* 
choofing  rather  to  dwell  in  the  .... 

[obliterated']^"  there.     What    fervice    my 

felfe  and  brother  Hooker  might  doe  to  our  people  or  other 
bretheren  (efpecially  in  clofe  prifon  which  was  feared)  I  fup- 
pofe  we  both  of  us  (by  God's  helpe)  doe  the  fame,  and  much 
more,  and  with  more  freedom  from  hence  as  occafion  is 
offered :  befides  all  our  other  fervice  to  the  people  here, 
which  yett  is  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  to  fill  both  our 
handes,  yea  and  the  hands  of  many  brethren  more,  fuch  as 
your  felfe,  fhould  God  be  pleafed  to  make  way  for  your  com- 
fortable paffage  to  us.  To  have  tarryed  in  England  for  the 
end  you  mention,  to  appear  in  defence  of  that  caufe  for  which 
we  were  queftioned,  had  been  (as  we  conceyve  it  in  our  cafe) 
to  limitt  witneffe-bearing  to  the  caufe  (which  may  be  done 
more  ways  than  one,)  to  one  onely  way,  and  that  fuch  a  way 
as  we  doe  not  fee  God  callinge  us  unto.  Did  not  Paul  bear 
witneffe  againft  the  Levitical  ceremonyes,  and  yett  choofe 
rather  to  depart  out  of  Hierufalem,  becaufe  the  moft  of  the 
Jews  would  not  receyve  his  teftimony  concerninge  Chrift  in 
that  quceftion  (Afts  22.  18)  than  to  ftay  at  Hierufalem  to 
bear  witneffe  to  that  caufe  unto  prifon  and  death  .''   Not   that 

we 

*  Blanks  in  the  manufcript. 
CO  A  line  illegible. 
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we  came  hither  to  ftrive  againft  ceremonyes  (or  to  fight  againft 
fhadowes)  there  is  noe  neede  of  our  further  labor  in  that  courfe; 
our  people  here  defire  to  worfhip  God  in  fpirit  and  in  truth, 
andour  people  left  in  England  know  as  well  thegroundes  and 
reafonsofour  fufferings  againft  thefe  things,  as  our  fufFerings 
themfelves,  which  we  befeech  the  Lord  to  accept  and  blefle,  in 
our  blefled  Savior.  How  [57]  farre  our  teftimony  there 
hath  prevayled  with  any  others,  to  fearch  more  feriouflye  into 
the  caufe,  we  doe  rather  obferve  in  thankfullnes  and  filence, 
than  fpeak  of  to  the  prejudice  of  our  bretheren. 

3.  It  hath  been  no  fmall  inducement  to  us,  to  choofe  rather 
to  remoove  hither,  than  to  ftay  there,  that  we  might  enioy 
the  libertye,  not  of  fome  ordinances  of  God,  but  of  all,  and 
all  in  puritye.  For  though  we  blefle  the  Lord  with  you  for 
the  gracious  meanes  of  falvation,  which  many  of  your  congre- 
gations doe  enioy  (whereof  our  owne  foules  have  founde  the 
bleflings,  and  which  we  defire  may  be  for  ever  continued  and 
enlarged  to  you)  yet  feinge  Chrift  hatti  inftituted  noe  ordi- 
nance in  vayne  (but  all  to  the  perfedtinge  of  the  body  of 
Chrift  and  we  knowe  that  our  foules  ftand  in  neede  of  all  to 
the  uttmoft,  we  durft  not  fo  farre  be  wantinge  to  the  grace  of 
Chrift,  and  to  the  necefilty  of  our  owne  foules,  as  to  fitt 
downe  forae  where  elfe,  under  the  fhadowe  of  fome  ordinances, 
when  by  two  monthes  travayle  we  might  come  to  enioy  the 
liberty  of  all. 

To  your  2d  queftion,  how  farre  miniftersare  bound  to  beare 
witnefl"e  againft  corruptions  caft  upon  the  face  of  Gods  ordi- 
nances, it  is  too  large  a  point  for  me  to  give  anfwer  to  in  the 
heele  of  a  letter.  But  thus  much  breifely:  wittnes  is  to  be 
borne  againft  corruptions,  i.  By  keeping  a  man's  owne 
garments  cleane  ;  I  meane  his  owne  outward  pradtice.  Rev.  16. 
If.  1.  By  declaringe  the  whole  counfell  of  God  to  his 
people,  not  fliunninge  any  part  of  it,  as  reafonable  occafion  is 
oflfered,  to  prevent  finne  in  them.  Adts  20.  26,  27.  By 
avoydinge  appearances  of  evill,  as  well  as  evill  it  felve.  i 
Thefs.    5.   22.      Eleazerus  durft  not  eate  mutton,  or  bread. 
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or  any  other  cleane  foode,  when  it  had  an  appearance  of 
eateinge  fwines  flefh,  but  chofe  death  rather  than  deliverance 
by  fuch  meanes.  2.  Maccab.  cap.  6.  ver.  21  to  25.  whofe 
ftory  though  it  be  apochryphall,  yet  the  example  authenticall 
as  being  ratified  by  the  apoftles  teftimonie  amongft  the  reft  of 
like  nature.  Heb.  11.  35.  where  by  the  others  he  fpeaketh 
of,  he  meaneth  not  other  women,  but  other  men,  for  the 
word  is  a/l^ot,  [58]  mafculine.  However,  Peters  diflemblinge 
ij  evidently  blamed  by  Paul  in  a  like  cafe,  when  by  his 
example  he  countenanced  the  impofinge  of  ceremonyes  upon 
the  Gentiles,  to  whom  God  never  gave  them.  Gal.  2. 
II.   to    14. 

4.  By  contendinge  for  the  truth  in  an  holy  manner,  when 
others  content  with  us  againft  it.  Jude  3.  4.  By  givinge 
account  of  our  fayth  before  magiftrates,  if  they  call  us  to  it 
publiquely,  requireing  to  be  informed  of  our  dcftrine  and 
manner  of  life,  i  Pet.  3.  15.  Otherwife  if  they  call  us  to 
knowe  our  opinions  in  private  (intending  to  bring  us  into 
trouble)  or  publiquely,  rather  as  captious  quaeftioners  than 
judiciall  governors,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I  fuppofewe  may  conceale 
our  mindes,  and  put  our  adverfaryes  upon  proofe,  as  our 
Saviour  did,  Joh.  18.  19.20.21.  But  why  doe  I  fpend  time  ~ 
and  wordes  to  you  in  thefe  thinges,  who  know  them  as  well  as  I 
can  tell  you  ;  I  rather  defire  you  may  be  kept  in  a  peaceable 
way  of  bearinge  witnefle  to  the  truth,  (if  the  will  of  God  be 
fuch)  than  expofed  to  hazards  by  fuch  confeffion  as  mighte 
prejudice  your  liberty.  My  poore  requefts  are  to  heaven  for 
you,  as  I  defire  you  might  not  forgett  me  and  mine,  and  all 
us  here.  Now  the  God  of  peace  and  power  guide  and  fupport 
yourfpirit,  in  all  yourendeavours,blefleandprofperyour  labors, 
and  keepe  you  as  a  chofen  vefl'ell  in  the  fhadowe  of  his  hande, 
through  him  that  hath  loved  us, 

Prefent  my  humble  fervice  to  my  right  honourable,  lord,^' 

as 

6'   The  Earl  of  Lincoln. 
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as  alfo  my  dear  afFedtyon  to  Mr  Ball,^^  Mr  Slater,  and  all 
thebrethren  with  youefpecially  to  Mr.  Dod/3  Mr.  Cleaver.** 
Mr.  Winfton,  Mr.  Cotton,  with  earneft  defire  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  ail  their  prayers  (with  your  owne)  in  our  behalfe. 
So  I  reft. 

Your  very  loving  brother  in  our  blefled  Savior, 
J.  C. 
Bofton,  Dec. 
3>  1634. 

[59]   Copy  of  Mr.  Owen  Rowe's^'  Letter  to   Governor 
Winthrop. 

London,  the  i8th  February  1635. 
"Worthy  Sir, 

IH  A  V  E  received  yours  dated  the  loth  December,  1 6^  5,  being 
very  glad  to  hear  of  your  wellfare,  it  doth  fomewhat  rejoice 
my  hearte  when  I  confider  and  think  what  you  enjoyne  :  my 
hearte  is  with  you,  I  fhall  I  hope  be  glad  if  the  Lord  make 
mee  a  waye  which  I  hope  hee  will  that  I  may  come,  fee  your 
and  behold  the  bewttye  of  our  God  in   thofe  gouernings   of 

his 

**  Dr.  Young  thinks  this  was  Rev.  Thomas  Ball  of  Northampton — yet  it  may- 
have  been  Rev.  John  Ball  of  Whitmore,  co.  Stafford,  whofe  Power  of  Godlinefi, 
1657,  edited  by  Simon  Afhe,  was  dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Manchefter,  who  had 
patronifed  Ball  when  "  neceffitated  to  ly  hid  in  a  corner  by  reafon  of  prelaticall 
Perfccution." 

03  John  Dod,  born  at  Shotwick  in  Chefhire  in  1550,  was  educated  at  Jefus 
College,  Cambridge,  and  was  fucceffively  miniiler  of  Hanwell  in  Oxford,  Fenny 
Compton  in  Warwick,  Canons,  Afliby  and  Fawfley  in  Northamptonfhire.  He 
died  at  the  latter  place  in  1645,  aged  9;. — Young. 

c   Perhaps  Robert  Clever  o\  Drayton  in  Northamptonfhire,  fays  Young. 

"5  Owen  Rowe  was  a  Tradeliiian  in  London  and  of  the  Company  defigned  to 
New  England,  but  upon  the  change  of  times  in  England  chofe  to  remain  there  ; 
was  one  of  the  King's  Judges,  and  amongfl  thofe  who  were  condemned  and  not 
executed.      H. 

The  Herald  and  Genealogijl,  ii,  61  and  156  (London,  1864),  contains  a  few 
particulars  about  Rowe  — Ed. 

K 
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his  in  his  tempel :  Sir,  it  dyd  glad  mee  to  fee  that  you  had 
not  forgott  mee  and  more  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  take 
the  paynes  to  wryte  to  mee.  Sir,  I  have  now  put  off  my 
trade,  and  as  foone  as  it  fhall  pleafe  God  to  fend  in  my  debts, 
that  I  may  paye  what  I  owe  and  cleare  things  fo  here  that 
I  may  come  away  without  giving  offence,  I  am  for  your 
parte,  the  Lord  make  mee  a  cleare  waye :  now  Sir,  feeing  you 
have  mee  in  your  thoughts,  help  forward  that  Mr  Ransford 
may  be  accomodated  with  lands  for  a  farme  to  keep  my 
cattele,  that  fo  my  flock  may  be  preferved  ;  for  I  conceive  I 
have  lofl  neare  £500,  as  Mr  Willfon  can  certifye  you  :  thus 
not  doubting  of  your  love  he  refts 

Who  is  yours  to  command, 

Owen  Rowe. 


Copy*^  of  a  Letter  to  Governor  Winthrop  from 
Mr.  Herbert  Pelham,*^ 

Loving  Cofen, 

I  RETURN  you  many  thanks  foryourgreatloveandhearty 
intertaynment  of  my  brother,  the  ten  pounds  you  defired 
me  to  pay  for  his  board  I  payd  to  your  brother  [60]  Down- 
ing, and  think  it  little  enough  if  not  to  little  as  things  are  with 
you  for  the  prefent,  and  muft  acknowledge  my  felfyour 
debtor  for  your  care  and  paynes  with  him  :  the  account  you 
fent  I  have  perufed  and  caft  it  up  together  with  my  difburfe- 
ments  and  thofe  of  Sir  Richard  Saltonftalls,  which  I  have 
added  to  myne  having  repayd  him  what  he  layd  out  for  flones 
£10  and  brafs,  and  fraught  of  the  ftones  with  fome  other 
fmall  things,  as  when  I  fend  you  the  accompt  will  appear  ; 
foe  that  if  I  be  not  miflaken  the  accompt  will  be  fomewhat 
over,  but  for  the  prefent  I  conceive  a  miftake  in  the  cafling 

up 

"5  The  original  is  in  the  Library  of  the  Maflachufetts  Hiftorical  Society, 
^''  Maflachufetts  Hiftory,  Vol.  i,  p.  144.     H. 


6o]  ColleEiion  of  Papers.  67 

up  of  your  account,  which  becaufe  I  could  not  tell  how  to 
reftlfie,  I  refolved  by  Mr  Downings  advice  to  fend  you 
backe  your  owne  coppy,  and  to  Iceepe  an  other  my  felfe,  which 
his  man  hath  written  out  for  me  foe  that  when  you  fe  your 
own  hand  you  may  be  the  better  able  to  fett  it  ftraight.  I 
have  fent  over  fome  fruit  trees  and  fome  grape  cuttings  the 
beft  I  could  gett ;  if  you  like  any  of  the  grapes  you  may  take 
what  you  pleafe  of  them.  I  pray  advice  what  I  were  to  doe 
with  my  trees.  I  fhall  be  larger  next  time;  remember  me 
kindly  to  my  coufen  your  wife:  fowith  my  hourly  prayers  I  reft 
your  ever  loving  coufen,** 
H.  Pelham. 
Feb.  23,  1635. 


Copy*'  of  a  Letter  from  Mr  Edward  Winflow  to 
Governor  Winthrop  of  the  Maflachufetts. 

Right  Worfliipful, 

BEING  newly  ryfen  from  court  I  was  requefted  by  our 
governor,  who  cannot  at  prefent  write,  to  difpatch  a  meffen- 
ger  to  you  prefently  to  informe  you  that  we  have  this  day  by 
folemne  aft  of  court  ingaged  ourfelves  to  take  part  with  you 
and  our  brethren  of  Conedacut  in  the  war  againft  the  Pecoats, 

purpofing 

88  The  exaft  relationfhip  between  Pelham  and  Winthrop  is  unknown.  It  feems 
by  the  will  of  Herbert  Pelham,  printed  in  the  N.  E.  Hift.  and  Genealogical 
Regifter  xviii,  172,  that  he  was  the  grandfon  of  Herbert  Pelham  and  Katherine 
Thatcher,  and  probably  fon  of  Herbert  and  Penelope,  dau.  of  Lord  Delaware. 
His  firft  wife  was  probably  a  Waldegrave,  and  that  family  was  connefted  with  the 
Forths  and  Winthrops.  Hutchinfon  fays  he  was  of  the  family  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  Peerages,  but  the  details  of  the  connexion 
are  varioufly  given.  He  left  at  his  death  in  1672,  fons  Waldegrave,  Edward, 
Henry  and  Nathaniel,  whofe  defcendants  are  ftill  found  here,  as  are  alfo  thofe  of 
his  daughter  Penelope,  wife  of  Jofias  Window. 

<55  The  original  is  in  the  Library  of  the  Mafs.  Hift.  Society.  This  was  written 
in  reply  to  one  written  20  May,  1637,  and  printed  in  Bradford,  p.  353. 
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purpofing  to  fett  fourth  thirty  men  for  the  land  fervice,  be- 
fides  the  managing  of  the  veflels  which  we  conceive  will  not 
be  lefle  than  forty  ;  now  we  feare  it  will  be  longer  than  we 
willingly  would  for  want  of  coats  or  collets^"  which  are  very 
fcarce  with  us,  unlefs  you  [6i]  can  furnifh  us,  for  which  we 
would  willingly  pay,  as  alfo  fome  other  neceflaries  thereunto 
belonging;  to  morrow  we  fhall  know  who  are  the  mfen 
goe  with  them,  but  hereof  our  governor  will  write  at  large 
(who  defireth  to  falute  you  once  more  by  my  pen)  fo  foone 
as  our  court  is  ended  and  opportunity  is  offered. 

Another  maine  end  of  our  fending  is  in  regard  we  have 
heard  no  more,  till  fince  we  rofe  this  evening,  of  the  laft  ex- 
pedition of  our  brethren  and  Capt.  Underbill,  and  that  is  by 
Capt.  Standifh  his  Indian,  who  was  fent  this  morning  to 
Namafket,  and  faith  the  defeat  of  the  fort  is  true  and  that 
onely  three  Englilh  were  flaine  in  the  taking  of  it.  As  alfo  that 
the  forefaid  Englifh  and  Capt.  Patrick  are  ftill  at  Narrog- 
thigganfet,  and  have  been  dales,  which  makes  us  jealous  and 
fhall  be  till  we  hear  from  you,  and  the  rather  becaufe  you 
heard  nothing  from  any  of  them  by  letter  when  John  Jenny 
came  away.  I  pray  you  therefore  let  us  heare,  and  let  not 
this  (though  true)  difcourage  the  fending  of  your  i6o  men, 
but  take  fuch  revenge  as  may  be  a  fervice  to  after  times  for 
any  the  barbarians  to  rife  againft  us.  If  any  letters  be  comen 
from  England  1  pray  you  fend  them  by  the  bearer,  or  fuch 
news  as  is  worth  the  fending.  I  am  forry  for  the  carriages  of 
your  people,  God  fandtifie  his  hand  and  fit  us  for  fuch  trials 
as  he  hath  appointed.     Thus  with  my  love  to  you  and  prayers 

for 

"1  Hutchinfon  prints  this  "  boats  or  veflels",  but  the  writing  is  plain.  The 
Plymouth  Records  i,  60,  contain  the  vote  of  the  Court,  agreeing  to  affift  in  the 
war.  Alfo  "It  is  alfo  enafted  by  the  Court  that  there  fhalbe  thirty  men  fent  for 
land  fervice,  and  as  many  others  as  fhall  be  fufBcient  to  manage  the  barque."  In 
Freeman's  Hiftory  of  Cape  Cod,  ii,  257  is  a  note  that  Edmund  Freeman  lent  the 
Colony  '  arms  which  ihey  had  in  the  Pequot  country',  viz,  20  corfletts  or  pieces 
of  plate  armor,'  and  this  renders  it  the  more  probable  that  the  deficiency  of  which 
Winflow  writes  was  in  defenfive  armor. 
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for  you  and  yours,  defiring  you  to  falute  my  chriftian  friends 
with  you,  take  leave,  remaining  yours  till  death. 

Ed:  Winflow. 
Plimouth  the  5th  of  the 
4th  month  1636.7' 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Ifrael  Stoughton  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Maffachufetts. 

Honourable  Sir, 

IT  hath  pleafed  God  further  to  crowne  our  poore  endeavours 
with  fuccefs  gracioufly,  as  you  fhall  largely  and  punftually 
underftand  by  Capt.  Patrick,  to  whome  I  leave  [62]  the  re- 
lation wholly,  feeing  a  lively  voyce  will  do  it  :  and  therefore  I 
entreat  your  favour  for  this  omiffion  ;  fpecially  becaufe  it  is 
late  in  the  night  and  a  faire  wind  attends  us.  Surely  there 
have  been  fo  many  fingular  providences  as  are  worthy  of  due 
obfervance  and  eternall  prayfe.  And  allbeit  we  have  not  the 
whole  of  our  defires,  yet  O  that  we  could  extoll  him  for  what 
we  have  and  waite  for  more.  Much  is  done,  but  not  all,  and 
if  aught  be  well  done,  I  defire  we  be  not  weary  thereof,  but 
proceed  as  God  fhall  minifter  new  occafions.  Capt.  Patrick 
can  informe  you  of  our  intentions  for  the  future  :  both  for 
Block  Ifland,  Long  Ifland,  Indians  beyond  Puillipioak  &c. 
AUfo  if  it  (hall  appear  ufefuU  and  pleafing  to  you  we  will 
fome  of  us  come  march  through  Neepenet :  I  earneftly  defire 
the  work  may  be  thoroughly  done,  and  fee  we  and  our  friends 
will  fuffer  much  by  fcattered  wretches,  if  they  be  not  clofely 

followed. 
"  This  date  is  a  miftake  for  1637.  The  fort  at  the  head  of  Myftic  River  was 
taken  by  Capt.  Mafon,  26  May,  1637.  At  Pequot  Harbor  he  was  joined  by  Capt. 
Patrick  and  the  Plymouth  men  after  the  fight.  In  June  Capt.  Stoughton  and  the 
Maffachufetts  men  arrived  and  tracked  the  remaining  portion  of  the  Indians  to  their 
refuge,  when  they  were  captured  and  killed.  This  was  late  in  June  or  early  in 
July.  A  Letter  from  Gov.  Winthrop  in  Mafs.  Hiil.  Coll.,  4th  S.  iii,  358,  gives 
the  particulars  of  the  laft  affair. 
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followed.  But  I  fliall  write  more  fully  fuddenly,'and  do  defire 
to  underftand  your  pleafures  :  For  we  will  prefer  your  minds 
before  ours :  But  't  is  clear  fome  muft  refide  here  or  here- 
abouts. It  is  beyond  my  abilities  for  the  prefent  to  refolve 
you  which  is  beft  in  all  things,  or  particularly  about  planting 
Pecot.  For  tho'  the  place  be  fubfiftable,  and  an  excellent 
harbour,  and  abundance  ofcorne,  and  the  fame  ground  ready 
for  Englifh  grayne  forthwith,  which  is  a  great  help  to  planters, 
yet  the  providence  of  God  guided  us  to  fo  excellent  a  country 
at  Quaillipioakv-  river,  and  fo  all  along  the  coaft  as  we  travelled, 
as  I  am  confident  we  have  not  the  like  in  Englifb  pofTeffion 
as  yet,  and  probable  't  is  the  Dutch  will  feaze  it  if  the  Englifh 
do  not.  It  is  conceived  generally  far  more  worthy  than 
Pequid  notwithftanding  the  former  confiderations.  It  is  too 
good  for  any  but  friends  ;  Capt.  Patrick  can  informe  you 
the  full. 

I  heartely  thank  you  for  your  loving  care  of  us  about 
neceflaries  and  do  acknowledge  your  kind  acceptance  of  our 
poore  imperfeft  indeavours,  craving  your  prayers  for  more 
grace  that  we  may  fo  increafe  in  loyal  faithfullnefs  and  fruit- 
fullnefs,  fuch  as  may  be  God's  honor  [63]  and  the  fuUfilling 
of  your  and  our  joy  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  ;  and  fo, 
with  my  due  refped:  to  yourfelf  with  the  councell  and  majef- 
trates  I  take  leave. 

Yours  as  in  duty  I  am  bound 

Ifrael  Stoughton. 
Pofleflion  houfe  in  Pequid,  the 

4th  day  of  the  5th  weeke  of 

ourwarrfare  about  midnight.73 

72  New  Haven.      H. 

'3  The  Year  muft  be  1636  fays  Hutchinfon's  note,  but  is  ev^ident  that  it  fhould 
be  16^7. 
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Prefatory  Note  by  the  Editor. 

[The  documents  which  follow  relate  to  incidents  in  the  great 
ftruggle  between  the  opponents  and  adherents  of  Mrs.  Hutch- 
infon.  They  are  deeply  interefting  becaufe  the  refult  efta- 
blifhed  the  form  of  legiflation  for  the  Colony.  The  teft 
queftion  on  the  reception  of  the  petition  was  in  reality  whether 
a  colleftion  of  reprefentatives,  or  a  mafT-meeting  fhould 
conftitute  the  fupreme  authority.  An  order  of  the  Court 
(MafT  Rec.  i,i88),  had  authorized  the  freemen  to  fend  in 
written  votes  for  Magiftrates,  and  to  fend  deputies  to  tranfad: 
all  other  bufinefs.  Vane,  leading  theadherents  of  Mrs.  Hutch- 
infon,  wifhed  at  the  meeting  for  elefting  magiftrates,  to  prefent 
a  petition  and  have  aftion  taken,  becaufe  the  majority  at  Bofton 
was  on  his  fide.  Had  this  courfe  been  adopted  the  freemen 
fcattered  throughout  the  colony  would  have  loft  their  votes, 
and  have  been  controlled  by  a  minority  living  at  the  capital. 
Hutchinfon  writes  (i,  60),  "At  the  opening  of  the  court  of 
election  1637,  which  was  not  done  until  one  a  clock  (May  17th) 
a  petition  was  again  offered  from  many  of  the  town  of  Bofton, 
which  the  Governor,  Mr.  Vane,  would  have  read,  but  Mr. 
Winthrop  the  deputy  governor  oppofed  it  as  being  out  of 
order;  this  being  the  day  by  charter  for  eledions  and  the 
inhabitants  all  convened  for  that  purpofe,  if  other  bufinefs 
was  allowed  to  take  up  the  time  the  eledions  would  be  pre- 
vented; after  the  elediions  was  over  the  petition  might  be 
read."  Winthrop  adds,  "  Diuers  others  alfo  oppofed  that 
courfe  as  an  ill  preecedent,  etc."  and  upon  a  vote  being  taken 
the  majority  decided  to  proceed  to  the  eledtion.  (Savage's 
Winthrop  i,  261-2).  As  the  original  petition  is  not  extant, 
we  give  the  following  copy  taken  from  "  The  fhort  Story  " 
commonly  attributed  to  Welde. 

Wee, 
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"Wee,  whofe  names  are  under  written  (have  diligently  ob- 
ferved  this  honourable  Courts  proceedings  againft  our  deare 
and  reverend  brother  in  Chrift,  Mr.  Wheel,  now  under 
cenfure  at  the  Court,  for  the  truth  of  Chrift.)  wee  do  humbly 
befeech  this  honourable  Court  to  accept  this  Remonftrance 
and  Petitions  of  ours,  in  all  due  fubmiffion  tendred  to  your 
Worfhips. 

For  firft.  whereas  our  beeloved  brother  Mr.  Wheel,  is 
cenfured  for  contempt,  by  the  greater  part  of  this  honoured 
Court,  wee  defire  your  Worfhips  to  confider  the  fincere  in- 
tentions of  our  Brother  to  promote  your  end  in  the  day  of 
Faft,  for  whereas  wee  do  perceive  your  principal  intention 
the  day  of  Faft,  looked  chiefely  at  the  publiclc  peace  of  the 
Churches,  our  Reverend  Brother  did  to  his  beft  ftrength, 
and  as  the  Lord  afTifted  him,  labour  to  promote  your  end, 
and  therefore  endeavoured  to  draw  us  nearer  unto  Chrift,  the 
head  of  our  union,  that  so  wee  might  bee  eftabliftied  in  peace, 
which  wee  conceive  to  bee  the  true  way,  sanctifyed  of  God, 
to  obtain  your  end,  and  therefore  deferves  no  fuch  cenfure  as 
wee  conceive. 

Secondly.  Whereas  our  deare  Brother  is  cenfured  of  fedi- 
tion  ;  wee  befeech  your  Worftiips  to  confider  that  either  the 
perfon  condemned  muft  bee  culpable  of  fome  fedition  faft  or 
his  doctrines  muft  bee  feditious  or  muft  breed  fedition  in  the 
hearts  of  his  hearers,  or  elfe  wee  know  not  upon  what  grounds 
hee  ftiould  bee  cenfured.  Now  to  the  firft,  wee  have  not  heard 
any  that  have  witnefied  againft  our  brother  for  any  feditious 
faft.  Secondly,  neither  was  the  doftrine,  itfelfe,  beeing  no 
other  but  the  very  expreflions  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  himfelfe,  and 
therefore  cannot  juftly  bee  branded  with  fedition.  Thirdly, 
if  you  look  at  the  effefts  of  his  Doftrine  upon  the  hearers,  it 
hath  not  ftirred  up  fedition  in  us,  not  fo  much  as  by  accident; 
wee  have  not  drawn  the  fword,  as  fometimes  Peter  did,  raftily, 
neither  have  wee  refcued  our  innocent  brother,  as  fometimes 
the  IJralites  did  Jonathan.,  and  yet  they  did  not  feditioufly. 
The  Covenant  of  free  Grace  held  forth  by  our  Brother,  hath 

taught 
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taught  us  rather  to  become  humble  fuppliants  to  your  Wor- 
fhips,  and  if  wee  could  not  prevaile,  wee  would  rather  with 
patience  give  our  cheeks  to  the  fmiters.  Since  therefore  the 
Teacher,  the  Dodrine,  and  the  hearers  bee  moft  free  from 
fedition  (as  we  conceive)  wee  humbly  befeech  you  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  your  Judge  and  ours,  and  for 
the  honour  of  this  Court,  and  the  proceedings  thereof,  that 
you  will  bee  pleafed  either  to  make  it  appeare  to  us,  and  to 
all  the  world,  to  whom  the  knowledge  of  all  thefe  things  will 
come,  wherein  the  fedition  lies,  or  elfe  acquit  our  Brother  of 
fuch  a  cenfure. 

Further,  wee  befeech  you  remember  the  old  method  of 
Satan,  the  ancient  enemy  of  Free  Grace  in  all  ages  of  the 
Church,  who  hath  raifed  up  fuch  calumnies  againft  the  faith- 
full  Prophets  of  God.  Eliab  was  called  the  troubler  oi  IJrael, 
I  King  18.  17,18.  yf;?zoj  was  charged  for  confpiracy,  Amos 
7,  10.  Paul  was  counted  a  peftilent  fellow,  or  moover  of 
fedition,  and  a  ring-leader  of  a  Sedt,  A£ls  24,  5.  and  Chrift 
himfelfe,  as  well  as  Paul,  was  charged  to  bee  a  Teacher  of  new 
Doftrine,  Mark  i,  27.  ASis  17,  19.  Now  wee  befeech  you 
confider,  whether  that  old  ferpent  work  not  after  his  old 
method  even  in  our  dales. 

Further,  wee  befeech  you  confider  the  d9.nger  of  medling 
againft  the  Prophets.  Psal  105.  14,15,  for  what  ye  do  unto 
them,  the  Lord  Jefus  takes  as  done  unto  himfelfe ;  if  you 
hurt  any  of  his  members,  the  head  is  very  fenfible  of  it:  for 
so  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofts.  Hee  that  toucheth  you  touch- 
eth  the  apple  of  mine  eye.  Zack.  2,  8.  And  better  a  mill- 
ftone  were  hanged  about  our  necks,  and  that  wee  were  caft 
Into  the  fea,  than  that  wee  fhould  offend  any  of  thefe  little 
ones,   which  believe  on  him.     Matthew,    18,  6. 

And  laftly,  wee  befeech  you  confider  how  fhould  you  ftand 
in  relation  to  us  as  nurfing  Fathers,  which  gives  us  encou- 
ragement, to  promote  our  humble  requefts  to  you,  or  elfe 
wee  would  fay  with  the  Prophet.  Isa.  22,  4.  Look  from 
mee  that  1  may  weep  bitterly.  Labour  not  to  comfort  mee, 
L  &c.. 
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&c,  or  as  Jer.  9,  1.  O  that  I  had  In  the  wilderneffe  a  lodg- 
ing place  of  a  wayfaring  man.  And  thus  have  wee  made 
known  our  griefes  and  defires  to  your  Worfliips,  and  leave 
them  upon  record  with  the  Lord  and  with  you.  Knowing 
that  if  wee  fhould  receive  repulfe  from  you,  with  the  Lord 
wee  fhall  find  grace." 

The  lift  of  fubfcribers  to  this  paper  may  perhaps  be  com- 
piled from  the  record  of  thofe  cenfured  and  difowned.  We 
muft  remember  however  that  Welde  fays  "afeditious  writing 
was  delivered  into  the  court  in  March,  when  Mr.  Wheelwright 
was  convicted,  under  the  hands  of  more  than  three  fcore  of 
them."  Mr.  Cogfhall  of  Bofton  faid  "  though  his  hand  was  not 
to  the  petition,  yet  he  did  approve  of  it,  and  his  hand  was  to  a 
Proteftation  which  was  to  the  fame  effeft."  It  is  clear  therefore 
that  there  were  two  if  not  more  papers,  so  that  it  will  be  ufelefs 
to  attempt  to  difcriminate  as  to  which  was  figned  by  each  of 
the  partifans. 

Libertye  and  the  Weale  Publick  reconciled  :  In  a  briefe 
and  cleare  declaration  of  the  mifapprehenlion  of  fome 
grieved  minds  concerninge  the  lawfull  and  orderly  pro- 
ceedings of  the  late  Court  of  Eled:ions  at  Newtown, 
the  17th  of  the  3d  month,    1637.7'^ 

The  complaint  is,  that  the  peoples  libertye  was  retrained, 
by  fuch  as  withftood  the  reading  of  a  petition  tendered  be- 
fore the  eleftlons  made. 

For  clearing  hereof  it  is  to  be  confidered,  i.  What  the 
libertye  is  which  they  defire  to  have  preferved :  That  I  take 
to  be  this,  viz.  That  the  people  may  not  be  fubjedted  to 
any  lawe  or  power  amonge  themfelves  without  their  confent; 
whatfoever  is  more  than  this,  is  neither  lawfull  nor  durable, 
and  inftead  of  liberties  may  prove  bondage  or  licentioufnefle, 

2. 

'•  MaJJachufetts  Hijiory,  vol  i,  p.  6l.      H. 
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2.  If  this  libertye  be  at  any  tyme  reftrayned  by  the  people 
themfelves,   they  are  guilty   of  their  owne  harme;  if  any  be. 

3.  If  fuch  reftraint  be  not  redrefTed,  upon  any  feafonable 
opportunity,  when  lawfully  it  may,  they  can  blame  none  fo 
much  as  themfelves. 

4.  That  the  power  of  a  popular  ftate  being  unlimited  in  its 
owne  nature,  and  being  by  free  confent  and  wife  [64]  advife, 
brought  into  a  methode,  and  so  bounded  in  order  only,  not 
in  power,  it  is  more  fafe  to  be  so  continued  and  exercifed 
(though  with  offence  or  perhaps  damage  to  fome  particu- 
lars in  fome  tranfient  cafes,  the  original  power  remaining  ftill 
inviolate)  than  to  be  putt  out  of  its  fettled  courfe,  upon  every 
pretence,  or  occafion,  of  publick  grievance ;  feeing  every 
deviation  in  the  verye  forme  of  any  fuch  government  is 
allways  attended  with  much  trouble,  and  fome  danger. 

Anfw.  If  we  examine  the  pafTages  of  the  court,  we  (hall 
fee  where  the  error  was. 

It  is  obfervable  that  the  proper  bufinefs  of  this  court  was 
matter  of  eledion,  and  it  is  also  obvious,  that  it  hath  ob- 
tained, by  cuftom,  the  firft  place  in  that  day  (except  admiffion 
of  freemen)  and  where  it  is  objefted,  that  in  the  court  1635, 
the  petition  in  Mr.  Endecotts  cafe  was  heard  and  anfwered 
before  eledion  :  It  is  not  true:  For  I  can  fhew  by  that 
which  hath  been  faithfully  kept  of  the  paflages  of  that  court,7S 
among  other,  that  all  petitions  were  rejefted  till  the  eledtions 
were  pafled  ;  and  many  can  remember  that  when  that  cafe 
was  heard,  Mr.  Haynes  fategovernour,  who  had  been  eledted 
that  court. 

It  is  objeded  againe,  that  the  court  m.ight  yet  have  heard 
the  petition  firft,  and  feeing  it  was  for  the  peoples  libertye, 
why  was  it  flopped  ?     To  this  it  may  be  anfwered,   that  it  is 

true, 

"5  Our  Records,  i,  145-6,  certainly  confirm  this  Firft,  John  Haynes,  Efq  was 
eledled  Governor,  and  took  the  oath ;  then  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Affiftants 
were  chofen  and  fworn ;  thirdly  Mr.  Ludlow  was  difcharged  from  overfeeing  the 
fortifications  at  Caftle  Ifland,  and  then  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confider  Mr. 
Endicott's  aft. 
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true,  they  might,  if  they  had  fo  pleafed  :   But  firft  they  would 
not,  and  their  refufall  was  lawfull  upon  thefe  reafons. 

1.  It  had  been  no  point  of  wifdom  to  break  order,  without 
preffing  neceffity,  or  for  fome  prevalent  advantage,  neither  of 
which  could  the  court  then  apprehend. 

2.  When  the  queftion  was,  whether  petition  or  eledion 
fhould  be  firft,  none  could  give  anfwer  there  but  the  court  it- 
felfe,  which  was  the  whole  bodye  of  freemen,  (for  none  of  the 
magiftrates  had  any  more  influence  in  that  court  than  any 
other  freeman)  fo  as  here  was  no  other  way  to  knowe  the 
minde  of  the  court  but  by  putting  it  to  vote,  and  by  num- 
bering either  fide,  to  decide  the  queftion  ;  this  [65]  was  done, 
and  the  major  part,  being  for  election,  it  maytruelybe  fayde, 
that  the  people  or  the  court  did  order  that  election  ftiould 
proceed  before  the  petition  fhould  be  heard  :  And  now  let 
any  wife  man  judge,  who  hath  done  the  people  wronge,  or  what 
reftraint  hath  been  putt  upon  their  libertye.  For  if  the  peo- 
ple would  have  had  the  petition  firft  heard,  who  could  have 
judged  it,  or  what  expofition  did  any  make  againft  it,  other- 
wife  than  is  lawful  for  any  freeman  to  doe,  by  ftiewing  his 
dislike  and  giving  reafon  for  it  ? 

If  it  be  objected,  that  a  great  parte  of  the  people  did  not 
confent :  I  anfwer,  there  was  not  one  freeman  there  but  his 
confent  was  to  it :  for  there  is  an  infeparable  incident  to  all 
bodyes  politick,  which  are  compofed  of  voluntary  members, 
that  every  one  (in  his  admiflion)  gives  an  implicite  confent  to 
whatever  the  maior  parte  ftiall  eftablifti,  not  being  againft  reli- 
gion or  the  weale  publick,  and  this  they  are  further  bound  unto 
with  by  their  oathe  :  yea  if  the  oath  be  difputable,  yet  their 
confent  is  in  it,  till  it  be  cleared,  and  the  error  of  the  maior 
part  convinced  by  plain  arguments  :  otherwife  no  fuch  fo- 
cietye  would  long  fubfift  :  neither  could  peace  be  at  all  pre- 
ferved  in  it  ;  for  it  is  hardly  poffible,  to  eftabliftie  any  thinge, 
(except  of  indifferent  nature)  that  fhall  pleafe  every  man  : 
and  if  one  or  more  in  any  fociety  may  bee  at  libertye,  when 
the  reft  are  reftrayned,  it  can  neither  be  equal  nor  fafe. 

3- 
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3.  It  had  been  meere  injustice,  for  the  people  then  aflem- 
bled  to  have  concluded  any  publick  bufinefte  by  popular  vote. 
The  reafon  is  apparent.  Becaufe  thofe  towns,  which  by  law- 
ful order,  upon  publick  confiderations,  sent  their  proxies  for 
elections,  and  their  deputyes  for  other  affaires,  had  been  iniu- 
rioufly  furprized,  and  deprived  of  their  due  intereft  to  dif- 
cerne  of  thofe  things,  which  did  no  lefs  concerne  them  than 
the  reft  who  were  prefent.  And  upon  this  grounde,  what- 
foever  the  freemen  then  prefent  had  concluded  had  been 
meerely  voide  and  no  man  bound  to  fubmit  to  it  :  for,  be- 
fides  the  manifeft  iniurye  to  fuch  as  had  been  fo  unduly  kept 
awaye,  it  might  have  fallen  out,  [66]  that  beinge  prefent,  they 
might  have  given  fuch  reafons  as  might  have  altered  the 
judgment  of  the  reft  of  the  court. 

If  the  petition  had  contained  any  matter  of  grievance  which 
had  neceflarily  required  the  helpe  of  the  people  to  redreffe  it 
(as  in  fome  cafes  it  may  fall  out),  yet  why  this  might  not  as 
well  have  been  done  after  the  elections  as  before  doth  not  ap- 
peare  :  for  the  people  muft  have  ftayed  as  long  tyme,  for 
difpatch  of  bothe,  which  foever  had  firft  been  handled,  pe- 
titions or  elections  :  And  if  they  had  unadvifedly  elected 
any  unworthy  perfon,  they  might  foone  have  removed  him  : 
and  the  juft  difgrace  upon  fuch  an  one  had  more  than  recom- 
penced  the  fhort  tyme  it  would  have  required. 

5.  So  the  generall  court  at  Boston,  in  the  3.  m.  1634, 
when  the  people  eftablifhed  a  reformation  of  fuch  things  as 
they  judged  to  be  amifs  in  the  government,  they  then  fettled 
an  order,76  that  j^  the  court  of  Eledlions  they  fhould  leave 
their  deputyes  to  manage  all  other  affaires. 

6. 

^'' This  order  was  as  follows.  It  was  ordered,  that  it  Ihall  be  lawful  for  ihe 
freemen  of  every  plantation  to  chooie  two  or  three  of  each  town  before  every  Ge- 
neral Court,  to  confer  of  and  prepare  fuch  public  bufinefs  as  by  them  (hall  be 
thought  fit  to  confidcr  of  at  the  next  General  Court,  and  that  fuch  perfons  as  fhall 
be  hereafter  deputed  by  the  freemen  of  the  feveral  plantations,  to  deal  in  their  be- 
half in  the  public  affairs  of  the  commonwealth,  (hall  have  the  full  power  and 
voices  of  all  the  faid  freemen,  derived  to  them  for  the  making  and  cftablifliing  of 
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6.  It  is  very  difficult  and  dangerous  for  fo  great  a  people  and 
of  fo  different  apprehenfions,  to  give  judgment  in  a  caufe  of 
right  or  wrong,  being  fuddainly  difcovered  to  them  ;  and  if 
we  fhould  growe  to  fuch  a  multitude  as  (through  Gods  blelT- 
ing)  we  may  foone  be,  it  will  be  impoffible  it  fhould  be  well 
carried. 

7.  It  is  eafye  to  judge,  that  30  or  40  diftind:  men,  cho- 
fen  out  of  all  the  countrye,  and  by  all  reafon  as  free  from 
partialitye  or  prejudice  as  any  other,  may  give  a  more  juft 
fentence  in  any  fuch  caufe  upon  deliberation  and  quiet  dis- 
course) than  a  whole  multitude  upon  the  fuddaine,  when  many 
may  be  thought  not  to  heare  what  is  propofed,  and  others 
not  to  underftand  it,  and  perchance  the  greater  part  in  a 
heate  and  tumult,  and  when  the  weakeft  and  worft  member 
of  the  common-wealth  adds  as  much  weight  to  the  fentence 
as  the  moft  godly  and  judicious. 

8.  The  people  (in  the  faid  court  1634)  having  (by  ferious 
advice  of  fuch  as  they  beft  knew,  and  that  feemed  to  be  much 
lovers  of  their  libertye)  given  power  to  their  deputyes,  for 
future  tyme,  to  doe  whatfoever  themfelves  [67]  might  (fave 
in  matters  of  eledlions),  order  requires  they  fhould  firft  referre 
the  redreffe  of  their  grievances  to  their  deputyes,  and  the  peo- 
ple not  to  entermeddle,  except  the  deputyes  fhould  firft  fayle, 
and  that  apparently  and  previoufly  :  which  is  feldom  like  to 
fall  out  in  a  popular  ftate,  where  nothing  but  force  can  de- 
prive them  of  their  libertye,  except  they  fhall  wittinglye  and 
willinglye  give  them  away,  and  then  volunti  non  fit  injuria, 
a  man  cannot  blame  another  for  the  harme  he  does  to  him- 
felfe.  A 

laws,  granting  of  lands,  &c.  and  to  deal  in  all  other  afFairs  of  the  commonwealth 
wherein  the  freemen  have  to  do,  the  matter  of  election  of  magiftrates  and  other 
officers  only  excepted,  wherein  every  freeman  is  to  give  his  own  voice." — 
Mass.  Records  i,  ii8. 

The  same  Records,  i,  188,  Ihow  that  an  order  of  the  court  had  authorized  the 
freemen  to  fend  in  written  votes  for  magiftrates. 
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A  Defence  of  an  Order^^  of  Court  made  in  the  Year 
1637. 

A  Declaration  of  the  Intent  and  Equitye  of  the  Order 
made  at  the  laft  Court,  to  this  efFeft,  that  none  ftiould  be 
received  to  inhabit  within  the  jurifdidion  but  fuch  as  fliould 
be  allowed  by  fome  of  the  Magiftrates.?^ 

FOR  clearing  of  fuch  fcruples  as  have  arifen  about  thisor- 
der,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  firft,  what  is  the  effentiall  forme 
of  a  common  weak  or  body  politic  fuch  as  this  is,  which  I 
conceive  to  be  this — The  confent  of  a  certaine  companie  of 
people,  to  cohabite  together,  uhder  one  government  for  their 
mutual  fafety  and  welfare. 

In  this  defcription  all  thefe  things  doe  concurre  to  the  well 
being  of  fuch  a  body,  i  Perfons,  i  Place,  3  Confent,  4  Go- 
vernment or  Order,   5  Wellfare. 

It  is  clearely  agreed,  by  all,  that  the  care  of  fafety  and  well- 
fare  was  the  original  caufe  or  occafion  of  common  weales  and 
of  many  familyes  subjecting  themfelves  to  rulers  and  laws  ; 

for 

''"'  This  order  (fee  Mass.  Rec.  i,  196)  was  as  follows  :  "  It  is  ordered  that  no 
town  or  perfon  fhall  receive  any  ftrangcr  rcforting  hither  with  intent  to  refide  in 
this  jurifdiftion,  nor  fhall  allow  any  lot  or  habitation  to  any,  or  entertain  any 
fuch  above  three  weeks,  except  such  perfon  (hall  have  allowance  under  the  hands 
of  fome  one  of  the  council,  or  of  two  other  of  the  magiftrates,  upon  pain  that 
every  town  that  fhall  give  or  fell  any  lot  or  habitation  to  any  fuch,  not  fo  allowed, 
fhall  forfeit  £100  for  every  offence;  and  every  perlon  receiving  any  fuch,  for  longer 
time  than  is  here  exprefled  (or  than  (hall  be  allowed  in  fome  efpecial  cafes,  as  before, 
or  in  cafe  of  entertainment  ol  friends  reforting  from  fome  other  parts  of  this  country 
for  a  convenient  time)  fhall  forfeit  for  every  offence  i'40  ;  and  for  every  month 
after  fuch  perfon  fliall  there  continue  £20  :*  provided,  that  if  any  inhabitant  fhall 
not  confent  to  the  entertainment  of  any  fuch  perfon,  and  fhall  give  notice  thereof 
to  any  of  the  magiftrates  within  one  month  after,  fuch  inhabitant  fhall  not  be  liable 
to  any  part  of  this  penalty.  This  order  to  continue  till  the  end  of  the  next  Court 
of  Eledlions,  and  no  longer,  except  it  be  then  confirmed." 

■  s  The  Defence  and  the  Replication  are  undoubtedly  the  Performances  of  Mr. 
Winthrop.  The  Answer  is  by  Mr.  Vane,  afterwards  Sir  H.  Vane.  I  leave  the 
Reader  to  judge  who  had  the  beft  caufe  and  who  beft  defended  it.  See  Majs.  Hiji. 
vol.  i.  p.  62.  ^  H 
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for  no  man  hath  lawful  power  over  another,  but  by  birth  or 
confent,  fo  llkewife,  by  the  law  of  proprietye,  no  man  can 
have  juft  intereft  in  that  which  belongeth  to  another,  without 
his  confent. 

[68]   From  thefe  premifes  will  arife  thefe  conclufions. 

1.  No  common  weale  can  be  founded  but  by  ir&t  confent. 

1.  The  perfons  fo  incorporating  have  a  public  and  relative 
interefteach  in  other,  and  in  theplaceof  their  co-habitation  and 
goods,  and  laws  &c.  and  in  all  the  means  of  their  wellfare  fo 
as  none  other  can  claime  priviledge  with  them  but  by  free 
confent. 

3.  The  nature  of  fuch  an  incorporation  tyes  every  mem- 
ber thereof  to  feeke  out  and  entertaine  all  means  that  may 
conduce  to  the  wellfare  of  the  bodye,  and  to  keepe  ofFwhat- 
foever  doth  appeare  to  tend  to  theire  damage. 

4.  The  wellfare  of  the  whole  is  to  be  put  to  apparent  ha- 
zard for  the  advantage  of  any  particular  members. 

From  thefe  conclufions  I  thus  reafon. 

1.  If  weheere  be  a  corporation  eftablifhed  by  free  confent, 
if  the  place  of  our  co-habitation  be  our  owne,  then  no  man 
hath  right  to  come  into  us  &c  without  our  confent. 

2.  If  no  man  hath  right  to  our  lands,  our  government 
priviledges  &c,  but  by  our  confent,  then  it  is  reafon  we 
fhould  take  notice  of  before  we  conferre  any  fuch  upon  them. 

3.  If  we  are  bound  to  keepe  off  whatfoever  appears  to  tend 
to  our  ruine  or  damage,  then  we  may  lawfully  refufe  to  re- 
ceive fuch  whofe  difpofitions  fuite  not  with  ours  and  whofe 
fociety  (we  know)  will  be  hurtfull  to  us,  and  therefore  it  is 
lawfull  to  take  knowledge  of  all  men  before  we  receive  them. 

4.  The  churches  take  liberty  (as  lawfully  they  may)  to  re- 
ceive or  rejedt  at  their  difcretion  ;  yea  particular  towns  make 
orders  to  the  like  effeft ;  why  then  should  the  common  weale 
be  denied  the  like  liberty,  and  the  whole  more  reftrained 
than  any  parte  ? 

5.  If  it  be  finne  in  us  to  deny  fome  men  place  &c  amongft 

us 
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us,  then  it  is  becaufe  of  fome  right  they  have  to  this  place 
&c  for  to  deny  a  man  that  which  he  hath  no  right  unto,  is 
neither  finne  nor  injury. 

6.  If  ftrangers  have  right  to  our  houfes  or  lands  &c,  then 
it  is  eitherof  juftice  or  of  mercye  ;  if  of  juftice  let  them  plead 
it,  and  we  fhall  know  what  to  anfwer  :  but  if  [69]  it  be  only 
in  way  of  mercye,  or  by  the  rule  of  hofpitality  &c,  then  I  an- 
fwer ift  a  man  is  not  a  fit  objeft  of  mercye  except  he  be  in 
miferye.  2d.  We  are  not  bound  to  exercife  mercye  to 
others  to  the  ruine  of  ourfelves.  3d.  There  are  few  that 
ftand  in  neede  of  mercye  at  their  firft  coming  hither.  As  for 
hofpitality,  that  rule  doth  not  bind  further  than  for  fome 
prefent  occafion,  not  for  continual  refidence. 

7.  A  family  is  a  little  common  wealth,  and  a  common  wealth 
is  a  greate  family.  Now  as  a  family  is  not  bound  to  enter- 
taine  all  comers,  no  not  every  good  man  (otherwife  than  by 
way  of  hofpitality)  no  more  is  a  common  wealth. 

8.  It  is  a  generall  received  rule,  turpius  ejicitur  quam  non 
admittitur  hojpes,  it  is  worfe  to  receive  a  man  whom  we  muft 
caft  out  againe,  than  to  denye  him  admittance. 

9.  The  rule  of  the  Apoftle,  John  2.  10.  is,  that  fuch  as 
come  and  bring  not  the  true  dodrine  with  them  fhould  not 
be  received  to  houfe,  and  by  the  fame  reafon  not  into  the 
common  weale. 

10.  Seeing  it  muft  be  granted  that  there  may  come  fuch 
perfons  (fuppofe  Jefuits  &c)  which  by  confent  of  all  ought 
to  be  rejefted,  it  will  follow  that  by  this  law  (being  only  for 
notice  to  be  taken  of  all  that  come  to  us,  without  which  we 
cannot  avoyd  fuch  as  indeed  are  to  be  kept  out)  is  no  other 
but  juft  and  needfull,  and  if  any  fhould  be  rejefted  that  ought 
to  be  received,  that  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  law,  but  to 
thofe  who  are  betrufted  with  the  execution  of  it.  And 
herein  is  to  be  confidered,  what  the  intent  of  the  law  is,  and 
by  confequence,  by  what  rule  they  are  to  walke,  who  are  be- 
trufted with  the  keeping  of  it.  The  intent  of  the  law  is  to 
preferve  the  wellfare  of  the  body ;  and  for  this  ende  to  have 
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none  received  into  any  fellowfhip  with  it  who  are  likely  to 
difturbe  the  fame,  and  this  intent  (I  am  fure)  is  lawful  and 
good.  Now  then,  if  fuch  to  whom  the  keeping  of  this  law  is 
committed,  be  perfuaded  in  theire  judgments  that  fuch  a  man 
is  likely  to  difturbe  and  hinder  the  publick  weale,  but  fome 
others  who  are  not  in  the  fame  truft,  judge  otherwife,  yet  they 
are  to  [70]  follow  their  owne  judgments,  rather  than  the  judg- 
ments of  others  who  are  not  alike  interefted  :  As  in  tryall  of 
an  offender  byjury  ;  the  twelve  men  are  fatisfied  in  their  con- 
fciences,  upon  the  evidence  given,  that  the  party  deferves 
death  :  but  there  are  20  or  40  ftanders  by,  who  conceive  other- 
wife,  yet  is  the  jury  bound  to  condemn  him  according  to 
their  owne  confciences,  and  not  to  acquit  him  upon  the  differ- 
ent opinion  of  other  men,  except  theire  reafons  can  convince 
them  of  the  errour  of  their  confciences,  and  this  is  according 
to  the  rule  of  the  Apoftle.  Rom.  14.  5.  Let  every  man  be 
fully  perfuaded  in  his  own  mynde. 

If  it  be  objecfted,  that  fome  prophane  perfons  are  received 
and  others  who  are  religious  are  rejeded,  I  anfwer  ift,  It  is 
not  knowne  that  lany  fuch  thinge  has  as  yet  fallen  out.  2. 
Such  a  praftice  may  be  juftifiable  as  the  cafe  may  be,  for 
younger  perfons  (even  prophane  ones)  may  be  of  leffe  dan- 
ger to  the  common  weale  (and  to  the  churches  alfo)  than 
fome  older  perfons,  though  profeffors  of  religion  :  for  our 
Saviour  Chrift  when  he  converfed  with  publicans  8fc.  fayeth  that 
fuch  were  nearer  the  Kingdom  of  heaven  than  the  religious 
pharifees,  and  one  that  is  of  large  parts  and  confirmed  in  fome 
erroneous  way,  is  likely  to  doe  more  harme  to  church  and 
common  weale,  and  is  of  leffe  hope  to  be  reclaymed,  than  10 
prophane  perfons,  who  have  not  yet  become  hardened,  in  the 
contempt  of  the  meanes  of  grace. 

Laftly,  whereas  it  is  objeded  that  by  this  law,  we  rejeft 
good  chriftians  and  fo  confequently  Chrift  himfelfe  :  I  anfwer 
ift.  It  is  not  knowne  that  any  chriftian  man  hath  been  re- 
jefted.  2  a  man  that  is  a  true  chriftian,  may  be  denyed  refi- 
dence  among  us,  in  fome  cafes,  without  rejefting  Chrift,  as  ad- 
mitt 
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mitt  a  true  chriftian  fliould  come  over,  and  fhould  maintain 
community  of  goods,  or  that  magiftrates  ought  not  to  punifh 
the  breakers  of  the  firft  table,  or  the  members  of  churches  for 
criminal  offences  :  or  that  no  man  were  bound  to  be  fubjedl 
to  thofe  lawes  or  magiftrates  to  which  they  fhould  not  give 
an  explicite  confent,  &c.  I  hope  no  man  will  fay,  that  not 
to  receive  fuch  an  one  were  to  reject  Chrift  ;  for  fuch  opinions 
(though being  [71]  maintained  in  fimple  ignorance,they  might 
ftand  with  a  ftate  of  grace  yet)  they  may  be  fo  dangerous  to 
the  publick  weale  in  many  refpedts,  as  it  would  be  our  finne 
and  unfaithfullnefs  to  receive  fuch  among  us,  except  it  were 
for  tryall  of  theire  reformation.  I  would  demand  then  in  the 
cafe  in  queftion  (for  it  is  bootleffe  curiofity  to  refrayne  open- 
effe  in  things  publick)  whereas  it  is  fayd  that  this  law  was 
made  of  purpofe  to  keepe  away  fuch  as  are  of  Mr.  Wheel- 
wright his  judgment  (admitt  it  were  fo  which  yet  I  cannot 
confeffe)  where  is  the  evill  of  it  \  If  we  conceive  and  finde  by 
fadd  experience  that  his  opinions  are  fuch,  as  by  his  own 
profeffion  cannot  ftand  with  externall  peace,  may  we  not  pro- 
vide for  our  peace,  by  keeping  of  fuch  as  would  ftrengthen 
him  and  infeft  others  with  fuch  dangerous  tenets  ?  and  if  we 
finde  his  opinions  fuch  as  will  caufe  divifions,  and  make  peo- 
ple looke  at  their  magiftrates,  minifters  and  brethren  as  ene- 
mies to  Chrift  and  Antichrifts  &c,  is  it  not  finne  and  un- 
faithfullnefs in  us,  to  receive  more  of  thofe  opinions,  which 
we  already  finde  the  evill  fruite  of:  Nay,  why  doe  not  thofe 
who  now  complayne  joyne  with  us  in  keeping  out  of  fuch, 
as  well  as  formerly  they  did  in  expelling  Mr  Williams  for 
the  like,  though  lefle  dangerous  .''  Where  this  change  of  theire 
judgments  fliould  arife  I  leave  them  to  themfelves  to  examine, 
and  I  earneftly  entreat  them  fo  to  doe,  and  for  this  law  let 
the  equally  mynded  judge,  what  evill  they  finde  in  it,  or  in 
the  pradtice  of  thofe  who  are  betrufted  with  the  execution  of  it. 
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A  Brief  Anfwer  to  a  certain  Declaration,  made  to  the 
intent  and  equitye  of  the  Order  of  Court,  that  none 
fhould  be  received  to  inhahite  within  this  jurifdidlion, 
but  luch  as  Ihould  be  allowed  by  fome  of  the  ma- 
giftrates. 

THE  fcope  of  the  declaration  is  to  defend  and  juftifye  the 
order  in  queftion,  to  which  purpofe  thefe  four  things  are 
layde  down. 

[72]  I.  A  grounde  worke  to  upholde  fuch  reafons  as  are 
produced  in  the  caufe. 

2.  The  reafons  themfelves,  whereby  the  order  is  defended. 

3.  Objeftions  are  made  and  anfwered  as  would  feeme. 

4.  The  conclufion  of  the  whole  difcourfe. 

For  the  ground  worke  which  is  layde  in  the  firft  place  ;  it  con- 
fifts  partly  of  a  defcription  of  a  common  wealth,  which  in  fome 
fort  is  explycated,  and  partly  of  diverfe  conclufions  arifing 
from  fuch  defcription  and  explication. 

The  defcription  which  is  fett  down  in  efFed;  is  this.  A  com- 
mon wealth  is  a  certaine  companie  of  people  confenting  to 
cohabit  together  under  one  government,  for  their  mutual 
fafetye  and  wellfare.  In  which  defcription  this  maine  faulte 
is  founde.  At  the  beft  it  is  but  a  defcription  of  a  common 
wealth  at  large,  and  not  of  fuch  a  common  wealth  as  this  (as 
is  faid)  which  is  not  only  chriftian,  but  dependant  upon  the 
grante  alfo  of  our  Souveraigne  :  for  fo  are  the  exprefle  words 
of  that  order  of  Court  to  which  the  whole  countrey  was  re- 
quired to  fubfcribe. 

Now  if  you  will  define  a  chriftian  common-wealth  there  muft 
Prov  8  c  be  put  in,  fuch  a  confent  as  is  according  to  God  :  a 
"  '  fubjeding  to  fuch  a  government  as  is  according 
llai.  0.  7  unto  Chrift.  And  if  you  will  define  a  corporation, 
incorporated  by  vertue  of  the  grante  of  our  Souveraigne,  it 
muft  be  fuch  a  confent  as  the  grante  requires  and  permitts  and 
in  that  manner  and  forme  as  it  prefcribes,   or  elfe  it  will  be 

defedive 
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defeftive.  The  common-wealth  here  defcribed,  may  be  a 
companye  of  Turkifli  pirates  as  well  as  Chriftian  profeffbrs, 
unlefle  the  confent  and  government  be  better  limited  than  it 
is  in  this  definition  ;  for  fure  it  is,  all  Pagans  and  Infidels, 
even  the  Indians  here  amongft  us,  may  come  within  this 
compafle.  And  is  this  fuch  a  body  politicke  as  ours,  as  you 
fay  ?  God  forbid.  Our  common  wealth  we  feare  would  be 
twife  miferable,  if  Chrift  and  the  King  fhould  be  fhut  out  fo. 
Reafons  taken  from  the  nature  of  a  common-wealth,  not 
founded  upon  Chrift,  nor  by  his  Majeftyes  charters,  muft 
needs  fall  to  [73]  the  ground,  and  faile  thofe  that  relye  upon 
them.  In  the  application  of  the  defcription,  and  the  con- 
clufions  inferred,  all  things  are  not  currant,  all  things  doe  not 
agree  concerning  the  caufes  of  common-wealths  as  is  affirmed. 
There  are  7  feveral  opinions  of  this  matter,  which  writers 
fpeak  of,  though  this  be  not  fo  material.  Members  of  a 
common  wealth  may  not  feeke  out  all  meanes  that  may  con- 
duce to  the  wellfare  of  the  body,  but  all  lawful  and  due 
meanes,  according  to  the  charter  they  hold  by,  either  from 
God  or  the  King,  or  from  both  :  Nor  may  they  keepe  out 
whatfoever  doth  appeare  to  tend  to  their  damage  (for  many 
things  appeare  which  are  not)  but  fuch,  as  upon  right  and 
evident  grounds,  doe  fo  appeare,  and  are  fo  in  truth.  Thus 
farre  concerning  that  which  hath  beene  touched  may  for  the 
prefent  fuffice. 

The  fecond  thinge  is  the  reafons,  which  we  fhall  fett  down 
and  answer. 

The  firft  reafon  of  the  equity  of  the  order  is  this,  "  If  we 
be  a  corporation  eftablifhed  by  free  confent,  if  the  place  of 
our  habitation  be  our  owne,  then  no  man  hath  right  to  come 
unto  us  without  our  confent." 

Ans.  We  do  not  know  how  we  that  ftand  a  corporation, 
by  vertue  of  the  King's  charter,  can  thus  argue  ;  yet  to  avoyd 
difpute,  fuppofe  the  antecedent  ftiould  be  granted,  the  confe- 
quence  does  not  follow.  This  is  all  that  can  be  inferred, 
that  our  confent,   regulated  by  the  worde  and  fuitable  to  our 
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patent,  ought  to  be  required,  not  this  vaft  and  illimited  con- 
fent  here  fpoken  of,  our  confent  is  notour  ownewhen  rightly- 
limited,  I  Cor.  6.  19.  20.  An  unlawful  diflent  can  hinder  no 
man,  though  a  lawful  may. 

The  fecond  reafon  runs  thus,  "  If  no  man  hath  right  to 
our  lands,  our  government  priviledges,  &c.  but  by  our  con- 
fent, then  it  is  reafon  we  fhould  take  notice  of  men  before  we 
conferre  any  fuch  upon  them." 

Ans.  Befydes  the  doubtfulnefs  of  the  truth  of  the  fuppo- 
fition,  the  queftion  here  is  changed  ;  for  fo  moft  ftates  doe  in 
takeing  the  names  of  fuch  as  come  to  dwell  among  them,  but 
the  queftion  is  whether  the  admitting  or  [74]  rejefting  of  per- 
fons  fhould  depend  upon  fuch  unlimited  and  unfafe  a  rule,  as 
the  will  and  difcretion  of  men,  fuppofe  magiftrates  or  others 
not  regulated. 

The  3d  reafon  is  thus  framed,  "  If  we  are  bound  to  keepe 
off  whatever  appeares  to  tende  to  our  ruine  and  damage,  then 
we  may  lawfully  refufe  to  receive  fuch  whofe  difpofitions  fuite 
not  with  ours,  and  whofe  focietye  we  know  will  be  hurtefuU 
unto  us,  and  therefore  it  is  lawful  to  take  knowledge  of  men 
before  we  doe  receive  them." 

Anfw.  This  kinde  of  reafoning  is  very  confufed  and  falla- 
cious, for  the  queftion  here  is  not  only  changed,  but  there  is 
this  further  deceite  of  wrapping  up  many  queftions  in  one, 
and  befides  if  it  were  put  into  a  right  forme,  the  aflumption 
would  be  falfe. 

The  queftion  is  not,  as  was  faid  before,  whether  Knowledge 
may  not  be  taken  of  men,  before  they  be  received,  nor  whe- 
ther magiftrates  may  refufe  fuch  as  fuite  not  with  their  dif- 
pofitions, or  fuch  whofe  fociety  they  know  will  be  hurteful  to 
them ;  though  the  fecond  of  thefe  is  not  nor  cannot  be  proved  ; 
but  whether  perfons  may  be  rejefted,  or  admitted,  upon  the 
illimited  confent  or  diflent  of  magiftrates.  The  aflump- 
tion alfo  would  be  falfe,  for  men  are  not  to  keepe  off  what- 
ever appeares  to  tend  to  their  ruine,  but  what  really  doth  fo  ; 
Elijah  appeared  to  Ahab,  and,   no  doubt,   to  his  counfell  of 

ftate. 


75]  ColleEiion  of  Papers.  87 

ftate,  a  troubler  of  the  common-wealth,  one  that  brought  3 
yeares  famine,  enough  to  ruine  the  whole  ftate  :  Yet  the 
Jewifh  magiftrates  ought  not  to  have  rejedled  him  and  all 
thofe  of  his  frame  and  judgment,  becaufe  thus  it  appeared  ; 
for  in  truth  Elijah  was  the  horfemen  of  Ifrael  and  the  chariots 
thereof.  It  appeared  alfo  to  the  chiefe  priefts  and  pharifees, 
that  if  our  blefled  Saviour  were  let  alone,  it  would  tend  to 
their  ruine,  John  11.  47.  48.  and  therefore  ufed  meanes  to  keep 
it  off  by  rejedling  Chrift  and  his  gofpel,  and  yet  we  hope  you 
will  not  fay  they  were  bound  to  doe  fo.  Laftly,  it  appeares 
to  the  Natives  heere  (who  by  your  definition  are  compleat 
common-wealths  among  themfelves)  that  the  [75]  cohabi- 
tation of  the  Englifti  with  them  tends  to  their  utter  ruine, 
yet  we  believe  you  will  not  fay  they  may  lawfully  keepe  us 
out  upon  that  grounde,  for  our  cohabitation  with  them  may 
tend  to  theire  converfion  and  fo  to  theire  eternal  falvation, 
and  then  they  fhould  doe  moft  defperately  and  finnefully. 
Let  us  then  doe  unto  our  brethren  at  leaft  as  we  would  defyre 
to  be  done  unto  by  Barbarians,  which  is  not  to  be  rejefted, 
becaufe  we  do  not  fuite  with  the  difpofition  of  theire  Sechem, 
nor  becaufe,  by  our  coming,  God  takes  them  away  and  trou- 
bles them,   and  fo,  to  their  appearance,  we  ruine  them. 

The  4th  argument  ftands  thus  :  "  The  churches  take  li- 
bertye  (as  lawfully  they  may)  to  receive  or  rejefte  at  their 
difcretion  ;  yea  particular  townes  make  orders  to  fuch  efFedt, 
why  then  fhould  the  commonwealth  be  denied  the  like  li- 
bertye,  and  the  whole  more  reftrained  than  any  part  ?" 

Anfw.  Though  the  queftion  be  here  concluded,  yet  it  is 
farre  from  being  foundly  proved,  yea,  in  trueth,  we  much  won- 
der that  any  member  of  a  church  fhould  be  ignorant  of  the 
falfenefs  of  the  ground  worke  upon  which  this  conclufion  is 
built  ;  for  fhould  churches  have  this  power,  as  you  fay  they 
have,  to  receive  or  rejeft  at  their  difcretion,  they  would 
quickely  grow  corrupt  enough.  Churches  have  no  libertye 
to  receive  or  rejefte,  at  their  difcretions,  but  at  the  difcretion 
of  Chrift,  whatfoever  is  done  in  word  or  deed,   in  church  or 

commonwealth. 
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commonwealth,  muft  be  done  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  {Coll.  3.  17.)  Neither  hath  church  nor  commonwealth 
any  other  than  minifteriall  power  from  Chrift,  {Eph.  5.  23.) 
who  is  the  head  of  the  church,  and  the  prince  of  the  kings  of 
the  earth.  {Rev.  i.  5.)  After  that  Cornelius  and  his  companye 
had  received  the  holy  ghoft,  whereby  the  right  which  they  had 
to  the  covenant  was  evidenced,  it  is  not  now  left  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  church  whether  they  would  admitte  them  there- 
unto or  not.  But  can  any  man  forbid  them  water  faith  Pe- 
ter, he  commanded  them  to  be  baptized.  {A£ts  10.  47.  48.) 
There  is  the  like  reafon  of  admiffion  into  churches  ;  [76] 
when  Chrift  opens  a  door  to  any,  there  is  none  may  take  li- 
bertye  to  fhut  them  out.  In  one  word,  there  is  no  libertye 
to  be  taken  neither  in  church  nor  commonwealth  but  that 
which  Chrift  gives  and  is  according  unto  him.   Gal.  5.  i. 

The  5th  reafon  produced  is,  "  If  it  be  finne  in  us,  to  de- 
nye  fome  men  place  amongft  us,  then  it  is  becaufe  they  have 
fome  right  to  our  place." 

Anfw.  The  queftion  is  heere  againe  changed,  for  it  is  not 
whether  fome  may  be  denyed,  but  whether  any  or  all  fuch  as 
the  magiftrates  illimitted  diflent  ftiall  rejefte.  But  befydes 
this,  we  fay,  that  the  King's  Chriftian  fubjedts  have  right  by 
his  majefties  patent,  to  come  over  and  plante  in  places  not 
inhabited,  for  a  double  end,  ift.  to  enlarge  his  majefties  do- 
minions ;  2dly,  for  the  converfion  of  the  Pagans.  And  fince 
his  majeftie  hath  given  them  right  for  thefe  ends,  we  may  not 
denye  them,  unlels  they  forfeite  it,  either  by  denyeing  the  land 
which  they  inhabite  to  be  an  enlargement  of  his  majefties  do- 
minions, or  becoming  fuch  diflblute  and  prophane  perfons  as 
rather  doe  harden  the  Indians  than  be  a  meanes  of  their  con- 
verfion, for  by  fo  doing  we  ftiall  exceed  the  limits  of  his  ma- 
jefties grante,  and  forfeite  the  priviledges,  government  and 
lands  which  we  challenge  to  be  our  owne. 

Moreover,  we  may  not  denye  refidence  to  any  of  his  ma- 
jefties fubjedts  without  juft  grounds,  except  we  will  doe  injury 
both  to  the  King  and  his  fubjefts,  who  have  adventured  both 

their 
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theire  eftates  and  lives  to  enjoye  thofe  priviledges  andlibertyes, 
which  he  hath  granted  them.  Befydes  the  law  doth  not  only 
prohibite  thofe  whom  the  magiftrates  O.all  diflike  to  plante  in 
thofe  places  uninhabited,  though  in  an  orderly  manner,  but 
to  make  their  abode  in  friends  houfes,  either  given  or  fold, 
or  hyred,  which  are  lawful  meanes  of  obtaineing  right.  Now 
if  the  kings  majeftie  give  me  right,  if  title  be  procured  by 
donation,  purchafe,  farmeing,  &c.  If  now  this  ftate  at  theire 
pleafure  take  this  away  and  expell  men  from  the  fame,  what 
were  this  but  to  exercife  robbery,  and  to  vex  the  poore  [77] 
and  the  needy,  and  opprefle  the  ftranger  wrongfully,  a  finne 
forerunning  defolation,  [Ezek.  22.  29.)  and  fuch  an  one  as 
will  more  ruine  the  fl:ate  by  the  execution  thereof,  than  thofe 
perfons  (whom  the  law  intend  to  expell)  were  the  law  abo- 
liHied. 

The  6th  reafon  affigned  is  this,  "If  ftrangers  have  right 
to  our  houfes  or  lands,  &c.  then  it  is  either  of  juftice  or 
mercye,"  &c. 

Anfw.  The  queftion  ftill  is  changed,  but  in  anfwer  to  this 
we  fay,  fuch  may  the  ftranger  be  as  have  true  right  of  co- 
habitation, and  fojourning  with  us,  as  hath  beene  fhewed, 
and  that  of  juftice,  by  his  majefties  pattent,  for  they  are  fel- 
low fubjefts  to  one  and  the  fame  prince,  they  are  alfo  of  the 
fame  nation,  and  if  they  be  chriftians  they  are  in  a  farre 
nearer  relation  than  all  thefe,  even  fellow  brethren,  and  co- 
heires  of  all  the  bleflings  layd  up  for  them  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and 
in  all  thefe  confiderations  have  right  of  cohabitation  and  refi- 
dence  with  us. 

The  7th  reafon  is  this,  "  A  familye  is  a  little  common- 
wealth and  a  common-wealth  is  a  great  familye,  now  a  fami- 
lye is  not  bound  to  entertaine  all  comers,  no  not  every  good 
man,  otherwife  than  by  way  of  hofpitalitye,  no  more  is  a 
common-wealth." 

Anfw.    Here  againe  the  queftion  is  much  changed,  it  ftiould 

not  have  been  proved   that  we   are  not   bound  to  receive  all 

comers  nor  all  good  men,  but  rather  no  comers  at  all,  unlefTe 
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it  be  upon  the  unlimitted  confent  of  the  magiftrates.  Al- 
though it  be  true,  that  there  is  fome  proportion  betweene  a 
familye  and  a  common-wealth,  yet  there  is  a  great  difparitye 
in  this  matter.  A  maiiter  of  a  familye  hath  another  kinde  of 
right  to  his  houfe  and  eftate  than  this  common-wealth  hath  to 
all  the  houfes  and  lands  within  this  patent.  The  maifter  of 
a  familye  may  bequeath  his  whole  eftate  to  his  wife  and  child- 
ren, and  fo  may  not  the  body  of  this  common-wealth  to 
theires.  The  king  will  looke  for  fome  right,  nor  may  we 
blame  him,  if  he  doe.  Many  are  no  members  of  the  com- 
mon-wealth, and  yet  have  good  right  both  to  houfes  and 
lands  here,  many  members  of  this  ftate  agree  not  to  this  law, 
but  have  [78]  protefted  againft  it  as  finnfull  and  unwhole- 
fome,  and  yet  we  hope  the  reft  have  not  as  good  right  to 
their  houfes  goods  and  lands  as  the  maifter  of  the  familye 
hath  to  his.  If  the  ftate  fliould  take  upon  them  fuch  a  right, 
I  pray  you  confider  whether  it  would  not  prove  a  greater 
wronge,  even  like  to  that  of  Labans  toward  Jacob,  who  told 
him  that  all  were  his,  Gen.  31.  43.  It  is  to  be  feared 
fuch  pleas  of  right  will  worke  more  trouble  to  this  ftate,  if 
they  be  noyfed  abroad,  than  the  entertainment  of  thofe  peo- 
ple againft  whom  this  law  is  made. 

Eighthly  it  is  thus  reafoned,  "  It  is  a  generall  rule,  turpius 
ejicitur  quam  non  admittitur  hqfpes,  it  is  worfe  to  receive  a  man 
whom  we  muft  caft  out,  than  to  deny  him  admittance." 

Anfw.  Let  any  man  refolve  thefe  words,  and  they  will  be 
farre  from  proveing  the  equitye,  though  they  may  perhaps  the 
intent  of  the  courts  order.  The  thinge  which  from  hence  is 
concluded  will  only  amount  to  this.  That  it  is  worfe  for  a 
common-wealth  to  receive  a  man  whom  they  muft  caft  out 
againe,  than  to  deny  him  admittance.  The  reafon  is  taken 
from  humane  authoritye,  but  what  is  this  to  the  pointe  in  con- 
troverfye,  why  ftiould  men  thus  argue,  and  their  conclufions 
fo  farre  from  the  marke,  yet  as  we  faid  perhaps  this  may 
fhew  the  courts  intent,  for  this  intimation  we  have  from 
hence.  That  the  intent  of  the  common-wealth  is  to  caft  out 

all 
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all  fuch  as  have  beene  received  in  tymes  paft,  who  are  of  the 
fame  judgement  with  them,  whom  the  magiftrates  will  not  ad- 
mitt  butcaft  out,  though  with  a  greate  deale  more  difhoneftye, 
for  turpius  ejicitur,  &c.  which  if  it  muft  be,  the  Lords  will  be 
done.79 

Ninthly,  it  is  thus  further  argued,  "The  rule  of  the  Apoftle, 
John  2.  10.  is,  that  fuch  as  come  and  bring  not  the  true  doc- 
trine with  them  (hould  not  be  received  to  houfe,  and  by  the 
fame  reafon  not  into  the  com. wealth." 

The  queftion  is  ftill  wonderfully  changed,  for  if  the  order 
now  in  queftion  were  but  conformable  to  this  rule  of  the 
Apoftle  none  would  oppofe  it,  but  the  order  is  [79]  there- 
fore fcrupelled,  becaufe  it  fetts  downe  no  rule  for  the  ma- 
giftrates to  walke  by  in  that  admittance  or  rejeftion  of  fuch 
as  come,  but  leeves  it  to  their  illimitted  confent  or  diflent, 
nay  fuch  were  the  expreffions  of  the  fame,  in  the  court,  who 
had  a  hand  in  this  law,  as  cleares  it  to  us  that  this  law  oppo- 
feth  direftly  this  rule ;  for  fuch  as  doe  bring  the  dodirine  in- 
tended in  the  text,  are  the  perfons  which  are  aymed  at  to  be 
denyed  refidence,  as  fad  experience  alfo  in  the  execution  hath 
given  us  in  parte  to  fee  already,  and  wee  feare  in  the  future 
will  yet  doe  more. 

The  loth  and  laft  reafon  is  this  in  effed:,  "Such  may  not 
come  into  the  land  as  by  the  confent  of  all  are  to  be  rejeded, 
and  therefore  it  is  lawful  to  take  notice  of  them." 

We  much  marvaile  that  it  fhould  be  fo  often  faid,  the  law 
is  only  for  takeing  notice,  is  it  not  plaine  that  fuch  are  to  be 
fined  who  receive  them  whom  the  magiftrates  allow  not  ? 
and  cannot  notice  be  taken  of  men  without  fuch  a  courfe  as 
this  ?  Why  ftiould  any  in  higher  place  fpeake  in  open  court 
— Let  us  have  their  money  firft  ? — What  meanes  the  words 
immediately  following  which  fpeake  of  rejedling  and  keeping 

out 

'5  Mr.  Vane's  adherents  were  afterwards  baniflied.  See  Mats.  Hijl.  Vol.  p. 
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out  by  vertue  of  this  order,  if  it  were  only  made  to  take  no- 
tice of  fuch  ?  It  would  have  done  very  well  to  have  kept  to 
the  queftion,  and  not  argue  fo  farre  diftant  from  the  purpofe 
as  this  doth.  What  if  fome  come  into  the  land  and  are  to 
be  rejefted,  are  any  therefor  to  be  rejefted  in  an  undue  and 
finnful  way  ?  In  the  enlargement  of  this  reafon  the  law  is 
excufed,  if  it  be  not  rightly  executed,  and  they  which  are  to 
execute  it  are  likewife  defended,  if  they  follow  their  judg- 
ments and  confciences.  The  law  is  excufed  becaufe  it  hath 
a  good  intent,  but  good  intents  do  not  make  a  law  or  adion 
good,  what  was  intended  the  execution  doth  declare.  Now 
is  it  fufficient  for  thofe  who  are  betrufted  with  the  execution 
of  this  law  to  follow  their  perfwafions,  judgements,  and  con- 
fciences, except  they  be  rightly  ruled  by  the  word  of  trueth  ! 
Paul  was  perfwaded  that  he  fhould  doe  thofe  things  which  he 
did  againft  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  A£fs  16.  9.  They  which  kill 
Gods  children  may  thinke  they  doe  God  good  fervice,  [80] 
John  16.  I.  but  in  fo  doeing,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
are  to  be  excufed.  It  is  not  a  full  perfwafion  that  makes  a 
thinge  lawfuU  from  the  rule  Rom.  14.  5.  but  a  full  perfwafion 
upon  good  grounds.  All  the  adlions  of  chriftians  muft  be 
according  to  the  rule  Chrift  gives  them  to  walke  by.  Gal. 
6.6. 

Objeft.  I.  Some  prophane  perfons  are  received,  and  others 
who  are  religious  are  rejefted.  To  which  you  anfvver  there  is 
no  fuch  thing  knowne  to  be  done,  and  if  it  were  it  might  be 
juftified,  becaufe  prophane  perfons  may  be  lefle  dangerous, 
than  fuch  as  are  religious,  of  large  parts,  confirmed  in  fome 
erroneous  way,  our  Saviour  converfed  with  publicans,  &c.  and 
fayd  they  were  nearer  the  kingdom  of  heaven  than  religious 
pharifees.  This  is  the  fumme.  As  for  the  objecftion  which 
is  made,  it  is  your  owne  ;  for  any  thing  we  know,  we  would 
not  objed;  in  this  manner.  It  is  not  the  refufing  of  fome 
religious  perfons  againft  which  we  except,  but  againft  the 
libertye  which  is  given  by  this  law  of  rejeding  thofe,  that  are 
truly  and  particularly  religious,  if  the  magiftrates  doe  not  like 

them. 


8i]  ColleEiion  of   Papers.  93 

them,  which  is  already  put  in  pradlice,  as  farre  as  may  be 
judged.  If  you  deny  any  thing  to  be  done,  there  are  divers 
witnefles  will  affirm  the  contrarye.  If  you  fay  it  be  more 
dangerous  to  accept  fuch  than  prophane  perfons  you  need 
not  much  confutation,  fuch  fhall  be  bleffings  wherefoever 
they  come,  Gen.  12.  2.  they  will  not  need  to  be  bound  to 
the  peace  or  good  behaviour,  as  fome  that  are  admitted  by 
authoritye  by  their  blafphemous  and  quarrelling  fpeeches. 
As  for  fcribes  and  pharifees  wee  will  not  pleade  for  them,  let 
them  doe  it  who  walke  in  their  way  ;  nor  for  fuch  as  are  con- 
firmed in  any  way  of  errour,  though  all  fuch  are  not  to  be 
denyed  cohabitation,  but  are  to  be  pitied  and  reformed,  Jude 
22,  23.  Ifhmael  fhall  dwell  in  the  prefence  of  his  brethren, 
Gen.  16.  12. 

Obje6l.  2.  It  is  objefted  that  by  this  law  we  rejed  good 
chriflians  and  fo  confequently  Chrift  himfelfe,  and  it  is  made 
of  purpofe  to  keepe  away  fuch  as  are  of  Mr.  Wheelwright's 
judgment. 

To  the  former  parte  of  this  obje<5lion  [81]  you  fay,  it  is  not 
knowne  that  any  chriftian  man  hath  been  rejedted,  and  that 
chriftians  in  fome  cafes  may  be  rejeded,  holding  fome  perni- 
cious errors.     This  is  the  fubflance. 

To  which  we  anfwer  that  diverfe  chriftians  have  been  al- 
ready rejeded  fo  farre,  as  they  are  not  allowed  to  make  any 
abode  amongft  us,  but  for  a  fhort  limitted  tyme,  and  by  the 
law  they  may  be  rejedled  for  ever.  All  the  tyme  fuch  are  re- 
jedted  Chrift  is  rejedled,  Luke  10.  16.  J£ls  9.  4.  Suppofe 
fome  chriftians  may  be  refufed  and  Chrift  not  refufed  (which 
is  not  yet  proved)  that  is  nothing  to  the  law  nor  to  the  pre- 
fent  execution  of  it.  If  you  deale  with  fuch  make  it  appear. 
To  the  latter  parte  of  this  objedlion  you  anfwer,  that  you  can- 
not confefl"e  that  it  is  made  againft  them  of  Mr.  Wheelwights 
judgment,  and  if  it  were,  where  is  the  evil  of  it,  feeing  that 
the  opinions  are  fuch  as  he  profefleth  cannot  ftand  with  ex- 
ternal peace,  and  will  caufe  divifions,  rnd  will  make  the  peo- 
ple looke  at  their  magiftrates,  minifters  and  brethren,  as  ene- 
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myes  to  Chrift  and  antichriftian,  more  dangerous  than  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Williams?  We  omitt  divers  words  for  bre- 
vityes  fake  and  change  not  the  matter.  To  this  we  replye, 
that  though  you  cannot  confefle  it,  yet  it  doth  appeare  by 
your  examinations  of  them  you  refufe,  forprefent  demanding 
of  them  whether  they  know  him,  and  wifhing  of  them  to  dif- 
claime  his  dodrine,  and  excepting  againft  them  becaufe  they 
are  allyed  to  them  of  the  fame  judgment,  as  likewife  by  the 
courts  proceeding  againft  him,  that  there  is  fome  fuch  thing; 
though  indeed  we  would  not  make  this  objeftion,  though 
fome  of  the  like  kinde. 

Now  whereas  you  grante  this  by  way  of  conceffion,  and  give 
reafons  to  juftfie  the  fame,  they  are  either  weak  or  greate 
miftakes.  Firft  you  finde  fault  with  his  opinions,  becaufe 
he  faid  they  could  not  ftand  with  externall  peace.  He  affirmed 
indeed  that  the  preaching  of  the  gofpell  could  not  ftand  with 
externall  peace,  and  doth  not  the  word  of  God  hold  this 
forth  ?  Our  Saviour  came  not  to  fend  peace  but  a  fword, 
Matth.  10.  34.  That  chapter  fpeakes  fully  to  the  purpofe, 
and  when  news  of  Chrift  comes,  Herod  [82]  and  all  Jerusalem 
is  troubled,  Matth.  1.  3.  Paul  and  Silas  were  accufed  for  turne- 
ing_the  world  upfide  downe,  A5ls  17.  5.  We  queftion  not 
but  he  will  grante  that  the  Lord  can  and  doth  fometymes 
give  his  church  reft,  AEls  9.  31.  but  this  will  not  ftand  nor 
continue,  which  we  know  to  be  his  meaneinge.  A  man  can- 
not be  Chrift's  difciple  but  he  muft  meete  with  crofles,  Matth. 
16.  24.  Efau  and  Jacob  wreftled  together  in  their  mothers 
wombe,  Gen.  ic^.  in.  In  the  2d  place  you  except  againft  his 
opinions,  becaufe  they  make  devifions.  The  gofpell  which 
he  or  any  man  holds  forth  will  caufe  devifions  by  accident, 
Matth.  10.  34.  ■^c^.  If  he  be  blamed  for  this,  Chrift  cannot 
be  excufed.  The  3d  thing  you  alledge  is  that  his  opinions 
make  people  looke  at  their  magiftrates,  minifters  and  brethren 
as  antichriftians,  enemies  to  Chrift,  but  we  know  no  fuch 
doftrine  which  he  taught,   all  which  he  delivered  concerning 

this 
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this  matter,  was  a  defcription  of  the  way  of  workes  and  anti- 
chriftianifme,  and  fo  farre  as  magiflrates  and  minifters  walke 
in  that  way  they  are  to  be  looked  at  as  antichriftian.  John  4. 
I,  2,  3.  Laftly,  it  is  faid  that  his  opinions  are  more  danger- 
ous than  thofe  of  Mr.  Williams  which,  if  it  be  true,  then  is 
the  dodtrine  of  the  gofpell  more  dangerous  than  that  for 
which  Mr.  Williams  was  banifhed  ;  for  as  yet  we  know  no- 
thing which  Mr.  Wheelwright  helde  diflbnant  from  the  gof- 
pell, neither  hath  he  beene  confuted,  though  condemned,  and 
it  is  not  our  judgments  fo  much  as  the  caufe  which  is 
changed. 

Thefe  objedions  and  anfwers  being  viewed,  and  what  is 
unfound  refuted,  we  come  to  the  conclufion,  wherein  we  are 
defyered  to  judge  what  evil!  we  finde  in  the  law,  and  this  we 
will  doe  faithfully  by  the  helpe  of  Chrift.  This  law  we  judge 
to  be  moft  wicked  and  finnefull,  and  that  for  these  reafons. 

I.  Becaufe  this  law  doth  leave  thefe  weightye  matters  of 
the  common-wealth,  of  receiving  or  rejefting  fuch  as  come 
over  to  the  approbation  of  magiflrates,  and  fufpends  thefe 
things  upon  the  judgment  of  man,  whereas  the  judgment  is 
Gods,  Deut.  i.  17.  This  is  made  a  ground  worke  of  grofle 
popery.  Priefls  and  magiflrates  are  to  judge,  but  [83]  it  muft 
be  according  to  the  law  of  God,  Deut.  17.  9,  10,  11.  That  law 
which  gives  that  without  limittation  to  man,  which  is  proper 
to  God,  cannot  be  jufl. 

1.  Becaufe  here  is  libertye  given  by  this  law  to  expell  and 
reje(5t  thofe  which  are  mofl  eminent  chriflians,  if  they  fuite 
not  with  the  difpofition  of  the  magiflrates,  whereby  it  will 
come  to  pafle,  that  Chrift  and  his  members  will  finde  worfe 
entertainment  amongfl  us  than  the  Ifraelites  did  amongft  the 
Egyptians  and  Babilonians,  than  Abraham  and  Ifaack  did 
amongfl  the  Philiflines,  than  Jacob  amongft  the  Shechemites, 
yea  even  than  Lott  amongfl  the  Sodomites.  Thefe  all  gave 
leave  to  Gods  people,  to  fit  downe  amongfl  them,  though 
they  could  not  clayme  fuch  right  as  the  Kings  fubjedls  may. 
Now  that  law,    the  execution  whereof  may   make  us  more 

cruel] 
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cruell  and   tyranicall    over  Gods   children  than    Pagans,   yea 
than  Sodomites,  muft  needs  be  moft  wicked  and  finnfull. 

3.  This  law  doth  crofle  many  lawes  of  Chrift,  Chrift  would 
have  us  render  unto  Csefar  the  things  that  are  Caefars,  Math. 
11.  21.  But  this  law  will  not  give  unto  the  Kings  majefty 
his  right  of  planting  fome  of  his  fubjedts  amongft  us,  except 
they  pleafe  them,  Chrift  bids  us  not  to  forget  to  entertaine 
ftrangers,  Heb.  13.  2.  But  here  by  this  law  we  muft  not  en- 
tertaine, for  any  continuance  of  time,  fuch  ftranger  as  the 
magiftrates  like  not,  though  they  be  never  fo  gracious,  al- 
lowed by  both  God  and  good  men,  except  we  will  forfeite 
unto  them  our  whole  eftates,  it  may  be  and  much  more  than 
our  eftates  comes  unto.  Chrift  commands  us  to  do  good  unto 
all,  but  efpecially  to  them  of  the  houfehold  of  faith.  Many 
other  lawes  there  are  of  Chrift,  which  this  law  daftieth  againft, 
and  therefore  is  moft  wicked  and  finnefull. 


[84]  A  Reply  to  an  Anfwer  made  to  a  Declaration  of 
the  Intent  and  Equity  of  the  Order  made  at  the  Court 
in  May  laft,  whereby  none  are  to  be  received  &c.  but 
by  allowance  of  the  Magiftrates. ^° 

Contentions  among  brethren  are  fad  fpedtacles,  among  the 
churches  of  Chrift,  efpecially  when  they  come  once  to 
favour  of  bitternefle,  which  would  hive  difcourged  me  from 
publiftiing  the  former  declaration,  if  I  could  have  expected 
fuch  an  anfwer:  And  in  that  refpeft  I  ftiould  willingly  have 
fitten  downe  under  my  reproach,  if  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
juftice  had  not  called  me  againe  to  this  tafke ;  wherein,  if  I 
deale  more  ftiarply,  than  myne  owne  difpofition  leads  me, 
the  blame  muft  fall  upon  him,  who  puts  fuch  occafions  upon 
"me,  as  I  cannot  otherwife  ftiunne. 

Many 

^0  This  Court  was  held  at  Newtown,  now  Cambridge,  in  May  1 637.       H. 
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Many  faults  doth  the  Anfwerer  find  in  my  declaration, 
which  I  muft  examine  as  thay  come  in  order.  The  "  ift  is, 
"  that  in  defcribing  a  common  wealth  (fuch  as  ours  is)  I  do 
"  not  defcribe  it.  as  it  is  chriftian,  nor  as  it  is  founded  upon 
"  the  grant  of  our  King." 

To  this  I  replye  ift,  the  definition  or  defcription  of  the 
genus  may  be  applyed  to  all  the  fpecies,  referving  the  fpeci- 
ficall  differences  :  To  define  a  man  to  be  a  reafonable  crea- 
ture is  a  true  definition  of  any  man,  whether  rich  or  poor, 
chriftian  or  heathen  :  and  when  I  defcribe  a  common  wealth 
in  general  or  in  a  more  civil  orpoliticke  refpedle,  the  churches 
or  chriftians  which  are  in  it,  fall  not  into  confideration,  as  to 
the  being  of  it,  for  it  may  be  a  true  body  politicke,  though 
there  be  neither  church  nor  chriftian  in  it. 

The  like  may  be  fayd  for  the  forme  of  government,  whe- 
ther it  be  by  patent  or  otherwife  yet  it  is  a  government,  and 
fo  the  defcription  is  fafe  and  true. 

2d.  The  defcription  which  I  make  doth  include  all  that 
which  he  doth  complaine  to  be  wanting.  The  words  [85]  are 
thefe.  A  company  of  people,  confenting  to  cohabite  under 
one  government,  for  their  mutual  fafety  and  wellfare.  Now 
let  ours  be  layd  to  this  defcription  and  the  truth  will  appeare. 
We  A.  B.  C.  &c.  confented  to  cohabite  in  the  MafTachufetts, 
and  under  the  government  fet  up  among  us  by  his  Majefty's 
patent  or  grant  for  our  mutual  fafety  and  wellfare,  we  agreed 
to  walke  according  to  the  rules  of  the  gofpell.  And  thus  you 
have  both  a  chriftian  common  weale  and  the  fame  founded 
upon  the  patent,  and  both  included  within  my  defcription. 

I  will  adde  only  what  I  conceive  from  this  and  other  like 
paflages  in  his  anfwer,  viz.  that  he  makes  this  exception  ra- 
ther to  fhelter  himfelf  under  pretence  of  his  tendernefs  of  the 
kings  honour  and  right,  than  out  of  any  ignorance  of  the  true 
latitude  of  my  defcription  ;  and  withall  he  difcovers  how  little 
he  regardeth  what  jeaioufyes  he  put  us  under,  fo  he  may 
fhelter  his  own  parties.  The  Lord  give  him  to  fee  his  fecret 
underminings,  that  it  may  be  forgiven  him.  Having  thus 
O  faulted 
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faulted  my  defcription,  he  taketh  upon  him  to  teach  me  a 
better  ;  and  for  this  he  refers  me,  by  a  marginal  quotation  to 
Proverb  8.  5.  the  text  is  this,  Oh  ye  fimple  underftand  wif- 
dome  and  ye  fools  be  ye  of  an  underftanding  heart ;  and  to 
IJai.  6.  7.  And  he  layd  it  upon  my  mouth  and  fayd  loe  this 
hath  touched  thy  lipps  &c.  How  thefe  places  will  prove  his 
defcription  of  a  chriftian  common  wealth,  founded  upon  the 
kings  patent  is  beyond  my  reach,  but  it  fuits  well  with  a 
praftife  now  in  ufe,  to  fpeak  nothing  but  what  they  bring 
fcripture  for;  fo  fcripture  bealledged  it  matters  not  how  im- 
pertinent they  be. 

As  for  your  defcription  it  felf,  I  have  no  more  to  fay 
againft  it,  but  that  it  was  not  requifite,  to  that  which  I  pro- 
jed:ed,  to  exprefle  thofe  particulars  ;  ard  our  lawyers  will  tell 
you  that  exprejfio  cor  urn  qiice  tacit  e  iyijunt  nihil  operatur  :  My 
intent  was  to  prove  the  proprietye  and  priviledges  of  a  com- 
mon weale  which  may  alfo  belong  to  fuch  government  among 
Turkes  and  Pagans,  fo  far  as  they  may  fall  within  my  de- 
fcription without  any  prejudice  to  the  moft  chriftian  govern- 
ment, that  is,  as  if  I  fpeake  of  one  [86]  that  is  an  honeft 
man,  and  fay  that  he  goeth  upright,  fpeakes,  laughs,  &c. 
when  a  Turke  or  a  Pagan  doth  the  fame. 

His  next  exception  is,  that  I  fay  "  that  fuch  a  body  poli- 
"  tic  may  ufe  all  meanes,  which  may  conduce  to  their  well- 
''  fare,  and  do  not  reftrain  it  to  lawful  meanes." 

To  this  I  reply,  that  it  is  according  to  fcripture  phrafe, 
and  our  common  fpeach.  When'we  call  upon  a  ficke  man,  to 
ufe  meanes  for  his  recoverye,  we  are  well  enough  underftood, 
though  we  put  not  the  word  lawful :  I  may  do  all  things, 
faith  Paul,  and  give  all  diligence  faith  Peter,  without  ex- 
preffing  lawful,  which  the  Anfwerer  would  have  underftood 
well  enough,  if  he  had  not  beene  minded  to  feekeaknot  in  a 
rufti  ;  only  I  fee  not  why  he  ftiould  pafTe  over  thofe  many 
things  which  he  faith  are  queftionable  in  my  ground  worke, 
and  take  up  thofe  which  will  afford  fo  little  advantage. 

Then 
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Then  he  proceeds  to  examine  the  reafons  which  I  layd 
downe  to  prove  the  equirie  of  this  law. 

The  firft  reafon  is  this,  "  If  we  be  a  corporation  efta- 
blifhed  by  free  confent,  if  the  place  of  our  habitation  be 
our  owne — then  no  man  hath  right  to  come  in  to  us,  without 
our  confent." 

To  this  he  anfwers,  that  "  he  knoweth  not  how  we  who 
ftand  a  corporation  by  the  Kings  patent  can  thus  argue." 
To  this  I  replve  then.  I  will  tell  him,  that  which  the  King  is 
pleafed  to  beftow  upon  us,  and  we  have  accepted,  is  truly  our 
owne. 

2.  He  denyeth  the  confequence  by  a  diftindion  of  a  confent 
regulated,  and  a  vaft  and  illimited  confent. 

Replye  :  To  fpeake  of  confent  in  general,  implyeth  alwayes 
a  confent  fuitable  to  the  power  or  intereft  of  him  who  is  to 
give  it ;  as  when  we  fay,  a  child  may  not  marrye  without 
confent  of  parents,  we  know  it  is  regulated,  yet  when  a 
father  pleads  it,  he  doth  not  neede  to  exprefTe  all  the  limita- 
tions. 

Thus  he  runs  on  in  a  frivolous  difcourfe,  and  in  the  end 
falls  upon  this  falfe  conclufion,  "An  unlawful  diflent  can 
hinder  no  man,"  So  that  if  he  need  to  borrow  my  [87]  horfe, 
and  I  ought  by  the  rule  of  love  to  lend  him  to  him,  though 
I  refufe  to  confent  to  his  requeft  herein,  yet  he  may  take 
him,  becaufe  my  diffent  is  unlawfull  ;  fo  by  this  conclufion 
a  wife,  a  childe,  a  fervant  may  doe  any  thinge  that  is  lawfull, 
though  the  hufband,  father,  or  maifter  deny  their  confent. 
If  this  fpeed  well,  the  next  conclufion  will  be  an  anarchic. 

After  this  difcourfe  I  expefted  fomewhat  to  have  taken 
away  the  confequence  of  my  argument,  but  I  finde  not  a 
word  to  that  purpofe,  he  is  fuddainly  fallen  upon  my  fecond 
reafon,  which  is  this, 

"  If  no  man  hath  right  to  our  land,  &c.,  but  by  our  con- 
fent, then  it  is  reafon  we  fhould  take  nottice  of  men,  be- 
fore we  conferre  any  fuch  upon  them." 

This  he  partly  grants,  but  complaines  of  the  change  of  the 

queflion 
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question,  to  which  I  replye  that  I  did  not  propound  any 
reafons  in  a  fyllogifticall  frame,  but  by  way  of  difcourfe,  and 
that  which  this  argument  tends  unto  was  only  to  fhew  why 
fome  were  not  prefently  allowed,  but  a  time  taken,  wherein 
we  might  gayne  fome  nottice  and  tryall  of  them,  and  there 
was  no  need  why  the  anfwerer  fhould  fo  often  complaine  of 
the  change  of  the  queftion  ;  for  if  he  takes  my  reafons  to- 
gether he  cannot  denye  but  the  queftion  itfelfe  is  argued  and 
concluded,  as  will  appeare  by  the  fequell,  I  will  therefore 
pafTe  by  all  that  he  ftrives  about,  upon  this  fuppofed  fallacie, 
and  joyne  with  him  in  the  queftion,  as  he  ftates  it,  viz. 

Whether  the  admitting  or  rejefting  of  perfons  fhould 
depend  upon  the  difcretions  of  men,  which  he  calls  an  un- 
limitted  and  unfafe  rule  and  their  difcretion  not  regulated, 
though  they  fhould  be  magiftrates. 

To  this  I  replye,  or  rather  anfwere,  firft.  That  which  he 
takes  for  granted,  and  wherein  lyes  the  whole  ftrength  of  his 
defence  is  untrue,  viz.  That  the  magiftrates  will  and  dif- 
cretion in  our  cafe  is  not  regulated,  for  ift,  the  magiftrates 
are  members  of  the  churches  here  and,  by  that  covenant,  are 
regulated  to  diredt  all  their  wayes  by  the  rule  of  the  gofpell, 
and  if  they  faile  in  any  thinge,  they  are  fubjed  to  the 
churches  corredion.  2dly.  As  they  are  [83]  freemen,  they 
are  regulated  by  oath,  to  dired  their  aymes  to  the  wellfare  of 
this  civill  body.  jdly.  As  they  are  magiftrates,  they  are 
fworne  to  doe  right  to  all,  and  regulated  by  their  relation  to 
the  people,  to  feeke  theire  wellfare  in  all  things  ;  fo  as  here 
is  no  fuch  irregulated  difcretion  as  is  fuppofed,  and  it  seems 
to  me  an  improper  fpeech  and  favouring  of  contradiftion  ; 
for  difcretion  always  implyes  a  rule  for  its  guide.  And 
herein  I  have  occafion  to  take  in  his  anfwere  to  my  4th  rea- 
fon  drawne  from  the  pradice  of  our  churches,  and  fome 
towns  where  matters  of  admitting  or  rejeding  are  ordered  by 
difcretion.  And  here  it  is  made  a  wonder  that  I  fhew  fo 
much  ignorance.  I  muft  confefle  my  ignorance  is  greate,  and 
I  cannot  hide  it,  being  expofed  fo  much  as  I  am  to  publick 
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view  :  Yet  that  will  not  cover  the  anfwerers  blindnefs,  from 
prejudice  in  this  greate  wonder,  which  is  fuch  that  he  cannot 
difcerne  the  voyce  and  will  of  Chrift  difpenced  in  the  difcre- 
tion  of  his  fervants  and  people,  and  yet  tells  us  not  how  it 
ftiould  be  Icnowne  otherwife.  <■  id  he  never  heare,  that  our 
praftife  is,  that  none  are  propounded  to  the  congregation, 
except  they  be  firft  allowed  by  the  elders,^?  and  is  not 
this  to  admitt  or  rejeft  by  difcretion  ?  Did  he  never  heare 
of  a  chriftian  man  rejected  by  the  church,  or  put  off  at  leaft, 
becaufe  a  brother  hath  profefTed  want  of  fatisfaftion  ?  Hath 
he  never  heard  that  the  diflent  of  fome  few  brethren  may,  by 
rule,  (as  hath  beene  fayd)  caufe  the  rejeftion  of  a  man,  whom 
all  the  reft  of  the  brethren  ftiall  approve  of?  And  where  is 
Chrifts  voyce  to  be  heard  now,  if  he  will  have  difcretion  fhut 
out  of  the  church.  So  fays  the  inftance  of  townes  matters 
(which  he  wifely  declines  and  gives  no  anfwer  to)  he  well 
knowes  that  within  the  towne  of  Bofton  it  is  an  eftabliftied 
order,  that  none  fhould  be  received  into  cohabitation  there, 
except  they  be  allowed  by  certain  men  appointed  to  judge  of 
their  fitnefs  for  church-fellowftiip.  And  fo,  whereas  the  way 
of  God  hath  always  beene  to  gather  his  churches  out  of 
the  world;  now,  the  world,  or  [89]  civill  ftate,  muft  be 
raifed  out  of  the  churches.  And  yet  the  anfwerer  can 
finde  nothing  of  wonder  of  ignorance  here.  And  if  he  had 
enquired  of  our  neighbours  at  Plymouth,  they  could  have 
tould  him  that  their  pradice  hath  beene  upon  the  like  law,  for 
many  yeares,  I  mean  in  referring  it  to  the  difcretion  of  the 
magiftrates  to  receive  and  reje6t  fuch  as  come  to  them.  And 
if  he  had  confidered  of  a  rule  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  he  fhould 
finde  that  there  is  power  given  to  a  huft)and  or  father  to 
allow  or  make  void  any  vow  of  a  wife  or  childe  at  their  dif- 
cretion, yet  I  hope  he  will  not  call  this  a  vaft  and  unlimited  rule. 

But 

85  This  muft  needs  render  the  influence  oi  the  Clergy  very  great  under  the  ol^ 
Conftitution.  No  body  could  be  propofed  to  the  Church  for  a  member  unlefs 
the  Mtnifter  allowed  it.  No  body  could  be  admitted  a  Freeman  unlefs  be  was  a 
Member  of  the  Church.     H. 
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But  becaufe  the  word  difcretion  feems  fo  ofFenfive  and 
unfafe,  let  us  trye  it  by  the  ballance  of  the  fandtuarye,  if  we 
can  finde  it  to  hold  weight  there,  fure  it  will  prove  a  good 
meafure  for  civill  affaires. 

The  word  in  fcripture  is  fometymes  taken  for  found  rea- 
fon,  as  Pfal.  112.  5.  He  will  order  his  affaires  by  difcretion  ; 
fo  Pro.  II.  12.  Sometymes  for  underftanding,  as  Pro.  19. 
II.  Ifai.  28.  26.  Sometymes  for  Ikill,  as  Pro.  2.  11.  Pro. 
3.  21.  Sometymes  for  judgment,  Phil),  i.  9.  And  in  all 
places  in  a  good  fence,  for  it  is  a  gift  of  God  wherein  he  def- 
penfeth  his  own  wifdome  in  all  the  affairs  of  men,  both  in 
church  and  commonwealth  ;  all  lawes  are  made  by  difcre- 
tion, and  the  equitie  of  them  is  found  out  and  applied  to 
particular  cafes  by  difcretion  ;  by  it  (being  guided  by  the 
fpirit  of  God)  the  mynde  and  will  of  God  is  found  out  in 
his  word,  A6ls  5.  8.  and  Ads  8.  23.  Afts  15.  38.  Adts  21. 
23.  Levit.  27.  8,  12.  So  for  judgment  in  civil  caufes  ;  by 
difcretion  did  Solomon  judge  betweene  the  harlots.  It  is  not 
poffible  to  provide  a  law  that  in  the  letter  of  it  fhall  reach 
every  cafe  which  may  fall  out,  as  we  fee  by  the  law  of  God 
it  felfe  in  the  fame  place  of  Levit.  27.  8.  then  it  muft  reft  in  the 
difcretion  of  the  judge  to  difcerne,  fo  doth  the  Lord  himfelfe 
appointe,  Deut.  17.  8.  9.  &c.  they  are  to  do  as  the  judge 
fhall  determ.ine,  and  that  which  he  fhall  declare  for  law,  that 
muft  they  obey,  oth&rwife  there  could  be  no  determination 
in  hard  and  doubtful  cafes.  As  for  thefe  fcriptures  which 
the  Anfwerer  alledgeth  about  Chrift  his  fouerainty,  &c.  [90] 
they  are  nothing  to  the  queftion  ;  for  the  prerogative  author- 
ity of  Chrift  in  all  affaires  in  church  and  commonwealth,  doth 
not  hinder  the  manner  of  his  difpenfations  of  the  miniftry 
of  his  fervants,  and  in  the  improvement  of  fuch  gifts  of  his, 
of  wifdome,  difcretion,  &c.  as  he  is  pleafed  to  exercife  his 
authority  in,  according  to  the  rule  of  his  word. 

My  5th  reafon  is,  that  it  is  no  finne  or  injury  to  deny  a 
%nan  that  which  he  hath  no  right  unto,  therefore  we  may 
denye  fome  men  place  amongft  us.      In  the  anfwer,  there  is 

again  e 
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againe  complainte  of  changing  the  queftion,  becaufe  I  go 
about  to  prove  that  fome  men  may  be  rejedted,  which  he 
feemeth  to  grant,  and  if  fo  then  that  which  he  maketh  the 
maine  queftion  will  eafily  be  cleared,  for  if  we  may  rejed 
fome,  then  the  care  of  this  muft  be  committed  to  fome  per- 
fons,  for  to  fpeak  of  difcerning  Chrift  his  authority  in  church 
or  common  wealth,  otherwife  than  as  it  is  difpenfed  in  the 
miniftry  of  men,  is  a  meer  idea  or  fantafye.  If  then  it  muft 
be  committed  to  fome  perfons,  to  whom  may  it  more  prop- 
erly than  to  the  fathers  of  the  common  wealth  ?  And  if  it 
cannot  be  forefeene  who  are  to  be  received  and  who  to  be 
rejeded,  thofe  perfons  muft  be  trufted  with  the  tryall  of 
them,  and  if  no  certaine  rule  can  be  fet  downe  which  may  be 
fufficient  to  difcerne  of  every  man,  then  muft  it  be  commit- 
ted to  their  difcretion,  regulated  by  the  word  of  God,  and 
the  dutye  of  their  place,  which  they  are  bound  to  obferve. 
And  whereas  the  Anfwerer  cryes  out  againft  this  courfe  as 
vaft,  illimitted,  finefull  and  injurious,  and  yet  will  not  (and 
cannot)  prefcribe  us  a  better,  neither  in  his  anfwer,  nor  at 
the  court  when  he  oppofed  the  makeing  of  this  law,  may  we 
not  fafely  judge  that  fuch  oppofition  and  thofe  reproachful 
termes  as  are  caft  from  it,  upon  an  ordinance  of  God,  in  the 
faces  of  thofe  whom  he  would  have  to  be  had  in  honor  for 
his  fake,  proceed  rather  from  diftemper  of  minde,  than  from 
any  juft  caufe  of  offence  ? 

Now  here  I  might  ftrike  him  with  his  owne  weappon,  for 
when  he  feekes  to  prove  that  any  of  the  kings  fubjeds,  have 
right  by  our  patent  to  come  and  plant  in  places  [91]  not  in- 
habited, he  changes  the  queftion  indeed,  for  both  the  law 
and  our  difpute  have  beene  about  entertaining  into  houfes 
and  townes,  and  not  into  places  not  inhabited.  That 
queftion  may  fall  to  be  difcufled  upon  fome  other  occafion. 

Againe  (that  we  may  take  notice  how  his  zeale  for  the 
caufe  outrunes  his  judgment)  he  gives  to  all  the  kings 
chriftian  fubjefts  a  right  to  plant  among  us,  by  vertue  of  our 
patent,  and  juch  a  right  as  by  mifufage  whereof  they  may 
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forfeit  the  patent,  and  here  he  might  fitly  have  brought  in 
his  vaft  and  illimitted  termes,  had  he  not  mifplaced  them, 
for  haft,  for  there  was  never  feene  fuch  a  vaft  patent  of  in- 
corporation as  ftiould  comprehend  all  the  kings  chriftian 
fubjefts,  which  is  as  large  as  if  he  had  faid  all  his  iubjedts. 

But  that  others  may  fee  his  errour,  if  he  himfelfe  will  not, 
let  the  patent  be  perufed,  and  there  it  will  be  found,  that  the 
incorporation  is  made  to  certaine  perfons  by  name,  and  unto 
fuch  as  they  ftiall  aflbciate  to  themfelves,  and  all  this  tra6t 
of  land  is  granted  to  them  and  their  aftbciates :  And  after 
this  he  gives  leave  to  any  of  his  fubjeds  to  depart  out  of  his 
other  dominions  to  this  place  :  So  then  the  cafe  ftandeth 
thus,  the  10  men  of  Bofton  allow  a  ftrainger  to  fit  downe 
among  them,  yet  this  gives  him  no  right  to  any  mans  houfe 
or  land,  nor  to  any  lot  in  the  towne,  till  it  be  granted  him, 
nor  to  any  privilege  there  till  he  be  made  free  ;  we  muft 
have  a  new  fort  of  reafon  to  make  this  a  good  argument : 
the  King  gives  a  man  leave  to  inhabite  in  the  incorporate 
colony  of  the  Maflachufetts,  ergo,  he  hath  hereby  right  to 
the  lands  there.  His  difcourfe  about  the  matter  of  general 
right  by  patent  is  fo  confufed  and  irrational,  as  I  ftiould  but 
wafte  tyme  and"  paper  to  follow  him  in  it,  valeat  ut  valere 
poteji.  I  finde  nothing  in  it  which  may  endainger  my  ar- 
gument, except  it  be  put  out  of  countenance,  by  a  falfe 
clamour  of  robbery,  vexation,  oppreflion,  &c.  as  if  the  ftate 
here  went  about  to  take  from  men  their  lawful  right  and  ex- 
pell  them  from  their  houfes,  &c. 

The  6th  reafon  is  this,  if  ftraingers  have  right  to  our 
houfes,  &c.  then  it  is  either  of  juftice  or  of  mercye,  &c. 

[92]  The  anfwerer,  after  his  wonted  prejudice  of  change 
of  the  queftion,  undertakes  to  prove,  "  that  fome  ftraingers 
"have  right  in  juftice  by  the  Kings  patent,"  only  he  re- 
ftraineth  it  to  cohabitation  and  fojourning  (which  will  con- 
clude nothing  for  him,  feeing  this  law  doth  not  ftiutt  out 
all  ftraingers).     The  reafons  he  bringeth  are  three,  the  ift, 
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becaufe  they  are  fellow- fubj efts,  2dly,  becaufe  they  are  of  the 
fame  nation,  jdly,  becaufe  they  are  chriftians. 

To  this  I  replye,  that  I  have  alreadye  cleared  this  pointe 
in  laying  open  the  extent  and  meaneing  of  the  patent,  and 
this  I  may  fay  further,  that  I  have  reade  over  all  the  lawes 
of  England  and  all  the  general  cuftomes  and  privileges  of 
the  Kings  fubjefts  there,  but  I  have  not  found  any  thinge 
that  may  give  the  leaft  colour  for  fuch  a  priviledge  as  is  pre- 
tended. 

As  for  that  of  chriftianitye  I  have  granted  in  my  declara- 
tion that  there  is  a  right  of  hofpitalitye,  but  for  other  right 
of  cohabitation  or  fojourning  it  muft  be  confidered  in  fuch 
fpecial  cafes,  as  may  fall  out  and  cannot  be  provided  for  by 
general  rule. 

My  7th  reafon  is  drawne  from  the  proportion  or  refemb- 
lance  that  a  common-wealth  hath  to  a  familye,  which  is  not 
bound  to  entertaine  all  comers,  no  not  every  good  man, 
otherwife  than  by  way  of  hofpitalitye. 

The  anfwerer  (his  complainte  of  changing  the  queftion 
premifed)  feekes  to  difprove  the  proportion,  by  "  diftin- 
"  guifhing  between  the  right  which  the  maifter  of  a  familye 
"  hath  to  his  houfe,  &c.  and  the  right  which  this  common 
"wealth  hath  to  all  the  houfes,  &c.  within  this  paient"  This 
he  amplyfyes  by  particular  inftances.  "  i.  in  power  of  be- 
"  queathing  them  to  his  wife  and  children.  2.  In  regard  of 
"  the  King's  right.  3.  In  respedt  of  fuch  as  are  no  mem- 
"bers,  &c.  and  yet  have  right  to  their  houfes,  &c.  4.  In 
"  regard  to  fuch  as  have  protefted  againft  this  law." 

To  this  I  replye,  that  it  is  not  needful  they  fhould  hold 
proportion  in  all  refpefts  :  It  is  fufficient  if  they  hold  in  that 
which  is  intended,  viz.  libertye  to  receive  or  rejeft;  which 
being  knowne  to  all  and  confefled  by  the  anfwerer,  [93]  in 
granting  that  fome  may  be  rejeded,  is  fufficient  to  make 
good  the  argument  drawne  from  this  fimilitude  :  yet  to  make 
it  more  cleare,  I  replye  to  thefe  inftances. 

P  To 
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To  the  firft  I  fay,  that  a  bodye  politicke  may  leave  their 
houfes,  &c.  to  their  fucceflbrs,  which  are  in  the  place  of  their 
children.  1.  ^' ox  the  Kings  right,  that  being  paramount, 
hinders  no  more  in  a  common-wealth  than  it  doth  in  a  fam- 
ilye,  for  he  hath  the  fame  intereft  in  the  houfes,  &c.  of  the 
father  of  a  family e.  3.  For  fuch  as  are  no  members  they 
are  as  fojourners  in  a  familye,  who  though  they  have  right 
to  be  in  the  familye  themfelves,  yet  may  not  receive  in  any 
to  refide  in  their  particular  chambers,  without  confent  of  the 
mafter  of  the  familye.  4.  For  fuch  as  protefted  againft  this 
law,  that  proteftation  cometh  too  late  (except  they  firft  con- 
vince us  of  the  injuftice  of  the  law)  feeing  they  formerly  gave 
an  implicite  confent  to  all  the  wholefome  lawes  and  orders  of 
the  body  ;  neither  need  we  feare  to  proclaime  our  right  to 
our  houfes,  &c.  againft  all  intruders,  more  than  particular 
perfons  and  corporations  may  do  in  England,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  Majefties  intereft  in  them  alfo.  Such  objedtions  are 
not  worth  any  anfwer. 

In  his  aniwer  to  my  8th  reafon,  viz.  "  Turpius  eijcitiir 
"  quam  non  admittititur  hojpes,"  he  faith  it  is  of  humaine  au- 
thority, and  that  my  conclufions  are  farr  from  the  marke. 

To  this  I  replye,  that  though  this  fentence  be  humaine, 
yet  the  equitye  of  it  is  ftrengthened  by  divine  truths  :  It  had 
been  lefte  griefe  to  Abraham  not  to  have  received  Hagar  to 
his  bed  then  it  was  after  to  caft  her  out ;  and  it  was  turpius 
for  Tobija  and  his  ftuffe  to  be  caft  out  of  the  temple,  then  it 
would  if  he  had  not  been  received  in.  Now  that  it  may  ap- 
pear how  farre  my  conclufion  is  from  the  marke,  I  will  thus 
lay  downe  the  argument.  That  law  which  iliuts  out  fuch  as 
being  received  in,  ftiall  be  worthy  to  be  caft  out  is  honeft  and 
of  good  reporte,  but  this  law  doth  fo,  ergo,  &c. 

The  major  propofition  is  proved  by  the  examples  of  Hagar 
and  lobija,  the  minor  I  prove  thus  ;  the  law  provides  to 
have  fuch  kept  out  as  will  difturbe  the  peace  here,  [94] 
rightly    eftablillied    by    the   rules    of  Gods   word,  ergo,    &c. 
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except  the  argument  may  be  avoyded,  the  conclufton  will 
hitt  the  marke. 

But  the  Anfwerer  faith  that,  "  i.  Such  ones  as  are  in- 
"  tended  to  be  kept  out,  are  no  difturbers  of  our  peace. 
"  2.  That  the  law  doth  not  declare  who  are  to  be  kept  out 
"  and  who  not." 

To  thefe  I  replye  firfl,  for  brevitys  fake  let  the  apologie 
and  the  remonftrance,  with  the  coppie  of  the  whole  fermon 
(which  himfelfe  delivered  into  the  court)  be  compared  and 
examined,  and  they  fhall  decide  the  queftion,  if  you  will 
ftand  to  it. 

To  the  fecond  I  replye,  that  yourfelfe  confefles  who  the 
law  intended  to  keepe  out  ;  and  though  fuch  a  preamble  as 
might  have  exprefled  the  full  intent,  was  (for  want  of  time) 
omitted  (which  was  indeed  a  defed)  yet  fuch  as  were  of  the 
court,  and  did  well  know,  can  make  no  fuch  advantage  of  it, 
feeing  the  magiftrates  have  other  rules  to  guide  them  in  the 
execution  of  it ;  and  fo  it  is  warranted  by  fcripture  examples 
as  that  of  our  faviour  Math.  16.  19.  and  18.  18.  whatfoever 
you  binde  on  earth  (hall  be  bound  in  heaven  &c.  yet  he  doth 
not  there  tell  them,  who  they  ought  to  binde  or  loofe. 

The  9th  argument  is  taken  from  that  of  the  2  John  10. 
Such  as  bring  not  the  true  dodrine  are  not  to  be  received  to 
houfe,  and  confequently  not  into  the  common  wealth. 

The  Anfwerer  (after  his  ufual  complainte  of  the  change  of 
the  queftion)  acknowledgeth,  that  if  the  order  had  been  made 
againft  fuch  it  would  not  have  been  oppofed ;  but  affirmeth 
that  it  appears  (by  the  fame  expreffions  in  the  court,  and 
by  the  execution  of  the  law  in  part)  that  this  law  is  made  to  keepe 
outfuch  as  bringthe  true  dodtrine  of  the  gofpell,  fo  that  now  he 
hath  brought  the  queftion  to  this  ftate,  whether  the  opinions 
fpread  in  the  country,  and  oppofed  by  the  magiftrates  and 
elders,  be  the  doftrines  of  the  gofpell  or  not,  which  feeing  it 
is  to  be  decyded  by  the  fynod  aflembled,  it  will  be  beft  to 
attend  the  iftue  thereof. 

[95]    In    his  anfwer    to   the    loth  reafon,   he    doth  only 
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difcourfe  and  finde  fault  with  a  conclufion  which  is  of  his 
own  framing  (for  I  do  not  conclude  that  the  law  was  only 
for  taking  notice  of  fuch  as  come  to  us,  but  I  add  alfo  the 
ende  of  fuch  notice,  viz.  for  avoyding  fuch  as  are  to  be  kept 
out  (which  being  all  included  in  one  parentefis,  it  is  more 
than  a  flip  thus  to  miftake  it. 

And  whereas  he  chargeth  me,  as  if  I  grounded  the  law 
upon  no  better  foundation  than  a  good  intent,  the  reader 
may  eafily  judge  that  it  is  a  meere  flander  :  For  I  lay  down 
the  order  of  the  law  to  be,  that  fuch  fhould  not  be  received 
into  our  fellowfhip  who  are  likely  to  difturbe  the  fame ;  and 
thence  I  inferre  that  this  intent  is  lawfull  and  good. 

The  like  call  he  hath  at  the  perfuafion  and  confcience  of 
fuch  as  are  to  execute  this  law  :  And  here  I  muft  make  bold 
to  afke  him  this  queftion,  viz.  Seeing  you  are  bound  by  your 
oath  in  all  caufes  wherein  you  are  to  give  your  vote  for 
eledtions,  &c.  to  goe  according  to  your  confcience,  if  then 
one  be  propounded  to  be  chofen  a  magiftrate,  and  you  are 
perfuaded  in  your  confcience,  by  the  beft  knowledge  you 
can  get  of  him,  that  he  is  not  fitt  for  that  place,  whether  are 
you  to  give  your  vote  for  him  or  not  ?  When  you  have 
anfwered  this  queftion,  I  will  replye  further  to  you  :  And 
with  all  I  defyre  the  anfwerer  to  take  this  along  with  him  ; 
that  this  law  concerning  the  freemens  oath,  whereunto  all  the 
godly  of  this  common-wealth  confented,  (and  which  referrs 
the  judgment  of  perfons  and  churches  in  that  caufe  to  the 
confcience  and  perfuafion  of  chriftian  men)  was  never  yet 
held  to  be  a  vaft  and  illimitted  rule. 

The  Anfwerer  proceeds  to  the  objeftions,  and  leaft  his 
arguments  fhould  not  reach  his  ayme,  he  fpeakes  to  pre- 
judice the  readers  judgment,  by  averring  much  unfoundnes, 
&c.  beforehand,  but  I  muft  intreate  him  to  make  a  better 
difcovery  ere  it  be  yeelded. 

The  I  ft  objeftion  is,  that  fome  profane  perfons  are  re- 
ceived and  others  who  are  religious  are  rejeded. 

The 
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The  anfwerer  difclaymes  this  objedllon  as  none  of  theirs, 
which  matters  not  greatly.  I  know  from  whbme  I  heard 
[96]  it,  though  he  did  not  ;  yet  he  might  as  well  owne  it, 
as  offer  to  prove  that  fuch  as  are  truly  and  chriftianly  reli- 
gious have  been  rejefted,  except  he  will  denye  fuch  to  be 
religious  :  But  I  affirm  ftill,  as  I  did  before,  that  I  know  of 
none  fuch,  who  have  been  rejected,  nor  any  fuch  blafphem- 
ers  or  quarrellers  (as  he  fpeakes  of)  to  have  been  received. 

In  his  anfwer  to  my  folution  of  this  objedlion,  I  only 
obferve  this,  that  whereas  my  argument  is  by  way  of  com- 
parison "  betweene  a  younge  prophaine  perfon  and  an  elder 
"profeflbr  confirmed  in  fome  errour,"  hegainefaith  the  com- 
parifon  by  introdudion  of  Abraham,  who  was  a  bleffmg  to 
others ;  but  alledgeth  not  any  oppofite  member  ;  but  fure 
he  was  in  a  greate  ftreight,  otherwise  he  would  not  have  held 
forth  the  father  of  the  faithfull  as  fuch  an  one,  as  he  muft 
produce  to  anfwer  my  comparifon  ;  but  it  well  accords  with 
his  owne  tenent,  that  he  muft  have  leave  to  advance  his  owne 
partie,  whatever  danger  or  damage  befall  others  by  it. 

After  this  he  takes  upon  him  to  prove,  "  that  all  fuch  as 
"  are  confirmed  in  any  way  of  errour,  are  not  to  be  denyed 
cohabitation,  but  are  to  be  pittyed  and  reformed,  for  this  he 
alledgeth  two  places  of  fcripture,  Jude  22,  23.  Gen.  16,  17." 

To  this  I  replye  ift.  Let  it  be  obferved  how  this  anfwers 
my  argument.  I  endeavoured  to  prove  that  fome  profeffors 
were  to  be  denyed  cohabitation,  rather  than  fome  prophaine, 
ones,  for  this  reafon,  viz.  becaufe  they  may  be  more  danger- 
ous. His  anfwer  is,  that  all  fuch  as  are  confirmed  in  any 
way  of  errour  are  to  be  denyed,  &c.  and  omitts  that  wherein 
the  weight  of  the  argument  lies,  viz.  their  being  dangerous 
to  publick  peace.  2dly,  I  denye  that  thefe  fcriptures  prove 
his  propofition,  for  that  in  Jude  fpeakes  nothinge  of  cohab- 
itation, or  confirmation  in  errour,  nor  fpeakes  he  to  mag- 
iftrates,  or  fuch  as  had  power,  to  receive  or  rejeft,  &c.  and  if 
he  will   bring  that   place  to   his  purpofe  it  will  inferre  this 
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conclufion,  that  no  compaffion  is  to  be  had  of  fuch  as  we 
may  denye  cohabitation  unto.  [97]  As  for  that,  Gen.  16. 
12.  it  is  as  little  to  the  purpofe.  Ifmaell  dwelt  in  the  houfeof 
his  brethren,  but  not  among  them  :  fo,  by  our  law,  fuch  as 
we  hold  not  fitt  to  dwell  among  us  are  not  denyed  to  dwell 
by  us. 

Another  objedion  is,  "  that  by  this  law  we  rejeft  true 
chriftians,  and  fo  confequently  Chrift  himfelfe." 

The  folution  of  this  objection  is,  that  in  fome  cafes  a  man 
that  is  a  true  chriftian  may  be  rejected  or  denyed  refidence, 
and  yet  Chrift  not  rejedled  ;  for  proof  whereof  I  inftance  in 
diverfe  particulars,  all  which  he  paffeth  by,  without  any  di- 
redte  anfwer;  but  concludes,  that  is  nothing  to  the  law; 
which  I  muft  leave  to  the  reader  to  judge  of,  feeing  he  brings 
neither  reafon  nor  fcripture  againft  it,  to  which  I  may  re- 
plye. 

After  this  he  comes  to  the  particular  occafion  of  the  law, 
and  here  he  layes  about  him  in  earneft,  and  ftrikes  all  that 
come  in  his  way,  magiftrates,  elders,  and  all  that  doe  walk 
in  that  way  which  Mr.  Wheelewright  hath  defcribed  to  be  a 
way  of  a  covenant  of  workes,  and  holds  them  forth  as  Anti- 
chrifts  ;  and  for  proof  hereof  alledges  that  in  i  John  4.  i,  2, 
3.  where  the  Apoftle,  giving  a  rule  to  difcover  falfe  fpirits  by, 
gives  this  as  the  marke,  they  confefTe  not  that  Jefus  Chrift 
came  in  the  flefti,  and  fuch  a  fpirit  is  of  Antichrift.  How 
this  place  proves  his  aflertion  I  am  not  able  to  difcerne : 
Sure  I  am  that  fuch,  as  he  cafts  under  a  covenant  of  workes, 
doe  confefle  that  Chrift  is  come  in  the  flefti,  but  then  I  fee 
that  hereby  he  hath  brought  the  caufe,  which  he  is  fo  zealous 
for,  into  fuch  a  toyle  as  all  the  fkill  he  hath  cannot  extricate, 
unlefle  (as  before)  he  will  draw  in  Abraham  into  the  fame 
eftate  of  antichriftianifm  ;  feeing  by  that  dodrine  he  walked 
in  the  fame  way  of  a  covenant  of  workes,  14  yeares  together, 
viz.  while  he  kept  Hagar,  &c. 

For  his  anfwerin  defence  of  Mr.  Wheelewrighthisopinions, 

I 
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I  will  make  no  replye,  but  waite  the  fuccefle  of  the  conference 
among  the  churches  now  aflembled. 

In  the  laft  place  he  bringeth  diverfe  reafons  to  prove  "  that 
this  law  is  moft  wicked  and  finnefull." 

[98]  His  ift  reafon  is,  this  lawgiveth  that,  without  limita- 
tion, to  men,  which  is  proper  to  God  ;  and  fo  is  a  ground  of 
grofie  popery  ;  for  proofe  he  cites  Deut.  i.  17.  and  17.  9, 
10,   II. 

To  which  I  anfwer,  that  I  have  proved  already  that  the 
magiftrates  are  limitted  both  by  their  church  covenant  and 
by  their  oath,  and  by  the  dutye  of  theire  places,  to  fquare 
all  their  proceedings  by  the  rule  of  Gods  word,  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  gofpell  and  the  weale  publick  ;  neither 
doth  it  croffe  either  of  the  places  mentioned,  for  whatfoever 
fentence  the  magiftrate  gives,  according  to  thefe  limittations, 
the  judgment  is  the  Lords,  though  he  do  it  not  by  any  rule 
particularly  prefcribed  by  civill  authority.  As  for  that  other 
place  in  Deut.  17.  9.  it  ftrengthens  our  law,  and  reflefts 
fharply  upon  fuch  as  doe  oppofe  it ;  for  it  ftreightly  com- 
mands all  perfons  to  fubmitt  to  the  fentence  of  the  judge, 
and  to  receive  the  expofition  of  the  law  from  his  mouth;  fo 
as  fuch  gainefayers  ftand  guilty  of  prefumption  in  oppofeing 
the  fentence  of  the  judges,  before  they  have  clearely  con- 
vinced them  that  their  fentence  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  God. 

As  for  that  afperfion  of  popery,  &c.  it  will  draw  no  blood ; 
his  earneftnes  in  the  caufe  makes  him  thus  to  caft  dirt  upon 
his  oppofers,  when  he  hath  fpent  his  fhot. 

1.  His  2d  reafon  againft  this  law  is,  that  it  gives  libertye 
to  the  magiftrates  to  expell  and  reje6l  thofe  who  are  moft 
eminent  chriftians,  if  they  fuite  not  with  the  magiftates  dif- 
pofition  ;  and  thence  concludes  that  Chrift  and  his  members 
will  finde  worfe  entertainment  among  us  than  the  Ifraelites 
did  among  the  Egyptians  and  Babilonians,  and  Abraham 
and  Ifaack  among  the  Philiftines,  than  Lott  among  the 
Sodomites,  &c. 

To 
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To  this  I  anfwer,  i.  His  earneftnes  confounds  his  me- 
morye  ;  he  knows  well,  that  this  law  gives  no  power  to  ex- 
pell  any,  neither  doth  it  make  the  magiftrates  difpofition  the 
rule  for  rejefting  any  ;  but  this  flander  hath  beene  confuted 
before.  1.  For  a  brother  in  church  covenant  and  a  fellow 
member  of  fuch  a  civill  body  as  ours,  to  conclude  [99]  fo 
peremptorily  of  his  fellow  brethren,  favours  of  much  aro- 
gance  and  defperate  prejudice.  If  his  charity  can  hope  no 
better  of  us,  but  that  we  will  deale  worfe  with  Gods  people 
than  the  Pagans  (and  that  before  he  hath  feene  any  experi- 
ence of  it)  it  is  no  marvaile  if  he  favour  fuch  as  have  ranked 
us  with  the  fame  before  ;  onely  herein  he  deales  fairely  with  us, 
in  giving  us  tymely  warneing  what  to  exped  from  the  im- 
bittered  mynd  of  fuch  a  brother ;  but  for  his  argument  it" 
felfe  thus  it  Hands :  The  Egyptians,  &c.  gave  leave  to  Gods 
people,  to  fett  downe  amongft  them :  But  the  magiftrates 
will  not  give  leave,  &c.  ergo,  they  are  worfe  than  the  Egyp- 
tians, &c. 

I  anfwer,  howfoever  the  magiftrates  cannot  ftopp  his  fury, 
yet  we  ftiall  free  the  law  from  the  force  of  his  argument : 
For  except  he  had  aflumed  thus,  the  magiftrates  muft  or  may 
&c.  for  it  is  nothing  to  the  law,  that  they  will  doe  fo,  feeing  a 
hiagiftrates  will  may  tranfgrefle  a  good  law,  and  if  they 
fhould  doe  fo,  yet  I  denye  that  it  is  by  the  liberty  of  the  law, 
which  I  fliall  not  need  further  to  prove,  feeing  my  denyall 
will  bear  as  much  weight  as  his  affirmation. 

3.  His  3d  reafon  is,  this  law  doth  crofle  many  lawes  of 
Chrift.  This  he  proves  by  enumeration  of  3  particulars. 
Matt.  11.  21.  Heb.  13.  2.  Gal.  6.  10. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  and  i.  to  that  of  Matt.  22.  21.  Give 
unto  Cefar  the  things  which  are  Cefars.  The  reafon  lyes 
thus  :  The  king  hath  right  to  plant  any  of  his  fubjedls 
among  us  ;  but  we  denye  to  let  him  plant  fome  of  his  fub- 
jefts  among  us,  unlefle  they  pleafe  us  ;  ergo,  we  denye  to 
Cefar,  &c.  The  propofition  is  falfe  ;  for  I  have  proved  be- 
fore, that  the  King  haveing  given  all  the  land  within  certaine 

limitts 
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limitts  to  the  patentees  and  their  aflbciates,  cannot  fend 
others  to  pofTefle  that  which  he  hath  granted  before. 

2.  As  for  that  in  Heb.  13,  it  is  nothing  to  the  purpofe : 
This  law  of  the  court  hinders  not  the  entertainment  of 
ftraingers  fo  farre  as  the  rule  of  hofpitalitye  requires  ;  and 
there  is  no  other  intended  in  that  place. 

[100]  J.  For  that  in  Gal.  6.  I  confefle  the  houfehold  of 
faith  are  principally  to  be  regarded  ;  and  it  is  apparent  that 
the  care  of  their  wellfare  was  the  only  occafion  and  ground 
(next  the  glory  of  God)  of  the  making  of  this  law  :  For, 
the  court,  talcing  nottice  how  the  hearts  of  the  faithfull  were 
fadded  by  the  fpreading  of  drverfe  new  and  unfound  opinions, 
and  the  uncharitable  cenfures  which  they  laye  under  by  occa- 
fion of  them,  how  brotherly  love  and  communion  decayed, 
how  the  ordinances  of  religion  were  negledted,  and  the  faith- 
full  difpenfers  thereof  (fometimes  more  precious  than  fine 
gold)  flighted  and  reproached,  throughout  the  whole  coun- 
trey,  they  found  it  needfull  to  provide  remedye  in  tyme,  that 
it  might  goe  well  with  the  houfliold  of  faith,  and  though  the 
execution  of  this  law  fliould  turne  to  the  damage  of  fome 
of  this  houfhold,  yet  better  it  is  fome  member  fhould  fuffer 
the  evill  they  bring  upon  themfelves,  than  that,  by  indul- 
gence towards  them,  the  whole  familye  of  God  in  this  coun- 
trey  ftiould  be  fcattered,  if  not  defl:royed. 

His  lafl:  argument  (by  which  we  may  fee  that  he  ment  not 
to  quitt  the  caufe,  fo  long  as  his  breath  would  hold)  is  this. 
This  law  daflieth  againft  many  other  lawes  of  Chrift  ergo,  it 
is  mofl:  wicked  and  finnefull. 

To  which  my  anfwer  may  be  fliort,  and  yet  fuflicient  to 
withfl:and  the  force  of  this  argument.  This  law  dafheth  not 
againfl;  any  law  of  Chrift; ;  ergo,  it  is  juft  and  good. 


A  Quo 
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[loi]  A  Quo  Warranto  brought  againft  the  Company  of 
the  MaiTachufetts  Bay  by  Sir  John  Banks  Attorney- 
General. 

Trin.  ii"'"-  Car.  i""'- Rs- 
In  Banco  R'- 


1      Maffa 


Maffachufetts  Company  named  in  the  pa- 
tent and  others  of  the  faid  Company  in  New  England,  for 
3  yeares  laft  part  and  more,  ufed  in  London  and  other 
places,  asalfoe  in  feverall  partes  beyond  the  feas,  out  of  this 
kingdome  of  England,  without -any  warrant  or  royall  grant, 
the  liberties,  priviledges  and  franchifes  following,  viz. 

(i)  To  be  a  body  corporate  and  politique  by  the  name  of 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Maffachufetts  'Bay  in 
New  England,  and  by  that  name  to  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
anfwer  and  be  anfwered  in  all  courts  and  caufes. 

(2)  By  that  name  to  be  capable  of  purchafeing  and  retain- 
ing any  lands,  hereditaments  or  goods  from  his  Majefly  or 
any  other  in  England  or  elfewhere,  and  of  aliening  the  fame 
to  any  perfon. 

(3)  Have  feverall  common  feales  alterable  at  theire  pleaf^ 
ures. 

(4)  To  make  and  fweare  a  Governor  g.nd  Deputy  Gover- 
nor, of  themfelves,  and  to  name  and  fweare  any  perfons  either 
out  of  themfelves  or  others,  to  be  affiftants  of  the  faid 
fociety,  and  to  appoint  and  fweare  out  of  themfelves  foe  many 
officers  in  England,  and  abroad  in  Maffachufetts  Bay,  as 
they  pleafe,  and  at  their  wills  to  difplace  and  change  any  of 
them. 

(5)  To  admitt  whom  they  pleafe  into  the  faid  Company,  as 
as  well  aliens  as  others,  and  to  take  feverall  fomes  of  money 
for  fuch  admiffions,  and  at  their  wills  to  disfranchife  whome 
they  pleafe,  and  turn  them  out  of  that  Company. 

(6)  To  hold  to  themfelves  and  fucceffors  all  that  his 
Majefly's  territory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  in  New   England, 

and 


I02]  ColleBion  of  Papers.  115 

[102]  and  the  fame  to  fell,  give  or  difpofe  of  as  they  pleafe, 
and  to  have  the  fole  government  of  all  that  country  and  all 
perfons  there  or  coming  thither  or  trading  thither,  by  the 
orders  and  conftitutions  of  theire  fociety. 

(7)  To  keep  a  conftant  councell  in  England  of  men  of 
theire  owne  Company  and  choofeing,  and  to  name,  choofe 
and  fweare  certaine  perfons  to  be  of  that  counfell,  and  to 
keepe  one  councell  ever  refident  in  New  England,  chofen  out 
of  themfelves  and  to  name  choofe  and  fweare  whom  they 
pleafe  to  be  of  that  councell. 

(8)  To  appoint  councell  houfes  in  England  and  beyond 
feas  and  there,  when  they  pleafe,  to  hold  a  court  of  fuch  of 
the  faid  company  as  they  pleafe  ;  and  in  fuch  courts  to  make 
fuch  lawes  and  ftatutes  concerning  the  lands  goods  and  chat- 
tells  of  that  company  and  other  perfons  beyond  feas,  againft 
the  laws  and  cuftomes  of  England,  and  all  fuch,  as  well  of  the 
faid  company  as  others  who  are  difobedient  to  the  fame,  to 
imprifon  fine  and  amerce  and  them  to  levy  and  convert  to 
their  owne  ufe. 

(9)  To  tranfport  out  of  England  beyond  the  feas  his 
majeftys  fubjedts  and  others  and  them,  at  theire  wills,  to 
governe  on  the  feas  and  on  partes  beyond  the  feas. 

To  have  power,  againft  the  lawes  and  ftatutes  of  England, 
to  tranfporte  thence  into  partes  beyond  the  feas  all  merchan- 
dizes and  other  things  whatever  prohibited  by  the  lawes  and 
ftatutes  of  England  and  all  weapons  and  inftruments  of  warr 
powder  ftiott  viftuals  horfes  mares  and  all  other  merchandize 
cuftome  free. 

(10)  To  exaft  of  all  perfons  tradeing  there,  his  majeftys  or 
others,  of  the  faid  company  or  others,  certaine  fomes  of 
money,  at  theire  wills,  and  to  imprifon  fuch  as  refufe  or  neg- 
led:  to  pay  the  fame. 

(11)  To  have  the  fole  importation,  from  thence,  of  all  mer- 
chandizes into  England  and,  by  theire  owne  authority,  pro- 
hibiting any  of  theire  company  to  export  out  of  England  any 
merchandizes  or  other  things  thither. 

And 
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(la)  And  to  lay  fines  and  amercements  on  fuch  perfons 
trading  with  any  goods  thither  and  to  imprifon  theire  perfons 
and  lay  fuch  mulds  on  theire  merchandize  as  they  pleafed. 

[103]  (13)  To  ufe  in  thofe  partes  beyond  feas  and  upon  the 
high  fea,  at  theire  pleafures,  martiall  law. 

(14)  And  to  examine  on  oath  any  perfon  in  any  caufe 
touching  life  and  member  and  to  proceed  to  tryall  fentence 
judgment  and  execution  touching  life  and  member  lands 
tenements  goods  and  chattells,  againft  the  lawes  and  cuftomes 
of  England. 

All  which  franchifes  liberties  &c.  the  faid  Sir  Henry 
Rofevvell  and  others  of  the  faid  company  have,  for  all  that 
time,  and  ftill  do  ufurp  in  contempt  of  his  majefty  &c. 

And  Mr.  Attorney  prayes  procefs  againft  the  faid  perfons 
to  anfwer  by  what  warrant  they  held  the  fame. 


In  Michas   T.  ximo.  Car.  imi- 

THEOPHILUS  EATON  came  in  and  pleaded,  That 
he  never  ufurped  any  of  the  faid  liberties,  privi- 
ledges  and  franchifes  in  the  information,  nor  did,  nor  doth 
ufe  or  claime  any  of  the  fame,  but  wholly  difclaymes  them 
and  prayes  difmiffion,  whereupon  the  court  gave  judgment : 
That  the  faid  Theophilus  fhall  not  for  the  future  inter- 
meddle with  any  the  liberties  priviledges  or  franchifes  afore- 
faid,  but  fhall  be  forever  excluded  from  all  ufe  and  claime  of 
the  fame  and  every  of  them. 

Hill,  ximo-  Car.  imi. 
Sir  Henry  Rofewell  comes  in  and  pleades  the  fame. 

Paff.  xiiitio-  Car.  imi- 
Sir  John  Young  comes  in  and  Pleades  the  fame. 

Hill. 
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Hill,  xiimo-  Car.  imi- 
Sir  Richard  Saltonflall  comes  in  and  pleades  the  fame,  and 
judgment  given  againft  him  as  againft  Eaton. 
Mich,  ximo-  Car.  imi- 
John   Ven   comes  in  and  pleades  the   fame,  and   the   like 
judgment  againft  him. 
[104]  Eod.  Termino. 

Matthew  Cradock  comes  in,  having  had  time  to  inter- 
plead, &c.  and  on  his  default  judgment  was  given.  That  he 
fhould  be  convifted  of  the  ufurpation  charged  in  the  infor- 
mation, and  that  the  faid  liberties,  priviledges  and  franchifes 
fhould  be  taken  and  feifed  into  the  King's  hands,  the  faid 
Matthew  not  to  intermedle  with  and  be  excluded  the  ufe 
thereof,  and  the  faid  Matthew  to  be  taken  to  anfwer  to  the 
King  for  the  faid  ufurpation. 

Eod.  Termino. 
George  Harwood   comes   in    and  pleades    the   fame   with 
Eaton,  and  the  like  judgment  given  againft  him  as  Eaton. 
Eod.  Termino. 
Richard  Perry  and  Thomas  Hutchins  came  in  and  pleaded 
the  fame  and  had  like  judgment  as  Eaton. 
Eod.  Termino. 
Nathaniel  Wright  does  the  fame,  and  judgment  alike. 

Eod.  Termino. 
Samuel  Vflall  pleads  the  fame  and  has  the  fame  judgment 
againft  him  as  Eaton. 

Eod.  Termino. 
Thomas  Goffe  pleades  the  fame   and   has   the  fame  judg- 
ment. 

Eod.  Termino. 
Thomas  Adams  pleades   the  fame  and  has  the  fame  judg- 
ment. 

Mich,  xiii'io.  Car.  imi. 

John  Browne  pleades  the  fame  and  has  the  fame  judg- 
ment. 

Mich. 
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Mich,  ximo-  Car.  imi. 

George  Foxcroft  pleades  the  fame  and  receives  the  fame 
judgment  as  Eaton. 

The  reft  of  the  patentees  ftood  outlawed  and  noe  judg- 
ment entred  up  againft  them. 


[105]  A  Coppieof  a  Letter  Tent  by  the  appointment  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Council  to  Mr.  Winthrop,  for  the  Pa- 
tent of  this  Plantation  to  be  lent  to  them. 

At  Whitehall  April  4th  1638.  Prefent, 
Lord  Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury  Earle  of  Holland 
Lord  Keeper  Lord  Cottington 

Lord  Treafurer  Mr.  Treafurer 

Lord  Pivy  Scale  Mr.  Controuler 

Earle  Marfhall  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke 

Earle  of  Dorfet  Mr.  Secretary  Windebank 

THIS  day  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  foreign  Planta- 
tions, taking  into  confideration  that  the  petitions  and 
complaints  of  his  Majeftys  fubjedls,  planters  and  traders  in 
New-England  grow  more  frequent  than  heretofore  for  want 
of  a  fettltd  and  orderly  government  in  thofe  parts,  and  call- 
ing to  mind  that  they  had  formerly  given  order  about  two 
or  three  years  fince  to  Mr.  Cradock  a  member  of  that  plan- 
tation, to  caufe  the  grant  or  letters  patent  of  that  plantation 
(alleadged  by  him  to  be  there  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Winthrop)  to  be  fent  over  hither,  and  that  notwithftanding 
the  fame,  the  faid  letters  patent  were  not  as  yet  brought  over  : 
And  their  Lordfliips  being  now  informed  by  Mr.  Attorney 
General  that  a  Quo  Warranto  had  been  by  him  brought 
according  to  former  order  againft  the  faid  patent,  and  the 
fame  was  proceeded  to  judgment  againft  fo  many  as  had  ap- 
peared, and  that  they  which  had  not  appeared,  were  out- 
lawed. 

Their 
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Their  lordfhips  well  approving  of  Mr.  Attorney's  care  and 
proceeding  therein  did  now  refolve  and  order,  that  Mr. 
Meawtis  clerk  of  the  council  attendant  upon  the  faid  com- 
miffioners  for  foreign  plantations  fhould  in  a  letter  from 
himfelfe  to  Mr.  Winthrop  inclofe  and  convey  this  order  unto 
him.  And  their  Lordfhips  hereby  in  his  Majeftys  name, 
and  according  to  his  exprefs  will  and  pleafure  ftridly  require 
and  enjoine  the  faid  Winthrop  or  any  [106]  other  in  whofe 
power  and  cuftody  the  faid  letters  patent  are,  that  they  fail 
not  to  tra.ifmit  the  faid  patent  hither  by  the  returne  of  the 
fhip  in  which  the  order  is  conveyed  to  them,  it  being  re- 
folved  that  in  cafe  of  any  further  negledl  or  contempt  by 
them  fhewed  therein,  their  lordfhips  will  caufe  a  ftridl  courfe 
to  be  taken  againft  them,  and  will  move  his  Majefty  to  re- 
afTume  into  his  hands  the  whole  plantation.^* 


Copy  of  Sir  William  Martin's  Letter  to  Governor  Win- 
throp, enquiring  about  the  State  of  the  Colony. 
I  Am  glad  to  heare  of  Mr.  Nortons  fafe  arrivall,  and 
fhould  have  been  more  glad  if  it  had  beene  at  the  baye. 
I  hope  he  will  fettle  with  you  ;  his  abilityes  are  more  than 
ordinary,  and  will  be  acceptable  and  profitable  to  the  church- 
es. I  have  received  Prats  expofition  from  Mr.  Downing; 
and  in  the  mayne  I  finde  little  difference  therein  from  his  let- 
ter. I  fhould  be  glad  to  be  truly  informed  by  you,  what 
You  conceive  of  the  foyle  and  meanes  of  fubfiftances,  and 
whether  that  expofition  agrees  with  the  truth  of  things.  I 
am  forry  to  heare  of  Mr.  Williams's  feparation  from  you: 
His   former    good    affedtions  to  you,  and   the  plantations, 

were 

8fi  Whether  the  intent  of  this  order  was'that  the  Patent  fhould  be  fcnt  over  that 
the  Government  of  the  Colony  might  be  nnder  a  Corporation  in  England,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  of  the  Patent,  or  whether  it  was  that  the  Patent  might 
be  furrendercd,  is  uncertain.      H. 
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were  well  known  unto  me  and  make  me  wonder  now  at  his 
proceedinges.  I  have  wrote  to  him  efFedtually  to  fubmit  to 
better  judgments,  efpecially  to  thofe  whom  formerly  he  rev- 
erenced and  admired  ;  at  leaft  to  keepe  the  bond  of  peace 
inviolable.  This  hath  been  alwayes  my  advice  ;  and  nothing 
conduceth  more  to  the  good  of  plantations.  I  praye  fhew 
him  what  lawfull  favour  you  can,  which  may  ftand  with  the 
common  good.  He  is  paffionate  and  precipitate,  which  may 
tranfport  him  into  error,  but  I  hope  his  integrity  and  good 
intentions  will  bring  him  at  laft  into  the  waye  of  truth,  and 
confirm  [107]  him  therein.  In  the  meane  time,  I  pray  God 
to  give  him  a  right  ufe  of  this  afflidion.  Thus  leavinge  him 
to  your  favourable  cenfures,  and  you  all  to  the  diredtion  of 
God,  with  my  beil  refpefts  to  you  and  yours,  I  figne  me 
March  29.  1636.  Your  affedlionate,  W.  M. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from    Mr.  George  Fenwick^^  to   Gov- 
ernor Winthrop. 
Sir, 

I  Thank  you  for  your  continued  offices  of  love  in  your 
counfaile  to  my  fervant,  while  the  Lord  granted  him 
health,  and  your  kindnes  and  refpeft  to  him  in  his  ficknes ; 
as  the  Lord  fhall  offer  me  opportunitie  you  fhall  ever  find 
me  ready  to  performe  the  like  or  any  other  fruit  of  well 
affeftion  for  you  or  yours.  The  change  that  his  death  hath 
made  in  my  occafions  putts  me  upon  much  new  labour  that 
I  thought  I  had  done  with,  and  therefore  I  mufl  be  very 
briefe  at  prefent.  I  fhall  defire  that  thofe  cattle  that  are  in 
your  hands  or  any  others  may  be  continued  as  they  were 
till  next  fpringe,  when    I   fhall,  if  the  Lord  grant  life,  take 

order 

^^'''Afterwards  Col.  Fenwicke  under  the  Parliament  and  Cromwell.  This  Let- 
ter was  wrote  from  Say  Brooke  where  he  was  beginning  a  Plantation  for  Lord 
Say,  Brooke,  &c.     H. 
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order  for  them.  I  wrote  to  you  concerning  powder  that 
was  left  in  the  bay,  the  ftore  we  had  here  grows  fhort,  but  I 
hope  we  fhall  have  noe  need  till  next  fpringe,  until  when  I 
leave  it  alfo,  only  I  directed  my  man  that  if  he  faw  it  decay- 
ing, haveingbeen  long  kept,  (though  that  we  have  here  holds 
yet  well)  he  fhould  fell  8  or  10  barrels  of  it.  Concerning 
the  laft  part  of  your  letter  I  can  yet  fay  little,  only  thus 
much  that  whatfoever  tends  to  mutual  defence  and  fhall  con- 
duce to  the  fettling  and  maintaining  unfained  love,  you  may 
exped  from  me  and  all  thofe  who  are  intrefted  in  this  place. 
For  other  matters,  as  they  are  of  great  confequence  and  near 
concernment  to  others  as  well  as  myfelf,  I  can  at  prefent  fay 
thus  much  only,  that  if  there  be  any  thing  betwixt  you  and 
the  townes  above,  about  bounds,  whatfoever  is  concluded 
without  us  heare  I  fhall  account  invalid  and  muft  proteft 
[108]  againfl;  it.  I  fpeak  not  this  out  of  any  feare  either  of 
wrong  or  negledt  from  you  or  them,  but  to  tell  you  in  fhort 
(having  many  other  bufinefs)  what  I  hold  my  felf  bound  to 
doe  in  that  particular,  and  when  there  fhall  be  a  fitt  time  for 
any  thing  betwixt  us  you  fhall  find  us  in  all  things  to  fub- 
mitt  to  right  and  good  confcience.  I  am  laflly  to  thank  you 
kindly  on  my  wifes  behalf  for  your  great  dainties ;  we  both 
defire  and  delight  much  in  that  primitive  imployment  of 
dreffing  a  garden,  and  the  tafte  of  foe  good  fruits  in  thefe 
partes  gives  us  good  incouragement.  We  both  tender  our 
loves  and  refpefts  to  your  felfe  and  bedfellow.  If  there  be 
any  thing  wherein  you  can  ufe  me,  I  am 

Yours  in  any  real  office  of  love, 
Odlober  1639. 

This  young  man  came  by  a  provi-  Geo.  Fenwicke. 

dence  in    the  bark    that   brought 

me  news  of  Richards  death,  and 

having    been    verfed    in    buffines 

while  he  was  an  aprentice  I   hope 

will    eafe    me  of  fome    occafions 

that  I  fend  him  over  to  difpatch. 

R  Gyles 
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Gyles  Fyrmins  Letter  to  Governor  Winthrop,  about  his 
fettling. 
Much  honoured  and  deare  Sir, 

BUT  that  I  thinke  it  needlefle  (God  havinge  more  than 
ordinarye  fitted  you  for  fuch  trials)  my  letter  might 
tell  you  with  what  griefe  of  fpirit  I  received  the  news  of  that 
fad  afflidion  which  is  lately  happened  to  your  worfliip,  by 
means  of  that  unfaithful  wretch  ;  I  hope  God  will  find  a 
fhoulder  to  helpe  you  beare  fo  great  a  burthen.  But  the 
little  time  there  is  allotted  me  to  write  I  muft  fpend  in 
requefting  your  worftiips  counfel  and  favour.  My  father  in 
law  Ward,  fince  his  fonne  came  over,  is  varey  defirous  that 
wee  might  fett  down  together,  and  fo  that  he  might  leave  us 
together  if  God  fhould  remove  him  from  hence.  Becaufe 
that  it  cannot  be  accompliflied  in  this  town,  is  verey  defirous 
to  get  mee  to  remove  with  him  to  a  new  [109]  plantation. 
After  much  perfwafion  ufed,  confideringe  my  want  of  accom- 
modation here  (the  ground  the  town  having  given  mee  lying 
5  miles  from  mee  or  more)  and  that  the  gaines  of  phyfick 
will  not  finde  mee  with  bread,  but,  befides,  apprehendinge 
that  it  might  bee  a  way  to  free  him  from  fome  temptations, 
and  make  him  more  cheereful  and  ferviceable  to  the  country 
or  church,  have  yeelded  to  him.  Herein,  as  I  defire  your 
counfel,  fo  I  humbly  requeft  your  favour,  that  you  would  be 
pleafed  to  give  us  the  libertye  of  choofinge  a  plantation  ; 
wee  thinke  it  will  be  at  Pentuckett,  or  Quichichchek,  by 
Shawfhin  :  So  foon  as  the  feafon  will  give  us  leave  to  goe, 
wee  fhall  informe  your  worfliip  which  we  defire  :  And  if 
that,  by  the  court  of  eledion,  we  cannot  gather  a  company 
to  beegine  it,  wee  will  let  it  fall.  Wee  defire  you  would  not 
graunt  any  of  them  to  any  before  wee  have  feene  them.  If 
your  worfliip  have  heard  any  relation  of  the  places,  wee 
fhould  remaine  thankful  to  you,  if  you  would  be  pleafed  to 
counfel  us  to  any  of  them.     Further,  I  would   entreate  for 

advife 
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advife  in  this  :  The  towne  gave  me  the  ground  (100  acres) 
upon  this  condition,  that  I  fhould  ftay  in  the  towne  3  yeeres, 
or  elfe  I  could  not  fell  it  :  Now  my  father  fuppofes  it 
being  my  firft  heritage  (my  father  having  none  in  the  land) 
that  it  is  more  than  they  canne  doe  to  hinder  mee  thus,  when 
as  others  have  no  bufinefs,  but  range  from  place  to  place,  on 
purpofe  to  live  upon  the  countrey.  I  would  entreate  your 
counfel  whither  or  noe  I  canne  fell  it.  Further  :  I  am 
ftrongly  fett  upon  to  ftudye  divinitie,  myftudyes  elfe  muft 
be  loft  :  for  phyfick  is  but  a  meene  helpe.  In  thefe  cafes  I 
humbly  referre  to  your  worfhip,  as  my  father,  for  your  coun- 
fel, and  fo  in  much  hafte,  with  my  beft  fervices  prefented  to 
your  worfhip,  wifhinge  you  a  ftrong  fupport  in  your  afflidtion, 
and  a  good  and  comfortable  iflue,  I  reft 

Your  worfliips  in  what  he  canne  to  his  power, 

Ipfwich,  26.  loth,  1639.  Gyles  Fyrmin.^* 

Wee  humbly  entreate   your  fecrecye  in  our  defires. 


[no]  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Edward    Winflow  to 
Governor  Winthrop. 

Worthy  Sir, 

HAD  not  the  Almighty  (who  is  righteous  in  the  mid- 
deft  of  mans  unrighteoufnes)  ftirred  up  certaine  ma- 
licious and  flanderous  perfons  to  defame  me  with  impudent, 
falfe  and  ftiameles  reports,  to  my  no  fmall  griefe  and  trouble, 
I  had  been  with  you  before  this  day,  knowing  right  well  how 
comfortable  the  face  of  a  friend  is  in  fuch  fad  conditions  as 
yours  at  prefent.  How  I  have  been  and  am  afFedbed  with 
thofe  lofles  and  crofTes  as  are  befallen  you  by  your  unfaithful 

fervant 

88^This  Giles  Firmin   was  afterwards  a  celebrated  nonconformift  Minifler  in 
England,  and  died  there  after  the  Revolution.     H. 
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fervant,  he  that  made  the  heart  beft  knoweth.  But  when  I 
confider  how  unhappy  a  man  may  be,  in  the  fulleft  and  moft 
plentiful  enjoyment  of  worldly  treafures,  then  I  judge  you 
neerer  happines  in  the  lofTe  of  them  ;  not  doubting  but  our 
gracious  God  will  fandlifie  his  hand  unto  you,  afluring  my- 
felfe  it  will  be  good  for  you  in  the  end.  How  prone  would 
Gods  people  be  to  have  their  hearts  enfnared  and  taken  up 
with  the  world  and  the  riches  and  honors  thereof,  if  he 
fhould  not  fometimes  fhew  us  their  vanity.  He  that  brought 
Job  fo  low  (after  he  was  humbled  before  him)  blefled  his  lat- 
ter daies  more  than  his  former.  We  have  to  doe  with  the 
fame  God  :  He  can  doe  what  he  will,  and  let  this  be  our 
comfort,  he  will  doe  what  is  beft  for  us  :  Therefore  let  us 
fhew  forth  his  praife  by  patient  fubmitting  to  his  hand, 
joining  therewith  a  diligent  enquiry  after  the  caufe  twixt  him 
and  ourfelves.  I  have  too  often  ufed  a  foolifh  proverb,  I 
had  rather  be  envyed  than  pittyed  :  But  I  finde  by  lament- 
able experience  Gods  word  true.  That  none  can  ftand  before 
envy  ;  and  therefore  prefer  your  condition  farre  before  mine 
owne,  whom  I  conceive  to  be  compafled  about  with  friends. 
But  alas,  however  a  friend  loves  at  all  times,  now  is  the  time 
of  tryall  ;  and  herein  (as  many  other  waies)  I  doubt  not  but 
you  will  gaine  by  your  prefent  condition  ;  which  the  Lord 
[ill]  in  mercy  grant.  What  you  wrote  to  our  Governor 
he  imparted  to  me.  Few  or  none  of  note  have  come  from 
your  parts  this  way  of  late,  by  reafon  of  the  feafon  :  So  that 
we  heare  not  what  order  you  have  taken  in  your  bufineff.  If 
my  prefence  may  any  way  ftand  you  in  fteed,  you  may  com- 
mand it,  and  my  beft  fervice  therewith.  I  pray  you.  Sir, 
take  it  not  ill  that  I  am  thus  plaine.  If  I  faile  tis  occafioned 
by  my  love,  knowing  right  well  how  fuch  an  unexpected 
ftreight  may  pinch  a  good  eftate,  which  I  fhould  be  very  for- 
ty to  heare.      Be  you  and  yours  faluted  in  the  Lord,  to  whom 

my 
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my  prayers   are  that   his  comforts   may  exceed  your  crofles  : 
And  fo  defiring  your  prayers  take  leave,  remaining 
Your  aflured  friend, 

fympathizing  with  you, 
Carefwell,^9  this  17th  Mo.  ult.  Edw.  Winflow. 

1639. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Jenner  to  Governor 
Winthrop. 

Worthy  Sir, 

YOUK  pious  and  good  letter  I  received;  for  which  I 
humbly  thanke  you.  Your  judicious  counfel  therein  I 
lovingly  imbrace,  as  concurring  fully  with  mine  owne  judg- 
ment :  Hence  have  I  not  troubled  the  people  at  all  with 
church  difcipline,  or  conftitutions  of  churches,  &c.  but  have 
bent  my  whole  fluddies  to  fhew  them  their  miferable  and  loft 
eftate  without  Chrift,  &c.  Nor  have  I  enveyed,  in  the  leaft 
meafure,  againft  the  church  of  England  (to  my  remembrance) 
but  have  been  (and  ftill  am)  very  fearefull  to  give  one  word 
of  diftaft  about  thofe  things,  but  altogether  do  feek  to  gaine 
them  to  Chrift.  True,  I  do  acknowledge  that  after  I  had 
been  here  for  the  fpace  of  a  month  or  6  weeks,  and  perceiv- 
ing them  very  fuperftitious,  (performing  mans  invention 
rather  than  the  [112]  inftituted  worftiip  of  God)  now,  that 
I  might  gaine  their  good  efteeme  of  Gods  pure  ordinances, 
and  make  them  fee  the  evill  and  folly  of  their  fuperftition 
and  will-worftiip,  I  made  choife  of  Pf.  19.  and  7.  to  handle 
it  at  large:  And,  in  one  of  the  ufes  of  reproof,  I  bent  my- 
felfe  as  ftrongly  as  I  could  againft  the  religion  of  the  Pap- 
ifts,  and  condemned  thofe  pra6tices,  which  I  faw  the  people 
here  were  fuperftitioufly  addifted  to,  in   that  ufe  againft  the 

Papifts ; 
^^  The  name  he  gave  his  Farm  in  Marfhfield.    H. 
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Papifts  ;  whofe  religion  I  fhewed,  at  large,  confifted  either 
of  a  new  inftruded  worfhip  not  mentioned  in  the  law  of  God, 
or  of  Gods  inftituted  worfhip  miferably  abufed,  either  by 
their  additions  or  diminutions  ;  and  fhewed  the  particulars 
wherein.  Now  (I  heartily  thank  God  for  it)  it  took  a  gen- 
erall  good  impreffion,  excepting  Mr.  Vines  and  one  more 
who  told  me  that  I  ftruck  at  the  church  of  England,  though 
1  mentioned  her  not.  Whereupon  he  prefled  me  to  difpute 
with  him  about  one  part,  of  baptizing  infants  with  godfath- 
ers and  godmothers  ;  the  which  I  was  very  loth  to  difpute 
about ;  yet  I  faw  that  either  I  muft,  or  elfe  fit  downe  with 
ftiame,  for  he  had  called  together  his  whole  family  to  heareit. 
Now,  it  pleafed  God  fo  to  ftrengthen  me  (through  the  riches 
of  his  mercy)  that  he  was  utterly  filent ;  and  fince  that  time 
hath  manifefted  more  refpedb  and  love  to  me  and  my  mafter 
than  formerly,  and  doth  take  notes  of  the  fermons  dayly, 
and  repeateth  them  in  his  family  very  orderly,  as  I  am  in- 
formed. 

Thus,  fweet  Sir,  I  make  very  bold  to  enforme  your  wor- 
fhip with  the  truth  of  things,  though  not  worth  the  writing. 

I  have  been  folicited  both  from  the  inhabitance  of  Stratens 
plantation  and  from  thofe  of  Cafkoe,  to  be  a  meanes  to  helpe 
each  of  them  to  a  godly  minifler;  wherefore  I  do  make  bold 
to  intreat  your  worfhip  to  do  your  endeavour  to  furnifh  them 
both. 

Thus,  hoping  ere  long  to  fee  your  face,  I  leave  you  in  the 
arms  of  our  blefTed  Saviour,  in  whome  alfo  I  reft. 

Your  worfhips  to  command, 

Saco,  26  of  the  2d,  till  death, 

1 641.  Th.  Jenner. 

Copy 
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[113]  Copy  of  a  Letter-'"  from  Mr.  Endecott  to  Gover- 
nor Winthrop,  about  La  Tour. 

Deare  Sir, 

I  Am  glad  that  La  Tour  hath  not  ayd  from  us ;  and  I 
could  wifh  hee  might  not  have  any  from  the  (hipps  :  For 
as  long  as  La  Tour  and  Daulney  are  oppofites  they  will 
weaken  one  another.  If  La  Tour  fliould  prevail  againft 
him  we  fhall  undoubtedly  have  an  ill  neighbour.  His  fath- 
er and  himfelfe,  as  I  am  informed,  have  fhed  the  blood  of 
fome  Englifh  already,  and  taken  away  a  pinnace  and  goods 
from  Mr.  AUerton.  It  were  (I  think)  good,  that  bufi- 
nes  were  cleared  before  hee  had  either  ayd  or  libertie  to 
hire  (hipps,  yea,  or  to  depart. 

Sir,  it  is  not  the  manner  abroad  to  fuffer  ftraingers  to  view 
forts  or  fortifications,  as  it  feems  thefe  French  have  done. 
I  muft  needs  fay,  that  I  feare  we  fhall  have  little  comfort  in 
having  any  thing  to  doe  with  thefe  idolatrous  French.  The 
countrey  hereabouts  is  much  troubled  that  they  are  fo  enter- 
tayned  and  have  their  libertie  as  they  have  to  bring  their 
foldiers  afhore,  and  to  fuffer  them  to  trayne  their  men.  And 
great  jealoufies  there  are,  that  it  is  not  Daulney  that  is 
aymed  at ;  feeing  fuch  a  ftrength  will  neither  fute  fuch  a  poore 
defigne,  and  La  Tour  a  man  of  weake  eflate,  as  it  is  faid. 
Wherefore,  other  mens  hands  are  employed,  and  purfes  too, 
for  fome  other  fervice.  But  I  leave  all  thefe  things  to  your 
ferious  confiderations,  defireing  the  Lord  to  guide  you  there- 
in to  the  glorie  and  peace  of  the  churches  here,  to  whofe 
grace  I  commit  you  and  humblie  reft. 

Yours  trulie  ever, 

Jo.  Endecott. 

19th  of  the  4th,  1643. 

Copy 

90  The  original  is  in  the  library  of  the  Maflachufetts  Hiftorical  Society.     W. 
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[114]   Copy  of    a    Letter""    from    Thomas    Gorges''''' to 
Governor  Winthrop. 

Pifcattaquake,  28  June  1643. 
Right  worthy  Sir, 

IUnderftand  by  Mr.  Parker  that  you  have  written  to  me 
by  Mr.  Shurt,  which  as  yet  I  have  not  received.  It  can- 
not be  unknown  to  you  the  fears  that  we  are  in  fince  La 
Tours  promife  of  ayd  from  you  ;  for  my  part,  I  thought 
fitt  to  certifye  foe  much  unto  you,  and  I  doubt  not  only  thefe 
parts  which  are  naked,  but  all  N.  E.  will  finde  D'Aulnay  a 
fcourge.  He  hath  long  wayted  (with  theexpence  ofneer  800/. 
per  month)  for  the  apprehending  of  this  fupply,  and  if  all 
his  hopes  ftiall  be  fruftrated  through  your  ayd,  you  may 
conceive  where  he  will  feeke  for  fatisfadtion.  If  a  thorough 
worke  could  be  made,  that  he  might  utterly  be  extirpated,  I 
fhould  like  it  well  ;  otherwife  it  cannot  be  thought  but  a 
foldier  and  a  gentleman  will  feeke  to  revenge  himfelf,  having 
500  men.  2  fhipps,  a  galley,  3  pinnafes,  well  provided  : 
Befides  you  may  pleafe  to  conceive  in  what  manner  he  now 
befiedges  La  Tour,  his  fhipps  lye  on  the  S.  W.  part  of  the 
ifland  at  the  entrance  of  St.  Johns  river,  in  which  fide  is  only 
the  entrance  for  fhipps,  on  the  N.  E.  lye  his  pinnafes  ;  it 
cannot  be  conceived  but  he  will  fortifye  the  ifland,  which 
will  debarr  the  entrance  of  any  of  your  fhipps  and  force  them 
backe,  fhewing  the  will,  having  not  the  power,  to  hurt  him. 
I  fuppofe  I  fhall  for  England  in  this  fhipp,  I  am  not  as 
yet  certayn,  which  makes  me  forbear  to  be  larger  at  this  tyme, 
or  to  defire  your  commands  thither.  Thus  in  hafle  I  refl, 
'four  honouringe  friend  and  fervant, 

Tho.  Gorges. 

Copy 
91  The  original  is  in  tlie  library  of  the  MafTachufetts  Hiftorical  Society.     W. 
'J'-  Son  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges.     H. 
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[115]  Copy  of  a  Letter'^  from  Richard  Saltonftall  and 
others  to  the  Honourable  Governor,  Deputy  Gover- 
nor, and  Affiflants  and  the  Reverend  Elders  at  or 
near  the  Bay. 

Much  honoured  in  the  Lord, 

T Hough  we  doe,  and  may  truly,  profefle  ourfelves  to  be 
both  unfit  and  unwilling  to  interpofe  in  a  matter  of 
fuch  ftate  and  weight,  as  we  conceive  this  French  affair  to 
bee,  yet  the  honour  we  owe  to  the  religion  we  profefle,  the 
loyalty  we  beare  to  our  native  country,  efpecially  in  its  prefent 
condition  and  the  reference  wherein  it  fl;ands  to  the  kingdome 
of  France,  our  refpedt  to  the  reputation  of  our  govern- 
ment and  governors,  our  tender  care  of  the  fouls  and  lives  of 
fuch  as  are  committed  to  the  trufl:  thereof,  the  eye  of  care  we 
ought  to  have  upon  our  friends  in  the  eaft,  our  regard  to 
our  Chrifl:ian  Confederates,  fo  lately  combined  with  us,  in 
confidence  of  our  piety  and  wifdome,  and  the  religious  dif- 
charge  of  our  own  confciences  and  duties,  will  not  permit  us 
to  be  filent,  fo  long  as  there  is  any  roome  left  for  us  to 
fpeake.  We  have  littel  hope  to  revoke  refolutions  foe  farre 
tranfafted  and  ripned,  but  we  prefume  it  fhall  not  be  taken 
amifl"e,  if  we  labour  to  wafh  our  hands  wholly  of  this  defigne, 
and  what  ill  confequences  foever  it  may  produce.  The  rea- 
fons  moving  us  hereto,  are  our  deepe  feares  that  the  fl;ated 
rules  of  undertaking  warres,  either  by  proper  and  diredt  en- 
terprize,  or  by  lending  ayd,  have  not  been  fo  duly  obferved, 
as  we  could  wifh. 

I.  The  grounds  of  warre  ought  to  be  jufl:  and  neceffary. 
For  the  juilice  of  this  warre  by  la  Tore  agaynft  Daulnay,  we 
conceive  that  all  the  light  and  information  New  England 
hath,  or  may  probably  receive,  cannot  be  fuflicient  for  us  to 
determine  it  poflitively  ;  we  underftand  it  hath  beene  vari- 
oufly  judged  in  the  courts  of  France,  one  while  for  Daulnay, 

another 

'"'^  The  original  is  in  the  library  of  the   Maflachufetts  Hiftorical  Society.      W. 
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another  while  for  la  Tore,  and  it  is  not  impoffible  that  la 
Tore  hath  now  rather  outfriended  than  outpleaded  Daulnay  ; 
we  fhall  therefore  runne  into  an  [116]  unchriftian  pre- 
munire  of  prefumption  if  we  refolve  upon  fuch  an  enter- 
prize  with  an  unrefolved  faith  in  caufa  dubia  helium  non  ejl 
Jujcipiendum.  For  the  neceffity  of  it,  it  muft  either  be  in 
point  of  charity  towards  de  la  Tore  or  upon  fome  engageing 
intereft  of  our  owne.  For  any  bond  of  charity,  we  conceive 
the  fpeech  of  the  prophet  to  Jehofaphat,  2  Chron.  19.  2. 
and  of  Solomon,  Proverbs  26.  17.  not  only  difcharge  but 
ftrongly  prohibite  us.  i.  For  our  owne  intereft,  if  it  be 
cleare  that  Daulnay  hath  offered  us  fuch  great  wrong,  as  in- 
vites us  to  a  warre  (which  we  much  queftion,  for  it  muft  be 
atrox  injuria)  we  fuppofe  it  would  ftand  more  with  the  honor  of 
our  religion  and  plantation,  to  proceed  profeffedly  and  or- 
derly againft  him,  then  for  us  Englifti  to  become  but  margent 
notes  upon  a  French  text,  which  to  us  is  as  yet  but  Apocrypha  ; 
and  to  undertake  him  upon  more  certaine  grounds,  and  at  a 
more  feafonable  time  when  he  doth  lefs  expeft  us,  and  is  not 
fo  well  provided  for  us  as  now  he  is.  Warrs  are  extreme 
remedies  and  are  not  to  be  enterprifed  unleffe  their  caufes 
will  beare  out  all  manner  of  effefts  and  confequences,  whe- 
ther perfonall  or  nationall,  which  may  enfue.  And  what  may 
not  enfue,  if  either  of  the  nations  to  whom  we  belong  will 
comment  upon  our  acftion  in  a  ftate  language,  and  how  apt 
a  time  this  is  for  mifconftruftions  we  cannot  be  ignorant. 
The  fpirit  of  warre  is  fcholaftick  and  jefuitical,  traverfing  the 
very  pofition  and  principles,  which  peace  hath  held  both 
dogmatical  and  irrefragable,  even  to  the  wonderment  of  ra- 
tional men.  We  are  informed  that  Daulnay  defires  our 
friendftiip,  and  we  are  "inclined  to  believe  that  if  it  did  as 
well  become  him  to  appeal  to  our  judgment  as  it  ill  befeemes, 
us  to  exped:  it,  he  would  not  refufe  to  caft  himfelf  upon  our 
compromife. 

2.   Warres  ought  not  to  be  undertaken  without   the  coun- 

fell 
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fell  and  command  of  the  fupreame  authority,  whence  expedi- 
tions iffue.  It  is  not  hard  to  fay,  the  prefent  reference  be- 
tweene  the  kingdomes  of  England  and  France  confidered, 
that  the  fubjefts  of  the  one  ought  not  to  wage  warre  againft 
the  other  without  a  publick  commiflion  of  [i  17]  ftate,  unlefle 
it  be  in  defence  upon  a  fudden  aflault  :  Neither  do  we  yet 
heare  that  La  Tore  himfelf  hath  any  fuch  commiffion  for 
this  his  aftion  ;  though  if  he  had  it  were  little  to  us.  It  is 
a  rule  obferved  amongft  confederates,  that  during  any  league 
of  peace  betweene  them,  one  friend  may  not  ayd  another 
againft  any  part  of  his  province,  till  that  part  be  profcribed 
by  the  authority  of  a  generall  aflembly  whereof  it  is  a  mem- 
ber, and  the  confederates  affured  thereof  in  a  ftate  way.  The 
breach  of  this  rule  is  a  breach  of  league.  Publick  adtions  of 
hoftility  worke  farre  and  wide,  having  their  national  and  con- 
federal influences  and  confequences.  The  daggers  we  draw 
here  may  happily  prove  fwords  in  Chriftendome  for  ought 
we  know. 

But  this  defigne,  whatever  the  caufe  was,  feemed  ftiy  even 
of  our  New-Englifli  Counfel  to  warrant  and  guide  it:  How 
clofely  it  concernes  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  whole  planta- 
tion may  eafily  be  conjeftured,  and  how  farre  it  declined 
the  the  advice  thereof  in  a  reprefentative  courfe  we  are  very 
forry  to  confider  or  mention. 

We  dare  not  fo  much  impeach  the  honour  of  the  advi- 
fours  as  to  think  they  would  vaile  the  aftion  with  this,  that 
they  only  permit  and  give  way  to  voluntiers  ;  for  who  knows 
not  this  to  be  a  rule  of  ftate,  that  Not  to  forbid,  when  there 
is  notice  and  power,  is  to  bidd. 

This  were  alfo  to  proclaime  our  weaknes,  in  proftrating 
our  government  to  nothing  ;  for  who  is  ignorant  that  To 
permit  voluntiers  to  iflue  out  in  aid  of  a  friend  is  never  done 
without  an  ad:  of  ftate,  where  any  ftate  is  ? 

Daulnay,  nor  France,  are  not  fo  feeble  in  their  intellect- 
uals 
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uals  as  to  deeme  it  no  aft  of  -ftate,  when,  upon  confultation 
with  fome  of  our  chiefe  perfons,  our  men  are  fufFered  if  not 
incouraged,  to  goe  forth  with  our  provifion  and  munition 
upon  the  defigne  :  We  do  therefore  wonder  that  our  people, 
having  no  warrant  from  authority,  will,  of  theireowne  heads, 
runne  fuch  a  hazzard  of  their  foules  and  lives,  as  can  neither 
looke  for  any  prayers  or  thankes,  for  their  good  fuccefle,  nor 
any  fuccours  if  it  fares  ill,  and  [118]  as  it  may  fall  out, 
rather  call  for  the  curfes  of  their  friends  from  whom  they 
went,  and  of  pofterity  yet  unborne,  and  yet  thefe  poore  men 
prefume  that  if  Daulnay  fhould  fay,  as  the  King  of  Egypt  to 
Jofiah,  what  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  thou  King  of  Judah  ? 
I  come  not  out  againft  thee  this  day,  but  againft  the  houfe 
with  whome  I  have  waire,  or  if  they  fhould  fhed  innocent 
blood  or  feel  their  own  foules  dropping  fuddenly  into  hell, 
they  had  their  warrant  from  the  Counfel  and  countenance  of 
thofe  upon  whom  they  might  and  ought  to  confide.  It  were 
to  be  wifhed  they  had  beene  taught  the  Germane  proverb, 
which  fayth.  He  that  lofeth  his  life  in  an  unneceflary  quar- 
rel dyes  the  Devill's  martyr.  Had  they  had  the  voyces  of 
the  people  with  them,  it  had  beene  better  than  nothing; 
but  that  wind  feemes  to  us  to  blow  ftrong  in  the  teeth  of  their 
voyage.  We  fhall  prefume  to  propound  thefe  queftions. 
I.  If  Daulnay  or  France  fhall  hereafter  demand  any  of  them 
from  us  as  enemies,  or  murtherers,  whether  will  our  court 
proteft  or  deliver  them  ?  2.  If  any  of  the  parents  or  wives 
fhall  require  their  lives  at  our  hands,  who  fhall  anfwer  them  ? 
3.  If  any  of  their  widdowes  or  children  fhall  require  fufte- 
nance,  or  any  maimed  foldier  in  this  expedition  call  for 
maintenance,  who  fhall  give  it  them  ?  or  if  taken  captive  and 
made  flaves,  who  fhall  refcue  or  redeem  them  ? 

3.   The  ends  of  warre  ought  to  be  religious  :   What  glory 
is  intended   hereby  to   God  we    fee   not,  and   how  our  peace 
fhall  hereby  be  fettled  we  forefee  not,  but  fufpedl   it   will  ra- 
ther 
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ther  be  a  beginning  than  an  end  of  our  troubles  and  feares, 
if  we  do  not  wholly  fupprefle  Daulnay,  we  may  be  fure  of  it. 
He  is  already  very  ftrong,  and  if  our  fhips  and  munition  fall 
into  his  hand,  it  will  diminifh  from  us,  and  incourage,  ex- 
afperate  and  ftrengthen  him. 

If  La  Tore  prevaile  he  is  like  to  cavill  with  our  men  for 
fome  mifcarriages,  or  we  with  him  for  non-payment,  The 
paffage  of  our  fhips  to  and  from  England  hath  hitherto  beene 
quiet  and  fafe,  in  regard  to  the  French,  but  we  cannot  fo  ex- 
ped;  it  hereafter,  if  they  fhall  meete  with  any  of  La  Tores  or 
Daulnayes  fpecial  friends,  or  at  leaft  with  [119]  the  friends 
of  fuch  of  them  as  we  (hall  feeme  to  wrong.  Bellum  contra 
hoftem  non  eft  fufcipiendum  cum  periculo  reipublica,  &c. 

4,  Undertakings  of  warrs  ought  to  be  probably  feafable, 
but  this  feems  not  foe  to  us.  We  learn  out  of  the  Eaft,  by 
an  eye  witnefle,  that  Daulnay  is  very  ftrong,  in  artillery,  men 
and  munition,  at  land,  and  very  well  provided  at  fea,  info- 
much  that  fome  of  the  Eaft  have  confulted  to  repayre  to  him 
in  his  ayd,  leaft  he  ftiould  upon  revenge  annoy  and  ruine 
them  ;  he  is  reported  to  be  a  valiant,  prudent  and  experienced 
fouldier  and  commander,  and  defendants  have  greater  advan- 
tages of  aflaylants,  foe  that,  we  feare,  our  fheep  have  haftned 
to  their  flaughter. 

5.  Laftly,  The  manner  of  enterprifing  warre  calls  for  many 
rules,  according  to  Icripture  and  the  cuftome  of  religious  and 
ingenuous  nations,  as  to  fummon  and  give  warning  before 
they  ftrike  :  To  heare  what  the  defendant  can  pleade  for  the 
juftice  pf  his  caufe,  to  offer  termes  of  peace  with  equal  arti- 
cles, and  to  give  fpecial  cautionary  commifTions  and  com- 
mands how  farre  to  perfift  in  ayd,  and  when  to  defift  ;  but 
we  neither  can  fend  fitt  men  for  fuch  charges,  nor  can  we  pre- 
fcribe  fuch  direftions,  without  a  profefTed  imbarquing  our- 
felves  in  the  aftion,  which,  it  feems,  is  wholly  declined  on 
our  parts. 

We  therefore  trouble  you  no  further,  only  we  itterate  our 

proteftation 


134-  ColleElion  of  Papers.  [120 

proteftation  that  we  are  and  defire  to  be  held  cleare  and  inno- 
cent of  this  undertaking,  and 

Yourworfliips  in  all  chriftian  affedion 
and  fervices, 

Richard  Saltonftall, 
5th,  14.  1643.  Simon  Bradftreet, 

Samuel  Simonds, 

Nath.  Warde, 
Ez.  Rogers, 
Nath.  Rogers, 
John  Norton. 

[120]  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Endecott  to  Governor 
Winthrop,  about   the  French. 
Deareft  Sir, 

IFinde  that  your  troubles  are'  many,  and  efpeciallie  about 
this  French  bufines.  The  Lord  in  mercie  fupport  you. 
I  am  much  grieved  to  heare  what  I  heare;  and  I  fee  more 
of  the  fpirits  of  fome  men  than  ever  I  thought  I  fhould  fee. 
The  Lord  rebuke  Satan.  Sir,  be  of  good  comfort,  I  doubt 
not  but  our  God  that  is  in  heaven  will  carry  you  above  all 
the  injuries  of  men  ;  for  I  know  you  would  not  permitt  any 
thinge,  much  lefs  ad  in  any  thinge  that  might  tend  to  the  leaft 
damage  of  this  people,  and  this  I  am  aflured  of,  that  moft  of 
Gods  people  here  about  us  are  of  the  fame  minde.  The  ru- 
mours of  the  countrey,  you  know,  they  rife  out  of  ignorance 
principallie,  and  much  out  of  fears  ;  wherefore,  I  pray  you 
let  there  be  fatisfadiion  given  us  foone  as  you  convenientlie 
can,  in  the  way  you  wrote  me  of;  for  I  finde  the  fpirits  of  of 
men  in  this  countrie  are  too  quick  and  forward.  I  cannot 
excufe  myfelfe,  yet  I  blefle  God,  not  to  wronge  you,  but 
according  to  the  information  and  light  I  received  from  you, 
I   afted   publiquelie  fo  farre   forth  as  to  breake    downe  all 

prejudices 
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prejudices  againft  yourfelfe  or  the  reft  that  advifed  with  you. 
Our  prayers  here  are  publiquely  and  privately  for  a  good  iflue 
of  it,  and  that  continually.  I  hope  God  will  looke  upon 
your  finceritie  in  mercie  and  will  heare  our  requefts. 

I  fee  no  good  ufe  of  fuch  proteftations  as  I  heare  of,  but 
they  may  prove  more  dangerous  than  the  French  bufines  by 
farre,  if  our  God  hinder  not.  However,  it  will  be  of  ufe 
(God  direfting)  to  make  a  holy  ufe  of  it. 

Touching  my  coming  to  Bofton  about  the  Dutch  bufines, 
I  cannot  fee  how  it  will  be  of  any  ufe:  For  the  meflenger 
cannot  have  a  determinate  anfwer  till  the  generall  court,  and 
to  morrow  we  have  appointed  many  of  the  towne  for  the 
working  of  the  fort,  which,  unlefs  I  be  there,  there  will  not 
any  thing  be  done,  and  I  received  not  your  letter  till  this 
day  after  our  ledlure. 

[121]  I  conceive,  if  you  do  anything  about  Mr.  Oateleys 
bufines,  that  you  alfo  will  be  pleafed  to  appoint  fome  day  and 
grant  fome  fummons  to  him,  that  hee  may  bring  in  his  wit- 
nefles,  that  there  may  not  be  any  juft  ground  of  exceptions 
given :  For  hee  fpeakes  as  if  hee  were  much  wronged  in  all 
the  teftimonies  taken  againft  him,  and  that  he  can  difprove 
them,  &c. 

Touching  the  note  about  Bufiirode,  I  fhall  bring  it  with 
mee  (God  willing)  the  next  court. 

The  Lord  our  good  God  be  with  you,  to  uphold  you,  and 
to  continue  you  amongft  us  to  do  yet  further  fervice,  to 
whofe  grace  I  com  mitt  you. 

Yours  ever  trulie  to  ferve, 
Salem,  26,  5th  mo.  1643.  J°-  Endicott. 


The 
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The  Governor's   Anfwer9'^  to  the   Ipfwich    Letter  about 
La  Tour. 
Gentlemen  and  beloved  brethren, 

IT  is  not  unknowne  to  you,  that  (through  the  Lord's 
gracious  affiftance)  I  have  thankfully  imbraced  and  fub- 
mitted  unto  the  wife  and  loving  advife  and  admonitions  of 
any  of  my  brethren  ;  and  truly  it  is  ftill  my  defire  fo  to  do  : 
And  this  (I  hope)  may  well  ftand  (upon  this  prefent  occafion) 
with  the  maintenance  of  what  is  good  and  righteous  in  our 
caufe  about  this  French  bufines,  and  with  that  faithfulnes 
that  is  againe  required  of  me  towards  you  all,  whom  I  love 
honour  and  reverence  in  the  Lord.  And  though  I  have 
lately  written  to  you  about  this  matter,  yet  that  which  I 
have  fince  received  from  you  calls  upon  me  for  fome  addition 
and  anfwer  alfo;  which  I  do  not  with  any  purpofe  to  contend, 
but  in  difcharge  of  my  confcience  and  duty  of  my  place,  and 
let  the  Lord  do  what  feemes  good  in  his  eyes. 

The  proteftation,  which  was  direfled  to  myfelfe  firft,  but 
came  to  me  through  many  hands  (and  fo  it  feemes  it  [122]  was 
intended  by  you,  being  fent  unfealed)  was  entertained  of  me 
as  proceeding  from  your  zealous  care  of  the  public  fafety  : 
But,  confideredin  itfelfe,  it  is  an  ad  of  an  exorbitant  nature, 
out  of  rule,  out  of  feafon,  and  of  dangerous  confequence. 
Such  proteftations  are  publique  and  judicial  adts,  and  there- 
fore mufl:  be  warranted  by  fome  authority  which  appears  not 
in  this.  I  know  no  law,  order  cuftome  or  &c.  that  can  give 
power  to  3  affiftants,  by  any  fuch  publick  inftrument,  to  con- 
tradid:  the  proceedings  of  a  greater  number,  the  Governor 
alfo  being  one  of  them  ;  and  how  it  will  confift  with  the  obli- 
gation of  a  freeman  is  alfo  confiderable.  Suppofe  now  3  other 
affiftants  and  fo  many  elders  fhould  proteft  againft  your  pro- 
teftation, it  would  be  of  equal  force,  and  as  warrantable  for 
ought  I  knowe.  Againe,  it  comes  not  like  Solomons  apples 
of  gold  in  plates  of  filver ;  it  is  conjilium  poji  faSlum  :  Whereas, 

if 
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if  you  had  fent  it  in  feafon,  it  might  perchance  have  flopped 
thofe  proceedings  which  you  fo  much  complaine  againft  ; 
whereas,  at  prefent  (you  know  and  all  may  fee)  you  do  but 
beate  the  ayre,  and  ftrive  for  that  which  (you  are  fure)  you 
cannot  reach.  It  is  alfo  of  dangerous  confequence  in  thefe 
refpefts.  i.  It  may  be  a  prefident  for  others  to  attempt  the 
like  in  any  cafe  ;  for  you  take  upon  you  the  fole  judgment  of 
your  owne  aft,  and  if  others  may  have  the  like  liberty,  they 
may  countenance  their  oppofition  to  authority,  as  well  in 
evill  caufes  as  in  good.  1.  It  blowes  a  trumpet  to  divifion 
and  diffention  amongft  ourfelves,  magiftrates  protefting 
againft  magiftrates,  elders  againft  elders,  blameing,  condemn- 
ing, expofeing  brethren  to  the  peoples  curfes,  and  cafting 
them  down  to  hell  itfelfe ;  and  all  this  muft  be  indured, 
while  we  walk  after  the  light  God  affords  us  from  his  owne 
word,  and  the  prefidential  afts  of  former  times,  and  of  our 
owne  generall  court  (as  will  be  expreffed  hereafter)  whereas 
the  way  of  God,  and  of  order,  and  of  peace,  had  beene 
to  have  referred  your  grievance  to  the  generall  court,  and 
not  by  fuch  an  unwarrantable  proteftation  and  outcry  againft 
your  brethren,  to  incite  the  people  againft  them  ;  whereof,  if 
any  evill  [123]  effeft  ftiould  follow,  your  proteftation  ofinno- 
cencie  would  afford  you  little  comfort  or  defence.  3.  This  is 
the  ready  way  to  haften  upon  us  the  evill  fo  much  feared  :  For 
if  Daulnay  underftand  our  divifions  to  be  such,  as  he  is  like 
to  have  a  party  amongft  ourfelves,  (as  you  declare  your  in- 
telligence to  be)  this  may  imboulden  him  to  attempt  that 
againft  us  which,  otherwife,  he  dared  not  have  done.  It  is 
alfo  againft  the  rule  of  juftice,  your  owne  plea  on  Daulnays 
behalfe,  for  you  paffe  fentence  and  publifti  it  without  calling 
us  to  anfwer  :  If  may  be  one  or  two  of  you  have  accidentally 
heard  us  fpeake  fomewhat  about  it,  but  did  you  ever  enquire 
of  us,  if  we  had  any  more  to  fay  for  our  felves  why  judg- 
ment &c.  For  you  will  find  we  have  more  to  fay  for  our  felves 
than  you  formerly  heard,  and  it  is  a  neceffary  confequence, 
T  if 
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if  you' had  power  to  be  our  judges,  you  had  the  fame  to  re- 
quire our  anfwer.  I  intreate  you  to  call  to  mind  that  beaten 
rule  of  equity,  ^ui  aliquid  ftatuit  parte  inaudita  altera,  &c. 
We  are  condemned  in  court,  in  country,  by  private  letters 
and  by  publick  edid,  and  never  afked,  Why  have  you  done 
this  ?  and  all  this  fo  carryed  on,  and  unfeafonably  difpenfed 
as  no  man  can  tell  (nor  do  yourfelves  propound)  what  you 
would  have,  or  how  it  may  tend  to  any  publick  good  or  pre- 
vention of  that  great  danger  which  you  fuppofe  to  hang  over 
us ;  except  it  may  be  conceived  that,  either  Daulnay  will 
be  pacified  with  a  proteftation,  or  the  people  will  be  ftirred  up 
to  facrifice  fome  of  us  to  make  their  owne  peace.  You  fay, 
indeed,  you  will  hereby  be  innocent  of  all  the  evill  that  may 
infue,  &c.  Amen,  fay  I  ;  but  furely  wife  men  will  not  believe 
that  fuch  a  proteftation  will  acquit  you,  either  before  God  or 
men  :  No  more  than  if  one  of  the  magiftrates  fitting  filent 
in  the  court  while  a  man  is  condemned,  and  after  he  is  exe- 
cuted ftiall  tender  a  proteftation  of  his  diflent  from  the  sen- 
tence. And  truly  (brethren)  you  might  have  dealt  a  little 
more  tenderly  with  us,  for  fuch  faileings  as  you  have  appre- 
hended in  our  counfells,  being  the  fruite  but  of  a  few  houres 
confultation  ;  feeing  yourfelves,  (upon  so  many  weekes 
deliberation)  could  not  [124]  free  your  owne  afts  from  fuch 
mifcarriage  as  you  fee  your  proteftation,  out  of  date,  and  out 
of  courfe,  both  hould  forth. 

This  I  thought  needfuU  to  tender  to  your  wife  a^d  chriftian 
confideration,  concerning  your  proteftation  in  generall : 
Somewhat  I  rriuft  fay  to  your  arguments,  befides  what  may 
concerne  them  in  my  former  writings.  But,  firft,  you  may 
pleafe  to  copfider,  that  it  cannot  be  denyed  but  that  the 
Governor,  affifted  with  fome  of  the  magiftrates,  may  take 
order  for  fuch  fudden  aff*aires  of  the  ftate  as  either  need  not, 
or  cannot,  ftay  the  aflembling  of  the  general  court;  of  which 
fort,  we  conceived  this  was  (the  reafons  you  may  fee  in  my 
former  writing)  and  when,  in  fuch  cafes,  we  have  proceeded 

according 
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according  to  our  beft  fkill  and  judgment,  we  are  to  be  ex- 
cufed,  and  fo  it  was  wont  to  be  :  And  the  generall  court 
feemes  lately  to  have  inlarged  this  truft,  when,  by  the  order 
of  (4)  1 641,  it  gives  power,  out  of  court,  to  any  3  magiftrates 
to  do  that  which  may  occafion  a  warre,  with  the  Indians,  as 
likely  as  this  with  the  French  :  For  they  may  give  commiflion 
to  any  mafter  to  right  himfelfe  upon  the  Indians,  for  his 
fugitive  fervant.  By  like  authority  it  was  that  fome  of  us 
disarmed  the  Indians  and  imprifoned  fome  of  them,  upon 
the  late  fufpicion  :  And  although  it  was  conceived  to  be  full 
of  danger,  and  proved  troublefome  and  chargeable,  yet  we 
were  not  reproved  for  it.  Other  inftances  might  be  brought, 
but  in  thofe  times,  indeed,  when  fuch  proteftations  were  not 
in  ufe.  Now  in  this  cafe  of  the  French,  wherein  the  onely 
doubt  was,  not  whether  wee  fhould  ingage  ourfelves  in  a 
warre  with  La  Toure  againft  Daulney,  or  not ;  for,  we  know 
that  neither  the  magiftrates  nor  the  generall  court  it  felfe 
could  determine  that,95  but  whether  it  were  fafer  and  more 
juft  and  honourable  for  us  to  ftop  the  courfe  of  God's  provi- 
dence, offering  us  opportunity  to  fave  a  diftrefled  neighbour, 
to  weaken  a  dangerous  enemy  without  our  chardge  or  en- 
gagement, or  to  fuffer  it  to  go  on  freely  in  its  owne  courfe. 
Of  thefe  two  we  judged  the  laft  to  be  beft,  &c.  And  of  this 
opinion  fome  of  us  fhall  ftill  be  untill  we  fee  ftronger  argu- 
ments againft  it  than  as  yet  we  have  met  with. 

[125]  Now  for  your  arguments,  (whereoffomeconcerne  the 
preceedings,  others  the  confequences)  I  will  pafle  by  that  of 
Jehofaphat  as  no  parallel  to  our  cafe  ;  and  fee  if  I  can  free  us 
from  that  of  Prov.  26.  And  here  it  may  be  firft  obferved, 
that  he  fpeaks  of  one  that  pafleth  by,  viz.  that  had  no  calling 
or  invitation  to  deale  in  it.  But  2,  I  will  ftiew  that  this 
ftrife  betweene  La  Tour  and  Daulnay  doth  neerly  concerne 
us  :  and  firft  in  point  of  duty,  in  that  our  diftrefled  neighbour 
calls  to  us  for  help  ;    a   fpeciall   providence  of  God  and  his 
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owne  good  opinion  of  our  charitablenefs,  brought  him  to  us, 
for  fome  ends,  and  no  other  appearing  to  us,  it  was  our  duty 
to  attend  this  ;  nor  were  we  in  this  cafe  to  ftand  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  the  quarrell  betweene  them,  n6  more  than  Abraham 
did  when  Lot  and  the  Sodomites  were  in  prefent  diflrefle; 
nor  than  any  man  would  doe,  if  he  faw  his  neighbour  under 
foote  and  in  danger  to  be  killed,  he  would  firft  refcue  him 
from  danger,  ere  he  enquire  of  the  caufe.  And  how  we 
might  withould  fuch  helpe  from  La  Tour  which  that  provi- 
dence which  brought  him  hither,  might  here  offer  him  in  his 
apparent  diftrefle  and  danger  of  utter  ruine,  I  profefle  I  fee 
no  warrant. 

For  cleareing  of  this  point  I  defire  you  ferioufly  to  confider 
an  argument  or  two.  i.  He  is  either  a  neighbour  or  no 
neighbour.  If  he  be  not  a  neighbour,  then  is  he  in  no  re- 
lation to  us  by  the  fecond  table,  and  then  we  may  rob,  beate, 
or  kill  him  without  breach  of  any  commandment.  But  if  he 
be  a  neighbour  then  muft  we  do  to  him  in  his  diftrefle,  as  we 
would  have  others  do  to  us  in  ours.  2dly,  If  he  be  one  of 
thofe  ALL,  to  whom  by  the  rule  of  the  Apoftle  we  muft  doe 
good  (as  he  muft  needs  be,  if  he  be  either  of  the  houfhould  of 
faith  or  out  of  it)  then  that  is  the  good  we  muft  do  to  him, 
which  he  hath  moft  prefent  neede  of;  and  that  we  may  not 
withould  from  him,  when  it  is  in  our  hands  to  give  it  him, 
Prov.  3.27.  I  pray  you  confider  the  place,  jdly.  If  my 
neighbours  or  mine  enemies  oxe  be  in  that  ftate  as  he  cannot 
get  to  his  place  without  my  helpe,  I  muft  helpe  him  to  his 
place,  Exod.  [1^6]  23.  4.  much  rather  my  neighbour  himfelfe; 
and  therefore  La  Tour  and  his  company  being  now  before  us 
in  that  condition,  we  ought  to  helpe  him  hence.  Thefe  are 
plain  and  general  rules  and  will  not  beare  diftinftions  of 
proteftant  and  papift  :  For  the  morall  law  being  given  to  man 
by  nature  was  given  to  him  as  man,  not  as  man  fo  and  fo 
qualifyed,  and  therefore  when  it  requires  duty  from  him,  it 
requires  it  as  from  a  man  fimply  ;   and  when  it  propounds 
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man  as  an  objedt  of  this  duty,  it  propounds  him  alfo  fimply 
confidered  without  diftinftion  of  good  or  bad,  chriftian  or 
heathen,  &c.  and  our  Saviour  inforceth  this  by  propounding 
the  example  of  our  heavenly  father,  who  caufeth  the  fun  to 
fhine  upon  the  juft  and  unjuft,  &c.  and  commands  us  to 
follow  his  example.  And  the  gofpell  makes  this  diiFerence 
only,  that  in  queftion  of  priority,  or  neceffity  of  negle6t  of 
one,  the  faithfull  mufl  be  preferred.  Therefore  let  ue  fee 
fomething  of  like  authority  to  difpenfe  with  thefe  rules,  or 
elfe  we  muft  conclude,  that  this  (fo  farr  as  we  deale  in  it)  is 
a  thing  that  concernes  us.  2dly,  As  it  concerns  us  in  point 
of  duty,  fo  doth  it  alfo  in  point  of  danger.  I  have  fhewed 
in  my  former  writing  how  Daulnay  hath  dealt  with  us  and 
our  neighbours,  when  he  was  weak,  what  principles  he  is  afted 
by,  and  what  pretences  he  hath  againft  us  ;  and  all  hiftories 
teach  us  that  the  ambition  and  covetoufnes  of  conquerours 
and  fpoylers,  hath  always  increafed  with  their  power  :  And 
fhall  we  not  believe  that  Daulnay  onely  will  be  more  calmed 
and  moderated  by  accefle  of  200  foldiers,  and  4  or  5000I. 
yearely  revenue :  Let  the  latin  proverb  be  attended  as  well 
as  the  Germaine,  and  that  will  tell  us  that  res  noftra  agitur, 
paries  cum  proximus  ardet.  I  may  ftrengthen  this  concern- 
ment by  a  late  Germaine  hiftory.  When  the  bifhop  of 
Spiers  had  begun  to  raife  a  ftrong  fortification  upon  his  owne 
territories,  the  late  Palatine  of  Rhine  demolifhed  it  by  force 
of  armes  in  time  of  peace,  becaufe  it  might  be  dangerous  to 
him  if  warr  fhould  arife.  And  the  Lacedemonians  being  in 
league  with  the  Athenians  (their  owne  city  being  unwalled) 
would  not  fuffer  the  Athenians  to  [127]  wall  theirs  becaufe 
it  concerned  them  in  point  of  advantage.  And  it  hath  beene 
ufual  for  the  States  of  Europe  to  interpofe  in  quarrells  of 
their  neighbour  States,  when  they  have  concerned  them  but 
in  point  of  danger  onely.  Now  for  your  difcourfe  about  our 
diftinftion  betweene  commanding  and  not  forbidding,  let  the 
diftinftion  be  rightly  ftated  as  it  concerns  our  pradife,  and 

not 
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not  as  you  would  put  upon  us,  and  we  hope  It  will  hould  so 
well,  as  neither  the  advifers  nor  the  aftors  fhall  neede  to  be 
afhamed  to  owne  it.  We  difclaime  to  have  any  hand  in 
yielding  leave  to  any  of  ours  to  go  make  warr  upon  Daulnay, 
but  this  we  owne  and  no  more,  that  we  gave  leave  to  fuch  as 
could  be  hyred,  &c.  to  accompany  La  Tour  and  to  conduct 
him  to  his  owne  place.  And  fuch  a  permiffion  as  this 
(though  it  were  a  commiffion  to  this  purpofe)  we  ftand  flill 
to  maintaine  is  no  undertaking  of  warr,  nor  ad  of  hoftility, 
but  a  meere  liberty  of  commerce,  and  if  any  blood  fhed 
ftiould  follow  upon  it,  it  is  accidentall  and  not  depending 
uppon  this  as  any  caufe  of  it.  Nor  is  it  any  juft  provocation 
of  warr,  or  any  breach  of  peace,  nor  so  accounted  among  civil 
ftates.  I  fhall  cleare  it  by  an  inftance  or  two  both  private  and 
public.  If  I  have  a  neighbour  within  a  few  miles  of  me  suf- 
pefted  to  be  a  robber,  If  I  fend  my  fervant  to  beate  him  and 
he  doth  fo,  I  am  a  trefpaffer;  if  he  kill  him,  I  am  a  murderer. 
But  if  a  traveller  comes  by  and  tells  me  that  he  hath  a  chardge 
about  him,  and  he  Is  afraid  to  goe  alone  on  his  journey  for 
feare  of  fuch  a  man,  and  defires  me  to  let  my  fervant  go  with 
him  (If  he  be  willing)  though  It  may  be  dangerous  to  his 
life,  and  may  alfo  prove  danger  to  mee  or  mine  from  fuch 
robber:  And  if  the  traveller  be  now  fett  upon  by  this  robber 
and  my  fervant  kills  him,   we  may  both  juftify  it. 

I  will  give  another  Inftance.  A  merchant  of  Spaine  being 
In  London,  by  leave  of  the  King  of  England,  hires  a  London 
ftiip  to  tranfport  him  and  his  goods  Into  Spaine;  upon  the 
way  a  Holland  man  of  war  meetes  and  fights  with  him,  and 
men  are  flalne  on  both  fides,  yet  without  any  breach  of  peace 
on  either  fide,  or  any  aft  of  hoftility  In  [128]  the  King  of 
England,  as  it  would  have  beene  if  he  had  granted  a  com- 
miflion  to  aflault  the  Hollander:  So  that  you  may  fee  there 
is  a  wide  difference  betweene  giveing  commiffion  to  fight  and 
giveing  leave  to  be  hyred  to  guard  or  tranfport.  So  as  you 
muft  needs  have  beene  miftaken  in  the  right  ftatlnge  o£  the 
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diftinftion,  or  elfe  I  cannot  conceive  what  your  apprehenfions 
ihould  be  of  the  Englifh  and  Irifh  and  Scottifh,  who  in  fo 
greate  numbers,  for  thefe  many  years,  have  ferved  the  States 
againft  the  Spaniards,  and  the  Spaniards  againft  the  States, 
the  Swedes  againft  the  Emperor,  and  e  contra,  without  any 
breach  of  the  peace  between  thofe  nations.  But  admit  fuch 
a  permiffion  were  againft  a  rule  of  ftate  ;  yet  if  that  rule  of 
ftate  be  againft  the  rule  of  charity  it  will  not  be  hard  to  judge 
which  muft  give  place.  I  will  conclude  this  argument  with 
that  which  I  touched  in  my  former  writing.  That  which  is 
lawful  for  a  private  perfon  to  do,  in  the  way  of  his  calling, 
the  magiftrate  (if  he  judge  it  expedient,  or  not  hurtfull  to  the 
commonwealth)  ought  to  furder,  or  not  to  hinder  him  in  it. 
But  it  is  lawful  for  the  owners  and  mafters  of  ftiipps,  and  is 
in  the  way  of  their  calling,  to  be  hyred  by  La  Tour,  to  con- 
vey him  to  his  rightfull  habitation,  and  we  judge  it  no  way 
hurtfull  but  advantagious  to  this  commonwealth  ;  therefore 
we  did  well  and  according  to  the  duty  of  our  office,  in  yielding 
leave  to  them,  and  in  not  hindering  them.  And  it  is  no 
fufficient  plea  againft  it,  to  fay  that  we  know  not  the  juftice 
of  his  caufe ;  for  that  will  not  concerne  us  in  this  cafe  (and 
yet  we  do  know  it  in  good  meafure)  But  if  our  ftiipps  fhall 
be  oppofed  in  their  lawfuU  courfe,  the  juftice  of  their  caufe 
will  lye  in  that :  As  for  example :  A  man  travaileing  in  a 
wagon  in  England,  and  carrying  his  goods  with  him,  his 
creditor  fets  upon  the  wagon  to  take  his  debtors  goods  from 
him  by  force,  the  wagoner  may  defend  him  and  his  goods, 
being  now  in  his  charge,  without  any  refped:  to  the  former 
ingagement ;  for  the  juftice  of  his  caufe  arifeth  upon  another 
ground.  Neither  is  there  any  need  to  fend  to  Daulnay  before 
they  goe  (no,  though  they  went  of  purpofe  to  fight  with 
him)  for  befides  divers  [129]  examples  in  fcripture  to  war- 
rant the  forbearance  of  it,  the  rule  in  Deut.  20.  10.  gives 
other  direftion  :  When  thou  comeft  neere  to  a  city  to  fight 
againft  it,    thou   ftialt  send  to  offer  peace,  &:c.     This   point 

being 
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being  thus  cleared,  that  we  have  not  enterprifed  any  warre  in 
this  our  proceeding,  all  your  complaints  againft  us,  and  all 
your  arguments  tending  that  way  do  fall  to  the  ground. 
This  is  not  the  cafe,  neither  are  we  the  men,  and  therefore  I 
fhall  not  need  to  examine  your  reafons  and  allegations  againft 
fuch  ;  nor  am  I  willing  to  mention  thefe  pafTadges  wherein  our 
power  feemes  to  be  fo  much  flighted.  I  dare  not  believe 
that  you  intended  all  that  is  held  forth  in  them.  I  looke  at 
your  queries  alfo  as  raifed  upon  the  fame  mifl:aken  grounds, 
which  being  now  cleared  to  you,  you  will  eafily  refolve  your- 
felves  about  them.  And  yet  this  I  will  propound  to  your 
confideration,  which  may  be  a  full  anfwer  to  them  all  in  the 
moft  knotty  conftrudion,  viz.  If  our  brethren  fliould  erre 
in  theire  way  and  thereby  bring  them  felves  into  diitrefle,  yet 
(if  we  muft  pardon  them  upon  their  repentance)  fure  we  may 
not  defert  them,  nor  hide  our  eyes  from  theire  mifery.  If 
any  of  our  confederates  (through  humane,  infirmity)  fhould, 
againft  their  covenant,  bring  a  juft  warre  upon  themfelves, 
yet  if  they  call  to  us  for  helpe,  and  tender  themfelves  to  equall 
fatisfaftion,  we  muft  not  leave  them  to  deftrudion.  No  re- 
lation amongft  men  could  ftand  or  be  ufefull,  if  meere  errour 
(which  we  all  are  continually  fubjed;  to)  might  diffblve  it,  or 
obftru6t  the  vitall  fpirit  which  fliould  breathe  in  it. 

Whereas  you  objeft  that,  in  this  permiffion,  we  make  the 
ftate  as  a  cypher:  I  anfwer,  the  ftate  hath  the  fame  influence 
into  this  which  it  hath  into  other  merchants  voyages,  by  a 
general  and  implicit  confent,  which  may  be  fufficient  in  fo 
free  a  ftate  as  ours  is  ;  where  there  is  no  reftraint  upon  per- 
fons  or  fliips  (but  upon  fpeciall  occafion)  they  goe  and  come 
at  their  liberty. 

Now  for  the  point  of  danger,  I  conceive,  firft,  the  rule 
of  the  Apoftle  Peter  will  hould  even  in  this  cafe  ;  while  we 
do  well  we  are  not  to  be  frighted  with  any  terrour.  Againe, 
there  is  no  courfe  or  voyage  undertaken  by  us,  but  [130]  it 
may  expofe  the  undertakers  to  perill,  and  may  occafion  dif- 

pleasure 
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pleafure  and  danger  to  us  from  abroad  ;  but  fuch  dangers 
have  not  hitherto  deterred  us  from  any  probable  way  of  our 
fafety  or  advantage  ;  nor  have  we  fuftained  any  harme  hitherto, 
by  cafting  ourfelves  upon  the  Lord  and  his  good  providence 
in  fuch  cafes.  I  will  remember  you  of  fome.  When  we  firft 
fet  up  reformation  in  our  church  way,  did  not  this  expofe  us 
to  as  greate  an  hazard  as  we  could  run,  both  from  abroad  and 
at  home?  Did  not  our  friends  in  England,  many  of  them, 
forewarne  us  of  it  ere  we  came  away  ?  Did  not  others  fend 
letters  after  us,  to  deterre  us  from  it  ?  Did  not  fome  among 
ourfelves  (and  thofe  no  meane  ones)  inculcate  our  inevitable 
dangers  at  home,  from  no  fmall  company  left  out  of  church 
fellowfhip,  and  civill  offices,  and  freedome  hitherto  ?  Yet  we 
trufted  in  God  (though  there  appeared  no  meanes  of  fafety) 
and  went  on  our  way  ;  and  the  Lord  hath  ftill  preferved  us 
and  fruftrated  all  councells  and  attempts  againft  us.  Againe, 
when  upon  grievous  complaints  againft  us  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Privy  Counfel,  of  fuch  civil  innovations  amongft  us  as 
we  could  not  juftify  by  the  laws  of  that  ftate,  a  ftri<5t  order 
and  command  was  fent  to  us  to  deliver  up  our  patent,  or  elfe 
to  expeft  to  have  it  fetched  by  force,  what  greater  danger 
could  be  towards  us  than  appeared  in  not  obeying  of  this 
command  ?  Yet  we  had  then  courage  enough  to  returne  an 
anfwer  without  our  patent.  When  we  undertooke  a  warre 
againft  the  Pequots,  which  no  neceflity  put  us  upon,  but 
only  in  point  of  confcience  (they  had  done  us  no  injury)  on 
others  behalfe,  there  were  more  objedions  (in  point  of  dan- 
gerous confequences)  againft  that,  than  againft  this ;  our 
friends  of  Plimouth  complained  of  it,  and  wrote  to  us 
accordingly  ;  fo  did  our  friends  of  Connefticot,  laying  forth 
the  dangers  we  had  expofed  them  unto  by  it,  wiftiing  we  had 
forborne  to  a  fitter  feafon  ;  but  neither  of  them  protefting 
againft  it  :  Yet,  in  due  time,  the  Lords  hand  appeared  in  it, 
to  the  good  of  the  whole  country,  and  we  felt  but  little  of 
thofe  great  dangers  which  were  juftly  to  be  feared.  Our  in- 
U  telligence 
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telligence  was  believed,  which  we  heard  long  fince,  and  hath 
been  more  certainly  [131]  confirmed  of  late,  that  the  jefuiti- 
cal  State'*  have  had  an  evil  eye  upon  us,  and  not  without 
caufe  (as  themfelves  apprehend)  and  though  we  looke  at  this 
as  the  head  of  all  forein  enmity,  yet  the  Lord  hath  ftill  faved 
us,  and  that  without  any  great  impreffion  of  feare  upon  our 
fpirits.  In  the  treaty  about  our  confederacie,  the  doubtful 
conftruftion  of  it  in  England,  the  danger  from  a  General 
Governor  (efpecially  in  regard  of  our  brethren  of  Plimouth) 
the  neceffity  of  our  being  involved  in  the  quarrel  with  the 
Dutch,  on  the  behalfe  of  our  brethren  of  Hartford,  were 
taken  notice  of  by  the  generall  court  and  many  of  the  elders, 
&c.yet  neither  would  the  court  be  deterred  from  entring  into 
that  brotherly  league,  nor  were  our  elders  or  people  troubled 
with  feare  of  thofe  dangers.  And  now,  lately,  when  we  re- 
ceived Pumham  and  Sawcononoco  in  to  our  jurifdidtion,  the 
generall  court  confidered  how  offenfive  it  would  be  to  the 
Naraganfets,  and  fo  likely  to  ingage  us  in  a  warre  with  them  ; 
yet,  the  thing  being  lawful  and  expedient  for  us,  and  giving 
hope  of  opening  a  doore  to  the  converfion  of  fome  of  them, 
they  would  not  let  flipp  the  opportunity  of  fuch  advantages, 
for  the  feare  of  doubtful  dangers.  More  I  might  add:  All 
amounts  to  this  fumme,  the  Lord  hath  brought  us  hither, 
through  the  fwelling  feas,  through  perills  of  pyrates,  tem- 
pefts,  leakes,  fires,  rocks,  fands,  difeafes,  ftarvings,  and  hath 
here  preferved  us  thefe  many  yeares  from  the  difpleafure  of 
Princes,  the  envy  and  rage  of  Prelates,  the  malignant  plots 
of  Jefuits,  the  mutinous  contentions  of  difcontented  perfons, 
the  open  and  fecret  attempts  of  barbarous  Indians,  the  fe- 
ditious  and  undermineing  pra6lifes  of  hereticall  falfe  brethren  ; 
and  is  our  confidence  and  courage  all  fwallowed  up  in  the 
feare  of  one  D'aulnay  .''     Admit  we  fhould  have  ftepped  afide 

out 

90  They  were  in  great  fear  of  the  French  when  they  fettled,  under  Richlieu,  at 
Port  Royal  and  afterwards,  when  D'Aulnay  came  to  Penobfcot.  See  Maffa  Hi/- 
tory,y.  I.p.z^.     H. 
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out  of  our  way,  doth  the  favour  and  protedlion  of  our  God 
wholely  depend  upon  our  perfedl  walking  ?  Were  we  never 
out  of  our  way  before,  under  all  our  former  mercies  and  de- 
liverances ?  Did  Abraham,  [132]  Ifaaclc,  Jacob,  David, 
Jehofaphat,  the  people  of  Ifrael,  Judas,  and  others,  never 
find  protedtion  and  deliverance,  when,  by  infirmity,  they  were 
found  to  be  out  of  their  way  ?  If  they  did,  why  may  not  we 
ftill  feeke  and  hope  for  the  like,  feeing  the  Lords  mercies 
indure  for  ever  ?  For  my  part  (if  there  were  not  other  fins, 
which  God  may  have  a  controverfie  with  us  for)  I  fhould 
little  feare  any  harme  from  this.  If  any  breach  were  made 
in  our  peace,  this  is  not  the  way  to  make  it  up.  We  may 
bring  more  difpleafure  and  danger  upon  ourfelves,  by  the 
divifions  and  breaches  of  rule  which  may  be  occafioned  by 
our  unfeafonable  ftriveings  about  that  which  is  now  paft 
remedie,  than  would  otherwife  arife  from  any  mifcarriage 
in  the  bufines  it  felfe,  in  the  worft  conftrudion  that  can  be 
made  thereof. 

The  feare  of  man  bringeth  a  fnare ;  but  he  that  trufteth 
in  the  Lord  fhall  be  fafe.      Prov.  29.  24. 

J.W.  G. 


Copy  of  a  Letter'^  from  Mr.  Simon  Bradftreet  to  Gov- 
ernor Winthrop. 
Right  Worthy  Sir, 

I  Received,  together  with  others,  two  letters  from  your 
felfe,  concerning  the  French  affaire,  and  had  I  not  hoped 
that  you  fhould  have  receaved  a  finall  anfwer  from  us  longe 
before  this  tyme,  I  fhould  not  have  been  fo  longe  filent,  nor 
fhewed  foe  much  feeming  negleft,  but  being  nowalmofl  out 
of  hope  of  accomplifhing  that  which  was  intended,  I  thought 
meete  to  prefent  you  with  thefe  few  lynes.     Howe  unpleafing 

it 
9'  The  original  is  in  the  library  of  the  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society.      W. 
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it  was  to  mee  for  to  exprefle  my  felfe  by  word  or  writeing 
contrary  to  the  apprehenfion  of  your  felfe  and  other  friends, 
both  godly  and  wife,  whome  I  both  love  and  honour,  hee  that 
is  the  fearcher  of  hearts  knoweth  ;  and  howe  farr  it  was  from 
my  will  [133]  or  intent,  when  I  fett  my  hand  to  that  letter 
you  receaved,  to  caft  any  difhonour  upon  your  felfe  or  others, 
I  hope  in  tyme  you  fhall  know  and  be  fully  perfuaded  of. 
The  truth  is,  our  ayding  of  Latour  was  very  grievous  to 
many  hereabouts,  the  defigne  being  feared  to  be  unwarrantable 
by  dyvers,  as  the  cafe  ftands  with  us  ;  of  which  number  I  con- 
fefle  I  was,  (and  foe  ftill  remaine)  one,  and  though  the  bufi- 
nefs  was  foe  farr  proceeded  in  before  wee  writt  the  letter,  as 
(for  my  parte)  I  had  noe  hope  of  ftayeing  the  fhippes,  yet 
fome  of  us  thought  it  might  be  of  good  ufe  to  intimate  that 
fome  cautions  might  be  given  to  thofe  that  went,  and  they  be 
ftridly  required  to  obferve  the  fame,  that  foe  the  undertaking 
myght  be  preferved  from  finne  and  the  common  wealth  from 
damage,  foe  much  as  the  cafe  was  capable  of,  which  cautions 
ifrefufed,  then  to  fignifie  under  our  hands,  our  not  con- 
fenting  to  the  proceeding,  with  our  reafons  thereof;  but  for 
any  proteftation  againft  the  ad,  condemning  it,  we  never  in- 
tended it,  but  frequently  fully  and  exprefly  declined  it,  foe 
the  fending  the  letter  without  thofe  cautions  and  after  the 
fhippes  were  gone,  concernes  thofe  to  anfwer  that  did  it,  for 
my  parte  I  was  much  troubled  att  it  fo  foone  as  I  heard  of 
it.  What  errors  may  be  found  in  our  letter  for  matter  or 
manner  of  expreffion  (it  being  intended  noe  otherwife  than  I 
have  exprefled)  I  fhall  be  farr  from  owneing  or  juftifyeing 
when  they  fhall  appear  ;  this  I  can  truly  fay,  wee  were  follicit- 
oufly  carefull  (according  to  the  little  tyme  wee  had)  not  to 
write  any  thing  that  might  be  matter  of  juft  offence,  and  I 
hope  a  favourable  interpretation  of  words  (our  intention 
being  rightly  underftoode)  may  free  it  from  blame.  Con- 
cerneing  the  arguments  you  alledge  to  warrant  the  defigne,  I 
fhall  forbear  to  fay  any  thing  att  prefent,  not  haveing  either 

of 
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of  your  letters  by  mee,  but  rather  leave  them  to  be  anfwered 
by  the  elders,  whoe  it  is  likely  will  Ihortly  vifit  you  upon 
other  accounts,  and  for  my  felfe  I  hope  to  waite  upon  you 
att  the  court,  when  wee  may  have  opportunity  to  fpeak 
further  about  the  fame  ;  and  for  thofe  many  heavy  imputa- 
tions, which  your  laft  letter  [134]  chargeth  us  with,  being 
chiefely  grounded  upon  the  tyme  and  manner  offending  our 
letter  (of  which  I  had  noe  knowledge)  I  hope  you  will  fee 
caufe  to  excufe  mee  of  as  noe  wayes  difcerning  the  fame,  foe 
humbly  praying  the  God  of  love  and  peace  to  preferve  us  in 
peace  and  unity,  and  this  whole  plantation  from  wayes  of 
fin  and  provocation,  I  remain      your  worfhips  unfeynedly 

to  love  and  fear  you  in  the  Lord, 
2ift  of  6th  mo.  1643.  Simon  Bradftreet. 


Copy    of  a  Letter?^  from    Mr.   Endecott  to  Governor 
Winthrop,     about     the    Mifdemeanors    of     Griffin's 
Company  at  Gloucefter. 
Deareft  Sir, 

I  Heard  nothing  further  of  Glocefter  bufines  till  the  3d 
day  of  this  week  at  even,  when  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Blinman,  together  with  a  complaint  of  the  towne 
againft  Griffens  companie  for  feveral  mifdemeanors.  And  at 
the  foote  of  the  complaint  a  referrence  from  yourfelfe  and  3 
other  magiftrates  to  me,  for  the  redrefle  of  them.  I  there- 
fore difpatched  away  a  meflenger  betimes  the  next  morning, 
with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Griffen,  that  he  would  fend  me  fuch  of 
his  men  whofe  names  I  had  underwritten  his  letter,  to  anf- 
wer  to  the  mifdemeanors  of  fabbath-breaking,  fwearing  and 
drunkennes  :  And  withall  I  fent  a  letter  with  inftrudlions  to 
Mr.  Blinman,  with  a  warrant  addrefled  to  the  conftable. 
That  if  Mr.  Griffen  would  not  fend  his  men  that  the  con- 
ftable 

98  The  original  is  in  the  hbrary  of  the  Maflachufetts  Hiftorical  Society.     W. 
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liable  ihould  attach  their  perfons  and  bring  them  before  mee  : 
If  they  did  refift  or  refufe,  not  to  ftrive  with  them  nor  to  ufe 
any  provoking  termes,  but  to  take  witnes  of  their  carriadge 
and  to  returne  mee  an  anfwer ;  which  here  I  have  fent  you 
inclofed.  I  would  have  proceeded  againft  them  according  to 
your  former  direftions  (to  wit)  with  force  :  but  I  had  rather, 
if  you  fee  good,  trye  firft  another  way,  which  is,  to  fend  a  pro- 
hibition, [135]  under  your  and  divers  of  the  magiftrates 
hands  befides,  forbidding  Mr.  Steephens  and  the  reft  of  the 
fhip-carpenters  there,  or  any  where  within  this  jurifdidion, 
upon  fome  penaltie,  not  to  worke  a  ftroke  of  worke  more 
upon  Mr.  GrifFens  fhip  till  they  had  further  order  from  the 
Governor,  &c.  I  defire  therefore  to  heare  from  you  what 
you  would  have  done.  In  the  meane  tyme  I  have  written 
away  another  letter  to  Mr.  Griffen,  wifhing  him  to  counfell 
his  men  (if  he  cannot  command  them)  to  fubmitt  to  authori- 
tie,  feeing  they  ftand  out  to  their  owne  lofs  and  difadvan- 
tage.  What  his  returne  will  be  you  fhall  heare  affoone  as  I 
can  fend  it 

I  pray  you,  good  Sir,  let  me  be  excufed  from  coming  to 
this  court,  for  I  am  not  fitted  for  winter  journeys,  and  for 
fuch  bad  wayes  as  we  muft  pafle. 

I  want  much  to  heare  of  your  fonnes  iron  and  fteele.  If 
the  country  will  not  be  incouraged  by  fo  ufefull  a  defigne,  to 
enlardge  themfelves  for  the  advantage  of  it,  I  know  not 
what  will. 

The  Lord  our  good  God  in  mercy  keepe  you  and  yours, 
to  whofe  grace  I  committ  you  and  reft 

Yours  truely  and  unfeignedly, 

Salem,  i.  lomo.  1643.  Jo.  Endecott. 

I  am  glad  to  heare  of  your  fonne  Mr. 
Steevens  fafe  returne,  togeher  with 
his  beloved.  I  defire  to  be  kindly 
remembred  to  them  both. 

Copy 
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Copy   of  a    Letter99  from    Mr.    Endicott    to  Governor 
Winthrop. 
Deareft  Sir, 

Imuft  needs  acknowledge  I  was  fomewhat  grieved  when  I 
heard  of  Haddock's  cariadge  to  yourfelfe,  and  Mr.  Paynes 
flaying  aboard  that  they  could  not  be  commanded  afhore  upon 
any  occafion.  I  thought  then  of  Caftle  liland  that  it  would 
be  of  good  ufe  to  controle  fuch  fellowes  :  [136]  But  to  be 
any  ftrength  to  your  towne  or  countrie  I  cannot  fee  it.  I 
veriely  think  that  the  country  will  be  verie  willing  that 
there  may  be  a  fort  there,  built  at  the  chardges  of  the  townes 
thereabouts  :  And  to  underftand  their  willingnefs  or  confent 
to  it,  I  think  it  may  be  done  by  what  is  propounded,  viz.  to 
fend  to  the  magiftrates  and  deputies,  or,  if  you  fee  good, 
to  the  magiftrates  and  deputies  of  the  feveral  fhires,  who 
may  eafily  come  together  without  any  chardge  to  the 
countrie.  We  have  here  in  Eflex,  appointed  a  day  to  meet 
at  Salem,  viz.  the  22d  of  the  next  month,  to  confider  of 
fomethinge  for  the  common  wealth,  according  to  an  order  of 
court.  Now  then  I  think  it  will  be  foone  enough  to  fend 
in  our  counfell  or  confent  therein,  feeing  little  can  be  done 
to  the  work  in  the  meane  tyme. 

I  heare  you  have  great  fights  upon  the  water  feen  betweene 
the  caftle  and  the  towne ;  men  walking  on  the  water  in  the 
night  ever  fince  the  fliippe  was  blown  up,  or  fire  in  the  ftiape 
of  men.  There  are  verie  few  doe  believe  it,  yet  here  is  a 
great  report  of  it  brought  from  thence  the  laft  dayof  theweek. 

The  maid'oo  is  now  going  along  with  us  to  Orchard, 'o' 
where  your  fonne  ftiall  be  heartilie  welcome. 

I  am  glad  that  the  Mohawks  newes  is  falfe.  The  Lord 
continue  peace  unto  us  if  it  be  his  blefled  will,  to  whofe 
grace  I  committ  you,  and  ever  reft  your  aflured  loving 

friend  and  fervant, 
29  of  mo.  II.  1643.  Jo  Endecott. 

Copy 

"'■*  The  original  is  in  the  library  of  the  Maflachufetts  Hiftorical  Society,     W. 

100  Mr.  Endecott's  daughter,  this  being  the  language  of  the  day.     H, 

ifi  His  farm  three  or  four  miles  from  Salem.     H. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Berkeley,  Governor 
of  Virginia,  to  the  Governour  of  New-England  about 
Mr.   Chew's  Servants. 
Worthy  Sir, 

HAving  received  intelligence  and  complaint  from  Mr. 
John  Chew,  merchant,  that  certaine  of  his  fervants 
being  run  away  about  May  1643,  and  are  now  refident  [137] 
in  your  collony  of  New-England,  I  defire  you  will  pleafe  to 
affift  this  Gentleman,  the  bearer,  in  the  regaining  of  them  by 
all  poffible  means  that  may  be,  it  being  but  an  accuftomed 
favour' reciprocally  fhown  upon  all  occafions,  eyther  to  other, 
in  which  at  noe  tyme  we  fhall  be  defedlive  as  we  exped:  the 
like  from  you  ;  he  hath  made  it  appear  in  court  they  are  his 
fervants;  their  names  are  Walter  Joy,  William  Woodhead, 
and  Henry  King,  alias  Eny,  foe  not  doubting  of  your 
affiftance  herein  I   reft. 

Your  fervant, 
Virginia  12th  June  1644.  William  Berkeley. 


Copy  of  a  Letter'°2  from  Sir  Henry  Vanei03  to  Governor 
Winthrop. 
Honoured  Sir, 

I  Received  yours  by  your  fonne,  and  was  unwilling  to  let 
him  returne  without  telling  you  as  much.  The  exercife 
and  troubles  which  God  is  pleafed  to  lay  upon  thefe  king- 
domes  and  the  inhabitants  in  them,  teaches  us  patience  and 
forbearance  one  with  another  in  fome  meafure,  though  there 
be  difference  in  our  opinions,  which  makes  me  hope  that, 
from    the   experience   here,   it  may  alfo  be  derived  to  your- 

felves 

1^2  The  original  is  in  the  library  of  the  IVTafTachufetts  Hiftorical  Society.      W. 

•"^  Mr.  Winthrop  had  obliged  Mr.  Vane  to  leave  the  Maflachufetts  and  return 
to  England.  This  letter  was  wrote  when  Mr.  Vane's  intereft  in  Parliament  was 
very  great.  It  fhews  a  good  fpirit  and  the  reproof  is  decent  as  well  as  fcafon- 
able.      H. 
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felves,  leaft  whilft  the  congregationall  way  amongft  you  is  in 
its  freedom,  and  is  backed  with  power,  it  teach  its  oppugners 
here  to  extirpate  it  and  roote  it  out,  from  its  owne  principles 
and  pradice.      I  fhall  need  fay  noe  more  knowing  your  fonne 
can  acquaint  you  particularly  with  our  affairs. 
Sir  I  am 
Your  affedtionate  friend, 
and  fervant  in  Chrift, 
June  10.  1645.  H.  Vane. 

Pray  commend  me  kindly  to  your  wife, 
Mr.  Cotton  and  his  wife,  and  the  reft 
of  my  friends  with  you. 


Prefatory  Note  by  the  Editor. 

[The  Records  of  the  Commiffioners  for  the  United  Col- 
onies are  printed  in  Vol.  IX  of  the  Plymouth  Colony 
Records,  (Bofton,  1859.)  A  fimilar  copy  -  is  preferved  at 
Hartford,  and  a  copy  of  that  record  has  been  ufed  in  collating 
the  prefent  text.  The  copy  which  doubtlefs  once  belonged 
to  Maflachufetts,  was  probably  the  one  ufed  by  Hutchinfon. 
As  the  latter  feems  to  have  modernized  the  fpelling  of  fome 
Indian  names,  we  here  note  the  form  preferved  in  the  Ply- 
mouth record  :  Narrohigganfet  and  Myantenomy,  in  place  of 
Narrowganfett  and  Miantonimo,  ufed  by  Hutchinfon. 
Other  differences  are  noted  when  they  occur. 

From  this  volume  we  learn  fomething  of  the  caufe  of  this 
Declaration,  viz.  "  Bofton,  Maffachufetts,  the  28th  of  the 
4th  mo.,  1645,  ^  meeting  extraordinary  of  the  CommifTioners 
of  the  United  Colonies,  called  by  fpeciall  order  of  the  gen- 
eral Court  of  the  Maffachufets,  John  Winthrop,  Herbert 
Pellam,  efquires,  Mr.  Thomas  Prince,  Mr.  John  Browne, 
George  Fenwick,  Edward  Hopkins,  efquires,  Theoph.  Eaton, 
efquire,  Mr.  Stephen  Goodyeare."  "John  Winthrop  was 
V  chofen 
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chofen  Prefident  for  this  meeting  of  the  Commiffioners. 
The  Commiffioners  defired  to  know  the  fpeciall  occafion  of 
this  meeting.  The  Commiffioners  for  the  Maffiichufets 
anfwered  that  it  was  concerning  ye  French  bufinefs,  which  not 
being  fully  prepared  this  day,  and  the  war  between  Pefiquos 
and  Uncas  being  hegunne,  and  requiring  fpeedy  courfe,  &c., 
it  was  agreed  to  take  that  firft  into  confideration."  MefTen- 
gers  were  accordingly  fent,  viz.,  Serg"^  John  Davis,  Benedi<5t 
Arnold,  and  Francis  Smith,  to  requeft  both  parties  to  come  or 
to  fend  to  Bofton.  The  record  continues,  "  Our  meffiengers 
being  returned,  Benedid  Arnold  our  interpreter  informed 
us  upon  his  oath  of  the  anfwer  he  received  and  what  ufage  he 
found  from  the  fachims  of  ye  Narrohigganfet  and  Naan- 
tick  as  appears  in  the  declaration  hereafter  inferted  ;  they 
brought  us  allfoe  a  letter  from  Mr.  Roger  Williams  wherein 
he  aflureth  us  that  the  warre  will  prefently  break  forth,  and 
that  the  Narraganfet  fachems  have  lately  concluded  a  neu- 
trallyty  with  Providence  and  the  towns  upon  Aquidnett 
Hand,  Whereupon  the  Commiffioners  confidering  the  great 
proucations  afforded,  and  the  neceffity  we  fhall  be  put  unto 
of  making  warre  upon  the  Narraganfets  &c,  and  being  alfoe 
carefuil  in  a  matter  of  foe  great  weight  and  genrall  concern- 
ment to  fee  their  way  cleared,  and  to  give  fatisfadion  to  all 
the  Colonies,  did  thinck  fit  to  advife  with  fuch  of  the  mag- 
istrates and  elders  of  the  Maffachufets  as  were  then  at  hand, 
and  allfoe  fomeof  the  chief  military  commanders  there,  who 
being  affembled  it  was  yn  agreed,"  that  they  were  bound  to 
render  fpeedy  and  effedual  aid  to  the  Mohegen  fachim. 
"  4.  The  juftice  of  the  warre  being  cleared  to  ourfelves  and 
the  reft  then  prefent,  it  was  thought  meet  that  the  cafe 
fhould  be  briefly  ftated  and  the  reafons  and  grownds  of  the 
warre  declared  and  publiffied,  which  declaration  is  hereafter 
inferted." 

■    The  5th  day  of  the  week  following  was  appointed  as  "a 
day  of  humiliation,"  and  the  troops  to  be  raifed  were  appor- 
tioned. 
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tioned,  190  to  Maflachufets,  40  to  Plymouth,  40  to  Con- 
nedticut,  and  30  to  New  Haven. 

Afterwards  the  General  Court  was  aflembled  and  was 
informed  "  that  the  Commiffioners  had  drawn  up  a  declara- 
tion of  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  this  warre,  which  was 
openly  read  to  them." 

The  feffion  at  Bofton  lafted  until  the  ift  of  the  feventh 
month,  1645.] 

[138]  A  Declaration  of  former  Paffages  and  Proceedings 
betwixt  the  Englifh  and  the  Narrowganietts,  with  theire 
Confederats,  wherein  the  Grounds  and  Juftice  of  the 
enfueing  Warre  are  opened  and  cleared. 

Publiflied  '0+  by  Order  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  United 
Colonies  at  Bofton,  the  nth  of  the  6th  Month,  1645. 

T\\  E  moft  confiderable  p9.rt  of  the  Englifh  colonies  pro- 
fefle  they  came  into  thefe  parts  of  the  world  with  defire 
to  advance  the  kingdome  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to 
enjoy  his  precious  ordinances  with  peace  ;  and  (to  his  praife 
they  confefle)  he  hrth  not  failed  theire  expedation  hitherto, 
they  have  found  fafety,  warmth  and  refreftiing  under  his 
wings,  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  theire  foules.  But  they  know  and 
have  confidered  that  theire  Lord  and  Mafter  is  Kiiig  of 
righteoufnes  and  peace,  that  he  gives  anfwerable  lawes,  and 
cafts  his  fubjeds  intofuch  a  mould  and  frame,  that  (in  theire 
weake  meafure)  they  may  hould  forth  his  vertues  in  theire 
courfe  and  carriage,  not  onely  with  the  nations  of  Europe, 
but  with  the  barbarous  natives  of  this  wildernes.  And  ac- 
cordingly, both  in  their  treaties  and  converfe,  they  have  had 
an  awfull  refped  to  divine  rules,  endeavouring  to  walke  up- 
rightly and  i^noffenfively,  and  in  the  middeft  of  many  injuries 

and 
'"''  Made  publick.     I  never  met  with  it  in  print.     H. 
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and  infolencies,  to  exercife  much  patience  and  long  fufFrance 
towards  them. 

The  Pequotts  grew  to  an  excefie  of  violence  and  outrage, 
and  proudly  turned  afide  from  all  wayes  of  juftice  and  peace, 
before  the  fword  was  drawne  or  any  hoftile  attempts  made 
againft  them.  During  thofe  warres,  and  after  the  Peqotts 
were  fubdued,  the  Englifh  Colonies  were  carefull  to  continue 
and  eftablifh  peace  with  the  reft  of  the  Indians,  both  for  the 
prefent  and  for  pofterity,  as  by  feverall  treatyes  with  the 
Narrowganfet  and  Mohiggin  Sagamores  may  appeare.  Which 
treaties,  for  a  v.'hile  [139]  were  in  fome  good  meafure  duelyob- 
ferved  by  all  the  Indians  ;  but,  of  late,  the  Narrowganfets, 
and  efpecially  the  Nyanticks  theire  confederats,  have  many 
wayes  injurioufly  broken  and  violated  the  fame,  by  intertaine- 
ing  and  keeping  amongft  them,  not  onely  many  of  the  Pequot 
nation,  but  fuch  of  them  as  have  had  theire  hands  in  the 
blood  and  murther  of  the  Englifh,  feizing  and  pofTeffing  at 
leaft  a  part  of  the  Pequot  country  ;  which,  by  right  of  con- 
queft,  appertaines  to  the  Englifh;  by  alluring  or  harbouring 
and  withoulding  feverall  Pequot  captives  fled  from  the  Eng- 
lilh,  and  making  proud  and  infolent  returnes  when  they  were 
redemanded.  And,  more  lately,  the  Englifh  had  manie 
ftrong  and  concurrent  Indian  teftimonies  from  Long  Ifland, 
Uncoway,  Hartford,  Kinnibeck,  105  and  other  parts,  of  Mian- 
tonimoes  ambitious  defignes,  travelling  through  all  the  planta- 
tions of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  and,  by  promifes  and 
gifts,  labouring  to  make  himfelfe  their  univerfal  Sagamore 
or  governor,  perfuadeing  and  engageing  them,  at  once,  to 
cut  off  the  whole  bodie  of  the  Englifh  in  thofe  parts.  Which 
treacherous  plotts  were  confirmed  by  the  Indians  generall 
preparations  meffages,  infolencies  and  outrages  againft  the 
Englifh  and  fuch  Indians  as  were  fubjedts  or  friends  to  them  ; 
fo  that  the  Englifh  colonies,  to  theire  greate  charge  and 
damage,  were  forced  to  arme,  to  keep  ftrong  wa'tch,  day  and 

night, 
105  Hinman  lays  that  the  word  in  the  Hartford  copy  looks  more  hke  Enebeck.  W. 
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night,  and  fome  of  them  to  travell  with  convoyes  from  one 
plantation  to  another,  and  when  Miantonimo,  in  his  circular 
travell,  was  queftioned  at  Newhaven  concerneing  thefe  things, 
inftead  of  other  and  better  fatisfadlion,  he  threatned  to  cutt 
off  any  Indians  head  that  fhould  lay  fuch  a  charge  upon  him 
to  his  face. 

The  commiflioners,  by  the  premifles,  obferved  Miantoni- 
moes  proud  and  treacherous  difpofition,  yet  thought  not  fitt 
to  proceed  againft  him  in  that  refped,  till  they  had  colledled 
more  legal  and  convinceing  proofe. 

But  while  thefe  things  were  under  deliberation,  Miantonimo 
was  brought  prifoner  by  Uncas  to  Hartford,  and  the  cafe 
being  opened  and  cleared  as  followeth,  he  craved  the  com- 
miffioners  advife  how  to  proceed  with  him. 

[140]  It  appeared  that  in  a  treatie  made  with  the  Eng- 
lifh,  at  the  Maffachufetts  Anno  1637,  Miantonimo  engaged 
himfelfe  not  to  fight  with  any  of  the  Indians,  and  particularly 
not  to  invade  Uncas  without  the  Englifh  confent;  and  after 
in  a  tripartite  agreement  made  and  concluded  at  Hartford 
betwixt  Miantonimo  and  Uncas  with  reference  to  the  Eng- 
lifh.  Anno  1638,  in  which  one  of  the  articles  runns,  Th;  t 
though  either  of  the  faid  Indian  Sagamores  fhould  receive 
■injury  from  the  other,  yet  neither  of  them  fhall  make  or  be- 
gin warre,  untill  they  had  appealed  to  the  Englifh,  and  till 
their  grievances  were  firft  heard  and  determined,  and  if  either 
of  them  fhould  refufe,  the  Englifh  might  afTift  againft:,  and 
compell  the  refufeing  and  obflinate  partie. 

Notwithflanding  which,  Miantonimo  and  his  confederates 
have  both  forcibly  and  openly  plotted  and  pradifed  againft 
the  life  of  Uncas  not  at  all  acquainting  the  Englifh  or  advif- 
ing  with  them  ;  but  more  efpecially  of  late,  fince  the  fore- 
mentioned  plotts  and  defignes  were  in  hand. 

Firft  a  Pequott  Indian,  one  of  Uncas  his  fubjeds.  In  the 
fpring  i'643,  ayming  at  Uncas  life,  fhot  him  with  an  arrow 
through  the  arme,  and  prefently   fled  to  the  Narrowganfetts 

to 
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or  their  confederates,  boafting  in  the  Indian  plantations  that 
he  had  killed  Uncas.  But  when  it  was  known  that  Uncas 
(though  wounded)  was  alive,  the  Pequot  (taught  as  was  fup- 
pofed)  changed  his  note,  affirming  that  Uncas  had  cut  through 
his  owne  arm  with  a  flint,  and  had  hired  him  to  fay  he  had 
fhott  and  killea  him. 

Miantonimo,  being  fent  for  by  the  governour  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  upon  another  occafion,  brought  this  Pequott  with 
him  and  would  have  covered  him  with  t'^e  former  difguife, 
but  when  the  Englifh,  out  of  his  own  mouth,  found  him 
guilty  and  would  have  fent  him  to  Uncas  his  Sagamore,  Mi- 
ai  tonimo  earneftly  defired  he  might  not  be  taken  out  of  his 
hands,  promifing  he  would  fend  him  fafe  to  Uncas  to  be  ex- 
amined and  punifhed. 

But  feareing  (as  it  feems)  his  own  treachery  would  be  dif- 
covered  in  a  day  or  twoe,  he  flopped  the  Pequotts  mouth  by 
cutting  off  his  heade ;  but  at  parting  he  tould  [141]  the 
governour  in  difcontent  that  he  would  come  no  more  to 
Bofton. 

After  this  fome  attempts  were  made  (as  is  reported)  to 
take  away  Uncas  life  by  poyfon,  and  by  forcery  ;  thefe 
faileing,  fome  of  Sequaflbns  companie  (an  Indian  Saga- 
more allyed  unto  and  an  intimate  confederate  with  Mianto-' 
nimo)  fhott  at  Uncas,  with  an  arrow  or  two,  as  he  was  goeing 
downe  Conned;icut  river. 

Uncas,  according  to  the  forementioned  treatie  (1638) 
complained,  and  the  Englifh,  by  mediation,  fought  to  make 
peace,  but  Sequaflbn  expreffing  his  dependance  on  Mianto-' 
nimo  refufed,  and  chofe  warre.  They  fought  and  Uncas  had 
the  vidory. 

Laftly,  Miantonimo,  without  any  provocation  from  Uncas 
(unlefs  the  difappointment  of  former  plotts  provoked)  and 
fuddenly,  without  denouncing  warre,  came  upon  the  Moheg- 
gins  with  900  or  1000  men,  when  Uncas  had  not"  halfe  fo 
many  to  defend  himfelfe.     Uncas,  before  the  battle,  tould 

Miantonimo 
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Miantonimo  that  he  had  many  ^ayes  fought  his  life,  and  for 
the  fparing  of  bloud  offered  by  a  fingle  combate  betwixt 
themfelves  to  end  the  quarrell.  But  Miantonimo  prefuming 
upon  his  number  of  men,  would  have  nothing  but  a  battle. 
The  iffue  fell  contrary  to  expedlation,  his  men  were  routed, 
divers  of  confiderable  note  flaine,  and  himfelfe  taken  prifoner. 

Thefe  things  being  duely  weighed,  the  commiffioners  judged 
that  Uncas  could  not  be  fafe  while  Miantonimo  lived: 
Wherefore,  they  thought  he  might  juftly  put  fuch  a  treach- 
erous and  blood-thirfty  enemy  to  death  ;  but  advifed  him  to 
doe  it  in  his  owne  jurifdiftion,  without  torture  or  cruelty.'°7 

And  Uncas,  having  hither::o  fhewed  himfelfe  a  friend  to 
the  Englifh,  and  in  this  and  former  outrages  (according  to 
the  treatie)  craveing  theire  advife,  if  the  Narrowganfetts  or 
their  confederates  fhould,  for  his  juft  execution,  unjuftly 
affault  him,  the  commiffioners  for  the  colonies  promifed  to 
affifl  and  proted  him. 

[142]  Uncas  hereupon  flew  an  ennemie,  but  not  the  en- 
mity againft  him.  The  Narrowganfetts  foon  fell  to  new 
contrivements.  They  pretended  they  had  payd  a  ranfome 
for  theire  Sachems  life,  and  gave  in  particulars  to  the  value 
of  about  fourty  pounds.  This,  for  a  while,  caft  an  imputa^ 
tion  of  foule  and  unjuft  dealing  upon  Uncas  :  But,  in  Sep- 
tember 1644,  the  Engliffi  commiffioners,  meeting  at  Hartford, 
fent  for  the  Narrowganfett  Sachems,  or  theire  deputies, 
defireingthey  might  be  inftrudted  to  make  good  theire  charge. 

Uncas  came  himfelfe;  they  fent  theire  deputies.  But  after 
due  examination  it  appeared,  though  fome  loofe  difcourfe 
had  paffed  that,  for  fuch  quantities  of  waompum  and  fuch 
parcells  of  other  goods,  to  a  greate  value,  there  might  have 
been  fome  probability  of  fpareing  his  life,  yet  no  fuch  par- 
cells  were  brought,  and  the   Narrowganfett  deputies  did  not 

alledge 

i'''  The  bell  that  can  be  faid  of  this  advice  is,  that  it  was  politick.  Miantoni- 
mo was  a  man  of  great  fpirit.  The  Englilh  were  in  more  fear  of  him  than  of  any 
other  Indian  upon  the  continent.     H. 
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alledge,  much  lefle  prove,  that  any  ranfome  was  agreed,  nor 
fo  much  as  any  ferious  treatie  begun  to  redeeme  theire  im- 
prifoned  Sachem  ;  and  as  for  the  waompum  and  goods  fent, 
as  they  were  but  fmall  parcells,  nnd  fcarce  confiderable  for 
fuch  a  purpofe,  fo  they  were  difpofed  of  by  Miimtonimo 
himfelfe,  to  fundry  perfons,  for  curtefies  received  during  his 
imprifonment,  and  upon  hope  of  further  favour. 

The  Narrowganfett  deputies  faw  theire  proofes  fell  farre 
fhort  of  former  pretences,  and  were  filent.  The  commiffioners 
promifed  that,  upon  better  evidence  hereafter,  they  fhould 
have  due  fatisfaftion. 

Whereupon  a  truce  was  made,  and  both  parties  were  in- 
gaged  that  all  hoftility  fhould  ceafe  till  planting  time  1645, 
and  after  that  they  would  give  thirty  dayes  warneing  either 
at  the  M  aflachufetts  or  Hartford  before  the  truce  fhould 
ceafe.  Yet  in  February  laft,  the  Narrowganfetts  by  meffen- 
gers  fent  to  Bofton,  declared  that  unlefs  Uncas  would  render 
160  fadom  of  waompum,  or  come  to  a  new  heareing  within 
fix  weekes  they  would  begin  the  warre. 

This  crofTed  the  former  agreement,  and  the  feafon  was 
fuch  that  neither  the  commiffioners  could  be  advifed  with, 
nor  could  Uncas  travel  if  notice  had  been  given.  After 
which  about  or  before  planting  time  Tantaqueifon'°^  a  Mo- 
hegin  [143]  captaine  who'  took  Miantonimo  prifoner  was 
dangeroufly  and  treacheroufly  wounded,  at  night,  as  he 
flept  in  his  wigwam,  an  other  hoflile  arts  were  on  both  parts 
attempted  in  a  private  and  underhand  way,  as  they  could 
take  advantage  one  againfh  the  other. 

But  fince  the  Narrowganfetts  have  at  feveral  times  openly 
invaded  Uncas  fo  that  Connedlicut  and  New- Haven  were 
forced,  according  to  ingagement,  to  fend  men  from  thofe 
colonies  for  his  prefent  defence,  but  with  expreffe  direction 
not  to  begin  any  ofFenfive  warre  againll:  the  Narrowganfetts 
or  their  confederates  till  further  order. 

In 
1"*  The  Plymouth  copy  reads  Tantoquefon ;  Hinman  reads  Tantoquayfon.  W. 
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In  the  mean  time,  meflengers  were  fent  to  the  Narrowgan- 
fetts  from  the  generall  court  in  the  Maflachufetts  fignifyeing 
the  conimiffioners  meeteing,  promifing  their  grievances 
fhould  be  fully  andjuftly  heard;  and  requiring  a  ceflation  of 
warre  in  the  meane  time,  but  they  refufed ;  and  heareing, 
probably,  that  the  Englifh  from  the  Wefterne  colonies  were 
returned,  they  made  a  new  aflault  upon  Uncas,  and/have 
done  him  much  hurt. 

The  commiffioners  being  met  fent  meflengers,  the  fecond 
time,  both  to  the  Narrowganfetts  and  Moheggin  Indians, 
minding  them  of  the  former  treatie  and  truce,  defiring  them 
to  fend  their  deputies  inftrufted  and  furnifhed  with  authority 
to  declare  and  open  the  grounds  of  the  warr,  to  give  and  re- 
ceive due  fatisfaftion,  and  to  reftore  and  fettle  peace. 

At  firft,  the  Narrowganfett  Sachem  gave  a  reafonable  and 
faire  anfwer,  that  he  would  fend  guides  with  them  to  the  Mo- 
heggins,  and  if  Uncas  permitted  he  would  fend  his  deputies  to 
the  commiffioners,  and,  during  eight  4ayes,  hoftility  fhould 
ceafe  ;  but  he  foone  repented  of  his  moderation,  tould  the 
Englilht  meffengers  his  mind  was  changed,  fent  private  in- 
flirudtions  to  the  Nyantick  Sachem,  after  the  deHvery  of 
which  there  was  nothing  but  proud  and  infolent  paflages  ;  the 
Indian  guides  which  the  Englifh  meffengers  brought  with 
them  from  Pumham  and  Soconoco,'°9  were  by  frownes  and 
threatning  fpeeches  difcouraged,  and  returned ;  no  other 
guides  could  be  obtained,  though  much  prefTed  ;  they  knew 
(as  they  exprefTed  themfelves)  by  the  courfe  held  at  Hartford 
the  lafi  yeare,  that  the  commiffioners  [144]  would  mediate 
and  prefTe  for  peice,  but  they  were  refolved  to  have  no  peace 
without  Uncas  his  head,  it  m;  ttered  not  who  began  the  ,  arre, 
they  were  refo'ved  to  continue  it ;  the  Englifh  fhould  with- 
drawe  theire  garrifon  from  Uncas,  or  they  would  take  it  as  a 
breach  of  former  covenants,  and  would  procure  as  many  Mo- 
quakes"°  as  the  Englifh  fhould  affront  them  with  ;  that  they 

would 

10"  The  Plymouth  copy  reads  Sokakanoco.     W. 

11"  Maquas  or  Mohawks.     H.     The  Plymouth  copy  reads  Mowhauges.     W. 
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would  'ay  the  English  cattle  on  heapes  as  high  as  theire 
houfes  ;  that  no  Englifh  man  fhould  ftepp  out  of  his  houfe 
to  pifle,  but  he  fhould  be  killed. 

They  reviled  Uncas,  charged  him  with  cutting  through  his 
owne  arme,  and  faying  the  Narrowganfetts  had  fhott  him  ; 
affirmed,  that  he  would  now  murder  the  Englifh  mefTengers, 
as  they  went  or  returned,  (if  he  had  opportunity)  and  lay  it 
upon  the  Narrowganfetts. 

The  Englifh  meffengers,  upon  this  rude  and  uncivill 
ufage,  wanting  guides  to  proceed,  and  fearing  danger,  re- 
turned to  the  Narrowganfetts,  acquainted  Peficus  with  the 
former  paflages,  and  defired  guides  from  him,  he  (in  fcorne, 
as  they  apprehended  it)  offered  them  an  old  Pequot  fquawe, 
but  would  afford  no  other  guides.  There  alio  they  con- 
ceived themfelves  to  be  in  danger,  three  Indians  with  hatchets 
{landing  behind  the  interpreter  in  a  fufpicious  manner,  whilfl 
he  was  fpeaking  with  Peficus,  and  the  reft  frowneing  and  ex- 
preffing  much  diftemper  in  theire  countenance  and  carriage. 
The  Englifh  meffengers,  not  hopeing  for  better  fuccefTe  at 
that  time,  departed  ;  telling  Peficus,  that  if  he  would  returne 
any  other  anfwer,  he  fhould  fend  it  to  the  Englifh  tradeing 
houfe,  where  they  intended  to  lodge  that  night.  In  the 
morning,  he*^  invited  them  to  returne,  and  promifed  them  a 
guide  to  Uncas,  but  would  grant  no  ceffation  of  armes. 
When  they  came  to  Providence,  they  underflood  that,  in 
their  abfence,  a  Narrowganfett  Indian  had  been  there,  and 
faineing  himfelfe  to  be  of  Connefticot,  fpake  in  that  dialed, 
but  could  not  put  off  the  Narrowganfett  tone.  He  tould 
Benedift  Arnolds  wife  (who  well  underflands  the  Indian  lan- 
guage) that  the  Englifh  meffengers  fhould  not  paffe  to  the 
Moheggins  ;  [145]  he  knew  they  fhould  have  no  guides,  but 
fhould  be  deflro^ed  in  the  woods,  as  they  travelled  towards 
Uncas. 

Thus  the  Englifh  meffengers  returned,  and  the  interpreter, 
under  his  hand  and  upon  his  oath,  related  the  former  paf- 
fages,  with  others  leffe  materiall,  more  largely. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Williams,  by  the  meflengers,  wrote  to  the  com- 
miffioners.  aflureing  them  that  the  country  would  fuddenly 
be  all  on  fire,  meaneing  by  warre  ;  ■  that,  by  ftrong  reafons 
and  arguments,"  he  could  convince  any  man  thereof  that  was 
of  another  mind  ;  that  the  Narrowganfetts  had  been  with  the 
plantations  combined  with  Providence  and  had  folemnly 
treated  and  fettled  a  neutrality  with  them,  which  fully  fhewes 
their  councells  and  refolutions  for  warre. 

Thus  while  the  commiffioners,  in  care  of  the  public  peace, 
fought  to  quench  the  fire  kindled  amongft  the  Indians,  thefe 
children  of  ftrife  breath  out  threatnings,  provocations  and 
warre  againft  the  Englifh,  themfelves.  So  that  unles  they 
ftiould  difhonor  and  provoke  God,  by  violating  a  juft  ingage- 
ment,  and  expofe  the  colonies  to  contempt  and  danger  from 
the  Barbarians,  they  cannot  but  exercife  force,  when  no  other 
meanes  will  prevaile,  to  reduce  the  Narrowganfetts  and 
theire  confederates  to  a  more  juft  and  fober  temper. 

The  eyes  of  other  Indians,  under  the  proteftion  of  the 
Maflachufetts  and  not  at  all  ingaged  in  this  quarrell,  are  (as 
they  have  exprefled  themfelves  to  the  Englifh  meffengers) 
faftned  upon  the  Englifh  with  ftrict  obfervation,  in  what 
manner  and  meafure  they  provide  for  Uncas  fafety.  If  he 
perifli,  they  will  charge  it  upon  them,  who  might  have  pre- 
ferved  him  ;  and  no  Indians  will  truft  the  Englifh,  if  they 
now  breake  ingagement,  either  in  the  prefent  or  fucceeding 
generations.  If  Uncas  be  ruined  in  fuch  a  caufe,  they  fore- 
fee  theire  heads,  upon  the  next  pretence,  fhall  be  delivered  to 
the  will  of  the  Narrowganfetts,  with  whom  therefore  they 
fhall  be  forced  to  comply  as  they  may,  for  theire  future 
fafety,  and  the  Englifh  may  not  truft  an  Indian  in  the  whole 
country.  The  premiffes  being  duly  weighed,  it  clearely  ap- 
pears that  God  calls  the  colonifts  to  a  warre. 

[147]  The  Narrowganfetts  and  theire  confederates  reft  on 
their  numbers,  weapons  and  opportunities  to  doe  mifchief, 
and  probably  as  of  ould,  Afhur,  Amaleck,  and  the  Philiftines, 

with 
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with  others,  did  confederate  againft  Ifrael,  fo  Satan  may  ft ir re 
upp  and  combine  many  of  his  inftruments  againftt  the  churches 
ofChrift:  But  their  Redeemer  is  the  Lord  of  Hoaftes,  the 
mighty  one  in  battaile,  all  the  fhields  of  the  earth  are  in  his 
hands,  he  can  fave  by  few  or  by  weake  meanes,  as  well  as  by 
many  and  greate.      In  him  they  truft. 


Convention  inter  lohannem  Endecott,  Gubernatorem 
MalTachufets  in  Nova  Anglia,  et  reliquos  Magiftratus 
ibidem,  et  Dominum  Marie,  Delegatum  Domini  Aul- 
nay,  Militis,  Gubernatoris  et  Deputatus  Sereniffimi 
Regis  Gallise  in  Acadia,  Provincia  Novae  Francice, 
fadla  et  firmata  apud  Bofton  in  MalTachufets  predidlum, 
8.  Die  Menfis  8.   1644. 

DO  MINUS  Gubernator  et  reliqui  Magiftratus  promit- 
tunt  Domino  Marie  pr^difto,  quod  illi  et  omnes  Angli 
infra  jurildiftionem  MalTachufets  in  Nova  Anglia  firmam 
pacem  colent  et  fervabunt  cum  Domino  D'Aulnay,  Guberna- 

tore, 

111  The  volume  of  Proceedings  of  the  CommifTioners  contains  the  following 
articles  of  peace  with  D'Aulnay.  "  The  ratification  was  drawn  up  as  followeth 
in  Englifh  (but  it  was  tranflated  into  Latin)  and  under  the  former  agreement  ex- 
emplyfyed."  As  Hutchinfon  prints  only  the  Latin  form,  a  portion  of  which  mss. 
is  preferved  in  his  papers  in  the  MaiT.  Hift.  Society's  Library,  the  original  EngUfli 
document  is  here  reprinted. 

An  agreement  between  Jno.  Endicott  Governour  of  ye  MalTachufets  in  New- 
Isngland  and  the  rell  of  the  Magiftrates  there,  and  Mens''.  Marie,  Commiffioner 
for  Monsr.  de  Aulnay,  Knt,  Governour  and  Lieftenant  of  his  highnes  the  King  of 
France,  in  Accaday,  a  province  of  New  France,  m.ade  and  confirmed  at  Bofton  in 
the  MalTachufets  aforefaid,  the  8th  of  8,  1644. 

The  Gou'rnor  and  Magiftrates  doe  promife  to  Mons.  Marie  aforefaid,  that  they 
and  all  the  Englifh  within  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  MalTachufets  in  New  England, 
ftiall  obferve  and  keep  firme  peace  with  Mo'r  De  Aulney,  Gouv'nor  &c.  and  alj 
the  French  under  his  gov'mt  in  Accady ;  and  allfoe  Mor.  Marie  promifeth  for 
Mor  de  Aulney  that  he  and  all  his  people  fhall  keep  firme  peace  allfoe  with  the 
Gouv'nor  and  Magiftrates  aforefaid,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  fayd  jurifdiftion 
of  the  MalTachufets ;    that  it  fhall  be  lawfull  for  all  their  people  as  well  French  as 
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tore,  &c.  et  omnibus  Gallis  fub  poteftate  ejus  in  Acadia, 
&c.  Et  Dominus  Marie  promittit  pro  Domino  D'Aulnay, 
quod  ille  et  homims  ejus  firmam  pacem  fervabunt,  etiam 
cumGubernatore  et  Magiftratibus  praediftis  et  omnibus  in- 
habitantibus  in  jurifdiftione  Maflachufets  praedido.  Et  quod 
bene  licebit  omnibus  hominibus,  tam  Gallis  quam  Anglis, 
muti^a  commercia  exercere  inter  fe  ;  ita  ut,  fi  aliqua  occafio 
ofFenfionis  acciderit,  neuter  eorum  attentabit  aliquid  hoftili 
modo  contra  alterum,  nifi  manifeftatio  et   querela  de   injuria 

prius 
Englifh  to  trade  each  with  other,  fo  as  if  any  occafion  of  offence  fhould  happen 
neither  of  them  fliall  attempt  anything  againft  the  other  in  a  hoftile  way,  except 
complaynt  and  manifcftation  of  the  injury  be  firft  made,  and  fatistaftion  according 
to  equity  be  not  given.  Provided  allwayes  that  the  Gou'rnor  and  Magiftrates 
aforefayd  be  not  bound  to  reftraine  their  merchants  from  tradeing  with  their 
{hips  with  what  people  foever,  whether  French  or  others,  in  what  place  foever  in- 
habiting. Provided  allfoe  that  the  full  ratification  and  conclufion  of  this  agreement 
be  referd  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New 
England  for  the  continuance  or  abrogation  thereof,  and  in  the  meaijfime  to  re- 
mayne  firme  and  inviolable. 

The  Commiffioners  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New  England  having  perufed 
and  confidered  the  agreement  and  articles  above  written,  and  being  defirous  that 
a  firme  and  generall  peace  might  be  mayntayned  between  the  Englifh  and  all 
their  neighbours  that  evrie  one  might  purfue  the  common  intention  of  fubduing 
this  wildernefTe  for  the  ufe  of  man  in  that  way  for  which  the  earth  was  firft  given 
to  the  fonnes  of  Adam,  and  for  bringing  thefe  barbourous  people  firft  to  civility 
and  foe  by  divine  affiftance  to  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrirt,  it  feems  fitt  and  necessary  unto  them  that  the  agreement  and  articles  before 
fpecified  comprehending  therein  all  the  fayd  United  Colonies,  fhould  be  confirmed. 
But  whereas  there  are  certain  queftions  and  injuries  on  'both  parts  alledged  and 
charged,  the  Commiffioners  are  willing  that  in  due  tyme  and  place  the  fame  fhall 
be  fully  heard  and  compofed  according  to  juftice,  and  that  peace  in  the  meane 
tyme  be  fully  and  firmly  kept  by  the  Englisfh  Colonies,  according  to  the  late  agree- 
ment. Provided  that  Mon'r  de  Aulney  under  his  owne  hand  doe  confirme  and 
obferve  the  fame. 

Thefe  foregoing  conclufions  were  fubfcribed  by  the  Commiffioners  for  the 
feveral  jurifdiflions  this  fecond  of  September,  1645. 

John  Winthrop  Prefd't  George  Ffenwick 

Herbert  Pelham  Edward  Hopkins 

Thomas  Prence  Theoph.  Eaton 

John  Browne  Stephen  Goodyeare 

W. 
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prius  fadta,  ac  fatisfadtione  fecundum  aequitatem  non  praeftita. 
Provifo  Temper,  quod  Dominus  Gubernator  et  Magiftratus 
praedi(5li  non  tentantur  cohibere  mercatore  fuos  commercia 
exercere  cum  navibus  fuis  cum  quibufcunque  hominibus,  five 
Gallis  five  [147]  aliis  ubicunque  locorum  degentibus.  Pro- 
vifo etiam,  quod  plena  ratificatio  et  conclufio  hujus  conven- 
tionis  ad  proximum  conventum  Delegatorum  Confaedera- 
tarum  Coloniarum  Novae  Angliae  deferatur,  pro  continua- 
tione  vel  abrogatione  ejufdem,  et  interim  firma  et  inviolate 
manebit. 


CONVENTIONE  et  articulis  fijprafcriptis  a  Delegatis 
Confasderatarum  Coloniarum  Novae  Angliae  praeled:is  et 
matura  confideratione  eorum  habitis,  cum  in  animis  eorum 
Temper  fuerit,  ut  pax  firma  et  perpetua  inter  omnes  Ang- 
los et  propinquos  eorum  univerfos  inftaurata  maneret :  Ita 
ut  unufquifque  communem  omnium  intentionem  incultae 
hujus  regionis  in  ufum  humani  generis  (qua  ratione  uni- 
verfa  terra  a  Deo  primo  Adami  filiis  donata  fuit)  fubigendae 
profequatur,  nee  non  ut  barbaras  has  gentes,  bonis  mori- 
bus  prius  inflirudtas,  ad  veri  Dei  et  Domini  noftri  Jefu 
Chrifti  cognitionem  (Divino  favente  Numine)  tandem 
perducamus,  aequem  et  necefTarium  illis.  videtur,  ut  con- 
ventio  et  articuli  prsedidta  (omnibus  confsederatis  Coloniis 
proediftis  in  illis  una  comprehenfis)  confirmare  debeant. 
Sed  cum  plurimae  quseftiones  et  injurise  ex  utraque  parte  et 
alligatae  et  objedae  fint,  Delegati  eafdem,  opportune  tem- 
pore et  loco  exaudire  et  fecundum  juftitise  normam  com- 
poni,  et  interea  pace  a  confederatis  Novae  Angliae  Coloniis 
pleneet  firmiter,  fecundum  conventionem  prsediftam,  con- 
fervari  volunt ;  ea  lege,  ut  Dominus  D' Aulnay  eandem, 
chirographo  fuo  fignatam,  confirmare  etiam  et  obfervare 
velit.  In  quorum  fidem  et  teftimonium,  Delegati  prae- 
difti  chirographa  fua  praefentibus  appofuerit. 

Datum 
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Datum  Bofton  in  Nova  Anglia  tertio  die  Septembris,  Anno 
Domini  1645. 

Jo.  Winthrop,  Praefes, 
Geo.  Fenwicke,       Herbert  Pelham,  Tho.   Prince, 

Edw.  Hopkins,  John    Browne, 

Theoph.  Eaton, 

Stephen  Goodyeare. 


[148]  Commiffioni'2  and  Inftruftions  from  the  Commif- 
onersof  the  United  Colonies  to  Maj.  Gibbons. 

TH  E  Commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies  of  New-Eng- 
land being  to  appoint  a  commander  in  chiefe,  over  all 
fuch  military  forces  as  are  to  be  fent  forth  and  employed,  not 
only  in  ayde  of  the  Moheggin  fachem,  but  alfo  againft  the 
Narrowganfett  and  Nian ticks  and  other  their  confederates, 
who  in  making  warre  upon  Uncas  the  Moheggin  fachem  con- 
trary to  former  treaties  and  agreements,  are  now  become  as 
well  our  enemies  as  his  in  regard  of  our  engagement.  The 
faid  commiffioners  having  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  piety, 
courage,  fkilland  difcretion  of  you  Major  Edward  Gibbones, 
doe  hereby  committ  unto  you  the  charge,  conduft,  command 
and  government  of  all  the  faid  military  forces,  with  all  fuch 
armes,  and  ammunition,  provifions  and  other  appurtenances, 

with 

"-  The  Record  of  the  Commiffioners  already  cited  gives  fome  particulars  as  to 
this  appointment.  It  feems  that  the  attion  of  the  Commiffioners  in  fending  off 
forty  men  to  aid  Uncas,  before  the  General  Court  met,  caufed  many  {harp  difcuf- 
fions.  It  was  finally  agreed  "  that  it  did  belong  to  the  Commiffioners  only  to  ap- 
point one  to  have  command  in  chief  over  all  the  forces  to  be  fent  from  the 
feveral  colonies,  and  therefore  defired  them  to  confider  of  a  man  fit  for  foe 
weighty  a  fervice.  The  Commiffioners  willing  to  fliow  all  refpeft  to  ye  Mafla- 
chufets,  agreed  to  make  choice  of  one  out  of  that  Colonic  ;  and  accordingly  divers 
able  and  fufficient  men  being  propounded  at  laft  they  made  choice  of  Major 
Gibbons."  The  commiffion  and  inftruftions  which  follow  have  been  collated 
with  the  Plymouth  copy.  The  fpelling  of  the  Indian  names  is  preferved  as  in 
Hutchinfon,  though  differing  from  the  other  copy.     W. 
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with  all  officers  thereto  appointed,  to  be  ordered  managed 
and  difpofed  of  upon  all  occafions  by  yourfelfe  and  your 
councell  of  warre,  according  to  the  courfe  of  military  difci- 
pline,  and  according  to  fuch  inftruftions  as  you  fhall  receive 
from  the  faid  commiffioners  from  the  time  of  your  fetting 
forth  in  your  march  untill  your  returne,  or  fufficient  dif- 
charge  fent  you  from  the  fame  authority.  You  have  power 
alfo  hereby  (with  advife  of  your  councell  of  warre)  to  ufe  and 
execute  martiall  diicipline  upon  all  oiFenders  and  delinquents 
as  occafion  f^all  be,  by  fynes,  corporall  punifhment,  and  cap- 
itall  punifhments  alfo  if  need  fhall  require.  And  all  perfons 
whatfoever  employed  under  you  in  this  fervice,  are  hereby 
required  to  yeeld  due  obedience  and  fubjeftion  to  all  your 
lawfull  commands,  according  to  the  quality  and  power  where- 
with you  are  hereby  invefted.  You  have  alfo  power  to 
command  and  order  all  fuch  barkes  and  other  veffels  which 
are  to  be  fett  forth  in  the  faid  fervice,  with  all  feamen,  foul- 
diers,  ammunition  and  provifions  in  them.  And  the  faid 
commiffioners  doe  hereby  conftitute  and  appoint  Capt.  Myles 
Standifh,  Capt.  John  Mafon,  Capt.  John  Leverett,  Lieut. 
Robert  Seeley  (or  fuch  [149]  other  as  fhall  have  chiefe  com- 
mand of  the  forces  coming  from  New-Haven)  Lieut.  Hum- 
phry Atherton,  and  the  reft  of  the  Lieutenants  under  your 
command,  to  be  your  councell  of  warre,  whereof  yourfelfe  to 
be  prefident,  and  to  have  a  cafting  voyce ;  and  you  and  your 
faid  councell  or  the  greater  number  thereof,  fhall  have  power 
from  tyme  to  tyme,  as  a  councell  of  warre,  to  manage  all 
affaires  concerning  the  fame,  and  to  joyne  to  you  any  other 
difcreet  and  able  officer  or  officers  to  be  of  your  faid  councell, 
as  you  fee  meete.  You  have  alfo  power  hereby,  upon  any 
neceffary  occafion  to  make  new  officers  and  to  give  them 
titles  futable  to  theire  places. 

Given  under  the  hands  of  the  faid  Commiffioners  at  Bofton, 
in  the  Maffachufetts,  this  19th  (6th)  1645. 

Inftruftions 
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Inftrudtions  for  Sergeant  Major  Gibbones,  commander 
in  cheife  of  our  military  forces,  and  for  fuch  as  are 
joyned  unto  him  in  a  councell  of  warr. 

WHEREAS  you  Sergeant  Major  Edward  Gibbones 
are  appointed  commapder  in  chiefe  of  all  fuch  forces 
as  are  or  {hall  be  fent  forth  of  the  feverall  colonies,  as  by 
your  commiffion  bearinge  the  date  of  thefe  prefents  doth 
more  fully  appeare,  and  whereas  there  is  joyned  to  you  by 
the  fame  authority,  as  a  councell  of  warre,  divers  of  your 
chiefe  officers,  perfons  of  approved  worth  and  fidelity,  as  in 
the  faid  commiffion  they  are  more  fully  expreffied  :  And 
whereas  the  caufe  and  fcope  of  this  expedition  is  not  onely 
to  ayde  the  Moheggins,  but  to  offend  and  invade  the  Nar- 
rowganfetts,  Nyanticks,  and  other  theire  confederates,  who, 
upon  making  warre  upon  Uncas  the  Moheggin  Sachem,  con- 
trary to  theire  ingagements,  are  become  as  well  our  enemies 
as  his :  Yet  it  being  the  earneft  defire  of  the  commiffioners, 
if  it  may  be  obtained  with  juftice,  honour  and  fafety,  to  pro- 
cure peace,  rather  than  to  profecute  warre ;  it  is  firft  com- 
mended to  your  good  difcretions  to  take  any  fitt  occafion, 
or  (if  with  fafety  you  may  without  any  confiderable  delay  or 
danger  to  your  proceedings)  to  ufe  meanes  to  drawe  on  fuch 
a  peace,  [150]  which  you  have  hereby  power  to  treate  and  con- 
clude, wherein  you  are  to  take  due  confideration  of  the 
charges  the  colonies  have  expended  in  the  warre,  which  you 
may  eftimate  by  the  numbers  of  men  fent  forth  at  feveral 
times,  by  their  continuance  abroad,  with  wages  and  pro- 
vifions  appertaineing.  And  of  the  damage  which  Uncas 
hath  fuftained  fince  the  warre  began,  wherein  it  were  meete 
(if  it  may  be  done  with  conveniency)  he  were  confulted  with, 
that  both  the  colonies  and  he  may  receive  juft  fatisfadion 
and  repaire  ;  which  if  the  Narrowganfetts  cannot  prefently 
make,  a  confiderable  part  may  be  paid  in  hand,  and  the  reft 
by  a  yearely  tribute ;  but  withal,  according  to  our  ingage- 
X  ments. 
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ments,  you  are  to  provide  for  Uncas  his  future  fafety,  that 
his  plantations  be  not  invaded,  that  his  men  and  fquawes  may 
attend  their  planting,  fifhing  and  other  occafions,  without 
feare  or  injury  ;  and  that  Offwomekin,  Pumham,  Soconolco, 
Cutchamekin,  and  other  Indians,  friends  or  fubjefts  to  the 
Englifh,  be  not  molefted,  which  will  difturb  the  peace  and 
draw  on  further  charge  and  inconvenience.  But  a  peace  well 
framed  will  hardly  befecured,  unlefs  either  fome  of  the  chiefe 
Sachems  deliver  their  fonnes  as  hoftages,  or  that  fome  con- 
fiderable  part  of  theire  country  be  yeelded  to  the  Englifh  for 
plantations,  wherein  there  may  be  forts  built  by  the  Englilh 
and  maintained  (at  leaft  in  part)  by  a  tribute  from  the  Nar- 
rowganfetts,  to  fecure  the  agreement.  And  it  might  proba- 
bly conduce  to  the  fettling  or  preferving  of  peace,  if  a  trade 
were  fettled  betwixt  the  colonies  and  them  ;  by  which  they 
might  be  fupplied  with  neceflaries,  but  peeces  and  powder 
kept  backe,  which  other  traders  furnifh  them  with.  If  you 
cannot  conclude  a  peace  with  them,  upon  the  termes  above 
mentioned  (to  prevent  greater  inconvenience)  you  may  abate 
fomewhat  of  our  charges,  and  of  the  damage  Uncas  hath  fuf- 
tained  :  But  much  care  muft  be  taken  to  fecure  both  our  and 
his  future  peace,  which,  if  it  may  be  done  by  raifing  forts 
and  keeping  garrifons  in  the  Narrowganfett  and  Nyantick 
countries,  at  theire  charge,  though  we  require  hoftages  as 
above,  they  may  be  reftored  when  the  fortifications  are  finifhed 
and  [151]  theire  payments  made;  and  the  articles  are  to  be 
agreed  and  confirmed  by  the  commiffioners  for  the  united 
colonies  at  theire  next  meeting,  otherwife  to  be  of  no  force. 
But  if  peace  may  not  be  obtained  in  fuch  a  way  as  is  before 
exprefled,  you  are  then  with  all  prudent  celerity  to  profecute 
with  force  of  armes  the  faid  Narrowganfetts  and  Nyanticks, 
and  all  fuch  as  fhall  affift  them,  until  you  may  (through  the 
Lords  affiftance)  have  fubdued  them  or  brought  them  to 
reafon.  And  if  the  neceffity  of  the  fervice  fhall  require  a 
further  ayde  of  men  or  provifions  (be  it  one  hundred,  more 


152]  ColleSiion  of  Papers.  171 

or  lefle)  upon  your  letters  of  advife  to  the  Governors  of  the 
feverall  colonies,  fupplies  fhall  be  fpeedily  fent  to  you,  ac- 
cording to  the  proportion  agreed. 

You  are  to  make  faire  warres,  without  exercifing  cruelty, 
and  not  to  put  to  death  fuch  as  you  fhall  take  captive,  if  you 
can  beftowe  them  without  danger  of  your  owne.  You  are  to 
ufe  your  beft  indeavours  to  gaine  the  enemies  canowes,  or 
utterly  to  deftroy  them,  and  herein  you  may  make  good  ufe 
of  the  Indians  our  confederates,  as  you  may  doe  upon  other 
occafions,  having  due  regard  to  the  honour  of  God,  who  is 
both  ourfword  and  fhield,  and  to  the  diftance  which  is  to  be 
obferved  betwixt  Chriftians  and  Barbarians,"3  as  well  in 
warres  as  in  other  negociations.  If  you  find  any  Englifh 
ftragglers,  traders  or  others,  whom  you  fhall  fufpect  to  give 
intelligence  or  to  furnifh  with  amies  and  ammunition,  or  to 
give  any  other  ayde  to  the  enemy,  you  may  fecure  them  and 
fend  them  to  Bofton.  All  other  of  our  countrymen,  carrying 
themfelves  peaceably  and  inoffenfively,  fhall  be  in  peace  by 
you,  and  if  you  have  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  any  of  their 
boates  or  veflels,  cattle,  provifion  or  other  goods,  you  fhall 
be  very  tender  of  endamaging  them,  and  you  fhall  give  them 
a  ticket  whereby  they  may  receive  due  fatisfadtion  from  the 
colonies  or  fome  of  them. 

[152]  When  you  fhall  meete  with  the  forces  which  come  from 
theconfederatesof  Plimouth,  Connedticot  and  New-Haven,  or 
any  of  them,  yourfelfe  and  the  councell  may  order  and  dif- 
pofe  of  them,  into  fuch  bodies  and  under  fuch  of  the  com- 
manders as  you  ihall  find  to  be  mofh  convenient,  and  mofl 
agreeable  to  the  fervice,  haveing  care  to  give  no  jufl  occafion 

of 
113  It  feems  ftrange  that  men  who  profefled  to  believe  that  God  hath  made  of 
one  blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  fhould  fo 
early  and  upon  every  occafion,  take  care  to  prcferve  this  diftinftion.  Perhaps 
nothing  has  more  effeftually  defeated  the  endeavours  for  chriftianizing  the  Indians. 
It  feems  to  have  done  more  :  To  have  funk  their  fpirits,  led  them  to  intemperance, 
and  extirpated  the  whole  race.     H. 
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of  offence  or  difcontent  to  any  of  the  commanders  or  officers 
of  any  of  the  colonies. 

We  doubt  not  but  yourfelfe  and  your  councell  knowing 
well  how  precious  the  lives  and  healths  of  our  men  are 
among  all  our  colonies,  and  how  greate  charge  this  warre  is 
like  to  bring  upon  us,  will  be  very  careful  in  preferving  and 
hufbanding  both  to  the  bed  advantage ;  fo  as  we  fhall  not 
need  to  give  you  any  inftrudions  and  diredtions  about  the 
fame,  but  fhall  reft  fatisfyed  in  the  confidence  we  have  of 
your  wifdome  and  faithfulnes  to  be  improved,  through  the 
Lords  affiftance  and  bleffing  upon  you,  in  this  fervice,  for  his 
owne  glory  and  his  peoples  fafety  and  profperity  in  this  wil- 
dernes. 

If  the  enemy  flie,  fo  that  you  cannot  come  to  fight  with 
him,  it  may  be  expedient  that  you  build  one  or  more  fortifi- 
cations in  the  moft  convenient  places  of  the  Narrowganfet  or 
Nyantick  countries,  into  which  you  may  by  the  helpe  of  the 
Indians  our  friends,  gather  and  preferve  the  enemies  corne 
and  other  goods  for  the  advantage  of  the  fervice. 

Laftly,  (yet  above  all  the  reft)  we  commend  to  your 
chriftian  care  the  upholding  of  the  worfhip  of  God  in  your 
armie,  and  to  keepe  fuch  watch  over  the  converfation  of  all 
thofe  under  your  charge,  as  all  prophanenefs,  impiety,  abufe  of 
the  facred  name  of  God,  luxury,  and  other  diforders  may  be 
avoyded  or  duly  puniftied,  that  the  Lord  may  be  pleafed  to 
goe  forth  before  you,  and  profper  all  your  proceedings  and 
returne  you  to  us  in  peace,  which  we  fhall  dailie  pray  for. 
Boftonthe  19th  (6)  1645. 

[153]  Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Mr.  Edward  Winslow   to 
Governor  Winthrop.'H 
Honored  Sir, 

YOURS  I  long  fince  received  in  anfwer  of  my  requeft  in 
behalf  of  my  friend  Mr.  Sherley  and  thanke  you  for  your 

readines 
"■'  The  original  is  in  tiie  library  of  the  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society.     W. 
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readines  herein.  Sir,  I  had  written  to  you  long  fince,  but 
the  truth  is  I  could  neither  have  content  in  filence  or  writing, 
by  reafon  of  fome  unworthy  paflages  in  our  laft  generall 
court,  to  the  great  offence  of  our  Governor  Mr.  Prence,  my- 
felfe,  and  fundry  others.  In  the  middle  of  Oftober  we  had 
two  courts  fucceffively,  the  firft  being  the  laft  feffion  of  our 
eledion  court,  the  other  our  ordinary  quarter  court,  and  both 
generall  courts.  Before  either  of  thefe  two,  at  a  court  of 
affiftants,  other  things  giving  opportunity,  the  Governor, 
Mr.  Collier,  Capt.  Standifh,  and  myfelfe  being  there,  took 
into  confideration  a  matter  of  great  concernment,  as  we  ap- 
prehended, and  agreed  mutually  in  the  thing  as  neceflary  to 
propound  it  to  the  generall  court,  which  was  the  laft  feffion 
of  our  eleftion  court  :  Accordingly  it  was  propounded,  and 
after  a  whole  dales  agitation  it  was  allowed  and  entred  in  the 
wafte  booke,  there  being  but  one  deputy  againft  it,  and  he 
not  dired: ;  fave  onely,  as  he  thought,  it  did  not  properly 
concerne  that  court.  The  next  weeke,  being  in  courfe 
another  of  our  generall  courts,  came  more  of  our  magiftrates 
that  live  remote  and  were  not  with  us  either  at  the  court  of 
affiftants  or  the  foregoing  generall  court,  where  this  ad:  was 
done  ;  And  after  a  tumultuous  manner  excepted  againft  the 
entry  of  that  order,  as  pernicious  and  deftrudive  to  the  weale 
of  the  government,  with  very  many  unfeemly  termes  con- 
cerning others,  &c.  which  exception  of  hiswas  ftrengthened  by 
3  other  of  the  magiftrates,  one  whereof  had  joyned  with  us  twice 
before  and  now  againft  his  own  ad,  but  made  beforehand  by 
the  firft  excepter  as  well  as  the  other  two  and  many  of  the 
deputies:  They  cried  [154]  out  to  have  it  defaced  and 
crofted.  The  Governor  Mr.  Prence,  and  myfelfe,  would 
not  allow  it,  or  any  other  ad,  (Mr.  Collier  being  abfent  to  our 
greefe)  to  be  defaced;  but  if  hereafter  it  fliould  be  found  preju- 
diciall,  it  might  be  repealed  by  another  ad,  but  not  otherwife. 
In  briefe  (for  I  am  affiamed  to  mention  particulars,  efpecially 
to  write  them)  a  promife  was  made  that  it  ftiould  reft  till  the 

next 
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next  generall  court  and  nothing  be  done  in  it  :  And  then, 
when  court  and  country  had  duly  thought  of  it,  if  they 
thought  meet  to  repeale  it  they  might.  After  this,  the  firft 
excepter  having  been  obferved  to  tender  the  view  of  a  fcroule 
from  man  to  man,  it  came  at  length  to  be  tendered  to  my- 
felfe,  and  withall,  faid  he,  it  may  be  you  will  not  like  this. 
Having  read  it,  I  told  him  I  utterly  abhorred  it  as  fuch  as 
would  make  us  odious  to  all  chriftian  commonweales  :  But  at 
length  he  told  the  Governor  he  had  a  written  propofition 
to  be  propounded  to  the  court,  which  he  defired  the  court 
to  take  into  confideration,  and  according  to  order,  if  thought 
meet,  to  be  allowed  :  To  this  the  deputies  were  moft  made 
beforehand,  and  the  other  three  affiftants,  who  applauded  it 
as  their  Diana  ;  and  the  fum  of  it  was.  To  allow  and  main- 
taine  full  and  free  tollerance  of  religion  to  all  men  that  would 
preferve  the  civill  peace  and  fubmit  unto  government ;  and 
there  was  no  limitation  or  exception  againft  Turke,  Jew, 
Papift,  Arian,  Socinian,  Nicholaytan,  Familift,  or  any  other 
&c.  But  our  Governor  and  divers  of  us  having  exprefled  the 
fad  confequences  would  follow,  efpecially  myfelfe  and  Mr. 
Prence,  yet  notwithftanding  it  was  required,  according  to 
order,  to  be  voted  :  But  the  Governor  would  not  fuffer  it  to 
come  to  vote,  as  being  that  indeed  would  eate  out  the  power 
of  godlines,  &c. 

By  this  you  may  fee  that  all  the  troubles  of  N.  E.  are  not 
at  the  Maflachufets.  The  Lord  in  mercy  looke  upon  us, 
and  allay  this  fpirit  of  divifion  that  is  creeping  in  amongft 
us.  You  would  have  admired  to  have  feen  how  fweet  this 
carrion  relifhed  to  the  pallate  of  moft  of  the  deputies  !  What 
will  be  the  iflue  of  thefe  things  our  all-ordering  God  onely 
knows,  ©nly  we  know,  without  him,  [155]  it  (hall  never 
be  ;  and  thats  our  greateft  comfort :  But  if  he  have  fuch  a 
judgment  for  this  place,  I  truft,  we  fhall  finde  (I  fpeake  for 
many  of  us  that  groane  under  thefe  things)  a  refting  place 
amongft  you  for  the  foales  of  our  feet. 

I  had 
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I  had  not  thought  to  have  been  fo  long ;  but  if  you  have 
heard  of  the  particulars  and  the  perfons,  efpecially  the  ring- 
leader of  this  rout  (if  a  rout  might  be  in  a  lawfull  aflembly) 
by  this  generall  you  may  gather  the  more  infight  into  the 
particulars.  Thus,  faluting  you  and  all  yours,  defireing  my 
due  refpeds  may  be  tendered  to  your  Governor,  Mr.  Ende- 
cott,  Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  Bellingham,  Mr.  Saltonilall,  Mr. 
Nowell,  Mr.  Hibbins,  and  Mr.  Flint,  defireing  your  prayers, 
take   leave   and    remaine, 

Your  ever  loveing  friend, 

24  (9th)  1645.  Edw.  Winflow. 


Copy  of   a  Letter  from    Mr.  James    Parkeri'5    at   Bar- 
bados, to  Governor  Winthrop. 
Right  Worfliipfull, 

I  Cannot  but  out  of  that  refpedt  I  owe  your  felfe  prefente 
my  refpedts  to  you  in  thefe  few  lines,  and  to  give  you 
to  underftand  how  things  are  here  with  us  ;  we  gott  well  to 
this  ifland  of  Barbados  through  grace;  here  I  found  greate 
refpect  fince  my  coming  both  from  the  government  and  peo- 
ple, only  forry  I  have  been  to  heare  told  me  by  the  gover- 
nour  off  this  place  what  our  reverend  Mr.  Dudley  fhould 
publickly  fay  concerning  him.  The  man  feems  to  me  to  be 
wife,  moderate  in  his  way  and  temperate,  orthodox  in  his 
judgment,  and  I  hope  godly,  his  natural  temper  is  affable 
and  not  violente  ;  this  take  from  me  as  from  one  that  will  de- 
clare the  truth,  he  would  nourifli  and  honour  religion  ac- 
cording to  his  light,  only  herefies  (which  this  ifland  abounds 
withall)  he  expofeth.  [156]  A  kind  refpedive  friend  he  hath 
beene  to  me,  he  faith  he  defires  correfpondencie  with  you  off 
New-England,  and  many  able  to  come  hither,  as  by  my  let- 
ters may  appeare ;  I  may  be  miftaken,  but  love  thinks  noe  ill 
and  yet  not  blind. 

I  am 
115  I  fuppofe  he  was  afterwards  one  of  the  Minifters  of  Newbury.     H. 


176  ColleEiion  of  Papers.  ['57 

I  am  here  engaged  to  preach  only  for  the  prefent,  the  man- 
ner how  I  refer  you  to  Mr.  Wilfon,  to  whom  I  have  wrote 
and  Mr.  Cotton. 

The  ifland  fuites  very  well  with  my  temper  hitherto, 
through  bountie,  it  is  now  and  like  to  be  very  wealthy,  full 
of  fugar,  cotton,  indigo,  and  ginger,  fome  have  made  this 
yeare  off  one  acre  off  canes  about  4000  weight  of  fugar,  or- 
dinarily 3000.  Much  drought  now  oppreffeth,  and  I  won- 
der, in  the  eye  off  argument,  at  Gods  greate  patience  to  fo 
profaine  a  people  for  fwearing  and  drinking  as  the  vulgar  be. 
It  muft  certenly,  in  my  apprehenfion,  be  fome  ftrong  hand 
muft  reforme  them. 

I  would  not  be  tedious  to  you.  There  hath  this  yeare 
beene  brought  over  3  commiffions,  one  from  the  Earle  of 
Warwicke  and  commiffioners  with  him  to  command  this 
government  to  profefs  themfelves  for  the  parliament,  and  to 
lay  afide  their  neutralitie.  But  this  they  feem  not  to  em- 
brace, but  have  anfwered  it  thus,  profeffing  their  willingnefs 
to  be  ferviceable  to  the  kingdome,  their  honour  for  the  par- 
liament, but  their  yet  allegiance  to  the  King,  therefore  defired 
to  be  fpared  a  little  till  things  be  fettled. 

There  were  one  other  for  libertie  of  confcience,  that  they 
have  thus  anfwered,  that  they  are  not  unwilling  not  to  prefs 
any  mans  confcience  in  matters  of  ceremonie,  only  in  regard 
there  are  many  fefts  that  under  pretence  of  libertie  may  take 
occafion  to  denie  all  ordinances,  and  fo  confequently  the 
Lords  day,  therefore  this  they  would  require  of  all,  to  come 
to  the  publick  preaching,  and  that  fhall  be  fufficient. 

There  is  a  3d,  and  that  is  to  call  the  Governor  and  fome 
off  the  Councill  into  queftion  for  fome  pretended  adtsoff  in- 
juftice  here  paft.  And  thefe  things  to  be  examined  by  in- 
feriour  perfons  here,  and  that  not  off  the  beft  in  matter  of 
opinion,  and  that  feems  to  exafperate. 

[157]  For  foe  much,  if  I  fliould  be  demanded  how  I 
thinke  things  will  goe  here,  I  would  fay,  I  am  afrayde  when 

I  confider 
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I  confider  off  the  profanefs  off  the  place,  and  the  divifions 
that  are  here  and  like  to  be,  foe  much  I  certainly  would  fay, 
had  not  a  man  greater  arguments  to  carrie  hither  and  here, 
for  the  prefent,  to  flay  him  than  temporalis,  he  would  faile. 
How  oft  have  I  thought  in  my  hearte,  oh  howe  happie  are 
New  England  people  ! 

Not  only  thus,  but  even  in  refped:  off  temporalis,  for  the 
common  people,  that  have  but  meane  eftates,  are  very  meane 
in  refpedt  ofprovifions,  little  fle/h  if  any,  noe  bread  but  cafa- 
der,  a  bread  I  approve  not  off;  though  its  true  the  rich 
live  high. 

The  country  to  my  fenfe  is  not  very  hott,  but  that  which 
I  like  well  off;  and  a  man  with  about  200  off  pounds,  in  an 
ordinarie  way  off  providence,  might  quickly  gaine  an  eftate 
by  fugar,  which  thrives  wonderfully. 

Capt.  Middleton,  mafter  off  the  Parimour,  is  here  like  to 
fettle,  as  he  tells  me,  your  youngefl;  fonne  wente  from  New 
England  with  him  into  the  Straits. 

I  ceafe  to  write  any  newes'out  off  Old  England,  becaufe  I 
heare  Capt.  Leverate  came  out  with  theefe  fhips  here.  Only 
we  heare  fayd  the  King  defended  Scotland  with  600  horfe 
and  were  defeated  and  2  or  300  cutt  off.  We  heare  he  is 
come  to  the  citie,  but  noe  certaintie  off  that. 

I  have  yet  fente  for  my  wife  to  me,  in  the  midft  off  theefe 
greate  diftraftions,  I  fhall  be  glad  to  heare  from  yourfelff. 
Sorry  I  am  that  I  have  not  to  exprefs  my  dear  engagement  to 
your  perfon.  Whether  I  (hall  returne  for  New  England  I 
know  not.  Only  this,  I  thinke  I  fhall,  and  I  pray  New  Eng- 
land may  not  forgett  your  greate  labour  there  and  your  fer- 
vice  amongft  them.  The  defires  of  my  hearte,  as  formerly, 
ftille  be  for  yourfelfe  and  familie.  And  if  any  off  yours  fall 
within  my  abilitie,  I  much  miftake  myfelfe  if  my  refpedt 
fhould  not  appeare.  Thus,  begging  your  helpe  at  the  throne 
off  grace  for  me,  in  the  midft  off  this  greate  profainefs  I  am 
amongft  and  greate  herefie,  with  my  fervice  and  refpedt  to 
Y  your 
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[158]  your  beloved,  with   the  gentlemen  your  fonnes,  Mr. 
Dudley  and  the  reft.    Major  Gibbins. 

I  yet   remaine,  yours  to  my 
utmoft  fervices, 
Barbados,  24.  4th,  1646.  J.  Parker. 


Copy  of  aLetterii6  from  Mr.  John  Endecott  to  Governor 
Winthrop. 
Deareft  Sir, 

IUnderftand  by  Mr.  Downing,  that  you  have  received  let- 
ters from  Monf.  D'Aulney,  and  that  hee  will  fend  to  us 
about  the  7th  month.  I  could  wifti,  if  you  fee  it  good,  that 
the  commiffioners  were  acquainted  with  it,  I  meane  of  the 
feveral  provinces,  and  moved  (if  they  fee  good)  to  be  here, 
becaufe  I  defire  they  may  be  as  throughlie  ingaged  in  what  is 
done  or  may  be  concluded  as  our  felves.  If  you  intend  to 
call  a  general  court  now,  it  will.be  in  the  middeft  of  all  our 
occafions,  and  the  countrie  will  much  fuffer  in  it.  If  it  be 
any  tyme  before  D'Aulney's  meflenger  comes  to  us,  it  will 
be  well  enough  as  farre  as  I  can  conceave,  and  if  it  were  juft 
at  the  tyme  it  would  be  the  better,  but  I  conceave  that  as  un- 
certaine,  unlefTe  hee  hath  appointed  a  certayne  time,  but  I 
leave  all  to  your  better  confiderations.  I  humbly  thank  you 
for  all  the  news  you  have  fent  us  at  feverall  tymes  ;  we  finde 
here  the  hand  of  God  much  upon  feverall  mens  grayne  by 
caterpillers,  which  threaten  a  dearth.  The  Lord  fitt  us  for 
what  he  fhall  call  us  unto.  To  whofe  blefTmg  I  commend 
you  and  all  yours,  and  reft. 

Yours  unfeygnedly, 

Jo.  Endecott. 
My  wife  defires  to  have  her  fervice 
remembred  to  Mrs.  Winthrop. 

9th  5  mo.  1646.  Copy 

11"  This  is  printed  in  The  Winthrop  Papers.     MalT.  Hift.  Soc.  Coll.  4tli  s.  vi, 
150^.     W. 
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[159]  Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Mr.  Steven    Painter"/ to 
Governour  Winthrop. 
Sumers  Iflands  this  24th  of  Auguft  1646. 
Much  Honoured  Sir, 

THE  Lord  having  clothed  you  with  power  to  be  ruler 
over  his  Ifraell,  befides  thofe  gifts  and  graces  which  doe 
abounde  in  you  as  a  maine  pillar  in  his  houfe,  and  you  alfo 
doedefire  that  juftice  may  be  adminiftred  to  all  men,  caufeth 
me  to  prefent  you  with  thefe  few  lines  in  the  behalfe  of  the  right 
honorable  Earle  of  Warwicke,  whofe  agent  1  am,  that  you 
wolde  be  pleafed  to  afourde  your  beft  affiftance  to  Major  Gib- 
bins,  for  the  recovery  of  my  lords  right  of  thofe  two  fhips 
which  Captain  Cromwell  hath  brought  to  you,  unto  whom  I 
have  fent  a  copy  of  my  lords  commiffion  and  a  letter  of  atur- 
ney  to  inable  him  thereunto,  foe  nothing  doubting  of  your 
worfhips  favourable  affiftance  I  humbly  take  leave, 
Yours  in  all  chriftian  fervis, 

ever  to  be  commanded, 

Steven  Painter. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Mr.  John  Humfrey  to  Gover- 
nour Winthrop. 
Honoured  Sir, 

ALthough  I  have  notoccafion  to  be  troublefome  unto  you 
as  formerly  in  point  of  my  fuccefflefs  occafions,  yet  can 
I  not  be  wanting  to  the  acknowledgment  of  anie  of  thofe  fa- 
vours I  formerly  found  from  you.  It  is  true  the  want  of 
that  loft  occafion  (the  loffe  of  all  I  had  in  the  world)  doth 
upon  rubbings  of  that  irreparable  blow,  fome  times  a  little 
trouble  me,  but  in  no  refped  equal  to  this,  that  I  fee  my 
hopes  and  poffibilities  of  ever  enjoying  thofe  [160]  I  did  and 

was 
11''  He  was  abenefaftor  to  New  England.  See  Maja.  Hijl.  Vol.  I,  p.  19.     H. 
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was  readie  to  fufFer  anie  thing  for  utterly  taken  away.  But 
by  what  intermediate  hande  foever  this  is  befallen  me  (whofe 
neglefts  and  unkindnefs  God  I  hope  will  mind  them  for 
their  good)  yet  I  defire  to  looke  at  his  hand  for  good  (I 
doubt  not)  to  me,  though  I  doe  not  foe  fullie  fee  which  way 
it^  may  work.  His  fatherly  adminiftrations  have  hitherto 
beene  gracious,  and  I  truft  his  goodnefs  and  loving  kindnefs 
will  follow  me  all  my  dayes  according  to  his  owne  free  cov- 
enant upon  which  I  defire  to  caft  myfelfe.  Sir  I  thank  you 
againe  and  againe  (and  that  in  finceritie)  for  any  fruites  of 
your  goodnefs  to  me  or  mine,  and  for  any  thing  contrarie,  I 
blefle  his  name  I  labour  to  forget,  and  defire  him  to  pardon. 
For  anie  thing  from  hence,  I  know  you  will  have  it  from 
thofe  who  have  more  abilitieand  libertie  to  fatiffie  themfelves 
and  their  friends  in  thefe  kinds  ;  knowing  myfelfe  unfitt  to 
give  thefe  advertifements  which  the  ftate  of  things  in  your 
relations  to  us  require.  Therefore  with  my  fervice  and  beft 
refpedts  to  good  Mrs.  Winthrop  and  yourfelfe,  Rev.  Mr. 
Cotton,  Mr.  Willfon  with  theirs,  yours  and  all  our  precious 
friends  I   reft, 

Your  (more  willing  than  able  to  ferve  you) 
poore  friend  and  fervant, 

Jo.  Humfrey."^ 
If  nowyouhaveanie  fervice  to  command 
me,  you  fliall  find  me  readie  to  ferve 
you,  and  therein  it  will  appeare  I  ferve 
not  myfelfe,  the  occafion  of  that  fuf- 
picion  being  taken  away,  and  fare- 
well it. 

Gravefend,  Sept.  4th,  1646. 


Prefatory 

118  This  is  the  John  Humfrey  who  was  Deputy  Governor  in  England  and 
afterwards  an  Affiftant  in  the  Colony,  but  reduced  by  misfortunes,  returned  to 
England.     H. 
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Prefatory  Note  by  the  Editor. 

By  the  kindnefs  of  Charles  Deane,  Efq.,  of  Cambridge, 
Mali".,  an  opportunity  has  been  given  to  compare  the  follow- 
ing text  with  that  of  printed  copies  of  two  different  editions. 
The  firft  edition  is  entitled  An  |  ABSTRACT  |  or  the  | 
LAWES  I  of  I  New  England,  |  as  they  are  now  eftablifh- 
ed.  I  London,  I  Printed  for  F.  Coules  and  W.  Ley  at  Paules 
Chain,  ]  1641.  [  Pp  1-15,  and  two  pages  of  "  The  Table  of 
the  Chapters." 

The  fecond  edition  is   entitled   An  |  Abftract  |  of  |  Laws 
and  Government.  |  Wherein  as  in  a  Mirrour  may  be  feen  | 
the  wifdome  and  perfedtion  of  the  Government  of  |  Chrifts 
Kingdome.  ]  Accomodable    to   any  State  or  form  of  |  Gov- 
ernment in  the  world,  that  is  not  Antichri-  |  ftian  or  Tyran- 
nicall.  I  Colledled  and    digefted    into    the   enfuing   Method, 
by  I  that  Godly,  Grave,  and  Judicious  Divine,  Mr.  John  | 
Cotton,  of  Bofton  in  New  England,  in  his  Life-time,  (  and 
prefented  to  the  generall  Court  of  the  Maffachufets.  |    And 
now  publifhed   after  his   death,  by  |    William    Afpinwall.  | 
Ifa.  23-  22.      Jehovah   is   our  Judge,   Jehovah  is  our  Law- 
giver, Je-  I  hovah  is   our  King  he  will  fave  us.  |  London,  I 
Printed  by  M.  S.  for  Livewel  Chapman,  and  are  to  be  fold  | 
at  the  Crown  in  Popes-head  Alley,  1655.  |   5  pages  "  To  the 
Reader,  "P  1-35  "An  Abftradt  of  Lawesand  Government." 
One  page  of  a  tabular  Analyfis  and  on  its  reverfe,  errata. 

The  fecond  edition  is  almoft  identical  with  the  firft,  but 
its  bulk  is  increafed  by  printing  the  quotations  from  the  Bi- 
ble in  full. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Hutchinfon  mentions  the  fecond 
edition  only,  yet  it  is  clear  that  he  had  a  copy  of  the  firft, 
either  in  print  or  manufcript,  and  that  this  was  the  basis  of 
his  text.  The  footnotes  will  ftiow  the  variations  he  made, 
none  of  them  of  great  importance.  The  text  is  allowed  to 
ftand,  as  he  may  have  printed  from  a  copy  with  corredlions 
made  by  fome  one  of  the  early  elders. 

Hutchinfon 
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Hutchinfon  notes  that  this  Abftrad:  never  became  the  law 
of  the  Colony.  Afplnwall,  the  editor  of  the  fecond  edition, 
who  was  banifhed  from  Bofton  with  Wheelwright,  says  thefe 
laws  were  "acomodated  to  the  Colonie  of  the  Maflachufets 
in  New  England,  and  commended  to  the  generall  Court 
there,  which  had  they  then  had  the  heart  to  have  received,  it 
might  have  been  better  both  with  them  there,  and  us  here, 
than  it  now  is."  "  Thefe  are  not  properly  Laws,  but  pru- 
dentiall  Rules,  which  he  recommended  to  that  Colonie,  to  be 
ratified  with  the  common  aflent  of  the  freemen  in  each 
Towne,  or  by  their  Reprefentatives  in  the  generall  Court, 
as  publique  Contracts.  Which  being  once  made  and  af- 
fented  to  for  their  owne  convenience,  do  binde  as  Covenants 
do,  untill  by  like  publicke  confent  they  be  abrogated  and 
made  voyd.  For  though  the  Author  attribute  the  word 
[Law]  unto  fome  of  them  ;  yet  that  it  was  not  his  meaning 
that  they  fhould  be  enafled  as  Lawes  (if  you  take  the  word 
Law  in  a  proper  fenfe)  appears  by  his  conclufion  taken  out  of 
IJa.  1^2-  -'-•  ^ss  knew  full  well  that  it  would  be  an  intrench- 
ment  upon  the  Royall  power  of  Jefus  Chrift,  for  them  or 
any  other  of  the  fonnes  of  Adam  to  ordain  Lawes."   .... 

"  It  is  not  my  purpofe  to  perfwade  this  or  any  other  na- 
tion (were  they  willing  to  heare)  to  enad:  or  ratifie  thefe  by 
any  power  of  their  own  (in  a  folemn  convention  of  their 
Reprefentatives,)  as  Laws  :  Neither  do  I  believe  it  was  the 
Authors  intention  fo  to  do,  when  he  drew  up  this  modell. 
For  alas,  what  energie  orvertue  can  fuch  an  ad:  of  poore  fin- 
full  creatures  adde  unto  the  mofl:  perfed  and  wholfome  lawes 
of  God  ?  It  is  enough  for  us,  and  indeed  it  is  all  that  can 
be  done  by  any  people  upon  earth,  i.  To  declare  by  their 
Reprefentatives,  their  voluntary  fubjedion  unto  them,  as 
unto  the  lawes  of  the  Lord  their  God.  2.  After  fuch  pro- 
feffefled  fubjedion  to  fall  unto  the  pradice  thereof,  in  the 
name  and  ftrength  of  Chrift  their  King  and  Law-giver." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  thefe  Laws  were  never  accepted 

by 
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by  any  colony.  The  late  Francis  C.  Gray,  of  Bofton  dis- 
covered and  publifhed  in  the  Colledtions  of  the  Maflachu- 
fetts  Hiftorical  Society,  3rd  Series,  viii,  191-237,  a  copy  of 
the  Laws  of  the  Maflachufetts  Colony  as  really  adopted  in 
1 641.  This  latter  Code  was  prepared  by  Rev.  Nathaniel 
"Ward  of  Ipfwich,  (author  of  the  "  Simple  Cobbler  of  Aga- 
wam",)  and  was  called  "  The  Liberties  of  the  Maflachufetts 
Colony  in  New  England." 

[161]  An  abstract 

OF    THE 


L  All  the  ma- 
giflrates  are  to 
be  chofen 


13- 
15- 
21. 

18. 


LAWS    OF    NEW   ENGLAND."9 
CHAPT.    L    Of  Magiftrates. 

[  I.  By  the  free    Burgefl'es.       Beut.    i. 

2.  Out  ofthefree  Burgefles.   Deut.  17. 

3.  Outoftheableft  men  and  y^T^.  30. 
mofl:  approved  among  them.  D^a/.     i. 

4.  Out  of  the  rank  of  noble- 
men or  gentlemen  amongft  £w^.  18.   21. 
them,  the  beft    that   God 
fendeth   into   the  country,      Ecclefiaftkus 
if  they   be   qualifyed   with  11.  17. 
gifts  fitt   for   government,  Jer.  30.     21. 
eitheremlnent  aboveothers 
or  not  inferiour  to  others. 

IL  The 

119  This  piece  was  printed  in  London  in  1655  and,  by  William  Afpinwall  the 
publifher,  allowed  to  have  been  the  performance  of  Mr.  Cotton.  It  fhould  rather 
be  entitled  An  Abftraft  of  a  Code  or  Syftem  of  Laws  prepared  for  the  Common- 
wealth of  the  Maffachufets  Bay  ;  for  although  when  they  compiled  their  laws 
they  made  this  abftraft  their  plan,  in  general,  yet  they  departed  from  it  in  many 
inllances,  and  in  fome  which  were  very  material.  "  Confidering  that  thefe  plant- 
ations had  Ubertie  to  mould  their  civill  order  into  that  forme  which  they  Ihould 
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[162]  II.  The  Governor  hath  joynt  power  with  the  af- 
fiftants  to  governe  the  whole  country,  according  to  the  lawes 
eftablifhed  hereafter  mentioned:  He  hath  power  of  himfelfe, 
and  in  his  absence  the  deputy  Governor,  to  moderate  all  pub- 
lique  aftions  of  the  common  wealth. 

1.  As  firft,  to    fend    out    warrants  for  the 

calling  of  the  general  courts'-"  (except  that  of  Jojh.  24.  i. 
eleftions) 

2.  To  order  and  tranfad  all  adions  in  the  courte  where  he 
fitteth,  as  to  gather  fuffrages  and  votes,  and  to  pronounce 
ientence  according  to  the  greater  parte  of  them. 

III.  The  power  of  the  governour  with  the  iV«.  11.14.  to 
reft  of  the  councellours  is  :  16. 

1.  To  confult  and  provide  for  the  mainten-  Exo.  18.  22. 
ance  of  the  ftate  and  people. 

2.  To  direft  in  all  hard  matters  wherein  ap-   ^  „ 

.  peale  is  made  to  them  from  inferior  courts.  '     ''    '9' 

-?.  To  preferve  religion.'^'  j 

•^  ^  &  and    25.   40. 

4.  To  overfee  the  fortes    and    munition  of 

the  country,  and  to  take  order  for  the  protec-  2  Chr.  19.11. 

tion 

finde  to  be  beft  for  themfelves  and  that  here  the  churches  and  commonweakh  are 
complanted  together  in  holy  covenant  and  fellowfhip  with  God  in  Chrifi;  Jefus,  he 
did  at  the  requcll  of  the  general  courte  in  the  Baye  drawe  an  abllraft  of  the  lawes 
of  judgment  delivered  from  God  by  Mofes  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  fo  far 
forth  as  they  are  of  moral,  that  is  of  perpetual  and  univerfal,  equity  among  all  na- 
tions, efpecially  fuch  as  thefe  plantations  are;  wherein  he  advifed  that  Theocracy, 
i.  e.  God's  government,  might  be  eftablifhed  as  the  beft  form  of  government  where- 
in the  people  that  choofe  civil  rulers  are  God's  people  in  covenant  with  him,  that 
is  members  of  churches  and  the  men,  chofen  by  them  to  be  rulers,  fuch  alfo,  and 
the  lawes  of  God  and  the  minifters  of  God  are  confulted  with  by  the  governor, 
magiftrates  and  people,  in  all  hard  cafes  and  in  matters  of  the  Lord,  that  is  of  re- 
ligion, &c.  and  for  the  clearing  of  his  judgment  with  the  grounds  thereof  touching 
this  matter  I  wifti  that  fome  of  his  fermons  to  the  general  court  were  printed.  M. 
S.  life  of  Mr.  Cotton  l/y  Mr.  Davenport.    H. 

120  The  claufe  in  parenthefis  is  not  in  either  printed  copy.     W. 

121  The  fecond  edition  reads  "  to  preferve  religion  pure."     W. 
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tion  of  the  country  from  forraigne  invafion  or  i  Kin.  20.13. 
inteftine  fedition,  and  as  need  fliall  require,  1  Chr.  32.21. 
with  confent  of  the  people,  to  enterprise  warrs.  i£c. 

IV.  And  becaufe   thefe  great  affaires  of  the 

ftate  cannot  well  and  fufficiently  be  attended,  nor  Exo.  17.  9. 

wifely  adminiftred,  if  they  be  often  changed.  Pro.  24.  6. 
therefore    the    councellors    are    to    be   chofen   \Kin.    \i.  6. 

for  life,'^^  unleffe  they  give  juft   caufe  of  re-  Pro.  28.  2. 

movall,  which  if  they  doe,  then  they  to  be  Exo.  18.  22. 
removed  by  the  generall  court. 

V.  The    power   of    the   Governour    fitting 

with  the  Councellors  and   Afliftants,  is  to  hear  Deu.i.iG.ij. 
and  determine  all  caufes,  whether  civill  orcrim- 
inall,  which  are  brought  before  him,  through  the  whole  com- 
monwealth, yet  referving  liberty  of  appeale  from  him  to  the 
generall  courte. 

[163]  VI.   Every  towne  is   to  have  judges 
within  themfelves,  whofe  power    fhall  be  once 
in  the  month,  or  in  three   months  at  the  fur-  Deut.  i6.  18. 
theft,  to  heare  and   determine  civill  caufes  and  Exo.  18.    21. 
pleas  of  leffe  values,  and  crimes  alfo  which  are  22. 

notcapitall,  yet  referving  liberty  of  appeale  to 
the  courte  of  Governor  and  Afliftants. 

VII.   For  the    better   expedition    and   exe- 
cution of  juftice,  and  of  all  affaires  incident 
unto  every  courte,  every  courte  ftiall  have  cer- 
taine  officers,  as  a   fecretary  to   inrolle  all  the  Jer.    ^6.   10, 
afts  of  the  courte  and  befides,  minifters  of  juf-     11.   and  12. 
tice  to  attach  and  fetch    and  fet  perfons  before  2    Sam.     20. 
the  Magiftrates,  and   alfo  to  execute  the  fen-  24,    25. 

tences  of  the  courts  upon  offenders  :    And  for 
the  fame  end  it  fliall  be  lawful!  for   the  Gov-  Jobnj. 22.4.^. 
Z  ernor 

122  An  attempt  was  made  to  eftablilh  what  was  called  a  (landing  Council  for  life, 
as  a  diftinft  body  from  the  Afliftants,  but  the  Charter  gave  no  authority  for  it,  and 
the  people  would  not  fubmit  to  it.     H. 
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ernor,  or  any  one  or  two   of  the  Councellors 
or  Affiftants,   or    Judges,    to    give  warrant  to  ASls    5.     26, 
an  officer  to  fetch  any  delinquent  before  them,  and  27. 

and  to  examine   the  caufe,  and  if  he  be  found  j 
culpable  of  crime,    to   take   order,  by  fureties  ^    '      4-   i    • 
or  fafe  cufliody,  for  his  appearance  at  the  courte.  '      ^'  ■~>^' 

And  further,  for  the  fame  end  and  to  prevent  the  offenders 
lying  long  in  prifon,  it  fhall  be  lawfull  for  the  Governor, 
with  one  of  the  Councell,  or  any  two  of  the  Affiftants,  or 
Judges,  to  fee  execution  done  upon  any  offenders  for 
any  crime  that  is  not  capital!,  according  to  the  lawes  eftab- 
lifhed,  yet  ftill  referving  ;:  liberty  of  appeale  from  them  to 
the  courte,  and  from  an  inferior  courte  to   an  higher  courte. 

CHAPT.  II. 

Of  free   Burgelfes    and    free  Inhabitants. 

I.  All  the  free  burgeffes,  excepting  fuch  as  were  admitted 
free  men  befoie  the  eftablifhment  of  churches  in  the  country, 
fhall  be  received  and  admitted  out  of  the  members  of  fome 
or  other  of  the  churches  in  this  country,  [164]  fuch  churches 
as  are  gathered  or  hereafter  fhall  be  gathered  with  the  confent 
of  other  churches  already  eftablifhed  in  the  country,  and  fuch 
members  as  are  admitted  by  their  owne  church  unto  the 
Lord's  table. 

II.  Thofe  free  burgeffes  ffiall  have  power  to  choofe  in 
their  owne  towns  fitt  and  able  men  out  of  themfelves  to  be 
the  ordinary  judges  of  inferior  caufes  in  their  owne  towne ; 
and  againft  the  approach  of  the  general  courte  to  choofe  two 
or  three  as  their  deputies  and  committees  to  joyne  with  the 
governor  and  affiftants  of  the  whole  country  to  make  up  and 
conftitute  the  generall  courte. 

III.  This  generall  courte  fliall  have  power, 

Firft,  by  thew  arrant  of  thegovernor,  or  deputy  governor, 

to 
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to  aflemble  once  every  quarter  or  halfe  year,'-3  or  oftner,  as 
the  affairs  of  the  country  fhall  require,  and  to  fit  together, 
till  their  affairs  (hall  be  difpatched. 

Secondly,  Call  the  Governor  and  all  the  reft  of  the  pub- 
lique  magiftrates  and  officers  into  place,  and  to  call  them 
alfo  to  account  for  the  breach  of  any  lawes  eftablifhed,  or 
other  mifdemeanors  and  to  cenfure  them  as  the  quality  of 
their  fault  may  require. 

Thirdly,  To  make  and  repeale  lawes. 

Fourthly,  To  difpofe  of  all  the  lands  in  the  country  and 
to  affigne  them  to  feverall  townes  or  perfons  as  fhall  be 
thought  fitt. 

Fifthly,  To  impofe  a  levy  of  moneys  for  the  publique  fer- 
vice  of  the  common  wealth,  as  fhall  be  thought  requifite  for 
the  provifion  and  protecflion  of  the  whole. 

Sixthly,  To  heare  and  determine  all  caufes  whether  civil! 
or  criminall  wherein  appeale  fhall  be  made  unto  them,  or 
which  they  fhall  fee  caufe  to  affume  into  their  owne  cognizance 
and  judicature. 

Seventhly,  To  affifl;  the  governor  and  councellors  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  purity  and  unity  of  religion,  and  accord- 
ingly to  fett  forward  and  uphold  all  fuch  good  caufes  as  fhall 
be  thought  fitt  for  that  end,  by  the  advice  and  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  churches  and  to  repreffe  the  contrary. 

[165]  IV.  In  this  generall  courte  nothing  fhall^be  concluded 
but  with  common  confent  of  the  greater  parte  of  the  governor 
and  affiftants,  together  with  the  greater  parte  of  the  deputies  of 
the  townes,  unleffe  it  be  in  the  eledion  of  officers  where  the 
liberty  of  the  people  is  to  be  preferved,  or  in  judging  matters 
of  offence  againft  the  law  wherein  both  parties  are  to  ftand  to 
the  direftion  of  the  law. 

V.  All  the  houfholders  in  every  towne  fhall  be  accounted 
as  the    free   inhabitants'^of  the    country,  and    accordingly 

fhall 
123  The  praftice  was  every  half  year.     H. 
1-''  Free  inhabitants,  but  not  freemen  or  free  of  the  corporation.     H. 
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fhall  enjoy  freedome  of  commerce"?  and  inheritance  of  fuch 
lands  as  the  generall  courte  or  the  feverall  townes  wherein 
they  dwell  fhall  allot  unto  them,  and  they  fhall  take  an  oath 
or  give  other  fecurity  to  be  true  and  faithfull  to  the  ftate, 
and  fubjecft  to  the  good  and  wholefome  laws  ellablifhed  in 
the  country  by  the  generall  courte,  when  it  fhall  be  required 
of  them."6 

CHAPT.    III. 

Of  the  Protedtion  and  Prouifion   of  the  Country. 

I.  A  law  to  be  made,  if  it  be  not  made  already,  for  the 
training  of  all  men  in  the  country  fitt  to  bearearmes  unto  the 
exercife  of  military  difcipline,  and  withall  another  law  for  the 
maintenance  of  military  officers  and  fortes. 

II.  Becaufe  fifh  is  the  chiefe  flaple  commodity  of  the  coun- 
try, thereforeall  dueincouragementtobegiven  unto  fuch  hands 
as  fhall  fett  forward  the  trade  of  fifhing,  and  for  that  end  a 
law  to  be  made  that  whofoever  fhall  apply  themfelves  to  fett 
forward  the  trade  of  fifhing,  as  fifhermen,  mariners  and  fhip- 
wrights,  fhall  be  allowed  man  for  man,  fome  or  other  of  the 
labourers  of  the  country  to  plant  and  reape  for  them  in  the 
feafon  of  the  yeare  at  the  publique  charges  of  the  common 
wealth,  for  the  fpace  of  thefe  feaven  yeares  next  enfuing,  and 
fuch  labourers  to  be  appointed  and  paid  by  the  treafurer  of 
the  common  wealth. 

III.  Becaufe  noe  common  wealth  can  maintaine  either  their 
authority  at  home,  or  their  honour  and  power  abroad  [i66] 
without  a  fufHcient  treafury,'*7  a  law  therefore  to  be  made  for 

the 

125  The  fecond  edition  reads  "  fliall  enjoy  freedom  of  common ;  and  inherit- 
ance of  fuch  lands  &c."     W. 

126  "  When  it  fhall  be  required  of  them  "  is  a  claufe  not  in  either  printed 
copy.     W. 

12''  The  firft  edition  reads  thus,  but  the  fecond  reads  "  without  fufficient 
treafure."     W. 
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theereding  and  furnifhing  of  the  treafury  of  the  common 
wealth,  which  is  to  be  fupplied  and  furnifhed, 

f  I.  Of  a  \d.  or  0^."^  an  acre  of  land  occupied 
j    throughout     the    country  :    lands     occupied 
I.   By  the  I     in   common  by  a   towne  to  be  paid  for  out  of 
yearly    pay-  \    the  ftocke  or  treafury  of  the  fame  towne. 
ment  j  2.   Of  a  \d  for  every  beaft,  horfe  or  cow. 

I  3.  Of  fome  proportionable  rate    upon    mer- 
[    chants."9 
This  rate  to  be  greater  or  lefle  as  fhall  be  thought  fitt. 
1.   By  the   payment  of  a    barrell  of  gunpowder  or  fuch 
goods  or  other   munitions   out   of  every   {hip  that  bringeth 
forraigne  commodities. 

3.   By  fines  and  mulfts  upon  trefpaflers.'3o 

IV.  A  treafurer  to  be  chofen  by  the  free  burgefles  out  of 
the  Affiftants,  who  fhall  receive  and  keepe  the  treafury,  and 
make  difburfements  out  of  it  according  to  the  direftion  of 
the  generall  courte,  or  of  the  Governor  and  Councell,  where- 
of they  have  to  give  an  account  at  the  generall  courte.  It 
fhall  pertayne  alfo  to  the  ofBce  of  the  treafurer  diligently  to 
furvey  and  overfee  all  the  munitions  of  the  country,  as  can- 
nons, culveringe,  mufketts,  powder,  match,  bullets,  and  to 
give  account  thereof  to  the  Governor  and  Councell. 

V.  A  treafury  alfo,  or  magazen,  or  florehoufe,  to  be  erefted 
and  furnifhed  in  every  towne,  as  diflindle  from  Tieut.  14.  28. 
the  treafury  of  the  church,  that  provifions  of  corne  and 
other  necefTaries  may  be  layd  up  at  the  befl;  hands,  for  the 
reliefe  of  fuch  poore  as  are  not  members  of  the  church ;  and 
that  out  of  it  fuch  officers  may  be  maintayned,  as  captaines 
and  the  like,  who  doe  any  publique  fervice  for  the  towne : 
But,  chiefely,  this  treafury  will  be  requifite  for  the  preferving 

of 
128  This  ob  is  printed  "  \  "   in  the  fecond  edition,  and  "  halfepenny  "  in  the 

firft  edition.     W. 

123  The  fecond  edition  more  clearly  fays  "upon  merchants  goods ;  "  and  omits 

the  claufe  "  This  to  be  greater  or  leffe  as  fliall  be  thought  fit."     W. 

130  The  firft  edition  fays  "  By  fines  and  muldls  upon  trefpaffers  beajis."     W. 
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of  the  livelihood  of  each  towne  within  itfelfe.  That  in  cafe 
the  inheritance  of  the  lands  that  belonge  to  any  towne  come 
to  be  alienated  from  the  townefmen,  which  may  unavoydably 
fall  out,  yet  a  fupply  may  be  made  to  the  livelihood  of  the 
towne  by  a  [167]  reafonable  rent  charge  upon  fuch  aliena- 
tions, layd  by  the  common  confent  of  the  land  owners  and 
townefmen,  and  to  be  payd  into  the  treafury  of  the  towne. 

f  I.   By  the   yearely  payment  of  fome  fmall  rate 
r^y-      -n         !    upon  acres  of  land. '31 

1  his     i  rea-  V     r  ■  r     r 

r  ,      ]  2.   Jbsy  hnes  or  amerciaments  put  upon  treipals- 

r       y    i     ]     ers  beafts. 
""  I  3.   By  a  rent  charge  upon  alienation  of  towne 

[  lands. '3^- 
A  towne  treafurer  to  be  appointed  for  the  overfight  and 
ordering  of  this  treafury,  chofen  out  of  the  free  burgefles  of 
of  the  fame  town  ;  who  is  to  difpofe  of  things  under  his 
charge  according  to  the  dire6tion  of  the  judges  of  the  towne, 
and  to  give  account  at  the  townes  courte,  to  the  judges  and 
free  burgefles  of  the  towne,  or  to  fome  elected  by  them. 

CHAPT.     IV. 
Of  the  Right  of  Inheritance. 

I.  Forafmuch  as  the  right  of  difpofall  of  the  inheritance  of 
all  lands  in  the  country  lyeth  in  the  generall  courte ;  whatfo- 
ever  lands  are  given  and  adigned  by  the  generall  courte  to 
any  towne,  or  perfon,  (hall  belong  and  remaineas  right  of  in- 
heritance to  fuch  townes,  and  their  fucceffors,  and  to  fuch 
perfons,  and  to  their  heires  and  affignes,  as  their  propriety 
forever. 

II.  Whatfoever  lands,  belonging  to  any  towne,  fhall  be 
given  and  affigned  by  the  towne,  or  by  fuch  officers  therein  as 
they  fhall  appoint,   unto  any  perfon,  the   fame   fhall  belong 

and 

13)  The  fecond  edition  reads  "  upon  acres  of  land  and  beafts"     W. 
13-  This  fedlion  3  is  not  in  the  firft  edition,  but  is  in  the  fecond.     W. 
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and  remaine  unto  fuch  perfon,  and  his  helres  and  affignes,  as 
his  proper  right  forever. 

III.  In   dividing   of  lands  to    the  feveral  perfons  in  each 
towne,  as  regard  is  to  be  had  partly  to  the  num- 
ber of  perfons  in  a  family,   to  the  more  affign-  Num.  i6.  ^2- 
ing  the  greater   allotment,    to    the  fewer  leffe,  54. 
and  partly   by   the   number   of  beafts,    by  the 

which  a  man  is  fitt  to  occupy  the  land  affigned  Num.  35.  3. 
to  him  and  fubdue  it;  foe  eminent  [168]  ref- 
pedl  in  this  cafe  may  be  given  to  men  of  eminent  quality  and 
deferte,  in  affigning  unto  them  more  large  and  honourable  ac- 
commodations in  regard  of  their  greater  difburfements  to 
publique  charges. 

IV.  Forafmuch  as  all  civill  affaires  are  to  be  adminiftred 
and  ordered  foe  as  may  beft  conduce  to  the  upholding  and 
fetting  forwards  of  the  worfhip  of  God  in  church  fellowfhip, 
it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  wherefoever  the  lands  of  any 
mans  inheritance  fhall  fall,  yet  noe  man  fhall  fett  his  dwelling 
houfe  above  the  diftance  of  half  a  myle,  or  a  myle  at  the  far- 
theft,  from  the  meeting  houfe  of  the  congrega- 
tion, where  the  church  doth  ufually  aflemble  Alls  i.  12. 
for  the  worfhip  of  God. '33 

V.  Inheritances  are  to  defcend  naturally  to 

the  next  of  the  kinne,  according  to  the  law  of  Numb.  27,   7 
nature  delivered  by  God.  10  11 

VI.  If  a    man   have  more  fonnes  than  one, 

then  a   double  portion  to  be  affigned  and  be-  Deut.  21.  17. 

queathed  to  the  eldeft  fonne,  according  to  the 

law  of  God,  unlefle  his  owne   demerit  doe  de-   iChro.   5.    i. 

prive   him    of  the  dignity   of  his    birthright. 

The  like  for  perfonall  efl:ates.'34 

•  VII.  The 

1:33  Many  advantages  would  have  attended  a  law  of"  this  fort.  Beiides  avoid- 
ing the  fplitting  and  multiplying  parifhes,  irpprovements  would  have  been  made  in 
fecial  and  civilized  life  by  a  more  compaft  neighbourhood.  This  law  was  never 
executed.     H. 

13J  This  claufe   "  The  Hke  for  perfonall  eftates,"  is  not  in  either  copy.     W. 
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VII.  The  will  of  the  teftator  is    to  be  ap- 
proved or  difallowed  by  the  court  of  governor 

and  affiftants,  or  by  the  court  of  judges  in  each  Heb.    9.    17. 
towne,  yet  not  to  be  difallowed" 3S  unlefle  it  ap- 
pear either    to    be    counterfeit    or  unequall,   Gal.    3.     15. 
either  againft  the  law  of  God,  or  againft  the 
publique  wealth,  or  againft  the  due  right  of  the  legatees. 

VIII.  As  God  in  old  time  in  the  common  wealth  of  Ifra- 
ell  forbad  the  alienation  of  lands  from  one  tribe  to  another, 
foe  to  prevent  the  like  inconvenience  in  the  alienation  of 
lands  from  one  towne  to  another,  it  were  requifite  to  be 
ordered, 

[169]  I.  That  noe  free  burgefle  or  free  inhabitant  of  any 
towne,  fliall  fell  the  land  allotted  to  him  in  the  towne,  but  to 
fome  one  or  other  of  the  free  burgefles,  or  free  inhabitants  of 
the  fame  towne,  unlefs  the  free  burgefles  of  the  towne  give  con- 
fent  unto  fuch  fale,  or  refufe  to  give  a  due  price  an fwerable  to 
what  others  offer  without  fraude. 

2.  That  if  fuch  lands  be  fold  to  any  others,  the  fale  fhall 
be  made  with  refervation  of  fuch  a  rent  charge  to  be  payd  to 
the  towne  ftocke,  or  treafury  of  the  towne,  as  other  the 
former  occupiers  of  the  land  were  wont  to  pay  j^^  ,  ^ 
towards  all  the  publique  charges  thereof.whether  n  n  1 
in  church  or  towne,  or  at  lealt  arter  the  rate  or  ,  ■" ,  r  ,.5 
3d.  an  acre,'37  or  fome  like  proportion.                        ^     •^  ' 

3.  That  if  any  free  burgefles  or  free  inhabitants  of  any 
towne,  or  the  heire  of  any  of  their  lands  fliall  remove  their 
dwelling  from  one  town  to  another,  none  of  them  fliall  carry 
away  the  whole  benefit  of  the  lands  which  they  pofTefTed  in  the 
townes  whence  they  remove;  but  if  they  ftill  keepe  the  right 
of  inheritance  in  their  owne  hands,  and  not  fell  it,  as  before, 

*  then 

135  Xhe  firft  edition  reads  "  yet  not  to  be  difallowed  by  the  Court  ofGovernoun, 
unlefs  it  appears  either  to  be  counterfeit  or  unequall,  either  againft  the  law  of 
God,  or  againft  the  publick  weale,  or  againft  the  due  right  of  the  Legatoun."  W. 

136  This  clause  is  omitted  in  the  fecond  edition.     W. 

137  The  firft  edition  reads  three  /hillings  an  acre.     W, 
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then  they  (hall  referve  a  like  proportion  or  rent  charge  out 
of  their  lands  to  be  payd  to  the  publique  treafury  of  the 
towne,  as  hath  been  wont  to  be  payd  out  of  it  to  the  pub- 
lique treafury  of  the  towne  and  church,  or  at  leaft  after  the 
rate  ot  3d.  or  5d.  an  acre,'38  as  before. 

4.  That  if  the  inheritance  of  a  free  burgefle  or  free  inhab- 
itant of  any  towne  fall  to  his  daughters,  as  it  will  doe  forde- 
fedt  of  heires  males,  that  then  if  fuch  daughters  doe  not  mairy 
to  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  towne  where  their 
inheritance  lyeth,  nor  fell  their  inheritance  to  fome  of  the 
fame  towne  (as  before)  that  then  they  referve  a  like  propor- 
tion of  rent  charge  out  of  their  lands  to  be  payd  to  the  pub- 
lique treafury  of  the  towne,  as  hath  been  wont  to  be  payd  out 
of  them  to  the  publique  charges  of  the  towne  and  church,  or 
at  leaft  after  the  rate  of  3d.  or  5d.  an  acre.  Provided  allways 
that  nothing  be  payd  to  the  maintenance  of  the  church  out 
of  the  treafury  of  the  [170]  church  or  towne,  but  by  the  free 
confent  and  diredion  of  the  free  burgefles  of  the  towne.'39 

C  H  A  P  T  .    V.      Of  Commerce. 

I.  Itftiall  be  lawful  for  the  governor,  with  one  or  more  of 
the  councell,  to  appoint  a  reafonable  rate  of  prifes  of  all  fuch 
commodities  as  are  out  of  the  fhippes  to  be  bought  and 
fould  in  this  country. 

II.  In  trucking,  or  trading  with  the  Indians,  noe  man 
fhall  give  them  for  any  commodity  of  their  filver  and  gold, 
or  any  weapons  of  warre,  either  gunnes  or  gunpowder,  nor 
fwords  nor  any  other  munition  which  might  come  to  be  ufed 
againft  ourfelves. 

Ill,  To 

13S  T}]e  fjrft  edition  fays  "three  or  five  fhillings  an  acre,"  the  fecond  edition 
fays  "  zd  "  in  both  cafes.      The  fame  note  applies  to  the  next  paragraph  alfo.   W. 

139  The  provifion  made  by  this  eighth  feftion  is  an  unneceffary  imitation  of 
the  laws  of  iVIofes,  and  every  good  end  was  anfwered  by  making  the  lands  in  each 
town  liable  to  the  taxes  and  charges  of  fuch  town,  let  the  owners  live  where  they 
mav.  H. 

Aa 
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III.  To  the  intent  that  all  oppreffion  in  buying  and  felling 
n^ay  be  avoyded,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  judges  in  any 
towne,  with  the  confent  of  the  free  burgefles,  to  appoint  cer- 
taine  feleft  men  to  fett  reafonable  rates  upon  all  commodities, 
and  proportionably  to  limit  the  wages  of  workmen  and  la- 
bourers, and  the  rates  agreed  upon  by  them,  and  ratifyed  by 
the  judges  to  binde  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  towne,  the  like 
courfe  to  be  taken  by  the  governor  and  affiftants,  for  the 
rating  of  prices  throughout  the  country,  and  all  to  be  con- 
firmed, if  need  be,  by  the  generall  courte. 

IV.  Juft  waights    and    ballances  to  be  kept 

betweene  buyers  and  fellers,  and  for  default  Lev.  19.  35, 
thereof,  the  profitt  foe  wickedly  and  corrupt-  36. 

ly  gotten  and  gained,  with  as  much  more  added  Prov.  11.  i. 
thereto,  is  to  be  forfeited  to  the  publique  and  15.  11. 
treafury  of  the  common  wealth.  and   20.     10. 

V.  If  a  man  borrow  ought  of  his  neighbour 

upon    a    pledge,    the    lender   fhall    not    make  Deut.  24,  10, 
choice  of  what  pledge  he  will  have,   nor   take       11,  12,  13. 
fuch  a  pledge  as  is  of  daylie  necefs[i7i]ary  ufe 
unto  the  debtor,  or  if  he  doe  take  it  he  Ihall  ref-  £.v.  22.26,27. 
tore  it  againe  the  fame  day. 

VI.  Noe  increafe  to  be  taken  of  a  poore  Kxo.  11.  25. 
brother  or  neighbour  for  anything  lent  unto  Lev.  25.  2S-> 
him.  i^S. 

VII.  If  borrowed  goods  be  loft   or  hurt  in 
the  ownrrs  abfence,    the  borrower  is   to   make 

them  good  ;  but  in  the  owners  prefence,  Exo.  24.  14, 
wherein  he  feeth  his  goods  noe  otherwife  ufed  15. 

than  with  his  confent,  the  borrower  fhall  not 
make  them  good.  If  they  were  hired,  the  hire 
is  to  be  payd  and  noe  more. 

Chapt. 
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C  H  A  P  T  .    VI.   Of  TrefpalTes. 

I.  If  a  mans  fwine  or  any  other  beaft,  or  a  fire  kindled  by 
him  break  out  into  another  mans  field  or  corne,  he  fhall 
make  reftltution  both  of  the  dammage  done  by  them  and  of 
the  lofTe  of  time  which  others  have  had  in  car- 
rying fuch  fwine  or  beaft  unto  the  owners,  or  Exo.  22.  5.  6. 
to  the  folde,  but  if  a  man  put  his  beaft  or  fwine 

into  another  mans  field,  reftitution  is  to  be  made  of  the  beft 
of  his  owne,  though  it  were  much  better  than  that  which  was 
deftroyed  or  hurte.  '4° 

II.  If  a  man    killes  another  mans  beaft,  or 

digg  or  open    a  pitt,    and  leave    it  uncovered,   Lev.  24.    18. 
and  a  beaft  fall  into  it,   he  that  killed  the  beaft  Exo.    21.   34. 
and  the  owner  of  the  pitt    ftiall    make   reftitu- 
tion. 

III.  If  one  mans  beaft  kill  the  beaft  of  Exo.  21.  35, 
another,  the  owner  of  the  beaftt  ftiall  make  and  t,6. 
reftitution. 

IV.  If  a  mans  oxe  or  other  beaft   goares  or 

bite  and  kill  a  man  or  a  woman,  whether  Exo.  21.  28, 
childe  or  of  riper  age,  the  beaft  ftiall  be  killed  29,  30,  31. 
a;^d  noe  benefitt  of  the  dead  beaft  referved  to 
the  owner;  but  if  the  oxe  or  beaft  were  wont  to  pufti  or  bite 
in  times  paft,  and  the  owner  hath  been  tould  it,  and  hath  not 
kept  him  in,  then  both  the  oxe  or  beaft  ftiall  be  forfeited  and 
, killed,  and  the  owner  alfo  put  to  death,  or  [172]  elfe  fined 
to  pay  what  the  judges  and  perfons  damnified  fliall  lay 
upon  him. 

T.  If  a  man  deliver  goods  to  his  neigh-  Ex.  22.7,8,9. 
hour  to  keepe  and  they  be  faid' to  be  loft  or  Ex.  22.10,11, 
ftollen    from    him,    the    keeper  of  the   goods  12. 

fhall  be  put  to  his  oath  touching  his  owne  in- 

nocency, 

1-18  Xhe  fecond  edition  adds  this  ciaufe  "  If  fire  break  out  and  catch  in  thorns, 
fo  that  the  corne-ricii  or  the  Handing,  or  the  field  be  confumed,  he  that  kindled 
the  fire,  ftiall  fi:rely  make  retribution."     W. 
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nocency,  which  if  he  take,  and  noe  evidence  appeare  to  the 
contrary,  he  fhall  be  quitt.  But  if  he  be  found  falfe  or  un- 
faithfull,  he  fhall  pay  double  unto  his  neighbour:  But  if  a 
man  take  hire  for  the  goods  committed  to  him,  and  they  be 
ftollen,  the  keeper  fl  all  make  reftitution,  but  if  the  beaft  fo 
kept  for  hire,  dye,  or  be  hurt,  or  be  driven  away  noe  man 
feeing  it,  an  oath  fhall  be  taken  of  the  keeper  that  it  was 
without  his  default,  and  it  fhall  be  accepted  ;  but  if  the  beaft 
be  torne  in  pieces,  and  a  piece  be  brought  for  witnefTe,  it  ex- 
cufeth  the  keeper. 

C  H  A  P  T  .   VII.    Of  Crimes. 

And  firft  of  fuch  as  deferve  capital  punifhment  or  cutting  off 
from  a  mans  people,  whether  by  death  or  banifhment. 

I.   Blafphemy,  which  is  a  curfing  of   God'4' 
by  atheifme,  or    the    like,  to  be  punifhed  with  Lev.  24.   15, 
death.  16, 

II  Idolatry  to  be  punifhed  with  death.  D^a.ij.i/oi  i. 

III.  Witchcraft,    which     is     fellowfhip    by 

covenant  with  a  familiare  fpirit,  to  be  punifh-  Lev.  10.  6.1']. 
ed  with  death. 

IV.  Confulters    with     witches     not    to    be 

tolerated,  but  either  to  be  cut  off  by  death  or  Deut.  18.  10, 
bani{hment,'4i  or  other  fuitable  punifhment.  11,  12. 

V.  Herefy,  which  is  the  maintenance  of  fome  wicked  error 
over  throwing  the  foundation   of  chriflian  religion,  with  ob- ' 
ftinacy,  if  it   be  joyned  with  endeavour  to  fe- 

duce  others  thereunto,  to  be  punifhed  with  Lev.  10.  27. 
death,  becaufe  fuch  an  hereticke  noe  leffe  than  Lev.  20.  6. 
an  idolater  feeketh  to  thruft  the  fouls  of  men  Zach.  13.  j. 
from  the  Lord  their  God. 

VI.  To 

1^0  The  fecond   edition    reads    "  Blafphemy  (which   is    a   curfing  of  God,  or 
wicked  denial  of  God\iY  Atheifm,  or  the  Hke,)  to  be  punifhed  with  death.      W. 
I'll  This  claufe   "  or  other  fuitable  punifhment  "  is  not  in  either  edition.     W. 


173]  Colletiion  of  Papers.  197 

• 

[173]  VI.  To  worfhip  God  in  a  molten  or  Exo.  32.  27, 
graven  image,  to  be  punifhed  with  death.  28. 

VI  I. '43  Such  members  of  the  church  as  doe 
willfully  rejed:  the  will  (after  due  admonition  and  conviftion) 
of  the  churches  eftablifhed,    and    their   chriftian    admonition 
and  cenfures,  to  be  cut  off  by  banifhment,  or  punifhed  by  dif- 
cretion  of  the  court. 

VIII.  Whoever  fhall  revile  the  religion  and  worfhip  of 
God  and  the  government  of  the  church,  as  it  is  now  eftab- 
lifhed, to  be  cut  off  by  banifhment,  or  punifhed  by  difcretion 
of  the  court. 

IX. "M-  WillfuU  perjury,  whether  before  the  judgment 
feate  or  in  private  conference,  to  be  punifhed  according  to 
the  quality  of  the  offence;  rafli  perjury,  whether  publique  or 
private,  to  be  punifhed  likewife.  Jufl  it  is  that  fuch  a  mans 
name  fhould  be  cut  off  from  his  people,  who  profaneth  fo 
grofly  the  name  of  God  before  his  people.'+s 

X.  Profaning  the  Lords  day  in  a  carelefTe  or  Num.  15.  30, 
fcornful    negled   or   contempt    thereof,  to   be  to  n^6. 

punifhed  with  death. 
XI.   To  put'+^  (or  praftife  the  betraying)  the  country,    or 

any 

1'13  The  firft  edition  reads  "Such  members  of  the  church  as  doe  wilfull  rejefl/a 
walke  after  due  admonition  &c."  The  fecond  edition  has  it  more  properly. 
"  Such  members  of  the  church  who  do  wilfully  rejefl  {jo  wit,  after  admonition  and 
conviftion)  the  Churches  eftablifhed  &c."  Both  editions  omit  Hutchinfon's  laft 
caufe,  viz.  "  or  punilhed  by  difcretion  of  the  court." 

Alio  in  feftion  viii,  Hutchinfon  reads  "  to  be  cut  ofFby  banifhment,  or  punijhed 
by  difcretion  of  the  court.     The  words  in  italics  are  in  neither  copy.      W. 

'•'•I  This  seftion  in  the  firft  edition  reads  "  willful  perjury,  whether  before  the 
judgement  feat  or  in  private  conference  to  be  punifhed  with  death.  Rafh  perjury 
whether  in  publike  or  private  to  be  punifhed  with  banifhment,  juft  it  is  &c."  The 
fecond  edition  has  it  more  briefly  "Wilful  perjury  whether  before  the  judgement 
feat  or  in  private  conference  to  be  punifhed  with  banifhment.  Juft  it  is  that  fuch 
a  mans  name  &c."     Both  of  thefe  differ  from.  Hutchinfon's  text.      W. 

i''5  The  editor  of  the  fecond  edition  of  thefe  Laws  notes  "  Thefe  three  lafl 
feffions  have  no  Scripture  annexed  in  my  copy.  But  I  fuppofe  the  Author 
groundeth  his  judgement  for  banifhment  upon  Numb.  15.  30,  31."     W. 

'•"J  The  firft  copy  reads  "  To  put  in  pradlife ; "  the  fecond  reads  "  to  plot  or 
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any  principal  forte  therein  into  the  hiand  of  any  forraigne 
ftate,  Spanifh,  French,  Dutch,  or  the  like,  contrary  to  the 
allegiance  we  owe  and  profefle  to  our  dread  foveraigne  lord 
king  Charles,  his  heires  and  fucceflbrs,  whileft  he  is  pleafed  to 
proted:  us  as  his  loyal  fubjefts,   fhall  be  punifhed  with  death. 

XII.  Unreverent    and     diihonourable    car- 
riage, in  fpeech   to,  or   concerning,  our   magi-  Num.  12.  11, 
ftrates,  to   be  puniflhed  with  banifhment  for  a  14,  15. 
time,   till   they   acknowledge   their    fault,   and 

profefle  reformation, '47  according  to  the  quality  of  the 
offence. 

XIII.  Reviling  of  the  magiftrates  in  high-  Exo.  11.  28 
eft  ranke  amongft  us,  to  witt,  of  the  Governor  iKin.  1.  8,  9 
and  Councell,  to  be  punifhed  with  death.  46 

XIV.  Rebellion,    or   fedition,    or    infurrec- 

tlon,  by  taking  up  armes  againft  the  prefent  Nu.  16.  i,  2, 
government  eftablifhed  in  the  country,  to  be  2>->  'i^i  2>'^y  ItZ 
punifhed  with  death. 

[174]  XV.  Rebellious  children,  whether  they  Deut.  21.  18 
continue  in  riott   or    drunkennelTe,    after    due  19,  20 

corredtion  from  their  parents,  or  whether  they  Ex.  21.15,17 
curfe  or  fmite  their  parents,  to  be  put  to  Lev.  20.  9 
death. h8 

XVI.  Murther,  which  is  a  willfuU  man-  •  •  >  3 
flaughter,  not  in  a  mans  neceffary  defence,  nor  Num.  35.  16 

cafually 
praflife."  The  editor  of  the  latter  makes  a  fimilar  note  that  his  copy  contains  no 
reference  to  Scripture,  for  this  feftion. 

14'  Both  copies  omit  the  claufe  "  according  to  the  quality  of  the  offence." 
The  editor  of  the  fecond  edition   adds   the  following  "  Ouere  whether  this  was 
a  civill  Cenfure  of  banifhment,  or   Church-cenfure  of  excommunication:    the  like 
quere  might  be  made  of  the  cenfure    upon    the    feventh,    eighth,   and  ninth  fec- 
tions."     W. 

148  There  were  feveral  trials  upon  this  law.  John  Porter  was  convifted  and 
fentenced  to  death.  He  appealed  to  the  Commiffioners  in  1 66;  and  whilft  the 
difpute  between  them  and  the  Colony  was  depending  he  found  means  to  efcape, 
and  there  never  was  any  perfon  fufFered  death  for  this  offence.     H. 


175]  ColleSiton  of  Papers.  199 

cafually  committed,  but  out  of  hatred  or  cru-  17,  18,  21  to 

elty,  to  be  punifhed  with  death.  24.  30  to  t,'^. 

XVII.  Adultery,  which  is  the  defyling  Gene.  9.  6. 
of  the  marriage  bed,  to  be  punifhed  with  Lev.  20.  10. 
death.  Beut.  22.  22. 

XVIII.  Defyling  of  a  woman  efpoufed,  is  a 

kind  of  adultery,    and   punifhable  by  death  of  Deut.  22.  23, 

both  parties,  but  if  a  woman  be  forced  then  by  24,  25,  26. 
the  death  of  the  man  only. 

XIX.  Inceft,  which  is  the  defiling   of  any 
that  are  neare  of  kinne  within  the  degrees  pro- 
hibited   in    Leviticus,    to     be    punifhed    with  Lev.    20.  11, 
death;  unnatural  filthinefs  to  be  punifhed  with  12,  13,  14. 
death,  whether  fodomy,  which  is  carnal  fellow-  £5^19. 20. 21. 
fhip   of  man   with    man,    or    of  woman    with 

woman  ;  or  buggery,  which  is  carnal  fellowfhip 
of  man  or  woman  with  beafls  or  fowles. 

XX.  Pollution  of  a  woman  knowne  to  be  in 

her  flowers,  to  be  punifhed  with  death. '49  Lev.  20.    18. 

XXI.  Whoredome  of  a  maid  in  her  fathers 

houfe  kept  fecret   till  after  her   marriage  with  Deut.  11.  20, 
another,  to  be  punifhed  with  death.  21. 

XXII.  Manflealing  to  be  punifhed  with  Deut.  24,  7. 
death. 

XXIII.  Falfe  witnes  againft  life  to  be  pun-  Deut.  19.  16, 
ilhed  with  death.  2i. 

[175]    C  H  A  PT.     VIII. 

Of  other  crimes  lefs  heinous,  and  fuch  as  are  to  be  pun- 
ifhed with  fome  corporal  punifhment  or  fine. 

I.   Firfl:,    rafh   and    profane   fwearing    and    curfing    to   be 
punifhed, 

I.  V^ith 

•■ifl  This  with  divers  others  were  erafed  by  Mr.  Winthrop,  and  never  pafled 
into  laws.     H. 
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I.  With  lofTe  of  honour,  or  office,  if  he  be  a  magiftrate,  or 
officer  ;  meet  it  is  their  names  fhould  be  difhonoured  who 
difhonour  Gods  name. 

I.  With  lofle  of  freedome. 

3.  With  difability  to  give  teftimony. 

4.  With  corporal  puniffiment  ;  either  by  ftripes,  or  by 
branding  him  with  an  hot  iron,  or  boaring  through  the 
tongue,  who  hath  boared  and  pierced  Gods  name,  or  by  fine. 

II.  Drunkenneffe,    as    transforming    Gods 
image  into  a  bead  is  to  be  punifhed  with  the 
punifhment  of  beafts,  a  whip  for  the  horfe,  and  Prov.   16.  3. 
a  rod  for  the  fooles  backe,'5°  is  to  be   punifhed 

by  the  difcretion  of  the  court  or  magiftrate. 

III.  Forcing  of  a  maid  or  a  rape,  is  not  to  be  punifhed 
with  death  by  Gods  laws, 

f  1.  With   fine,   or  penalty  to  the  father 

of  the  maid.  Deut.  22.  15, 

2.  With  marriage   of  the  maid  defiled,    18,  Cs?  28,29. 
But,  \      to  wit,  if  fhe  and   her  father  confent. 

'  3.  With  corporall  punifhment  of  flripes,  for  this 
wrong  is  a  real  flander,  and  it  is  worfe  to  make  a 
whore  than  to  fay  one  is  a  whore. 

IV.  Fornication  to  be  punifhed. 

1.  By  marriage  of  the   maid,  or  giving  her 

a  fufficient  dowry.  Exo.   22,    16. 

2.  With   fl:ripes,   though   fewer,    from   the  equity   of  the 
former  cafe. 

V.  Maiming,    or    wounding   of   a   freeman 

whether  free  burgefTe  or  free  inhabitant,  to  be  £x.2 1.18,1 9. 
punifhed  with  a  fine,  ;ind  to  pay,  Lev.i^.i^,io. 

I.   Firfl  for  his  cure.     2.   For  his  lofle. 

And  with  lofTe  of  member  for  member,  or  fome  valuable 
recompence. 

But 

151  The  following  claufe  (  "  is  to  be  puniftied  by  the  difcretion  of  the  court  or 
magiftrate")  is  in  neither  edition.      W. 
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[176]  But  if  it  be  maiming  or  wounding  of  a    c-  ^r 

fervant,  the  fervant  is  to  goe  forth  free  from  '  •-  •  /• 
fuch  a  fervice,  and  the  mafter  further  punifhed  by  difcre- 
tion,   &c. 

VI.  If  a  man  fteale  a  beaft,  and   it  be  found  in  his   hand, 
he  fhall  make  reftitution  two  for  one,  if  it   be 

killed  and  fold,  reftitution  to  be  made  of  five  Ex.  11.    i.  4. 

oxen  for  one,  of  four  fheepe,  goats  or   fwine, 

for    one  ;    if  the   thief  be    not   able   to  make  Rx.  11.  3. 

reftitution,  then   he   to  be   fold    by   the   mag- 

iftrates  for  a  fervant, '5=- till  by  his  labour  he  may  make  due 

reftitution. 

VII.  If  a  thelfe  be  found  breaking  up  a  houfe  by  night, 
if  he  be  flain  his  fmiter  is   guiltlefle,  but  in  the 

day  time  the  theife  is  to  make  full  reftitution  Exa.    11.     2. 
(as  before)  and   further    puniflied    for    his  at- 
tempt &c.  by  difcretion  ;  or  if  he  be  not  able,  then  to  be  fold 
as  before. 

VIII.  Slanderers  are  to  be  puniftied,  Deu.  22.  17.  18. 

1.  By  apublicke  acknowledgment,  as  the  flander  wus  pub- 
licke 

2.  By  mulfts  or  fine  of  money,  when  the  flander  bringeth 
damage. 

3.  By  ftripes,  if  the  flander  be  grofle,  and  odious,  againft 
fuch  perfons  whom  a  man  ought  to  honour  and  cherifli, 
whether  they  be  his  fuperiours,  or  in  fome  degrees  of 
equality  with  himfelfe,  as  his  wife,  &c, 

C  H  A  P  T .     IX. 

Of  the  triall  of  caufes,  w^hether  civill  or  criminall,  and 
the  execution  of  fentence. 

In  the  triall  of  all  caufes,  noe  judgment  fhall 

pafle, 

152  The  firft  edition  fays  "  for  a  Jlave."     W. 

Bb 
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pafle,  but  either  upon  confeffion  of  the  party,  Deut.  19.  4. 
or  upon  the  teftimony  of  two  witnefles.  Suf-  andi"].  6. 
ficient  teftimony. '53 

II.  Triall  by  jurors'5+  fhall  not  be  denyed,  where  either 
the  delinquent  requireth  it  in  caufes  criminall,  or  the  [177] 
plaintiff  or  defendant  in  civill  caufes,  partly  to  preferve  the 
liberty  of  the  people,  and  partly  to  prevent  fufpicion  of  par- 
tiality of  any  magiftrates  in  the  courte. 

III.  The  jurors  are  not  to  be  chofen  by  any  magiftrates 
or  officers,  but  by  the  free  burgefles  of  each  towne,'55  as  can 
give  beft  light  to  the  caufes  dependant  in  courte,  and  who 
areleaft  obnoxious  to  fufpicion  of  partiality,  and  the  jurors 
then  chofen  to  be  nominated  to  the  courte,  and  to  attend 
the  fervice  of  the  courte. 

IV.  The  fentence  of  judgment,    upon  cri- 
minall caufes  and    perfons,    fhall    be   executed  Deut.    25.    2. 
in   the  prefence  of  the  magiftrates  or  fome  one 

of  them  "56  at  leaft. 

V.  Noe  freeman,  whether  free  burgefTe  or  free  inhabitant, 
to  be  imprifoned,  but  eitherupon  convi(5tion,'57  or  for  want  of 
fufficient  furety  in  cafe  of  debt,  &c.  or  at  leaft  probable  fuf- 
picion of  fome  crime  formerly  mentioned,  and  the  caufe  of 
his  imprifonment  to  be  declared  and  tried  at  the  next  courte 
following,  at  the  furtheft. 

VI.  Stripes  are  not  to  be  inflifted  but  when  the  crimes  of 

the 

153  Thefe  words  are  in  neither  edition.     W. 

l-^-*  The  firil  edition  fays  "Trial  hy  judges,"  clearly  an  error  of  the  prefs.      W. 

155  'Pile  fecond  edition  reads  "  by  the  free  burgefles  of  each  Towne  efpecially 
out  of  each  Towne."     W. 

156  Both  copies  read  "  or  fome  of  them  at  leaft."     W. 

157  The  firil  edition  fays  :  "  No  free-man  whether  free-Burgefle  or  free-Inhabi- 
tant to  be  imprifoned  but  either  upon  convidlion  or  at  leaft  probable  fufpition,  or 
fome  crime  formerly  mentioned,  and  the  caufe  of  his  imprifonment  to  be  declared 
and  cried  at  the  next  Court  following,  at  the  furtheft."  The  fecond  edition  is  the 
fame  except  it  reads  "  probable  fufpicion  «/"fome  crime  formerly  mentioned,"  and 
this  feems  the  bell  verfion.  Neither  of  them  contains  Hutchinfon's  feftion  of 
imprifonment  for  debt.     W. 
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the  offenders  are  accompanied  with  childifh  or  bruitifli  folly, 

or  with  lewd  filthineffe,  or  with    ftubborn    infolency,  or  with 

beaftly  cruelty,  or  with   idle  vagrancy  :      But 

when   ftripes  are  due,  not  above   forty   are  to  Deut.  2^.  2,  3. 

inflidted. 

C  H  A  P  T .     X. 

Of  caufes  criminall  betweene  our  people   and   forraigne 
nations. 

I.   In  cafe  any  of  our  people  (hould  do  wrong   to  men   of 
another  nation,  upon  complaint   made   to   the   Governor  or 
other  of  the   Councell,    or  Affiftants,  the  fadt 
is  diligently   to   be  inquired  into,    and   being 
found  to  be  true,  full  reftitution  is  to  be  made  Math.  7.   12. 
out  of  the  goods   of  the   offender,  as  the  cafe 
fhall  require, '58  and  the  offender  himfelfe  to  be  feverely  pun- 
ifhed,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  crime. 

[178]  II.   In  cafe  the  people  of  another  nation  have  done 
any  important    wrong    to  any  of  ours,  right 
is  firft  to   be    demanded   of  the   Governor  of  Df«.20.io.i  i. 
that  people,  and  juftice  upon  the   malefad:or,26'^»«.    20.    18, 
which  if  it  be  granted  and  performed,  then  noe 
breach  of  peace  to  follow. 

III.  If  right  and  juftice  be  denied,  and  it  will  not  ftand 
with  the  honour  of  God  and  fafety  of  the  nation  that  the 
wrong  be  paft  over,  then  warre  is  to  be  undertaken  and  de- 
nounced. 

IV.  Some  minifter  is  to  be  fent  forth  to  go  Beut.  20.  i. 
along  with  the  army,  for  their  inftrudlion  and  2,  3,  4. 
incouragement. 

V.  When  betrothed  and    not  married,  or 

newly 

IS8  The  claufe(" and  the  offender  himfelfe  to  be  feverely  punilhed  ")  is  not 
in  the  firft  edition,    but  is  in  the  fecond.     W. 
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newly  married,  and  fuch  as  have  newly   built 

or  planted  and  not  received  the  fruits  of  their  Deut.    10.    5, 

labours,  and  fuch  as  are  faint  hearted   men  are  6,  7,  8 

not  to  be  prefTed  or  forced  againft  their  willes 

to  goe  forth  to  warres. 

VI.  Captains  are  to  be  chofen  by  the  officers.  Deut.    20.    9 

VII.  All  wiclcednes  is  to  be  removed  out  of 

the  campe  by  fevere  difcipline.  Deu.  23.  9,  12 

VIII.  And,  in  warre,'S9  men  of  a    corrupt  13,  14, 
and  falfe  religion  are  not  to  be  accepted,  much   2  Chro.  25. 
lefle  fought  for.  6,  8 

IX.  Women,   efpecially  fuch    as   have  not 

lyen    by    man,   little    children,   and  cattle,  are  Deut.  20.  14 
to  be  fpared  and  referved  for  fpoyle. 

X.  Fruit  trees,  whiJeft    they  may  be  of  ufe 

for  meate  to  our  own   fouldiers,   are  not  to  be  Deut.   20.   19. 
cut  downe  or  dtftroyed,  and  confequently  not  20. 

corne. 

XI.  The  fpoyles  gotten  by  warres  are  to  be 

divided  into  two  partes,  between  the  fouldiers  Num.  31.  27 
and  the  commonwealth  that  fent  them  forth. 

XII.  A  tribute  from  both  is  to  be  levyed  to 

the  Lord  and    given   to   the   treafury   of  the   Num.  ^i-  28 
church,   a   5th   parte'^°  out    of  the   common-  29,  47 

wealths   parte,   and   a   5th    parte    out    of  the 
fouldiers. 

XIII.  If 

159  The  firft  edition  reads  "  ^Win  ^zx  from  men  of  a  corrupt  or  falfe  Religion 
is  not  to  be  accepted  &c."     Hutchinfon  evidently  ufed  this  tell  and  fought  to  cor- 

reft  it  by  reading  "  and  in  war  men are  not   to   be  accepted  Uc  "     The 

fecond  edition  reftores  the  right  verfion,    "  Jitt,  in  war  from  men, is  not 

to  be  accepted.''      This  is  a  noteworthy  example  of  correiling  the  text.      W. 

160  The  fecord  edition  reads :  "  A  fit'tieth  part  out  of  the  Commonwealths  part, 
and  a  five  hundredth  part  out  of  the  part  of  the  fouldiers."  The  firft  edition 
reads  "  one  Jift"  &e  and  "  a  500  part."  Hutchinfon  evidently  read  this  error  of 
"  one  fift "  as  one  fifth,  and  altered  the  fecond  to  the  fame  amount.  The  refer- 
ence to  the  Scriptures  plainly  fhows  the  text  of  the  fecond  edition  to  be  cor- 
rea.     W. 
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[179]  Xill.  If  all  the  fouldiers  returne  backe  again  in 
peace,  not  one  lackinge,  it  is  acceptable  to  the  Lord,  if  they 
offer,  over  and  above  their  former  tribute,  a  voluntary  obla- 
tion unto  the  treafury  of  the  church,  for  the  memoriall  of  the 
redemption  of  their  lives  by  the  fpeciall  providence  and  fal- 
vation  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts. 

Ifaiah  22,.  22.  The  Lord  is  our  Judge,  the  Lord  is  our 
Lawgiver,  theLord  is  our  King,  he  will 
fave  us.  Amen. 


Anfwers'^i  of  the  Reverend  Elders  to  certaine  Queftions 
propounded  to  them.'^z 

Q.  i.TTTHETHER  the  Magiftrates  are  by  pattent  and 
VV  eledion  of  the  people  the  ftanding  counfell  of 
the  commonwealth,  in  the  vacancie  of  the  general  court,  and 
have  power  accordingly  to  ad;  in  all  cafes  fubjeft  to  govern- 
ment according  to  faid  pattent  and  the  laws  of  this  jurifdic- 
tion,  and  when  any  neceffary  occafions  call  for  aftion  from 
authority,  in  cafes  where  there  is  noe  particular  expreffe  law 
provided,  there  to  be  guided  by  the  word  of  God  till  the 
generall  court.e  give  particular  rules  in  fuch  cafes  ? 

A.  I.  The  magiftrates  are  by  pattent  and  eleftion  of  the 
people,  the  ftanding  counfell  of  the  commonwealth  in  the 
vacancie  of  the  generall  courte,  and  accordingly  to  ad  in  all 
cafes  (pertaining  to  government)  according  to  the  pattent  and 

laws 

101  This  document  is  printed  in  the    Maflachufetts  Records  ii,  90^96.     W. 

1  <>-  The  Elders  were  made  umpires  in  a  contention  between  the  Governor  and 
Afliftants  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Houfe  of  Deputies  on  the  other.  The  patent, 
if  the  corporation  had  continued  in  i'.ngland  as  was  intended,  admits  of  no  difE- 
cuhy  in  the  conftrudlion  of  it.  Thefe  doubts  and  queftions  arife  meerly  from 
changing  a  corporation  in  England  into  a  common,wealth  in  America.  The 
queftions  feem  not  to  have  been  propofed  all  at  the  fame  time,  but  it  appears  they 
were  all  anfwered  before  the  year  1646.     H. 
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laws  made  by  the  faid  generall  courte  of  this  jurifdiftion. 
This  anfwer  is  grounded  upon  fundry  pafiages  in  the  faid 
pattent,  as  p.  lo.  where  it  is  faid  that  the  Gover[i8o]nor, 
Deputie  Governor  and  Affiftants  fhall  apply  themfelves  to 
take  care  of  the  beft  difpofeing  and  ordering  of  the  generall 
affaires  and  bufineffes  of  for  and  concerning  the  lands  and 
premifles  and  the  plantations  thereof,  and  the  government  of 
the  people  there.  Alfoe  p.  ii.  it  is  faid  that  the  Governor, 
Deputie  Governor  and  Affiftants,  or  anie  number  of  them  as 
is  exprefled,  fhall  be  a  full  and  fufficient  courte  for  the 
handling,  ordering  and  difpatching  of  all  fuch  bufineffes  and 
occurrences  as  fhall  from  time  to  time  happen  touching  and 
concerning  the  faid  company  or  plantation.  And  it  is  faid 
p.  12.  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  generall  courte  to  make 
laws  and  ordinances  for  the  good  and  wellfare  of  the  com- 
panie,  and  they  may  make  and  eftablifh  wholefome  laws, 
flatutes  and  ordinances  for  the  fettling  of  the  forms  and  cere- 
monies of  government  and  magiftracie,  and  for  managing  and 
fettling  all  forts  oi  officers,  fuperiour  and  inferiour,  and  for 
the  diftinguifhing  and  fetting  forth  the  feverall  duties, 
powers  and  limmitts  in  every  fuch  office  and  place.  2dly. 
We  doe  not  find  that  by  the  pattent  they  are  expreffiy  di- 
refted  to  proceed  according  to  the  word  of  God,  but  we  un- 
derftand  that  by  a  law  or  libertie  of  the  country,  they  may  acft 
in  cafes  wherein  as  yet  there  is  no  expreffe  law,  foe  that  in 
fuch  acfts  they  proceed  according  to  the  word  of  God. 

Q.  2.  Whether  the  Governor  and  Affiftants  have  anie  power 
by  pattent  to  difpence  juftice  in  the  vacancie  of  the  generall 
courte,  without  fome  law  or  order  of  the  fame  to  declare  the 
rule  ? 

A.  We  doe  not  find  in  this  commonwealth  now  conftituted 
by  this  pattent  that  the  Governor  and  Affiftants  have  any 
power  to  difpence  juftice  in  the  vacancie  of  the  generall  courte, 
without  fome  law  or  .order  of  the  fame,  as  the  rule   of  theire 

adminiftration. 
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adminiftration,  which  we  conceive  were  meete  to  be  exprefled 
for  the  regukteing  of  all  particulars  as  far  as  may  be,  when 
fuch  cannot  be  fupplyed  by  general!  rules. 

O.  3.  Whether  anie  generall  courte  hath  not  power  in 
particular  cafes  to  choofe  any  commiffioners,  either  Affiftants 
or  freemen,  exempting  all  others,  to  give  theire  com-[i8i] 
miffion,  to  fett  forth  theire  power  and  places  ;  by  any  particu- 
lar cafe,  we  meane  in  all  things,  and  in  thofe  of  all  the  officers 
the  commonwealth  ftands  in  need  of  between  eledtion  and 
election,  not  talcing  away  the  peoples  liberties  in  eledtion, 
nor  turneing  out  any  officer  foe  eledled  by  them  without 
fnewing  caufe  ? 

A.  If  the  tearmes  (all  thinges)  intend  or  imply  all  cafes  of 
conftant  judicature  and  counfell,  we  anfwer  negatively,  viz. 
that  the  generall  courte  hath  not  power  by  pattent  in  all 
cafes  to  choofe  anie  officers,  as  commiffioners,  either  affiftants 
or  freemen,  exempting  that  is  excluding  all  others,  to  give 
them  commiffion,  to  fet  forth  theire  power  and  places,  be- 
caufe  it  would  then  follow,  that  the  magiftrates  might  be  ex- 
cluded from  all  cafes  of  conftant  judicature  and  counfell 
which  are  theire  principall  worke,  whereby  alfoe  the  end  of 
the  peoples  eleftion  would  be  made  fruftrate.  2dly.  But  if 
thefe  tearms  (all  things)  imply  and  intend  cafes,  whether  oc- 
cafionall  or  other,  belonging  neither  to  conftant  judicature 
nor  counfell,  we  anfwer  affirmatively,  viz.  The  generall 
courte  hath  power  by  pattent  in  fuch  particular  cafes  to 
choofe  anie  officers  and  commiffioners,  either  affiftants  or 
freemen,  exempting  all  others,  to  give  them  commiffion,  to 
fett  forth  theire  power  and  places,  which  yet  we  underftand 
with  this  diftincflion,  viz.  that  if  the  affaires  committed  to 
fuch  officers  or  commiffioners  be  of  generall  concernment, 
we  conceive  the  freemen  according  to  the  pattent  are  to  choofe 
them,  the  generall  courte  to  fett  forth  theire  power  and  places  ; 
but  if  the  affaires  committed  to  fuch  officers  or  commiffioners 
be  meerely   of  particular  concernment,  then  we  conceive  the 

generall 
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generall  courte  may  both  choofe  them  and  fett  forth  theire 
power  and  places.  Whereas  we  give  places  of  conftant  ju- 
dicature and  counfell  to  the  magiftrates,  we  thus  interpret 
the  word  (counfell)  Counfell  confifts  of  care  and  aftion  ;  in 
refpedb  of  care  they  are  not  to  be  limited,  in  refped;  of  aftion 
they  are  to  be  limited  by  the  generall  courte  as  the  fupreme 
counfell.  Finally,  it  is  our  humble  requeft  that  if  anie  differ- 
ence grow  in  the  generall  courte  betweene  [182]  magiftrates 
and  deputies,  either  in  thefe  or  anie  the  like  weighty  cafes 
which  cannot  be  prefefitly  iffued  with  mutual  peace,  then 
both  parties  will  be  pleafed  to  deferre  the  fame  to  further  de- 
liberation, for  the  honour  of  God  and  of  the  courte. 

Q.  I.  Whether  the  deputies  in  general  courte  have  judi- 
ciall  and  magiftraticall  authoritie  ? 

Q.  2.  Whether  by  pattent  the  generall  courte,  confiftingof 
magiftrates  and  deputies,  as  a  generall  courte,  have  judicial! 
and  magiftraticall  authoritie  ? 

A.  I.  The  pattent  in  expreffe  words  giveth  full  power  and 
authoritie,  as  to  the  governor  and  affiftants  foe  to  the  freemen 
alfoe  aflembled  in  generall  courte,  p.  11.  2ndly,  Whereas 
there  is  a  3  fold  power  of  Magiftraticall  authoritie,  legiflative, 
judicative,  and  confultative  or  diredative,  of  the  publique 
affaires  of  the  commonwealth,  for  provifion  and  proteftion. 
The  I  ft  of  thefe,  namely,  legiflative,  is  expreffely  given  to  the 
freemen  joyntly  with  the  governor  and  affiftants,  p.  I2. 
Confultative  or  diredtative  power  of  the  publique  affaires  of 
the  commonwealth,  for  provifion  and  protedtion  is  alfo 
granted  by  the  pattent  unto  the  freemen  as  to  the  governor 
and  affiftants,  p.  13.  But  now  for  the  judicature,  if  we 
fpeake  of  the  conftant  and  ufuall  adminiftration  hereof,  we 
we  doe  not  find  that  it  is  granted  to  the  freemen  or  deputies 
in  the  generall  courte,  either  by  the  pattent  or  by  the  eledtion 
of  the  people,  or  by  anie  law  of  the  country.  But  if  we 
fpeake  of  the  occafional    adminiftration    thereof  we  find  the 

power 
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power  of  judicature  adminiftrable  by  the  freemen  joyntly 
with  the  governor  and  afl'iftants,  upon  a  double  occafion, 
I.  In  cafe  of  defed  or  delinquency  of  a  magiftrate  we  find  the 
whole  general!  courte  of  governor,  deputy  governor,  affift- 
ants  and  freemen  may  proceed  to  remove  him,  p.  I2.  idly. 
If  by  the  law  of  the  countrey  there  lye  anie  appeale  to  the 
general  courte  or  any  other  fpeciall  caufes  referred  to  theire 
judgement,  it  will  neceffarily  inferre  that  in  fuch  cafes,  by 
fuch  laws,  the  freemen  joyntly  with  the  governor  [183]  and 
affiftants  have  power  of  judicature  touching  the  appealeants 
and  caufe,  the  appeale  and  thofe  referved  cafes.  What  we 
fpeake  of  the  power  of  freemen,  the  fame  may  be  faid  of 
deputies,  foe  far  forth  as  the  power  of  the  freemen  is  delegated 
to  them  by  order  of  hw. 

Q.  3.  Whether  we    may    warrantably    prefcribe   penalties 
to  offences  which  may  probably  admit  of  variable  degrees  of 


Q.  4.  Whether  a  judge  be  bound  to  pronounce  fentence 
as  a  pofitive  law  prefcribes,  in  cafe  it  be  apparently  above  or 
beneath  the  merit  of  the  offence. 

A.  I.  Certaine  penalties  may  and  ought  to  be  prefcribed  to 
capitall  crimes,  although  they  mayadmitt  variable  degrees  of 
guilt,  as  in  cafe  of  murder  upon  prepenfed  malice  and  upon 
fudden  provocation  there  is  prefcribed  the  fame  death  in 
both,  though  murder  upon  a  prepenfed  malice  be  a  farre 
greater  guilt  than  upon  fudden  provocation,  iV«w.  35,  16,  17, 
18;  with  ver.  20  21,  alfoe  in  crimes  of  leffe  guilt,  as  in  theift, 
though  fome  theift  be  of  greater  guilt  than  other  (as  for  fome 
men  to  fteale  a  fheepe  that  hath  leffe  nede  is  of  greater  guilt 
than  for  another  who  hath  more  nede)  the  Lord  prefcribed 
one  fame  meafure  of  reftitution  to  both,  Exod.  22.  i.  2dly, 
In  cafe  variable  circumftances  of  an  offence  doe  foe  much 
varie  the  degrees  of  guilt,  as  that  the  offence  is  raifed  to  a 
Co  higher 
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higher  nature,  then  the  penaltie  muft  be  varied  to  a  higher 
anfwerable  proportion  ;  the  ftrikeing  of  a  neigbour  may  be 
punifhed  with  fome  pecuniary  muldl,  when  the  ftrikeing  of  a 
father  may  be  punifhed  with  death  ;  foe  any  fin  committed 
with  an  hie  hand,  as  the  gathering  fticks  of  the  Sabbath  day 
may  be  punifhed  with  death,  when  a  lefler  punifhment  might 
ferve  for  gathering  fticks  privily  and  in  fome  need,  jdly, 
In  cafe  circumftances  doe  foe  varie  a  finne  as  that  many 
finnes  are  complicated  and  wrapped  up  in  it,  the  penaltie  is 
to  be  varied  according  to  the  penaltie  of  thofe  feverall  finnes. 
A  fingle  lye  may  be  punifhed  with  a  leffe  muldl  than  if  it  be 
tould  before  the  judgement  feate,  or  [184]  elfewhere  to  the 
damage  of  any  perfon,  whether  in  his  good  name  by  flander, 
or  in  his  eftate  by  detriment  in  his  commerce,  in  which  cafe 
a  lye  aggravated  by  circumftances  is  to  be  punifhed  with 
refpe6l  both  to  a  lye  and  a  flander,  and  to  the  detriment 
which  another  fuftaineth  thereby.  4thly,  In  cafe  that  the 
circumftances,  which  varie  the  degrees  of  guilt,  concerne  only 
the  perfon  of  the  offender  (as  whether  it  were  his  firft  offence, 
or  cuftomarie,  whether  he  was  inticed  thereto  or  the  inticer, 
whether  he  was  principall  or  acceffary,  whether  unadvifed  or 
w'ttingly  and  willingly,  &c.)  there  it  were  meete  that  the  pen- 
altie fliould  be  expreffed  with  a  latitude,  whereof  the  loweft 
degree  to  be  expreffed,  fuppofe  55.  or  as  the  cafe  may  be  5 
ftripes,  and  the  higheft  degree  20s.  or  4.S.  or  ftripes  more  or 
lefs,  within  which  compafs  or  latitude  it  may  be  free  to  a 
magiftrate  to  aggravate  or  mitigate  the  penaltie  as  the  circum- 
ftances doe  require  or  alleviate  the  offence.  Yet  we  would 
have  care  be  taken  that  a  magiftrate  attend  in  his  fentence  to 
a  certaine  rule,  as  much  as  may  be  in  thofe  circumftances, 
left  fome  perfon  whofe  fins  be  alike  circumftantiated  with 
another,  if  his  puniftiment  be  not  equall  the  one  with  the 
other,  one  may  thinke  himfelfe  more  unequally  dealt  withall 
than  another.  5thly,  In  thofe  cafes  wherein  a  judge  is  per- 
fwaded  in  confcience  that  a  crime  deferved  a  greater  punifh- 
ment 
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ment  than  the  law  inflidleth,  he  may  lawfully  pronounce  fen- 
tence  according  to  the  prefcript  penaltie  of  the  law,  becaufe  he 
hath  noe  power  committed  to  him  by  law  to  goe  higher  ;  but 
where  the  law  may  feem  to  the  confcience  of  the  judge  to  in- 
flidt  a  greater  penalty  than  the  offence  deferveth,  it  is  his  part 
to  fufpend  his  fentence  till  by  conferrence  with  the  lawgivers 
he  hath  liberty,  either  to  inflict  the  fentence  or  to  mitigate  it. 
6thly,  The.  penalties  of  great  crimes  may  be  fometimes  mit- 
tigated  by  fuch  fs  are  in  cheife  power,  which  in  this  country 
is  the  generall  courte,  out  of  refped  to  the  publique  good 
fervices  which  the  delinquent  hath  done  to  the  ftate  in  former 
times;  fo  Solomon  mittigated  the  pu[i85]nifhment  of  Abia- 
thar  for  his  fervice  done  to  his  father  formerly,  i  Kings  1 
26,  27. 

Q.  I.  Whether  the  diftinflion  of  power  of  authoritye  in 
magiftrates,  and  only  libertie  of  counfell  in  the  people,  be  ac- 
cording to  the  pattent,  with  refped;  of  the  magiftrates  and 
deputies  in  the  generall  courte  i" 

A.  We  conceive  by  the  pattent,  as  the  people  have  libertie 
of  counfell,  foe  they  have  alfoe  other  power  or  authority,  as 
we  have  exprefled  in  our  anfwer  to  the  two  firft  queftions  fent 
unto  us  by  our  honoured  magiftrates. 

Q.  1.  Whether  I  he  generall  courte,  confifting  of  magiftrates 
and  deputies,  be  not  the  chiefe  power  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  to  defcribe  the  power  of  magiftracy,  and  to  pre- 
fcribe  laws  to  all,  and  doe  all  other  ads  which  belong  to  fuch 
a  power  ? 

A.  The  generall  courte,  confifting  of  magiftrates  and  depu- 
ties, is  the  cheife  civill  power  of  this  commonwealth,  foe  as 
to  prefcribe  the  power  of  magiftracy  and  to  prefcribe  in  a 
civill  way  lawes  unto  all,  not  repugnant  unto  the  lawes  of 
God,  nor  to  the  pattent,  nor  to  the  fundamentall  lawes  and 
liberties  eftabliftied   in  this   commonwealth,  and  accordingly 

may 
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may  doe  all  other  afts  which  belong  to  fuch  a  power,  as 
namely,  both  afts  ofcounfell  tending  to  the  provifion  and 
prote6lion  and  wellfare  of  the  whole  body,  and  alfoe  afts  of 
judgement,  foe  far  as  (according  to  our  anfwer  to  the  two 
former  queftions  of  our  honoured  magiftrates)  is  by  the  pat- 
tent  or  choice  of  the  people  or  lawes  of  the  commonwealth 
referved  to  them  and  feated  in  them. 

Q.  3.  Whether  our  government  be  a  pure  ariftocracie  or 
mixt  with  a  democracie  .''  If  mixt,  whether  it  fhould  not  be 
mixt  in  all  the  adaiiniftrations  of  the  fame? 

A.  I.  Our  government  is  not  a  meere  ariftocracy,  but  mixt 
of  an  ariftocracy  and  democracy,  in  refpedt  of  the  generall 
courte.  2dly,  Notwithftanding  it  be  mixed  in  the  generall 
courte,  yet  it  followeth  not  neceffary  thereupon,  [186]  that 
that  it  fhould  be  mixed  in  all  other  courtes  and  adminiftr  1- 
tions  thereof,  becaufe  our  forme  (as  all  other  formes  jf  civill 
government)  is  the  ordinance  of  man,  therefore  as  it  was  free 
to  make  it  mixed  or  fimple,  foe  alfoe  to  make  it  mixed  in  the 
generall  courte  and  united  in  others  according  to  the  pleafures 
of  the  ordeiners  thereof.  Accordingly  our  pattent,  notwith- 
ftanding it  hath  made  our  government  mixed  in  refped;  of 
the  generall  courte,  yet  it  feemes  to  have  inftituted  fubordin- 
ate  adminiftrations  of  juftice  to  be  ariftocratically  difpenfed 
by  the  courte  of  affiftants  ;  yet  even  in  thefe  courtes  there  is 
fome  place  for  a  democratical  difpenfation  m  refped:  of  the 
jurors. 

It  was  voted  that  all  the  anfwers  given  in  by  the  reverend 
Elders  to  the  feverall  queftions,  were  approved  juft  and 
true  anfwers  to  fatisfadlion,  except  fuch  as  are  not  put 
to  vote. 

Prop.  I.  That  the  aftiftants  have  no  power  to  aft  in  ju- 
dicature without  fome  law  of  the  general  court  to  declare 
the  rule. 

Elders. 
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Elders.  That  the  affiftants  have  noe  power  to  aft  in  ju- 
dicature, without  fome  law,  either  particularly  exprefled,  or 
in  generall  tearmes,  in  defed  thereof,  enaded  by  the  generall 
courte  as  the  rule  of  their  adminiftrationes. 

Prop.  1.  That  the  generall  courte  confiftingof  Magiftrates 
and  deputies  is  the  chiefeft  power  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
may  ad:  in  all  things  belonging  to  fuch  a  power  concerning 
counfell  and  judicature,  namely  for  making  laws,  receiving 
appeals,  queftioning  and  fentencing  the  higheft  officers,  and 
confulting  about  the  weightieft  affaires  of  the  common  wealth 
and  in  all  other  cafes  which  in  their  wifdome  they  thinke 
meet  to  take  cognizance  of. 

Elders.  That  the  general  court  confifting  of  magiftrates 
and  deputies  is  the  chiefeft  power  of  this  common  wealth, 
and  may  ad  in  all  things  belonging  to  fuch  a  power,  both 
concerning  counfell  in  confulting  about  the  weighty  [187] 
affairs  of  th's  common  wealth  and  concerning  lawes,  alfoe 
concerning  judicature  in  orderly  impeaching,  fentanceing  and 
removing  officers,  even  the  higheft  according  to  law,  like- 
wise in  receiving  appeales  whether  touching  civill  orcriminall 
cafes  wherein  appeales  are  or  ftiall  be  allowed  by  the  generall 
court. 

Prop.  3.  That  the  magiftrate  hath  not  power  to  vary 
from  the  penalties  of  any  law  either  to  mitigate  or  exceed  the 
fame. 

Elders.  That  the  magiftrate  hath  not  power  to  vary  from 
the  penaltie  of  any  low  either  to  mitigate  or  exceed  the  fame 
without  confent  of  the  general  court. 

Prop.  4.  That  the  patent  in  expreffe  words  giveth  full 
power  and  authority  as  to  the  governor  and  affiftants  foe  to 
the  freemen  alio  affembled.in  general  court. 

[Elders.  That  the    patent  in    expreffe  words  giveth  full 

power 
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power  and  authority  as  to  the  governor  and  affiftants  foe  to 
the  freemen  alfo  affembled  in  general  court,]'^3  or  thus,  that 
the  full  power  which  is  prefcribed  by  the  patent  and  graunted 
by  the  general  court  is  not  only  to  the  governor  and  affiftants, 
but  alfo  to  the  freemen  there  affembled  and  adting  with  com- 
mon confent. 

Prop.  5.  That  certaine  penalties  may  and  ought  to  be 
prefcribed  in  cafes  although  the  offences  admit  o:  variable 
degrees  of  guilt. 

Elders.  That  certaine  penalties  may  and  ought  to  be 
prefcribed  in  cafes  although  the  offences  admit  of  variable 
degrees  of  guilt. 


[188]  A  Remonftranceand  Petition  of  Robert  Child,  and 
others. '6+ 

To  the  worfhipful  the  Governor,  the  Deputy  Governor,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Affiftants  of  the  MafTachufets  Bay  in  New 
England,  together  with  the  Deputyes  of  the  General 
Court  now  affembled  at  Bofton. 

The  Remonftrance  and  humble  Petition  of  us  whofe  names 
are  underwritten,  in  behalfe  of  ourfelves  and  divers  others 
within  this  jurifdiftion,  humbly  fheweth, 

THAT  we  cannot  but  with  all  thankfulnes  acknowledge 
your  indefatigable  paines,  continuall  care  and  conftant 
vigilancy,  which,  by  the  bleffiing  of  the  Almighty,  hath  pro- 
cured unto  this  wildernefs  the   much   defired   fruits  of  peace 

and 
163  'Phe  laft  claufe  is  the  only  one  on    the   Maflachufetts  record.     Hutchinfon 
evidently  faw  there  was  a  miftake  in  his  copy.      W. 

iiJ-l  The  following  documents  need  no  exj^nation.  In  Winthrop's  Journal  many 
particulars  will  be  found,  but  the  whole  controverfy  feems  to  have  arifen  from  the 
idea  entertained  by  fome  of  the  fettlers  that  all  of  the  King's  fubjefts  had  a  right  to 
become  citizens  of  the  colony.  Winthrop  denies  that  the  petitioners  reprefented 
any  confiderable  portion  of  the  colonifts.     W. 
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and  plenty  :  While  our  native  land,  yea  the  chriftian  world, 
is  fharply  afflifted  with  the  devouring  fword  and  the  fad  con- 
fequents  of  inteftine  wars.  And  further,  that  you  whom  the 
Lord  hath  placed  at  the  helme  of  thefe  plantations  and  en- 
dowed with  eminent  gifts  fitt  for  fuch  honourable  callings, 
are  beft  able  to  forefee  the  clouds  which  hang  over  our  heads, 
the  ftorms  and  tempefts  which  threaten  this  poor  handfull 
here  planted,  and  timoufly  to  amend  them.  Notwithftanding 
thofe  who  are  under  decks,  being  at  prefent  unfit  for  higher 
employments,  may  perceive  thofe  leaks  which  will  inevitably 
fink  this  weake  and  ill  compared  vefiell,  if  not  by  your  wif- 
(lomes  opportunely  prevented.  We  who,  in  behalfe  of  our- 
felves  and  divers  of  our  countrymen,  laying  our  hands  upon 
our  breafts  and  ferioufiy  confidering  that  the  hand  of  our 
good  God,  who  through  his  goodnefl"e  hath  fafely  brought  us 
and  ours  through  the  great  ocean  and  planted  us  here,  feems 
not  now  to  be  with  us,  yea  rather  againfl:  us,  blafting  all  our 
defigns,  though  contrived  with  much  deliberation,  under- 
taken with  great  care,  and  proceeding  with  more  than  ordinary 
probability  of  fuccefsful  events,  by  which  many  of  good 
[189]  efl;ates  are  brought  to  the  brink  of  extreame  poverty, 
yea  at  this  time  laying  his  jufl:  hand  upon  our  familyes,  taking 
many  away  to  himfelf,  fl:riking"others  with  unwonted  malig- 
nant ficknefles,  and  with  fome  fliameful  difeafes,  h;.ve  thought 
it  convenient  with  all  refpediivenefie  to  prefent  thefe  our  fin- 
cere  requefl:s  and  remonfl:rances  to  this  honored  court,  hoping 
we  have  found  out  thofe  fpeciall  leaks,  which  concurring  with 
many  and  great  fins  of  this  place  (which  our  confciences 
know  and  our  brethren  of  England  are  not  ignorant  of)  are 
the  fpeciall  caufes  of  the  Lords  turning  his  face  from  us, 
leaving  us  to  ourfelves,  and  confequently  to  fl:rife,  contention, 
unfaithfulnefie,  idlenes,  and  of  lamentable  faylings,  not 
blefi"ing  us  in  any  of  our  endeavours,  fo  as  to  give  us  any 
great  hopes  of  ftaple  commodities,  and  confequently  of  com- 
fortable fubfiftance,  though  we,  to   the  utmoft  of  our  power, 

thefe 
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thefe  many  years,  even  to  the  exhaufting  of  our  eftates  and 
fpirits,  have  endeavoured  the  fame  ;  but  contrariwife,  all 
things  grow  worfe  and  worfe,  even  to  the  threatning  (in  our 
apprehenfions)  of  no  lefs  than  finall  ruine  ;  not  doubting  but 
you  will  receive  them  with  the  fame  candour  of  mind  which 
we,  not  ayming  at  novelty  or  difturbance,  but  at  the  glory  of 
God,  our  allegiance  to  the  ftate  of  England,  and  good  of 
thefe  poor  plantations  (if  our  hearts  deceive  us  not)  prefent 
them  unto  you,  though  for  want  of  fkill  and  other  neceffary 
helpe  roughly  drawne  up  ;  and  hope  that  you  will  be  more 
diligent  in  amending  than  we  in  fearching  out  the  caufes  of 
thefe  our  prefent  calamities,  &c.  Not  to  trouble  you  who 
are  employed  in  the  moft  ferious  affairs  of  thefe  plantations 
with  many  words,  we  fhall  briefly  referre  them  to  thefe 
heads,  &c. 

I.  Whereas  this  place  hath  been  planted  by  the  incourage- 
ment,  next  under  God,  of  letterts  patents  given  and  granted 
by  his  Majefty  of  England  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  with 
many  privileges  and  immunities,  viz.  Incorporation  into  a 
company,  liberty  of  choofing  governors,  fetling  government, 
making  lawes  not  repugnant  to  the  lawes  of  England,  power 
of  adminiftring  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  [190]  all,  &c.  as  by 
the  faid  letters  patents  more  largely  appeareth.  Notwith- 
ftanding,  we  cannot,  according  to  our  judgments,  difcerne  a 
fetled  forme  of  government  according  to  the  lawes  of  England, 
which  may  feem  ftrange  to  our  countrymen,  yea.  to  the  whole 
world,  efpecially  considering  we  are  all  Englifh.  Neither  do 
we  fo  underftand  and  perceyve  our  owne  lawes  or  libertyes, 
or  any  body  'of  lawes  here  fo  eftablifhed,  as  that  thereby  there 
may  be  a  fure  and  comfortable  enjoyment  of  our  lives,  liber- 
tyes, and  eftates,  according  to  our  due  and  naturall  rights, 
as  freeborne  fubjedls  of  the  Englifh  nation.  By  which,  many 
inconveniences  flow  into  plantations,  viz.  jealoufies  of  intro- 
ducing arbitrary  government,  which  many  are  prone  to  be- 
leeve,   conftruing  the    procraflination  of  fuch  fetled  lawes  to 

proceed 
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proceed  from  an  pvergreedy  fpirit  of  arbitrary  power  (which 
it  may  be  is  their  weaknes)  fuch  proceedings  being  deteflable 
to  our  Englifh  nation,  and  to  all  good  men,  and  at  prefent 
a  cheife  caufe  of  the  inteftine  warre  in  our  deare  country: 
Further,  it  gives  caufe  to  many  to  thinke  themfelves  hardly 
dealt  with,  others  too  much  favored,  and  the  fcale  of  juftice 
too  much  bowed  and  unequally  ballanced  :  From  whence  alfo 
proceedeth  feares  and  jealoufies  of  illegal  committments,  un- 
juft  imprifonments,  taxes,  rates,  cuftomes,  levyes  of  un- 
grounded and  undoing  affefTments,  unjuftifiable  prefles, 
undue  fynes,  unmeafurable  expences  and  charges,  of  uncon- 
ceyvable  dangers  through  a  negative  or  deftruftive  vote  un- 
duly placed,  and  not  well  regulated,  in  a  word,  of  a  non  cer- 
tainty of  all  things  we  enjoy,  whether  lives,  liberties  or 
eftates  ;  and  alfo  of  undue  oaths,  being  fubjedt  to  expofiition, 
according  to  the  will  of  him  or  them  that  gives  them,  and 
not  according  to  a  due  and  unbowed  rule  of  law,  which  is 
the  true  interpreter  of  all  oathes  to  all  men,  whether  judge  or 
judged. 

Wherefore  our  humble  defire  and  requeft  is,  that  you 
would  be  pleafed  to  confider  of  our  prefent  condition  and 
upon  what  foundation  we  ftand,  and  unanimoufly  concurr 
to  eftablifh  the  fundamentall  and  wholefome  lawes  of  our 
native  country,  and  fuch  others  as  are  no  waves  repugnant 
[191]  to  them,  unto  which  all  of  us  are  moft  accuftomed  ; 
and  we  fuppofe  them  beft  agreeable  to  our  Englifh  tempers, 
and  yourfelves  obliged  thereunto  by  the  generall  charter  and 
your  oathes  of  allegiance.  Neither  can  we  tell,  whether  the 
Lord  hath  bleft  many  in  thefe  parts  with  fuch  eminent  politi- 
call  gifts,  fo  as  to  contrive  better  lawes  and  cuftomes  than  the 
wifeft  of  our  nation  have  with  great  confideration  compofei, 
and  by  many  hundred  yeares  experience  have  found  moft 
equall  and  juft ;  which  have  procured  to  the  nation  much 
honour  and  renowne  amongft  ftfangers,  and  long  peace  and 
tranquility  amongft  themfelves.  And  for  the  more  ftridt 
Dd  and 
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and  due  obfervation  and  execution  of  the  faid  lawes  by  all 
the  minilters  of  juftice,  That  there  may  be  a  fetled  rule  for 
them  to  walke  by  in  all  cafes  of  judicature,  from  which  if 
they  fwerve  there  may  be  fome  power  fetled,  according  to  the 
lawes  of  England,  that  may  call  them  to  account  for  their 
delinquences,  which  may  be  a  good  meanes  to  prevent  divers 
unneceffary  appeales  into  England. 

2.  Whereas  there  are  many  thoufands  in  thefe  plantations, 
of  the  Englifh  nation,  freeborne,  quiett  and  peaceable  men, 
righteous  in  their  dealings,  forward  with  hand,  heart  and 
purfe,  to  advance  the  publick  good,  knowne  friends  to  the 
honorable  and  vidorious  Houfes  of  Parliament,  lovers  of 
their  nation,  &c.,  who  are  debarred  from  all  civill  imploy- 
ments  (without  any  juft  caufe  that  we  know)  not  being  per- 
mitted to  bear  the  leaft  office  (though  it  cannot  be  denyed 
but  fome  are  well  qualifyed)  no  not  fo  much  as  to  have  any 
vote  in  choofing  magiftrates,  captains  or  other  civill  and 
military  officers  ;  notwithftanding  they  have  here  expended 
their  youth,  borne  the  burthen  of  the  day,  wafted  much  of 
their  eftates  for  the  fubfiftence  of  thefe  poore  plantations, 
paid  all  afleffments,  taxes,  rates,  at  leaft  equall,  if  not  exceed- 
ing others,  yea  when  the  late  warre  was  denounced  againft  the 
Narrowganfett  Indians,  without  their  confent,  their  goods 
were  feized  on  for  the  fervice,  themfelves  and  fervants  efpeci- 
ally  forced  and  impreffed  to  ferve  in  that  warre,  to  the  haz- 
arding of  all  [192]  things  moft  dear  and  near  unto  them, 
whence  iflue  forth  many  great  inconveniences,  fecret  difcon- 
tents,  murmurings,  rents  in  the  plantations,  difcouragements 
in  their  callings,  unfettlednes  in  their  minds,  ftrife,  conten- 
tion, and  the  Lord  only  knows  to  what  a  flame  in  time  it 
may  kindle;  alfo  jealoufies  of  too  much  unwarranted  power 
and  dominion  on  the  one  fide,  and  of  perpetual  flavery  and 
bondage  on  the  other,  and  which  is  intollerable,  even  by 
thofe  who  ought  to  love  and  refpeft  them  as  brethren. 

We  therefore    defire   that    civil   liberty    and    freedom   be 

forthwith 
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forthwith  granted  to  all  truely  Englifh,  equal!  to  the  reft  of 
their  countrymen,  as  in  all  plantations  is  accuftomed  to  be 
done,  and  as  all  freeborne  enjoy  in  our  native  country  ;  (we 
hoping  here  in  fome  things  to  enjoy  greater  liberties  than 
elfewhere,  counting  it  no  fmall  lofle  ot  liberty  to  be  as  it  werQ, 
banifhed  from  our  native  home,  and  enforced  to  lay  our  bones 
in  a  ftrange  wildernes)  without  impofing  any  oathes  or  coven- 
ant on  them,  which  we  fuppofe  cannot  be  warranted  by  the 
letters  patent,  and  feeme  not  to  concur  with  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance formerly  enforced  on  all,  and  later  covenants  lately 
impofed  on  many  here  prefent  by  the  honorable  houfes  of 
parliament,  or  at  leaft  to  detraft  from  our  native  country  and 
lawes,  which  by  fome  are  ftiled  foreign,  and  this  place  termed 
rather  a  free  ftate,  than  a  colonie  or  corporation  of  England  ; 
all  of  us  being  very  willing  to  take  fuch  oathes  and  coven- 
ants as  are  expreffions  of  our  defires  of  advanceing  the  glory 
of  God  and  good  of  this  place,  and  of  our  dutyes  to  the  ftate 
of  England,  and  love  to  our  nation,  being  compofed  accord- 
ing to  the  lawes  and  cuftomes  of  other  corporations  of  Eng- 
land ;  but  all  of  us  are  exceeding  unwilling  by  any  poUicies 
whatfoever  to  be  rent  from  our  native  country,  though  far 
diftant  from  it,  valuing  our  free  derivations,  the  immunities 
and  privileges  which  we  and  our  pofterity  doe  and  we  hope 
fhall  alwayes  enjoy  above  the  greateft  honors  of  this  country, 
not  cemented  to  the  ftate  of  England,  and  glory  to  be  ac- 
counted though  but  as  rufties  of  that  land,  yet  that  we  may 
continue  to  write  that  we  and  [193]  ours  are  Englifli  ;  or 
leaft  we  entreat  that  the  bodyes  of  us  and  ours  (Englifti  fub- 
jeds  pofleffing  here  no  privileges)  may  not  be  imprefled,  nor 
goods  forcibly  taken  away,  leaft  we,  not  knowing  the  juftice 
of  this  warre,  may  be  ignorantly  and  unwillingly  enforced 
upon  our  own  deftruftion,  and  that  all  afleflment,  taxes,  im- 
pofitions,  which  are  many  and  greivous  (if  civill  liberty  be 
not  granted)  may  be  taken  of,  that  in  all  things  we  may  be 
ftrangers,  otherwife  we  fuppofe  ourfelves  in  a  worfe  cafe  here 

and 
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and  lefle  free  than  the  natives  amongft  whom  we  live,  or  any 
aliens.  Further,  that  none  of  the  Englifh  n  ition,  who  at 
this  time  are  too  forward  to  be  gone,  and  very  backward  to 
come  hither,  be  banifhed,  unles  they  break  the  known  lawes 
of  England  in  fo  high  a  meafure,  as  to  deferve  fo  high  a  pun- 
ishment; and  that  thofe  few  that  come  over  may  fettle  here 
without  having  two  magiftrates  hands,  which  fometimes  not 
being  poffible  to  obtain,  hath  procured  a  kind  of  banifliment 
to  fome,  who  might  have  been  ferviceable  to  this  place,  as 
they  have  been  to  the  ftate  of  England,  &c.  And  we  like- 
wife  defire  that  no  greater  punifhments  be  inflidted  upon 
offenders  than  are  allowed  and  fett  by  the  laws  of  our  native 
country. 

3.  Whereas  there  are  diverfe  fober,  righteous  and  godly 
men,  eminent  for  knowledge  and  other  gracious  gifts  of  the 
holy  fpirit,  noe  wayes  fcandalous  in  their  lives  and  converfa- 
tion,  members  of  the  church  of  England  (in  all  ages  famous 
for  piety  and  learning)  not  dilTenting  from  the  lateft  and  beft 
reformation  of  England,  Scotland,  &c.  yet  they  and  their 
pofterity  are  detained  from  the  feales  of  the  covenant  of  free 
grace,  becaufe,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  they  will  not  take  thefe 
churches  covenants,  for  which  as  yet  they  fee  no  light  in 
Gods  word  ;  neither  can  they  clearly  perceive  what  they  are, 
every  church  having  their  covenant  differing  from  anothers, 
at  leaft  in  words  :  Yea  fome  churches  fometime  adding, 
fometime  detrafting,  calling  it  fometimes  the  covenant  of 
grace,  fometimes  a  branch  of  it,  fometimes  a  profeffion  of  the 
free  covenant,  &c.  notwithftanding  they  are  compelled,  under 
a  fevere  fine,  every  [194]  Lords  day  to  appear  at  the  con- 
gregation, and  notice  is  taken  of  fuch  who  flay  not  till  bap- 
tifm  be  adminiflired  to  other  mens  children,  though  denyed 
to  their  owne ;  and  in  fome  places  forced  to  contribute  to  the 
maintenance  of  thofe  miniflers  who  vouchfafe  not  to  take 
them  into  their  flock,  though  defirous  of  the  ordinances  of 
God,  &c.  yet  they  are  not  accounted  fo  much   as   brethren, 

nor 
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norpublickly  fo  called,  nor  is  chriftlan  vigilancy  (commanded 
to  all)  any  way  exercifed  to  them.  Whence,  as  we  conceive, 
doe  abound  an  ocean  of  inconveniences,  difhonor  to  God 
and  to  his  ordinances,  little  profit  by  the  miniftry,  encreafe 
of  anabaptifnie,  and  of  thofe  that  totally  contemn  all  ordin- 
ances asvaine,  fading  of  chriftian  graces,  decreafe  of  brotherly 
love,  herefies,  fchifmes,  &c.  the  whole  body  of  the  members 
of  the  church  of  England,  like  flieep  fcattered  in  the  wilder- 
nes,  without  a  fhepherd,  in  a  forlorn  condition. 

We  therefore  humbly  intreat  you,  in  whofe  hands  it  is  to 
help  and  whofe  judicious  eyes  difcern  thefe  great  inconven- 
iences, for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  comfort  of  your  breth- 
ren and  countrymen,  to  give  liberty  to  the  members  of  the 
church  of  England,  not  fcandalous  in  their  lives  and  con- 
verfations  (as  members  of  thefe  churches)  to  be  taken  into 
your  congregation  and  to  enjoy  with  you  all  thofe  liberties 
and  ordinances  Chrift  hath  purchafed  for  them,  and  into 
whofe  name  they  are  baptifed,  that  the  Lord  may  be  one  and 
his  name  one  amongft  us  in  this  place  ;  that  the  feales  of  the 
covenant  may  be  applied  to  them  and  their  pofterity,  as  we 
conceive  they  ought  to  be,  till  inconveniences  hereby  be 
found  prejudicial!  to  the  churches  and  colony  (which  we 
hope  Ihall  never  be)  not  doubting  but  the  fame  chriflian 
favour  will  be  fhewed  to  all  its  members  of  thefe  churches, 
when  they  fhall  retire  to  our  dear  native  country  (if  their 
converfations  be  righteous  and  holy)  or  otherwife  to  grant 
liberty  to  fettle  themfelves  here  in  a  church  way,  according 
to  the  beft  reformations  of  England  and  Scotland,  if  not,  we 
and  they  fhall  be  neceffitated  to  apply  our  humble  defires  to 
the  honourable  houfes  of  parliament,  who  we  hope  will  take 
our  fad  conditions  into  [195]  their  ferious  confiderations,  to 
provide  able  minifters  for  us  (this  place  not  being  fo  well 
provided  as  to  fpare  any)  or  elfe  out  of  their  charity,  many 
eftates  being  wafted,  to  tranfport  us  to  fome  other  place, 
where  we  may  live  like  chriftians  and  not  be  accounted  bur- 
thens, but  ferviceable  both  to  church  and  ftate. 

Thefe 


222  ColleBion  of  Papers.  [^Q^ 

Thefe  things  being  granted,  by  the  bleffing  of  God  to  us 
in  Chrift,  we  hope  to  fee  the  now  contemned  ordinances  of 
God  highly  prized,  the  gofpell  much  darkned,  break  forth  as 
the  fun  at  noon  day,  chriftian  charity  and  brotherly  love, 
almoft  frozen,  wax  warm,  zeal  and  holy  emulation  more  fer- 
vent, jealoufy  of  arbitrary  government  (the  bane  of  all  com- 
mon wealths)  quite  banifhed,  the  wicked,  if  any  fuch  be 
found,  in  their  courles  difheartned,  the  righteous  aftors  in 
their  wayes  encouraged,  fecret  difcontents  fretting  like 
cankers,  remedied,  merchandizing  and  fhipping  by  fpeciall 
providence  wafted,  fpeedily  encreafed,  mines  undertaken 
with  more  chearfulnes,  fiftiing  with  more  forwardnes,  huf- 
bandry  now  withering  forthwith  flourifhing,  villages  and 
plantations  much  deferted  prefently  more  populous,  all  me- 
chanicall  trades  the  great  enriching  of  all  common  wealths 
heartily  going  on,  ftaple  commodities  the  life  of  trade 
prefently  raifed,  our  almoft  loft  credit  regayned,  our  brethren 
of  Englands  juft  indignation  and  the-r  force  as  a  poft  flying 
from  us  turned  to  embrace  us,  the  honourable  houfes  of  par- 
liament patrons  of  piety  under  their  wings  in  thefe  danger- 
ous times  with  alacrity  fhrowding  us,  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities which  we  and  ours  enjoy  in  our  native  land  more 
firmly  fett'ed,  forreign  enemies  dayly  threatning  totally  dif- 
couraged,  unfettled  men  now  abounding  firmly  planted,  that 
the  profperity  of  England  may  not  be  the  ruine  of  this 
plantation  but  the  contrary,  hands,  hearts  and  purfes  now 
ftreightened  freely  opened  for  public  and  honorable  fervices, 
ftrife  and  contention  now  rife  abated,  taxes  and  feft"es  lightned, 
the  burthens  of  the  ftate  but  pleafure,  &c.  To  conclude,  all 
bufinefles  in  church  and  common  wealth  which  for  many 
years  have  feemed  to  go  backward,  beyond  our  defert  yea  ex- 
pe<5la[i96]tion,  the  good  hand  of  our  God  going  along  with 
us,  fuccefsfully  thriving. 

And  fliall  always  pray  the  Almighty,  the  only  wife  God, 
to   guide  you    with    his   wifdom,    ftrengthen    you    with  his 

power 
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power  in  all  your  undertakings,  that  all  may  be  for  the  glory 
and  good  of  his  people,  and  that   he  would    blefle    your  wif- 
dome  with  the  bleffing  of  peace,  plenty,  and  long  dayes,  &c. 
Subfcribed, 
Robert  Child,  Thomas  Fowle,  Samuel  Maverick, 

Thomas  Burton,      David  Yale,  John  Dand. 

John  Smith, 


A  Declaration  of  the  General  Court  holden  at  Bofton 
4  (9)  1646,  concerning  a  Remonftrance  and  Petition 
exhibited  at  laft  Seffion  of  this  Court  by  Dodlor 
Child,  "^Thomas  Fowle,  Samuel  Maverick,  Thomas 
Burton,  John  Smith,  David  Yale,  and  John  Dand. '65 

IN  this  Petition  and  Remonftrance  (as  they  call  it)  which 
is  the  firft  of  the  forte  that  we  have  received,  and  (as  we 
conceive)  without  prefident  in  any  plantation  or  eftablifhed 
commonwealth,  as  will  appear  by  the  fmale  caufe  of  fuch  re- 
monftrance, and  as  little  reafon  for  what  is  petitioned.  We 
firft  obferve  the  folemne  and  religious  profeftion  they  make 
of  the  fincerity  and  finglenefs  of  their  end  in  refpecfl  of  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  this  colonie,  which  we  have 
reafon  to  be  jealous  of  with  a  godly  jealoufie,  when  we  con- 
fider  what  connexion  and  affinity  there  is  betweene  fuch  greate 
and  glorious  ends  and  the  purfuit  they  make  in  their  re- 
monftrance, 

'"''  Mafs.  Records,  ii^l62,  7  Oft.  1646.  "Our  honoured  Governor,  Deputy 
Goveronr,  Richard  Bcllingham,  Efquire,  and  Mr.  Auditor  General],  are  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  perufe  and  examine  all  the  anfwers  that  are  brought 
into  this  Court  to  the  petition  of  Doftor  Child  and  Mr.  Fowle  &c.,  and  out  of 
all  to  draw  up  fuch  a  anfwer  thereto  as  they  thinke  moft  meete,  and  prcfent  the 
fame  to  this  Court,  and  further  to  treat  with  Mr.  Winflow,  and  to  agree  with 
him  as  an  agent  for  us,  to  anfwer  to  what  fhall  be  objefted  againft  us  in  Eng- 
land, giving  engagement  to  the  faid  Mr.  Winflow  accordingly." 

The  committee  was  therefore  compofed  of  Winthrop,  Dudley,  Belling- 
ham  and  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Duncan.     W, 
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monftrance,  fo  far  from  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  together  with 
the  means  they  have  propounded  for  attaining  the  fame.  We 
therefore  wifh  them  well  and  deeply  to  confider  that  they 
have  herein  to  doe  with  him  by  whom  adlions  are  weighed, 
whofeeyes  [197]  are  like  a  flame  of  fire,  who  will  make  all 
the  churches  knowe  that  he  fearcheth  the  heart  and  the  reines, 
and  will  render  to  every  one  of  them  according  to  theire 
workes.  It  were  a  dreadful  dareing  prefumption,  if  the 
blefled  name  of  the  mofl:  high  God,  (whofe  honor  is  fo  oft 
avouched  to  be  theire  ayme  in  this  defigne)  {hould  be  made 
to  ferve  a  corrupt  projedt.  The  next  thing  we  obferve  is,  a 
divine  over-ruling  hand  leading  them  to  a  cleare  acknowledg- 
ment of  that  truth  which  cutts  the  finewes  of  theire  remon- 
ftrance,  and  juftifies  our  government  and  all  the  Sdminiftra- 
tions  thereof,  againfl:  all  that  reproach  and  blame  they 
endeavour  after  to  caft  upon  it.  The  words  are  thefe,  We 
cannot  but  with  all  thankfulnes  acknowledge  your  indefatig- 
able paines,  continual  care  and  conftant  vigilance,  which  (by 
the  bleffing  of  the  Almighty)  hath  procured  unto  this 
wildernes  the  moft  defired  fruites  of  peace  and  plenty  ;  whilft 
our  native  land  (yea  the  chriftian  world)  is  fharpely  afflifted, 
&c.  From  which  words  we  inferre  thefe  4  propofitions. 
I.  The  government  eftabliflied  in  this  colonie  (by  the  bleffing 
of  the  Lord)  hath  beene  difpenced  and  adminifl:red,  from  the 
firfl:  to  lafl;,  with  a  fpeciall  and  eminent  meafure  of  care  and 
watchfullnes  upon  all  occafions.  2dly,  By  the  bleffing  of  the 
Lord,  the  government  efl:ablifhed  and  adminiftred  as  aforefaid 
hath  beene  a  procuring  caufe  of  peace  and  plentie  to  this 
colonic.  3dly,  By  the  bleffing  of  the  Lord,  the  government 
eftablifhed  as  aforefaid,  and  the  good  efFeds  thereof  have 
beene  graunted  to  us  in  this  wildernes,  and  that  at  fuch  a 
feafon,  while  not  only  our  native  country,  but  the  chriflian 
world,  are  fharply  vifited  and  afflifted  with  contrary  evills 
(we  may  fay  in  this  cafe  with  aftonifhment,  Not  unto  us,  Lord, 
but  to  thy  name  be  the  praife,  we  confeffe  it  is  our  fhame  (we 

defire 
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defire  it  may  be  alfo  our  forrow)  that  we  have  not  rendered 
to  the  Lord  according  to  his  great  goodnes.)  4th]y,  The 
Petitioners  (by  their  owne  confeffion)  have  not  only  no  caufe 
to  blame  this  government,  or  the  adminiftration  or  efFefts 
thereof,  but  are  bound  with  all  thankfulnes  to  acknowledge 
the  good  fruites  thereof,  as  wherein  themfelves  have  had 
theire  fhare. 

[198]  Thefe  foure  propofitions  (allowing  to  the  firft  of 
them  that  which  humane  frailty  calls  for)  are  (as  we  con- 
ceive) no  lefle  evident  in  the  truth  of  them  than  in  theire 
dependance  upon  the  petitioners  owne  words.  Yet  we  ob- 
ferve  jdly,  How  they  fometimes  fende  forth  fweete  water 
and  bitter.  For  in  the  following  pafTages  they  fpeake  of 
leakes,  which  (they  fay)  will  inevitablie  finke  this  weake  and 
ill-compaded  veflell,  which  they  wholly  impute  to  the  evills 
of  our  government,  civill  and  ecclefiafticall,  both  in  the  ad- 
miniftration and  effefts  thereof  And  though  in  the  faid 
propofitions,  they  make  us  monuments  of  mercie,  preferring 
us  above  our  native  country,  yea  above  the  chriftian  world; 
yet,  in  the  conclufion  they  aftirme  the  quite  contrary; 
houlding  us  forth  r.s  the  fcumme  and  off"-fcouring,  fuch  as  our 
brethren  in  England,  in  their  juft  indignation,  avoyde  as  a 
peft,  which  they  wholely  afcribe  to  the  evills  of  our  govern- 
ment. They  highly  commend  the  adminiftration  of  this 
government,  and  yet  complaine  of  an  arbitrary  power,  de- 
teftable  (as  they  fay)  to  our  Englifh  nation  and  to  all  good 
men.  They  commend  this  government  in  refpeft  of  care 
and  watchfulnes  ;  and  yet  they  fpeake  of  many  ftieepe  in  this 
wildernes  without  fhepheard,  in  a  forlorne  condition.  They 
largely  acknowledge  the  good  effefts  of  this  government ; 
and  yet  cry  out  of  intollerable  ftavery  and  bondage.  They 
commend  it  in  refped  of  peace  and  plenty  ;  and  yet  they 
fpeake  of  difcontents  fretting  like  cancers,  of  merchants 
wafteing,  of  hufbandry  withering,  of  villages  and  plantations 
much  defolated,  and  that  all  bufines  both  in  church  and  com- 
Eg  monwealth 
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monwealth  have  Teemed  to  go  backward,  and  that  for  many- 
years.  They  commend  it  in  refped:  of  peace ;  and  yet 
afRrme  they  have  no  fecurity  of  theire  lives  and  liberties,  but 
are  under  a  non  certainty  of  all  they  enjoy.  They  commend 
it  in  refped:  of  peace  ;  and  yet  fpeake  of  contentions,  readie 
to  breake  out  into  a  fearful  flame,  blameing  the  government 
as  the  caufe  thereof  They  commend  it  in  refpedt  of  plenty  ; 
yet  profeffe  they  are  brought  to  the  brinke  of  extreame  pov- 
erty, fo  as  they  beg  of  the  parliament  fome  help  for  tranf- 
porta[i99]tion  to  fome  other  place.  They  profeffe  they  owe 
acknowledgment  with  all  thankfulnes  for  what  they  here 
enjoy  ;  and  yet  affirme  that  by  reafon  of  unjuftifiable,  un- 
grounded and  undue  taxes  impofed  on  them,  they  are  in 
worfe  condition  than  the  natives  themfelves.  They  pro- 
fefle  fuch  acknowledgment  as  aforefaid  ;  and  yet  affirme  that 
they  are  in  fuch  a  place,  where  they  cannot  live  like 
chriftians. 

Thefe  petitioners  fabricke  being  thus  overthrowne  by 
their  owne  confeffion,  and  manifeft  contradidions,  we  might 
have  throwne  out  theire  petition,  as  not  worthie  our  further 
trouble,  but  left  they  fhould  pretend,  that  theire  faid  thankful! 
acknowledgment  was  but  a  complement,  or  a  piece  of  theire 
rhetorick  (ad  acquirendam  gratiam)  to  gaine  favour  (yet  let 
them  confider  what  we  put  them  in  mind  of  at  firft,  how 
dangerous  it  is  to  engage  the  greate  name  of  the  Almighty, 
to  advance  theire  corrupt  and  uncharitable  defignes.  (Nee 
tutum  eft  ludere  eumfacris.)  It  is  not  fafe  to  dally  with  things 
facred.  We  will  therefore,  for  the  petitioners  more  cleare 
convidion,  and  further  fatisfadion  to  all  the  world,  examine 
their  particular  grievances,  and  other  paflages  which  we 
meete  with  in  theire  remonftrance,  &c.  and  give  fuch  account 
of  our  government  and  adminiftrations  both  civil  and  ecclefi- 
aftical,  as  none  Ihall  be  able  (we  hope)  to  contradid  the  truth 
thereof 

For  our  government  itfelfe,  it  is  framed  according  to  our 

charter. 
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charter,  and  the  fundamental  and  common  lawes  of  England, 
and  carried  on  according  to  the  fame  (takeing  the  words  of 
eternal  truth  and  righteoufnes  along  with  them,  as  that  rule 
by  which  all  kingdomes  and  jurifdiflions  muft  render  account 
of  every  ad  and  adminiftration,  in  the  laft  day)  with  as  bare 
allowance  for  the  difproportion  between  fuch  an  ancient,  pop- 
ulous, wealthy  kingdome,  and  fo  poore  an  infant  thinne 
colonie,  as  common  reafon  can  afford.  And  becaufe  this 
will  better  appeare  by  compareing  particulars,  we  fhall  drawe 
them  into  a  parallel.  In  the  one  columne  we  will  fett  downe 
the  fundamental  and  common  lawes  and  cuftomes  of  England, 
beginning  with  Magna  [aoo]  Charta,  and  fo  goe  on  to  fuch 
others  as  we  had  occafion  to  make  ufe  of,  or  may  at  prefent 
fuite  with  our  fmall  beginnings  :  In  the  other  columne  we 
will  fett  downe  the  fumme  of  fuch  lawes  and  cuftomes  as  are 
in  force  and  ufe  in  this  jurifdidion,  ftiewing  withall  (where 
occafion  ferves)  how  they  are  warranted  by  our  charter.  As 
for  thofe  pofitive  lawes  or  ftatutes  of  England,  which  have 
been  from  tyme  to  tyme  eftablillied  upon  the  bafis  of  the 
common  law,  as  they  have  been  ordained  upon  occafions,  fo 
they  have  been  alterable  ftill  upon  like  occafion,  without 
hazarding  or  weakening  the  foundation,  as  the  experience  of 
many  hundred  yeares  hath  given  proofe  of  Therefore  there 
[201]  is  no  neceffity  that  our  owne  pofitive  lawes  (which 
are  not  fundamental)  fhouid  be  framed  after  the  patterne  of 
thofe  of  England,  for  there  may  be  fuch  different  refpeds, 
as  in  one  place  may  require  alteration,  and  in  the  other  not. 
For  ourfelves,  we  muft  profefTe  our  infufficiencie  for  fo 
greate  matters  (as  the  remonftrants  alfo  judge  of  us)  and 
that  in  the  lawes  of  England  we  have  but  the  knowledge  of 
novices,  which  is  mixed  with  ignorance,  and  therefore  fuch 
faileings  may  appeare  either  in  our  colledion  of  thofe  lawes, 
or  in  conforming  our  owne  to  that  patterne,  are  to  be  im- 
puted to  our  want  of  (kill.  If  we  had  able  lawyers  amongft 
us,  we  might  have  beene  more  exad. 

Magna 
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Magna   Charta. 
I.  rx^HE  Church  fhall  enjoy  all  her  liberties. 


1.  No  man  fhall  be  condemned  but  by  lawfull  tryall  ; 
Juftice  fhall  not  be  fould,  deferred  nor  denyed  to  any 
man.  All  mens  liberties  and  free  cuftomes  fhall  be  re- 
fer ved. 


[202]  3.  All  cities  and  townes  fhall  have  theire  liberties  and 
free  cuflomes. 


4.  There  fhall  be  one  meafure  of  corne  and  wine  throughout 
the  kingdome. 

5.  Courts  of  judicature  fhall  be  kepte  in  a  place  certaine. 


6.  DifHcult  cafes  fhall  be  determined  by  the  juftices  of  the 
bench,  which  was  then  the  higheft  court  of  judicature. 


7.  N< 
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Fundamentalls   of  the  Maflachufetts. 

I.  \  LL  perfons  orthodoxe  in  judgment  and  not  fcandal- 
±\^  ous  in  life,  may  gather  into  a  church  eftate  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  gofpell  of  Jefus  Chrift.      Liberty,  i. 

Such  may  choofe  and  ordaine  theire  owne  officers,  and  exer- 
cife  all  the  Ordinances  of  Chrift,  without    any   injundtion 

'    in  dodlrine,  worftiip  or  difcipline.      Liberty,  2  &  38. 

1.  No  mans  life,  honor,  liberty,  wife,  children,  goods  or 
eftate  fhall  be  taken  away,  punifhed  or  endamaged,  under 
colour  of  lawe,  or  countenance  of  authoritie,  but  by  an 
exprefle  lawe  of  the  generall  court,  or  in  defedt  of  fuch  lawe, 
by  the  word  of  God,  &c.     Liberty,  i. 

Every  perfon  within  this  jurifdidion,  &c.  ftiall  enjoy  the 
fame  juftice  and  lawe,  &c.  without  partiality  or  delay.  Lib- 
erty, 2. 

All  lands  and  hereditaments  ftiall  be  free  from  all  fines,  for- 
feitures, &c.     Liberty,  10. 

Every  man  may  remove  himfelfe  and  his  familie,  &c.  if  there 
be  no  legal  impediment.     Liberty,  17. 

[203]  3.  The  freemen  of  every  towne  may  difpofe  of  theire 
towne  lands,  &c.  and  may  make  fuch  orders  as  may  be 
for  the  well  ordering  of  their  townes,  &c.  and  may  choofe 
their  conftables  and  other  officers,      (i)  mo  1635. 

4.  One  meafure  is  appointed  through  the  country,  according 
to  the  Kings  ftandard.      (3)  1631  and  1638. 

5.  Courts  of  judicature  ftiall  be  kept  at  Bofton  for  Suffolk, 
at  Cambridge  for  Middlefex,  at  Salem  and  Ipfwich  for 
Efl'ex,  &c.  upon  certaine  dayes  yearly,      (i)  1635. 

6.  Difficult  cafes  are  finally  determinable  in  the  court  of 
affiftants,  or  in  the  general  court  by  appeale  or  petition, 
or  by  reference  from  the  inferiour  court.  Liberty,  31  &  36. 


7,  Upon 
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Magna   Charta. 

7.  No  amerciament  fhall  be,  but  for  reafonable  caufe,  and 
according  to  the  quantity  of  the  offence  ;  faveing  to  a  free- 
man his  freehould,  and  to  a  merchant  his  merchandize  ;  and 
no  fuch  amerciament  to  be  aflefled  but  by  the  oaths  of 
good  and  lawful  men  of  the  vicenage. 


8.  No  wager  of  lawe  fhall  be  allowed  without  witneffes. 

9.  Merchants  fhall  have  fafe  conduits. 


The  Common  Lawes   of  England. 

I.  The  fupreame  authoritie  is  in  the  high  court  of  parlia- 
ment, 

1.  In  the  parliament  the  people  are  prefent  by  theire  deputies, 
the  Knights  and  burgeffes  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  that 
nothing  can  pafTe  without  theire  allowance. 

3.  Thefe  deputies  are  chofen  for  all  the  people,  but  not  by 
all  the  people  ;  but  only  by  certaine  freehoulders  and  free 
burgers,  in  fhires  and  corporations. 

[204]  4.  Both  parts  of  this  court,  viz.  theariflocraticall  and 
democraticall  part  make  but  one  court ;  yet  each  of  them 
fitt  and  confult  and  adl  apart,  and  each  hath  a  like  nega- 
tive power. 

5.  The  afts  of  this  court  bind  all  the  people,  as  well  for- 
raigne  as  free  borne  ;  as  well  fuch  as  have  no  libertie  in  the 
eleftion  of  the  members  of  the  court  as  the  freehoulders, 
&c.  who  choofe  them. 

6.  The 
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Fundamentalls   of  the    MafTachufetts. 

7.  Upon  unjuft  fuites  the  plaintiff  fhall  be  fined  proportion- 
able to  his  offence.      Liberty,  37. 

No  mans  goods  fhall  be  taken  away,  but  by  a  due  courfe  of 
juftice.  Liberty,  i.  In  criminal  caufes  it  fhall  be  at  the 
liberty  of  the  accufed  partie,  to  be  tryed  by  the   bench  or 

"   by  a  jury.      Liberty,  23. 

We  doe  not  fine  or  fentence  any  man,  but  upon  fufficient 
teftimonie  upon  oath,  or  confeffion.     Cuftome. 

8.  Wager  of  lawe  is  not  allowed,  but  according  to  this  lawe, 
.    and  according  to  Exod.  22.  8. 

9.  Letters  teftimonial  are  granted  to  merchants,  when  there 
is  occafion.     Cuftome. 


Fundamentalls    of  the    MafTachufetts. 

1.  The  higheft  authoritie  here  is  in  the  general  court, 
both  by  our  charter,  and  by  our  owne  pofitive  lawes.  (3) 
1634,  &c. 

2.  In  our  general  court  the  people  are  prefent  by  theire  dep- 
uties, fo  as  nothing  can  pafTe  without  theire  allowance. 
Charter,  and  (i)  1635. 

3.  Our  deputies  are  chofen  for  all  the  people,  but  not  by  all 
the  people,  but  only  by  the  companie  of  freemen  according 
to  our  charter. 

[205]  4.  The  governor  and  affiftants  being  the  ariftocraticall, 
and  the  deputies  the  democraticall  part,  yet  make  but  one 
court,  though  they  fitt  and  ad;  apart,  and  either  of  them 
hath  a  like  negative  power.     Charter,  and  (i)  1635. 

r.  The  afts  of  this  generall  court  do  bind  all  within  this  ju- 
rifdidion,  as  well  no-freemen  who  have  no  vote  in  eledion 
of  the  members  of  the  court,  as  the  free  men  who  doe 
choofe  them.     By  the  charter. 

6.  This 
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The   Common   Lawes   of  England. 

6.  The  fundamental!  frame  of  Englands  politic  in  the  fub- 
ordinate  exercife  thereof,  is   either   in  courts  of  juftice  or 

,    out  of  court. 

7.  In  courts  of  judicature,  all  caufes  both  civill  and  criminal! 
are  determinable  either  by  the  judges  or  jury,  or  by  the 
judges  alone  in  fome  cafes,  as  upon  demurrer  in  law,  con- 
feffion,  overt  a6t,  or  not  tendring  traverfe,  &c.  or  in  other 
cafes,  as  appointed  by  fpeciall  ftatute. 

8.  Out  of  court  theftanding  councell  doe  order  all  affairs  of 
ftate  in  the  vacancie  of  the  parliament. 

9.  The  juftices  of  peace  have  power  out  of  court  to  prefervc 
the  peace,  &c. 

10.  The  ordinary  minifteriall  officers  are  flieriffs,  conftables, 
marlhalls.  bailieffs,  clarkes,  &c. 

11.  The  ordinary  procefle  are  fummons,  attachments,  dif- 
trefles,  &c. 

12.  In  all  criminall  cafes  where  no  certaine  penalty  is  pre- 
fcribed  by  law,  the  judges  have  power  to  impofe  arbitrary 
fines  or  penalties,  according  to  the  nature  and  merit  of  the 
offences. 

13.  Notorious  and  greate  felonies,  as  treafon,  murther, 
withchcraft,  fodomie,  &c.  are  punifhed  capitally,  but  fim- 
ple  theft  and  fome  other  felonies  are  not  punifhed  with 
death,  if  the  offender  can  reade  in  scripture. 

14.  Adultery  is  referred  to  the  canon  or  fpirituall  lawe. 

[206]  15.  All  publick  charges  are  borne  by  the  publick  rev- 
enue or  treafury. 

16.  Where  the  publick  treafury  will  notfuffice,  all  neceffary 
charges  are  fupplied  by  fubfidies,  &c.  granted  by  parlia- 
ment. 

17-  Thefe 
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6.  This  government  in  the  fubordinate  exercife  thereof  is 
either  in  court  of  judicature  or  out  of  court.  By  the 
charter  and  many  pofitive  lawes. 

7.  In  our  court  of  judicature  all  caufes  civill  and  criminall 
are  determinable,  either  by  the  judges  and  jury,  or  by  the 
judges  alone,  &c.  as  in  England.  i  his  is  both  by  cuftome 
and  by  divers  lawes  eftablilhed  according  to  our  charter,  as 
Liberty,  29.  &c. 

8.  In  the  vacancie  of  the  generall  court,  the  governor  and 
alTiftants  are  the  ftanding  councell  to  take  order  in  all  fuch 
affaires.      By  the  charter  and  (8)   1644. 

9.  The  governor  and  affiftants  have  power  out  of  court  to 
preferve  the  peace  &c.  By  the  charter  and  cuftome,  and 
divers  fpeciall  lawes. 

10.  Our  minifteriall  officers  are  marfhalls,  conftables,  clerks, 
&c.      By  the  charter. 

11.  Our  ordinary  proceffe  are  fummons,  attachments,  dif- 
treffes,  &c.      By  charter. 

12.  In  all  criminall  offences,  where  the  law  hath  prefcribed 
no  certaine  penaltie,  the  judges  have  power  to  inflid:  pen- 
alties, according  to  the  rule  of  God's  word.  Liberty  i. 
and  by  charter,  &c. 

13.  Treafon,  murther,  witchcraft,  Sodomie,  and  other  no- 
torious crimes  are  punifhed  with  death  :  But  theft,  &c.  is 
not  fo  punifhed,  becaufe  we  reade  otherwife  in  the  fcrip- 
ture.     Capitalls,  &c. 

14.  Adultrey  is  punifhed  according  to  the  canon  of  the 
fpirituall  law,  viz.  the  fcripture.     Capitalls,  &c. 

[207]  15.  All  publicke  charges  are  defrayed  out  of  the  pub- 
lick  ftocke.     Cuftome,  and  Liberty,  63. 

16.  When  we  have  no  publick  ftocke,  we  fupply  our  nec- 
effary  public  charges  by  affeffment  raifed  by  the  generall 
court. 

Ff  17.  The 
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The  Common  Lawes   of  England. 

17.  Thefe  fubfidies  are  Intended  to  be  equally  impofed  upon 
all  places  and  perfons,  yet  in  fome  cafes  they  prove  very 
unequall,  yet  they  are  collefted,  and  fuch  as  refufe  are  dif- 
treined. 

18.  The  parliament  Is  not  bound  to  give  account  to  any  of 
the  improvement  of  thefe  fubfidies. 

19.  It  is  a  fundamentall  lawe  that  a  man  Is  not  to  be  imprif- 
oned  if  he  tender  fufficient  bayle,  &c.  except  In  fome  cafes 
capitall,  and  fome  other  fpecia'l  cafes. 

ao.  The  full  age  of  man  or  woman  for  paffing  lands  is 
twenty  one  yeares. 

21.  A  marryed  woman  cannot  difpofe  of  any  lands  or  other 
eftate  without  her  hufband,  nor  can  fue  or  be  fued  without 
him. 

22.  In  civill  adtions  a  man  may  appeare  and  anfwer  by  his 
attorney. 

1.  The  eldeft  fonne  Is  preferred  before  the  younger  In  the 
anceftors  Inheritance. 

2.  Daughters  are  coparceners  in  the  inheritance. 

3.  Prefcriptlon  is  not  allowed  in  cafes  morally  and  legally 
civill. 

4.  Civill  authoritie  hath  power  over  any  officer  or  member 
of  the  church  in  all  cafes  civill  and  criminail. 

5.  No  man  is  to  be  twice  puniflied  for  the  fame  offence. 

6.  No  oath  or  covenant  of  a  publick  nature  can  be  put  upon 
the  fubjedl  but  by  ad:  of  parliament. 

7.  Publick  records  are  open  to  every  fubjed. 
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17.  The  generall  court  intends  an  equall  afleflment  upon 
every  towne  and  perfon,  and  indeavours  it,  by  the  beft 
meanes  they  can  inventl  (yet  in  fome  cafes  there  falls 
out  inequalitie)  this  is  levyed  by  diftrefle  of  fuch  as  are 
able  and  yet  refufe  to  pay.      Cuftome  &  order  of  court. 

18.  The  generall  court  is  not  bound  to  give  account  of  the 
expence  of  chefe  afleflrnents  ;  yet  they  doe  fometimes  for 
all  mens  fatisfadtion. 

19.  No  mans  perfon  fliall  be  reftrained  or  imprifoned,  &c. 
before  the  lawe  hath  fentenced  him  thereto,  if  he  can  put 
in  fufficient  baile,  &c.  except  in  crimes  capitall,  &c.  Lib- 
erty, 18. 

10.  The  full  age,  for  paffing  lands,  giveing  votes,  &c.  is 
twenty  one  yeares.      Liberty,  53. 

21.  Married  women  cannot  difpofe  of  any  eftate,  &c.  nor 
can  fue  or  be  fued,  without  the  hufband.  Cuitome  and 
Liberty,   14. 

11.  In  civill  anions  a  man  may  appeare  and  anfwer  by  his 
atturney.     Cuftome. 

1.  The  eldeft  fonne  is  preferred  before  the  younger  in  the 
anceftors  inheritance.      Liberty,  81. 

2.  Daughters  fhall  inherit  as  coparceners.      Liberty,  82. 

3.  No  cuftome  or  prefcription  fhall  ever  prevail,  &c.  to 
maintaine  any  thing  morally  finnfull.      Liberty,  65. 

4.  Civill  authority  may  deale  with  any  church  member  or 
officer,  in  a  way  of  civill  juftice.      Liberty,  c^c^. 

5.  No  man  ftiall  be  twice  fentenced  by  civill  juftice,  for 
the  fame  offence.      Liberty,  42. 

6.  No  man  fhall  be  urged  to  take  any  oath,  or  fubfcribe  any 
articles,  covenant,  or  remonftrance  of  a  publick  and  civill 
nature,  but  fuch  as  the  generall  court  hath  confidered,  al- 
lowed and  required.      Liberty  3. 

7.  Publick  records  are  open  to  all  inhabitants.      Liberty,  48. 

By 
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[208]  Bythls  Itmayappeare  thatourpolitieandfundament- 
alls  are  framed  according  to  the  lavvesof  England,  and  according 
to  the  charter;  fo  that  the  petitioners  (if  they  had  not  caft 
off  all  modefty)  muft  needs  be  afhamed  of  this  complaint,  as 
alfo  of  thofe  which  follow,  viz.  Arbitrarie  government,  the 
negative  vote,  Illimited  oaths,  Unjuft  taxes,  Illegall  committ- 
ments, &c.  For  the  firft  we  ufe  to  fay,  Rome  was  not  built 
in  a  day:  Nay,  they  could  write  of  it  many  hundred  yeares 
after,  Tanta  molis  erat,  &c.  Let  them  produce  any  colonic  or 
commonwealth  in  the  world,  where  more  hath  beene  done  in 
16  yeares.  Let  them  fhew  where  hath  beene  more  care  and 
ftrife  to  prevent  all  arbitrarines,  and  to  bring  all  judgements 
to  a  certaine  rule,  fo  farre  as  may  be.  Let  them  confefle 
theire  ignorance  of  the  judiciall  proceedings  in  England,  or 
theire  malice  which  fetts  them  on,  to  take  up  any  thing  to 
throw  at  us,  though  it  cutt  theire  owne  fingers,  as  the  prac- 
tife  of  England  (which  they  would  feeme  fo  much  to  adhere 
unto)  will  moft  certainely  doe,  if  they  looke  into  any  of 
thofe  courts  of  judicature  (except  it  be  the  common  pleas) 
but  efpecially  the  chauncery  (which  is  the  highefl  court  of 
judicature)  the  court  of  requefts,  the  chauncery  of  the  ex- 
chequer and  of  the  dutchie,  in  which  courts  they  are  not 
tyed  to  the  common  lawes  or  ffatutes  of  England,  but  doe 
judge  arbitrarily  (Jecundum  aquum  et  bonum)  according  to 
equitie.  If  they  can  give  no  reafonable  anfwer  here  (as  we 
are  fure  they  cannot)  they  muft  either  harden  theire  hearts 
orconfeffe  theire  guilt,  and  be  as  carefuU  to  reforme  theire  ar- 
bitrary obedience,  as  we  are  to  keepe  off  arbitrary  govern- 
ment. We  may  fay  the  fame  for  the  fecond,  the  Negative 
vote.  Sure  thefe  men  would  feeme  to  have  mifteries  of  ftate 
in  theire  heads,  and  they  meane  to  keepe  them  there.  They 
tell  us  of  a  deftrudive  'negative  vote,  but  they  neither  fhew 
where  nor  what  this  daunger  is,  nor  what  remedie  for  it.  It 
may  be  they  have  found  out  a  way   how  a  mixt  government 

may 
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may  fubfift  without  a  negative  vote,  which  this  court  (with 
all  the  help  of  all  the  elders,  and  other  the  wifeftin  the  coun- 
try, after  [209]  two  or  three  years  endeavour)  could  not  at- 
taine  ;  nor  would  the  farre  deeper  wifdome  of  the  parliament 
of  England  ever  attempt  it  (and  that  thefe  remonftrants 
are  not  ignorant  of)  nor  do  they  affedt  a  democracie.  There- 
fore this  mufl  needs  be  put  in  only  as  a  fine  device  (ad faci- 
endum populu77t)  to  pleafe  the  people.  For  the  third,  viz. 
lUimitted  oathes,  and  covenants  not  explained  by  lawe : 
They  fhould  have  done  well  to  have  tould  us  what  oathes 
and  covenants  they  meane,  for  (dolus  verfatur  in  univerfalibus) 
deceit  lyes  hid  in  general  Is.  We  know  no  oathes  we  impofe 
upon  any,  other  than  fuch  as  are  allowed  by  our  charter,  and 
were  in  praftife  by  the  company  in  London  (as  occafion  re- 
quired) before  we  came  into  thefe  parts.  And  for  covenants 
of  a  civill  nature,  there  hath  not  beene  fo  much  as  any  men- 
tion of  any  fuch  amongft  us  thefe  many  yeares,  fave  only,  the 
laft  yeare,  a  motion  was  made  in  court  of  complying  with 
our  native  country  in  the  nationall  covenant  there,  which 
was  referred  to  further  confideration.  As  for  our  church 
covenant,  that  fhall  be  fpoken  to  in  its  proper  place.  Be- 
fides  (to  prevent  all  fuch  burdens)  we  have  eftablifhed  a  lawe 
to  that  end,  as  appears  here  before.  5thly,  For  unjuft  taxes, 
there  is  none  that  come  amongft  us,  or  heare  of  our  condition 
and  affaires,  but  will  marvaile  for  what  purpofe  fuch  great 
fummes  fhould  be  raifed  upon  the  country,  as  fhould-occafion 
this  grievance  ;  feeing  we  attempt  nothing  of  chardge,  but 
what  is  neceffarie,  and  what  the  freemen  and  members  of  the 
court  contribute  unto,  as  largely  as  any  other.  We  fpend 
nothing  fuperfluoufly  in  buildings,  feaftings,  penfions,  public 
gratuities,  officers  fees,  or  the  like;  nay  we  are  afhamed  fome- 
times  at  our  penurioufnes,  but  that  we  had  rather  beare 
fhame  and  blame,  than  overburden  the  people.  Such  as  are 
in  cheife  office  amongft  us  are  content  to  live  beneath  the 
honour  of  their  places  that    they   might    eafe    the   common 

charge. 
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charge.  All  our  publick  expences  have  beene  about  fome 
fmall  fortifications,  makeing  lawes,  difpenfeing  juftice,  fome 
expeditions  againft  the  Indians,  who  by  their  injuries  and 
infolencies  have  provoked  us  [210]  thereunto,  and  fome 
forraigne  occafions  of  late,  which  accidentally  fell  upon  us. 
If  the  remonftrants  have  knowne  of  any  lavifh  wafting  or 
mifpence  of  the  publick  treafure,  it  had  beene  fitt  they  fhould 
have  mentioned  it,  otherwife  they  deale  unjuftly  and  injuri- 
oufly  with  us,  to  expeft  we  fhould  provide  for  theire  peace 
and  fafety,  and  yet  deny  us  the  meanes  whereby  we  fhould 
accomplifh  it.  6thly,  For  illegall  committments,  theire  com- 
plaint pretends  frequencie,  otherwife  it  were  not  a  public 
grievance,  therefore  we  conceive  they  might  have  produced 
fome  cleare  inftances  in  this  kind.  But  let  them  bring  forth 
one:  Or  let  them  charge  any  of  the  courts  or  magiftrates 
with  corruption  in  theire  places,  or  manifeft  injuftice  in  theire 
fentences  :  Or  the  government  with  allowance  of  any  thing 
that  is  morally  evill.  If  not;  they  are  impudent  flanderers, 
and  deeply  guilty  of  the  breach  of  the  5th  commandment 
which  (without  ferious  repentance)  God  will  require  of  them, 
ythly,  Thefe  remonftrants  would  be  thought  to  be  a  repre- 
fentative  part  of  all  the  non-freemen  in  the  countrie;  but 
when  we  have  pulled  ofF  theire  vizards,  we  find  them  no 
other  but  Robert  Child,  Thomas  Fowle,  &c.  For  firft,  al- 
though their  petition  was  received  with  all  gentlenes,  yet  we 
heare  of  no  other  partners  that  have  appeared  in  it,  though 
it  be  four  months  fince  it  was  prefented.  Againe  we  know 
that  divers  of  the  non-freemen  have  lived  fome  in  Virginia 
and  other  plantations,  where  the  government  hath  not  been 
fo  eafy  to  them  as  they  have  found  it  here.  Others  have  lived 
in  Kent,  under  the  lawes  of  Gavelkind,  more  repugnant  to 
the  common  lawes  of  England  than  any  of  ours.  Others 
have  had  to  doe  in  maritime  affaires;  others  in  caufes  tefta- 
mentrie  and  matrimoniall  ;  others  in  the  chancery,  and  others 
n  London  and  other  corporations,  and  fo  have  found  by  ex- 
perience 
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perience  that  Engliflimen  may  live  comfortably  and  fecurely 
under  fome  other  lawes  befides  the  common  and  ftatutelawes 
of  England  ;  and  that  all  the  priviledge  of  a  freeborne  Englifli 
fubjed  is  his  intereft  ia  the  lawes,  without  right  of  eleftion 
of  publick  officers,  which  [211]  they  were  never  acquainted 
with  there,  and  yet  payd  their  equall  proportions  to  all  pub- 
lick  charges,  &c.  Thefe  non-freemen  alfo  are  well  fatisfyed 
(as  we  conceive)  and  doe  blefle  God  for  the  bleffings  and 
priviledges  they  doe  enjoy  under  this  government.  They 
think  it  is  well,  that  juftice  is  equally  adminiftred  to  them 
with  the  freemen  ;  that  they  have  equall  fhare  with  them  in 
all  towne  lotts,  commons,  &c.  that  they  have  like  libertie  of 
accefie  to  the  church  aflemblies,  and  like  place  and  refpedl 
there,  according  to  theire  qualities,  as  alfo  in  all  neighbourly 
meetings  for  maintenance  of  love,  as  alfo  like  freedome  of 
trade  and  commerce.  So  that  we  have  good  caufe  to  be  per- 
fwaded,  that  there  are  not  many  of  thefe  difcontented  remon- 
ftrants  within  our  jurifdiftion,  nor  in  New  England.  We 
are  further  confirmed  herein  when  we  confider  what  hard 
fhifts  thefe  remonftrants  were  put  unto,  to  make  up  the 
number  of  feven.  The  firft  (and  he  that  muft  (ducem  agere 
it!  hujus  militia)  be  the  leader  in  this  defigne)  is  a  Paduan 
Dodor  (as  he  is  reputed)  lately  come  into  the  country,  who 
hath  not  fo  much  as  tafted  of  their  grievances,  nor  like  to 
doe,  being  a  batchelour  and  only  a  fojournour,  who  never 
payd  penny  to  any  public  charge,  though  (of  his  owne  good- 
will) he  hath  done  fomething  for  publick  ufe.  A  fecond,  is 
a  church  member,  but  will  be  no  freeman  ;  he  likes  better  to 
be  eafed  of  that  trouble  and  charge,  A  third,  is  a  freeman, 
but  no  member  of  any  church,  and  the  reafon  hath  beene  his 
profefled  affedlion  to  the  hierarchic.  A  fourth,  is  a  clarke  of 
the  prothonotaries  office,  a  fojournour  alfo,  and  of  novifible 
eftate  in  the  country,  one  who  hath  never  appeared  formerly 
jn  fuch  defigne,  however  he  hath  been  drawne  into  this ;  it  is 
like  to  be  as  thofe  who  were  called  by  Abfalom  to  accom- 
pany 
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pany  him  to  Hebron.  A  fifth,  is  a  young  merchant,  little 
acquainted  with  commonwealth  affaires.  We  are  willing  to 
fuppofe  he  might  alfo  be  one  of  them,  who  were  invited  by 
Abfoiom  to  Hebron,  but  fure  we  are,  it  is  no  fmall  griefe  to 
his  honoured  godly  friends  to  find  him  there,  when  they 
prayed  and  waited  dayly  to  heare  of  him  in  Jerufalem.  A 
fixth  was  [212]  taken  up  by  accident,  being  none  of  this 
jurifdiftion,  but  himfelfe  and  familie  inhabiting  at  Rhode- 
Ifland.  The  feventh  is  an  ould  grocer  of  London,  whofe 
forgetfulnes  of  the  lawes  and  cuftomes  of  that  citty,  and  un- 
mindfullnes  of  his  dutie  to  the  government  under  which  he 
now  lives  and  profpers,  we  may  impute  to  his  age  and  fome 
other  infirmities.  And  thefe  are  the  champions  who  muft 
reprefent  the  bodie  of  non-freemen.  If  this  be  their  head, 
fure  they  have  (infulfum  caput  et  non  multo  Jale  defcecandum) 
an  unfavoury  head,  not  to  be  feafoned  with  much  fait.  It 
may  be  thought  rather  that  this  was  fome  dareing  bufines  at 
fome  of  their  merry-meetings,  like  that  of  Sir  Roger  Wil- 
liams and  the  Dutch  commander  Skencke,  who  in  a  vyeing 
bravery  would  adventure  to  fetch  the  prince  of  Parma  out  of 
his  tent  in  the  middefl  of  his  army. 

Thus  have  we  traced  our  remonftrants  through  the  civill 
ftate,  wherein  it  was  eafie  to  follow  them  by  theire  ill  fcent ; 
they  are  now  paffing  over  to  the  church,  but  in  theire  way 
they  will  needs  obferve  lome  notable  decay  of  trade  and  hus- 
bandry, &c.  and  withall  fome  malignant  and  noifome  difeafes 
among  us,  and  they  are  bould  to  deliver  Gods  councell  there- 
in without  confulting  with  his  oracles,  where  they  might  have 
learned  that  all  things  come  alike  to  all,  and  as  many  as  I 
love  I  rebuke  and  chaftife,  and  judgment  mull  begin  at  the 
houfe  of  God  (and  how  then  muft  malignants  fpeed)  So  as 
theire  imputeing  fuch  afflidtions  to  the  evil  of  our  govern- 
ment is  without  rule,  nor  doe  they  deale  faithfully  in  theire 
difcovery.  For  although  our  merchants  have  fuftained  fome 
late  lofles  at  fea  in   two    or    three    voyages,   yet  we  have  no 

caufe 
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caufe  to  murmure  at  the  good  providence  of  the  Lord,  who 
hath  well  repaired  thofe  lofTes  by  his  blefTing  upon  us  in  our 
fifliing  and  other  tradeing  abroade,  and  by  the  fuccefle  he 
hath  given  to  our  labours  at  home,  fo  as  we  could  fpare 
twenty  thoufand  bufhells  of  corne  the  laft  yeare  (fo  much  at 
leaft  being  tranfported)  and  a  good  quantity  (hipped  out  al- 
ready this  prefent  yeare.  As  for  thofe  difeafes  they  fpeak 
of,  it  is  true  (and  the  Lord  teach  us  to  profitt  thereby)  [213J 
God  was  pleafed  to  vifit  fome  of  our  townes  the  laft  fpring 
with  a  more  violent  fever  than  ordinary,  whereby  (as  we 
gueffe)  fome  fifty  or  fixty  perfons  were  taken  away  in  a  few 
weekes ;  but  when  we  confider  the  nature  and  ftrength  of  the 
difeafe,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  meanes  for  prevention  or 
cure,  we  muft  acknowledge  it  a  fingular  teftimonie  of  fatherly 
love,  that  among  fo  many  thoufands  he  tooke  away  fo  fev/, 
and  ftayed  it  fo  fuddenly.  And  for  that  fhamefull  difeafe 
they  mention,  we  may  fee  how  readie  they  are  to  publifti  any 
thing  to  our  difgrace.  They  might  have  covered  this  blem- 
ifh,  being  the  firft  of  this  kind  that  we  have  knowne  in  the 
countrie,  and  no  guilt  thereof  lyeing  upon  the  government, 
or  upon  the  country  that  we  can  find.  There  came  indeed 
the  laft  yeare  out  of  England  a  lewd  perfon  infefted  with 
the  French  difeafe,  who  ftayed  not  long  with  us;  but  fince 
his  departure  fome  others  have  been  infected,  but  by  what 
meanes  we  cannot  find  ;  the  infedtion  fpreading  by  a  worke 
of  charitie,  in  drawing  the.breafts  of  one  infedted,  but  neither 
knowne  to  them  nor  to  herfelfe,  that  we  can  learne.  But 
this  was  more  obfervable  (wherein  the  remonftrants  might 
have  feene  the  good  hand  of  the  Lord  toward  us)  that  a 
ftranger  coming  accidentally  into  the  country  at  that  time, 
who  had  fpeciall  fkill  in  that  difeafe,  through  the  blefling  of 
God,  foone  cured  them. 

Thefe  remonftrants  are  now  come   to   the   church   doore, 

when  one  of  theire  companie  gives  them  the  flipp,  not  dare- 

ing  (it  feemes)  to  enter  for  feare  of  an  admonition.      But  let 

Gg  us 
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us  fee  what  exceptions  the  other  fide  have  to  our  churches, 
&c.  They  tell  us,  that  "divers  fober,  righteous,  and  godly 
"  men,  eminent  for  knowledge  and  other  gracious  gifts  of  the 
"  Holy  Spirit,  no  wayes  fcandalous  in  theire  lives,  are  de- 
"  tained  from  the  feales,  becaufe  (as  is  fuppofed)  they  will 
"  not  take  thefe  churches  covenant."  The  petitioners  are 
fure  miftaken  or  mifreprefent  the  matter  ;  for  the  true  reafons 
why  many  perfons  in  the  country  are  not  admitted  to  the 
feales  are  thefe.  Firft,  many  are  fraudulous  in  theire  conver- 
fation  ;  or  2dly,noto[2i4]riou(ly  corrupt  in  their  opinions; 
or  ^dly,  grofly  ignorant  in  the  principles  of  religion  ;  or 
4thly,  if  any  have  fuch  knowledge  and  gifts,  yet  they  doe  not 
manifeft  the  fame  by  any  publick  profeffion  before  the  church 
or  before  the  elders,  and  fo  it  is  not  knowne  that  they  are 
thus  qualified.  And  our  churches  may  not  receive  men 
blindfoulded,  or  upon  other  mens  creditt,  when  they  fhall  re- 
fufe  to  give  account  of  their  faith  or  repentance,  which  is  fo 
exprefly  required,  i  Pet.  3.  15  , Matt.  3.  6,  Ads  8.  37,  Matt. 
16.  16,  17,  18.  Few  examples  (if  any)  can  be  given  offuch 
as  have  manifefted  themfelves  to  be  fo  qualifyed  and  yet  have 
beene  refufed  meerely  for  fcrupleing  the  covenant.  And  it  is 
juftly  queftionable  whether  fuch  fliould  be  admitted  to  the 
feales,  who  will  not  be  fubjeft  to  the  difcipline  appointed  by 
Chrift  in  his  churches.  For  what  is  the  covenant  but  a  fub- 
mitting  themfelves  under  the  ordinances  of  Chrift,  as  the 
fame  are  exercifed  according  to  th?  rule  of  the  word,  in  that 
church  where  fuch  an  one  joynes  as  a  member  ?  Let  a  man 
profefledly  engage  himfelfe  hereto,  and  (we  fuppofe)  our 
churches  will  reft  fatisfyed  therewith.  Our  churches  are  not 
alone,  nor  the  firft  that  have  walked  in  this  way.  The  like 
courfeis  held  in  the  French  and  Dutch  churches^  and  allowed 
by  fome  of  the  chiefe  patrons  of  the  preft)yterian  way  :  As 
Mr.  Rathbeard,  Nar.  p.  16.  Mr.  Rutterford,  Due  Right, 
&c.  p.  85,  86,  88,  Who  doe  grant,  that  when  a  member  is 
admitted,   &c.    there  is    alwayes    an   implicite  covenant   (at 

leaft) 
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leaft)  which  he  now  comes  under.  And  iffo,  then  what  bur- 
den or  danger  can  there  be  to  any  chriftians  confcience,  in  ex- 
preffing  that  by  his  words,  which  he  muft  acknowledge  and 
binds  himfelfe  unto  by  his  aftion  ?  unles  plain  and  open 
dealing  be  growne  unlawfuU.  They  fay  they  fee  no  light  in 
Gods  word  for  fuch  a  covenant,  which  may  well  be ;  for  it 
appeares  by  other  paflages  in  theire  remonftrance,  that  they 
have  fmall  acquaintance  therewith,  or  elfe  like  not  to  come 
under  the  power  of  it.  And  it  appeares  alfo,  by  the  offence 
they  take,  to  be  compelled  to  attend  to  it  in  the  publick 
aflemblies.  They  profefTe  to  [215]  approve  of  the  covenant 
lately  impofed  by  the  honourable  houfes  of  parliament,  and 
yet  they  are  all  of  them  very  willing  to  take  fuch  oathes  and 
covenants  as  are  expreffions  of  theire  defires  of  advanceing  the 
glory  of  God  and  good  of  this  place,  &c.  and  yet  they  boggle 
at  the  covenants  of  thefe  churches,  which  are  wholely  framed 
according  to  the  fame  defcription.  So  as  it  is  cleare,  it  is  not 
want  of  light  (as  they  pretend)  but  fomething  in  theire  owne 
hearts,  which  they  feeke  to  cover.  For  let  them  ftand  to 
that  profeffion,  and  they  can  never  flick  at  our  covenants. 
A  nd  whereas  they  fay  they  cannot  perceive  what  our  covenants 
are,  becaufe  they  are  not  one  and  the  fame  in  every  church  ; 
they  might  as  well  fay,  they  could  not  underfland  our  prayers 
and  fermons,  becaufe  they  differ  alfo  one  from  another  in 
forme  of  words.  For  the  difference  of  our  covenants  in  the 
feverall  churches  is  no  other.  In  fubflance  (for  ought  we 
knov>^)  they  all  agree.  And  what  ever  the  feverall  expreffions 
may  be,  this  fufficeth  us  (which  we  conceive  to  be  intended 
by  them  all)  that  in  this  covenant  we  profeffe  our  engage- 
ment of  relation  to  God,  and  one  to  another,  in  all  the  duties 
which  belong  to  the  publick  worfhip  of  God,  and  edification 
one  of  another,  ffccording  to  the  rule  of  the  gofpell. 

Another  matter  which  troubles  them  is,  that  they  are  com- 
pelled (under  a  fevere  fine)  every  Lords  day  to  appeareat  the 
congregation.     The  law  which  they  account  fo  fevere  is  this  : 

Any 
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Any  two  afliftants  may  fine  or  imprifon  fuch  perfons  inhabit- 
ing here,  as  fhall  ufually  abfent  themfelves  from  church 
meetings  upon  the  Lords  day,  fo  as  the  fine  exceed  not  5J. 
for  one  offence.  We  cannot  conceive  that  fuch  fober  and 
godly  men  as  thefe  remonftrants  fpeak  of,  fhould  feare  any 
hurt  by  this  lawe  for  fure  fuch  perfons  need  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  refort  to  church  meetings.  Therefore  it  fhould 
feeme  rather,  that  they  would  pleade  for  libertie  for  loofe  and 
irreligious|perfons,  or  for  fuch  as  are  tainted  with  fuch  corrupt 
opinions  as  doe  caufe  them  to  caft  off  all  publick  ordinances 
of  Gods  worfliip,  or  elfe  they  v/ould  not  have  the  civil! 
authoritie  to  meddle  with  [216]  men,  for  matters  of  the  firft 
tab'e;  and  fo  they  would  have  the  4th  commandment  to  be 
ceremoniall,  which  exprefly  requires  that  all  within  our  gates 
be  looked  unto,  that  they  doe  not  violate  the  Lords  fabbath, 
but  fanctify  it.  And  if  they  would  have  all  men  admitted  to 
the  feales  of  Gods  covenant,  they  muft  either  allowe  they  may 
be  brought  to  the  ordinary  meanes  of  inftrudion,  whereby 
they  may  be  made  fitt  for  the  fame ;  or  elfe  they  confefle 
againft  themfelves  that  they  would  have  them  admitted  in 
theire  ignorance  and  profanenes. 

They  are  offended  alfo  at  our  lawe  againft  Anabaptifts. 
The  truth  is,  the  great  trouble  we  have  beene  putt  unto  and 
hazard  alfo,  by  familifticall  and  anabaptifticall  fpirits,  whofe 
confcience  and  religion  hath  been  only  to  fett  forth  themfelves 
and  raife  contentions  in  the  country,  did  provoke  us  to 
provide  for  our  fafety  by  a  lawe,  that  all  fuch  fhould  take 
notice,  how  unwelcome  they  fhould  be  unto  us,  either 
comeing  or  flaying.  But  for  fuch  as  differ  from  us  only 
in  judgment,  in  point  of  baptifm  or  fome  pther  points  of 
leffe  confequence,  and  live  peaceably  amongft  us,  without  oc- 
cafioning  difturbance,  &c.  fuch  have  no-  caufe  to  com- 
plaine ;  for  it  hath  never  beene  as  yet  putt  in  execution 
againft  any  of  them,  although  fuch  are  knowne  to  live 
amongft  us. 

Another 
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Another  of  their  grievances  is,  that  in  fome  places  they 
are  forced  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  thofe  minifters 
who  vouchfafe  not  to  take  them  into  their  flocke.  They 
doe  well  to  reftraine  this  greivance  to  fome  places;  for  it  is 
well  knowne,  that  in  many  of  our  churches  no  fuch  courfe  is 
ufed.  And  fure  we  are,  that  none  of  thefe  remonftrants  were 
ev'er  compelled  to  fuch  contribution.  And  although  the 
fcripture  faith  the  labpurour  is  worthy  of  his  wages,  yet  there 
are  amongft  us  fome,  who  live  under  the  miniftry  of  the 
word,  themfelves  and  theire  families,  yeare  after  yeare,  and 
yet  never  contribute  the  worth  of  one  penny  to  the  mainten- 
ance thereof,  though  they  have  place  in  the  aflembly  equall 
to  any  of  theire  ranke,  and  though  the  wives  of  fome  of  them 
doe  commu[2i7]nicate  at  the  Lords  table,  and  their  children 
are  received  to  baptifme.  And  whereas  they  complaine  that 
they  are  not  accounted  fo  much  as  brethren,  nor  publickly  fo 
called.  The  truth  is,  we  account  all  our  countrymen  breth- 
ren by  nation,  and  fuch  as  in  charity  we  may  judge  to  be 
beleevers  are  accounted  alfo  brethren  in  Chrift.  If  they  be 
not  publickly  fo  called  (efpecially  in  the  church  affemblies) 
it  is  not  for  want  of  due  refpeft  or  good  will  tovv^ards  them, 
but  only  for  diftindion  fake,  to  putt  a  difference  betweene 
thofe  that  doe  communicate  together  at  the  Lords^table,  and 
thofe  who  doe  not.  As  for  that  complaint  of  want  of  exer- 
cifing  chriftian  vigilancie  towards  them,  it  is  a  moft  untrue 
and  unjuft  charge.  For  it  is  evident  in  moft  places  (and  for 
ought  we  know)  in  all,  that  befides  the  publick  prayers  and 
inftrudlions  which  is  common  to  them  with  the  members  of 
the  church,  they  are  admitted  (fuch  as  will)  to  private  con- 
ference and  prayers  ;  they  are  vifited  in  tymes  of  ficknes, 
&c,  as  occafion  requires.  If  any  faileing  be  in  particular 
members  in  this  kind,  it  is  agalnft  the  mind  of  the  churches 
and  the  intent  of  the  civill  government.  If  fome  duties  of 
church  difcipline  are  not  exercifed  towards  them,  they  can 
blame  none  but  themfelves,  in  that  they  refufe  to  fubmitt 
themfelves  thereto. 

Concerning 
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Concerning  the  baptifme  of  the  children  of  Tuch  as  are  not 
members  of  our"  churches,  there  is  ;.n  aflembly  of  the  elders 
now  'ii  being,  and  therefore  we  think  fitt  to  deferr  any  refo- 
lution  about  that  and  fome  other  pointes  concerning  the 
church  dilcipline,  untill  we  fhall  underftand  theire  conclufion 
theirein,  for  further  light  in  thefe  things. 

In  theire  conclufion,  thefe  remonftrants  prognofticate  what 
peace  and  felicitie  we  may  certainely  expeft  both  in  church 
and  common  wealth,  if  theire  petition  be  granted,  viz.  that 
every  man  be  left  to  his  owne  libertie,  and  no  diftinftions  or 
qualifications  obferved,  &c.  which  they  might  have  illuftrated 
by  fome  examples,  which  we  marvaile  they  omitted,  efpecially 
haveing  one  fo  neere  and  frefh  ;  we  fliall  therefore  help  theire 
memory.  They  well  know  that  fome  eight  yeares  fince,  here 
were  a  [218]  certaine  companie  (which  were  petitioners  and 
remonfl:rants  alfo  though  in  another  kind)  who  out  of  theire 
tendernes  of  libertie  of  confcience,  and  civill  libertie  withall, 
made  greate  difturbance  both  in  church  and  civill  fl:ate,  but 
not  obtaineing  theire  defire,  and  fearing  fuch  a  ruine  to 
come  upon  us  as  thefe  remonftrants  forefee,  they  removed  to 
Rhode-Ifland,  where  haveing  given  equall  priviledge  to  all 
and  eftablifhed  this  as  their  bafis,  &c.  that  no  man  fiiould 
ever  be  molefted  for  profeffing  his  judgment,  &c.  they  thought 
themfelvcs  the  onely  happy  concording  people  under  heaven. 
But,  alas  !  it  was  but  a  dreame  ;  it  was  not  of  God  and 
therefore  could  not  ftand.  For  this  liberty  and  equallity 
fo  fomented  naturall  corruption,  as  they  prefently  fell  at  va- 
riance among  themfelves,  fnd  grew  into  three  or  foure 
oppofite  parts,  which  continue  to  this  day ;  and  inftead 
of  eftablifliing  church  and  civill  ftate  have  overthrowne 
both. 

Such  peace,  unity,  profperity,  &c.  is  that  which  we  may 
expedl,  if  we  will  call  off  the  rules  of  Goils  word,  the  civill 
prudence  of  all  nations,  and  our  owne  obfervation  of  the 
fruite  of  other  mens  follies,  and  hearken   to    the  counfell  of 

thefe 
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thefe  new  ftatefmen.  From  which  the  Lord  deliver  us, 
and  all  the  feed  of  Ifraell  to  the  comeing  of  Chrift  Jefus. 
Amen. 

By  the  generall  court, 

Increafe  Nowell,  Sec, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Mr.  Symonds  to  Governor  Win- 
throp,  Jan.  6th,   1646. "^3 

Sir, 

IThanke  you  for  the  intelligence  you  fent  me  before  the 
faft  day.  I  am  forry  for  the  trouble  you  were  put  unto. 
Troubles  and  difficulties  we  muft  looke  for  (if  we  will  reere 
a  building  to  the  Lord)  but  the  encouragement  exceeds  when 
we  confider  the  worke  is  his.  [219]  I  am  informed  that 
coppies  of  the  petition  are  spreading  here,  and  divers,  (fpeci- 
ally  voung  men  and  wdmen)  are  taken  with  it,  and  are  apt 
to  wonder  why  fuch  men  fhould  be  troubled  that  fpeake  as 
they  doe  ;  not  being  able  fuddenly  to  difcerne  the  poyfon  in 
the  fweet  wine,  nor  the  fire  wrapt  up  in  the  ftraw.  And  all- 
beit  I  do  conceive  this  towne'^+  affords  very  few  malignants, 
yet  withall  I  doubt  not  but  here  are  fome  adive  fpirits  for 
any  fuch  projeft  once  fett  on  foote.  I  am  informed  of  the 
fufpicious  expreffions  here  and  there  of  fome,  but  1  fhall  at- 
tend full  matter,  and  the  fitteft  feafon,  before  I  thinke  meet 
to  meddle  with  them.  I  perceive  that  our  people  here  when 
through  the  cunning  of  fome  and  miftake  of  others,  any 
doubts  concerning  the  publique  proceedings  are  in  minds, 
they  are  foone  fatisfyed  when  they  are  rightly  informed. 
Upon  thefe  and  fuch    like    confiderations    I    do    defire   you 

would 

103  The  originar  is  in  tlie  library  of  the  IVIaiTacliufetts  Hirtorical  Society       W. 

184  Ipfwich.        H. 
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would  haften  the  fending  of  a  coppy  of  the  courts  anfwere  Jto 
the  petition  and  remonftrance,  alfo  of  the  charge  of  their 
anfwere  thereunto,  and  alfo  of  a  reply  (if  any  be  made  unto  it) 
if  none  be  made,  then  a  coppy  of  the  reply  to  their  anfwer  in 
the  firft  particular,  which  I  fuppofe  is  with  the  reft  in  Mr. 
Secretaries  hands.  If  it  be  not  too  much  trouble  to  you  I 
fhould  defire  now  and  then  a  few  lines  from  you  how  matters 
proceed  at  the  Bay.  Its  none  of  the  leaft  poynte  of  the 
petitioners  policie  to  beare  people  in  hand  of  multitudes 
to  be  of  their  mind  ;  but  its  conceived  that  its  a  meere  empty 
vant,  for  except  a  few  (not  affedled  to  religion,  and  others 
erroneous  in  opinions)  the  people  are  firme. 

Yours  in  him  who  ever  watcheth  over  us, 
6th  nth,  46.  S.  S. 

T  Had  ended  as  you  fee  what  I  intended  at  this  tyme,  but  it 
-*-  being  rtill  in  my  hand  I  thought  good  to  add  a  little  more. 
The  fcope  of  what  I  would  exprefle  is,  to  obferve  Gods 
providences  in  mans  motions  at  this  tyme  feeme  plainly  to 
tend  to  fettle  his  people  here,  and  to  recover  new  Englifla 
fpirit  for  Chrifts  kingdome  againe.  [220]  The  irregular 
departure  of  fome  caufeth  a  deeper  fearch  of  heart,  wherefore 
God  hath  brought  his  people  hither,  (I  will  briefly  mention 
Gods  ends,  as  I  can  conceive  them,  by  and  by)  and  the 
plotting  of  others  under  the  alluring  notion  of  liberty,  thereby 
to  winne  the  opinionifts  and  loofer  fort,  caufes  the  folid  chrii- 
tians  to  prize  the  rare  and  rich  liberty  and  power  which  God 
hath  given  them,  and  they  have  deerly  purchased,  (viz.  in  refpeft 
of  men  in  this  their  great  adventure)  at  a  very  high  rate. 
Is  not  government  in  church  and  common  weale  (according 
to  Gods  owne  rules)  that  new  heaven  and  earth  prom- 
ifed,  in  the  fullnes  accomplifhed  when  the  Jewes  come  in, 
and  the  firft  fruites  begun  in  this  part  New  England,  though 
negledtd  by  many  and  oppofed  by  fome  ?  Now  to  name 
what  feemes  to  be  Gods  ende  in  bringing  his  people  hether, 
whatever  more  there  may  be  which  tyme  may  yet  difcover. 

I.  To 
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I.  To  be  an  occafion  to  ftirre  up  the  zeale  of  the  two  na- 
tions to  fett  upon  reformation  of  religion,  and  that  with  good 
fuccefle. 

2.  To  have  liberty  and  power  to  fett  up  Gods  owne  or- 
dinances in  church  government,  and  thereby  to  hold  forth 
matter  of  convidion  to  the  epifcopacy  and  others  that  this 
way  of  church  government  and  civill  government  may  ftand 
together. 

3.  To  exercife  the  graces  of  the  richer  fort  in  a  more  mixt 
condition,  they  fhall  have  the  liberty  of  good  government  in 
their  hands,  yet  with  the  abatement  of  their  outward  eftates. 
And  that  the  poorer  fort  (held  under  in  England)  fhould 
have  inlargement. 

4.  To  afford  a  hiding  place  for  fome  of  his  people  that 
flood  for  the  truth  while  the  nation  was  exercifed  unto  blood. 

5.  To  have  an  opportunity  to  trayne  up  a  godly  fkillfull 
foldiery,  which  fhortly  may  be  imployed  againfl  that  blafphe- 
mous  citty.  And  to  thefe  may  be  added  (at  leaft  a  fprink- 
ling)  of  godly  feamen,  formerly  rare  in  the  world. 

6.  To  make  this  place  a  rendezvous  for  our  deare  Englifh 
friends  when  they  fhall  make  their  voyages  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies, to  dry  up  that  Euphrates. 

[221]  7.  To  be  hopeful!  inftruments  in  Gods  hand  to 
gaine  thefe  Indians  to  Chrifts  kingdome.  Which  mercy  if 
attained  in  any  confiderable  meafure  will  make  us  goe  finging 
to  our  graves. 

I  will  alfo  mention  the  text  preached  upon  at  our  laft  faft, 
and  the  propofitions  raifed  thereupon,  becaufe  it  was  fo 
feafonable  to  New-Englands  condition,  and  fo  profecuted, 
that  did  you  fee  a  coppy  I  thinke  you  would  defire  the  fer- 
mon  to  be  fett  forth  in  printe  for  publick  advantage. 

Jeremy   30.    17.      For    I  will    reftore    health  to  thee,  and 

heale  thee  of  thy  wounds,  faith  the  Lord ;   becaufe  they 

Hh  called 
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called  thee  an  outcaft,   faying,   this    is    Zion  whom  noe 
man  careth  for. 

1.  Prop.  That  fick  tymes  do  pafle  over  Zion. 

2.  That  fad  and  bitter  negled;  is  the  portion  and  aggrava- 
tion and  affliction  of  Zion  in  the  tyine  of  its  ficknes  and 
wounds,  but  fpecially  in  the  negledt  of  thofe  that  doe 
negledt  it,  and  yet  notwithftanding  doe  acknowledge  it 
to  be  Zion. 

3.  That  the  feafon  of  penitent  Zions  paffion  is  the  feafon 
of  Gods  compaffion. 

This  fermon  tended  much  to  the  fettling  of  godly  minds 
here  in  Gods  way,  and  to  raife  their  fpirits,  and  as  I  conceive 
hath  futable  effeds. 

I  think  the  magiftrates,  &c.  may  juftly  long  for  a  happy 
conclufion  of  the  Synod,  that  they  may  atteft  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Chrift  in  his  church,  and  that  they  may  with  renewed 
vigor  attend  the  mighty  providences  in  thefe  tymes  and  op- 
portunities for  the  advatice  of  Chrifts  caufe,  the  elders  being 
foe  zealoufly  fett  thereupon. 

Sir,  its  conceived  this  place  will  prove  either  very  honour- 
able or  very  meene  and  contemptable,  according  as  religion 
is  attended  or   negleded. 

If  you  thinke  it  meete,  I  pray  fend  alfo  a  coppy  of  their 
petition  found  in  Dands  ftuddy,  its  direcfted  to  the  commif- 
fioners. 


[222]  Copy  of  a  Letter   from  Mr.   Richard   Vines'*5    to 
Governor  Winthrop. 

Right  Worfhipful  and  ever  honored  Sir, 

I  Undertake  not  to   give  you  a  relation  of  this  ifland,  pre- 
fuming    you  knowe  more  thereof  than   I  can  exprefle. 

But 

155  This  Mr.  Vines  had  been  many  years  an  agent  for  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges 
in  his  Province  of  Main.     H. 
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But  my  real  refpedts  to  your  worthy nefs  enjoyne  rae  to 
falute  you  with  a  lyne  or  two,  not  only  to  fhew  my  grateful- 
nes  for  former  favours,  but  ftill  defiring  to  keep  correfpond- 
ency  with  you  who  have  alwayes  refpedted  me  beyond  my 
deferts.  I  fhall  be  joyfull  you  had  any  fervice  here  to 
command  me,  to  make  good  my  poore  expreffions  in  reall 
aftions. 

This  gentleman,  Mr.  John  Mainford  merchant,  is  coming 
to  your  porte  to  trade  for  provifions  for  the  belly,  which  at 
prefent  is  very  fcarce,  by  reafon  of  5  or  6  months  daythe,  and 
not  that  only,  but  men  are  fo  intent  upon  planting  fugar  that 
they  had  rather  buy  foode  at  very  deare  rates  than  produce  it 
by  labour,  foe  infinite  is  the  profitt  of  fugar  workes  after  once 
accomplifhed.  I  have  by  Gods  affiftance  fettled  my  felfe  in 
two  plantations  adjoyning,  containing  50  acres,  the  which  I 
hope  after  6  months  will  mayntayne  me  and  myne  comfort- 
ably, befides  my  practice  of  phyfick  which  is  worth  at  leaft 
loooolb.  of  tobacco  per  ann.  declare,  yett,  it  is  hard  with  me 
by  reafon  of  my  great  payments  for  my  plantations  and  ne- 
groes and  other  neceflary  diiburfements  already  paid  to  the 
value  of  400001b.  of  tobacco,  which  keepes  me  bare  at  prefent ; 
I  doubt  not  but  the  next  crop  (proving  well)  but  to  be 
better  able  to  live  than  1  have  been  many  yeares. 

Mr.  Parker  with  his  wife  and  family  are  well  feated  in  a 
good  plantation  of  twenty  acres,  befides  a  good  ftipend  and 
many  good  guifts,  well  approved  of  in  his  fundion,  oppofed 
by  none,  unlefle  by  antinomians  and  fuch  like.  I  blefle  God 
my  family  continue  in  good  health,  all  liking  the  ifland  well, 
notwithftanding  their  change  of  dyett,  [223]  which  at  pref- 
ent is  but  (lender,  yet  far  from  want.  I  fearenot  but  within 
6  months  to  live  as  plentifully  as  any  man  upon  this  ifland, 
according  to  my  proportion.  I  have  at  prefent  16  accres  of 
cotton  planted  at  the  leaft,  as  much  corne  for  my  provifions, 
byfides  tobacco.  The  next  yeare  I  intend  for  fugar,  at 
prefent  I  cannot.     Thus  ceafing   farder  to  trouble  you,  fave 

with 
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with  my  refpedtive  fervice  to  yourfelfe,  your  virtuous  wife, 
with  your  fonnes  and  daughters,  and  to  the  reverend  divines 
Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  to  my  worthy  friends  Maj. 
Gibbons  and  Mr.  Hill,  leaving  you  all  to  Ifraells  proteftor, 
refting 

Your  aflured  friend 
Barbadoes,  July  19th,  and  fervant, 

1647.  Rich.  Vines. 


Mr.  Richard  Vines's  Letter  to  Governor  Winthrop  about 
the  ficknefs   in  Barbadoes. 

Barbadoes,  29th  April,  1648. 
Right  worfhipfull,  and  my  ever  honored  friend. 

YOUR  kinde  letter  of  the  24th  of  Auguft  I  received, 
which  was  mod  wellcome  unto  mee,  efteeming  it  a  high 
favour  that  you  will  vouchfafe  to  keepe  correfpondency  with 
fo  undeferving  a  friend.  I  perceive  by  your  letter  that  the 
Lord  did  fhake  his  rod  over  New-England,  it  was  his  greate 
mercy  only  to  put  you  in  remembrance.  We  have  felt  his 
heavy  hand  in  wrath,  and  yet  I  feare  not  fenfible  of  it,  for 
here  is  little  amendment,  or  notice  taken  of  his  great  pun- 
Ifliments.  The  ficknes  was  an  abfolute  plague  ;  very  infec- 
tious and  deftroying,  in  fo  much  that  in  our  parilTi  there 
were  buried  20  in  a  weeke,  and  many  weekes  together,  15  or 
16.  It  firft  feafed  on  the  ableft  men  both  for  account  and 
ability  of  body.  Many  who  had  begun  and  almoft  finiflied 
greate  fugar  workes,  who  dandled  themfelves  in  their  hopes, 
but  were  fuddenly  laid  in  the  duft,  and  their  eftates  left  unto 
ftrangers.  Our  [224]  New-England  men  had  their  fhare, 
and  foe  had  all  nations  efpecially  Dutchmen,  of  whom  died  a 
great  company,  even  the  wifeft  of  them.  The  contagion  is 
well  nigh  over,  the  Lord  make  us  truly  thankfull  for  it  and 
ever  mindful  of  his  mercy.     I  faw   your  fon  here,  he  made 

but 


2  2zj.]  CoUeSiion  of  Papers.  253 

but  little  ftay,  but  went  for  Chriftophers  with  his  cargo  ;  he 
is  a  very  hopeful  gentleman.  If  the  Lord  pleafe  to  fend  him 
here  agayne  or  any  other  of  your  fonnes,  I  fhall  be  ready  to 
ferve  them  in  what  I  may.  I  here  the  Lord  hath  gracioufly 
recompenced  your  incomparable  lofTe  with  another  moft  ver- 
tuous  and  loving  wife,  many  and  happy  be  your  dayes  to- 
gether. 

Sir,  I  fhall  take  it  as  a  great  bleffing  from  God  to  give  me 
a  good  occafion  to  ferve  you  or  any  of  your  children,  here  or 
elfe  where,  that  I  might  exercife  my  thankful!  remembrance 
for  all  former  courtefies. 

No  more  at  prefent  but  my  humble    fervice   to   yourfelfe 
and    vertuous  wife,    and    to   all    your   fons  and    daughters. 
Committing  you  all  to  the  proteftion  of  almighty  God. 
Ever  refting  your  affured  Joving  friend, 
and  fervant. 


Rich.  Vines. 


I  pray  Sir  be  pleafed  to  prefent  my 
beft  fervice  to  Mr.  Dudley,  Mr. 
Bellingham,  Mr.  Stibbins,  and  the 
two  reverend  minifters  Mr.  Cot- 
ton and  Mr.  Wilfon. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from    William  Coddington  to  Gover- 
nor Winthrop. 

Right  worfhipfuU  and  beloved  in  our  Lord  Jefus, 

I  Doe  rejoyce  in  the  Lords  mercey,  grace  and  favour  to 
you  in  beftoweing  of  you  a  meet  helper,  and  now  againe 
eftablifhing  you  a  governor  over  his  people.  Sir,  this  bearer, 
Capt.  Partridge,  hath  requefted  me  to  fignify  [225]  to  you 
what  I  know  concerneing  Robt.  Nafhes  dealeings  with  him, 
viz.  he  fould  him  fome  fatt  cattell  in  Auguft  lafl  at  an  under 
raite,  to  be  paid  in  bever,  he  hath  deferred  him  from  tyme  to 

tyme 
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tyme,  and  the  laft  tyme  I  was  in  the  Bay  promifed  him  before 
me,  if  he  had  it  not  to  returne  by  that  fhip  he  would  give 
him  double  the  value  (which  he  doth  not  ftand  upon)  and 
now  is  forced  to  feeke  his  owne.  I  doubt  not  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  afford  him  that  juftice  as  the  equitie  of  his  caufe 
may  require.  Sir,  this  bearer  and  Mr.  Balftone,  and  fome 
others  of  this  inland,  are  in  difgrace  with  the  people  in  Prov- 
idence, Warwick  and  Gortons  adherents  on  the  ifland,  for 
that  we  will  not  enterpoffe  ormeedle  at  all  in  their  quarrills 
with  the  Mafiachufetts  and  the  reft  of  the  colonyes;  and  doe 
much  feare  that  Gorton  will  be  a  thorne  in  their  and  our 
fides,  if  the  Lord  prevent  not  ;  but  I  hope  fhortely  to  fee  you, 
and  to  fpeak  with  you,  and  therefore' fhall  for  the  prefent 
feafe  from  writing,  but  not  from  remayneing 

Newport,  May  25.      .  Yours  ever 

1648.  Wm.  Coddington. 


Copy  of  a    Letter    from    Mr.    Hopkins'^^  to    Governor 
Winthrop. 

Much  honoured  Sir, 

I  Received  yours  of  the  26th  part,  and  have  much  caufe  to 
acknowledge  your  great  love  in  the  paynes  you  tooke  to 
anfwer  my  defire  in  the  cafe  propounded.  I  find  a  generall 
concurrence  almoft,  with  your  thoughts  therein,  by  all  I  have 
confulted  with,  foe  that  I  dare  not,  having  fuch  a  ftreame  of 
advice  to  the  contrary,  refolve  to  returne,  untill  more  of  the 
mind  of  the  Lord  appeare  that  way,  though  I  find  not  my 
heart  foe  quieted  in  that  determination  as  I  hoped  it  would. 
Your  prayers  1  nead  and  begg,  that  that  the  Lord  would  at 
length  fatisfy  me  with  himfelfe  in  this  fad  and  great  tryall 
which  almoft  overwhelmes  my  fpiritt. 

I 

"""'  Mr.  Hopkins  was  Governor  of  Connefticut.  Soon  after  this  Letter  he 
went  to  England,  was  promoted  by  Cromwell,  made  a  Commiflioncr  of  the  Navy 
and  of  the  Admiralty,  and  died  there  in  1657.     H. 
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[226]  I  hoped  ere  this  to  have  receaved  from  you  Mr. 
Bradfords  refolution  concerning  meeting  Monf.  Stuyvefant'*7 
here.  You  will  underftand  by  my  father  Eatons  former  let- 
ters to  yourfelfe,  that  his  thoughts  inclyne  to  alter  the  com- 
miffioners  meeting  from  Plymouth  to  this  place  for  this  year, 
if  our  friends  at  Plymouth  be  content  therewith.  I  much 
defire  to  underftand  the  iflue  of  your  thoughts  there,  that 
occafions  may  be  ordered  accordingly,  and  the  Dutch  gover- 
nor have  notice  in  feafonable  tyme  of  the  meeting.  We  are 
much  ingaged  to  your  love  in  the  ready  willingnefs  you  ex- 
prefs  to  undergoe  foe  great  a  journey  upon  the  fervice  of  our 
peace.  The  good  Lord  anfwer  the  holy  endeavours  of  his 
fervants  with  anfwerable  fuccefte,  and  grant  as  his  peace  in  all 
things  by  all  means.  I  have  noe  more  tyme  at  prefeat  but 
to  fcribble  thefe  few  Ivnes  in  much  hafte  and  to  fubfcribe  my- 
felfe 

Yours  by    many    ingagements 

ready  to  ferve  you  in  what  I  may, 
Hartford,  21ft  June, 

1648.  E.   Hopkins. 


Application  from  Rhode-Ifland  to  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  United  Colonies  and  their  Anfwer.'^^ 

MR.  William  Coddington  and  Capt. Partridge  of  Roade- 
Ifland  prefented  this  requeft  to  the  Commiffioners  in 
writeing.  Our  requeft  and  motion  is  in  the  behalfe  of  our 
ifland,  that  we  the  iflanders  of  Roade-Ifland  may  be  received 
into  a  combination  with  all  the  united  colonies  of  New-Eng- 
land, into  a  firme  and  perpetuall  league  of  friendftiip  and 
amitie,  for  offence  and  defence,  mutuall  advice  and  fuccour, 
upon  all  juft  occafions,  for    our    mutuall    fafety  and  welfare, 

and 
lO''  The  Dutch  Governor  of  the  New-Netherlands  now  New- York.      H. 
IB8  This  is  printed  in  the  Plymouth  Colony  Records,  ix.  no.     W. 
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and  for  preferving  of  peace  amongft  ourfelves,  and  prevent- 
ing, as  much  as  may  be,  all  occafions  of  warre  or  differences, 
and  to  this  our  motion  we  have  the  confent  of  the  major 
part  of  our  ifland. 

William  Coddington, 
Alexander    Partridge, 


[227]  To   which  motion   the  Commiffioners   returned  this 
anfwer  under  their  hands. 

Mr.  Coddington  and  Capt.  Partridge, 

'TpHE  Commiffioners  for  the  united  Colonies  have  con- 
•*■  fidered  what  you  have  propounded,  either  by  fpeech  or 
writeing,  and  find  your  prefent  ftate  and  condition  full  of 
confufion  and  danger,  having  much  diilurbance  amongft 
yourfelves,  and  no  fecuritie  from  the  Indians,  they  defire 
therefore  in  feveiall  refpedts  to  afford  both  advice  and  helpe. 
But  upon  perufall  of  the  ancient  patent  granted  to  New 
Plimouth,  they  find  Roade  Ifland  (upon  which  your  plan- 
tations are  fettled)  to  fall  within  theire  lyne  and  bounds, 
which  the  honorable  Committee  of  Parliament  thinke  not 
fitt  to  ftrengthen  or  infringe,  nor  may  we.  If  therefore  your- 
felves and  the  inhabitants,  or  the  moft  confiderable  parts  of 
them,  upon  a  due  confideration  of  Plimouths  patent  and  right, 
acknowledge  yourfelves  within  that  jurifdiftion,  we  f!:all  con- 
fider  and  advife  how  you  may  be  accepted  upon  juft  tearmes, 
and  with  tender  refped  to  your  conveniencie,  and  fhall  after 
afford  you  the  fame  advice,  protedion  and  help  which  other 
plantations  within  the  united  Colonies  enjoy,  which  we  hope 
in  fundry  refpedls  may  tend  to  your  comfort  and  fafety. 
September  8,  1648. 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Symonds  to  Governor  Win- 
throp,  about  the  Synod. '^^ 
Sir, 

IUnderftand  it  is  your  purpofe  to  vizitt  us  and  afford 
your  prefence  this  court ;  pray  let  no  fmall  matter  de- 
prive us  of  our  defire  and  expectation  ;  and  we  fhould  be 
glad  to  fee  Mrs.  Winthrop  here  (if  with  conveniency  it  might 
be)  And  I  pray  bring  with  you  a  coppy  of  the  vote  of  the 
Synod  concerning  the  confeffion  (not  of  difci[228]pline)  but 
of  doftrine  and  faith  ;  which  you  may  have,  I  fuppofe,  of  Mr. 
Cotton,  Mr.  Ellyot,  or  of  Mr.  Allen  of  Dedham,  if  your 
man  afk  for  it.  Thus  with  our  beft  refpeds  prefented  I 
reft  Yours  ever, 

19th  7th,  48.  S.  Symonds. 

Copy  of  a   Letter  from    Edward  Winflovi^,  Eiq ;   to  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  United  Colonies. '^° 
Gentlemen, 

REeceaving  a  letter  from  you,  notwithftanding  the  large 
letter  fent  by  the  corporation  to  yourfelves,  I  cann  doe 
no  lefTe  than  give  you  thanks  for  your  refpedl  therein  to  my 
felf,  and  care  of  mee  ,leaft  I  might  fink  under  the  preflure  of 
following  the  publick  bufines  at  my  private  charge,  the  time 
is  not  as  yet  come  for  me  to  expedl  any  reliefe,  there  being 
very  little  of  the  colledlions  come  into  the  treafury,  more 
than  what  hath  been  expended  in  printing,  &c.  and  paying 
Mr.  Jenners  library,  which  I  defire  may  be  looked  after  ac- 
cording to  the  catalogue  fent  over.  For  his  neceflities 
prefled  us  to  a  prefent  dilburfenent  of  thirty  pounds,  and  to 
recover  it  againe  would  be  a  hard  matter,  yea  too  hard  for  us, 
he  living  in  Norfolk;    but  a  word  is  fufficient,  it  is  better  to 

loofe 
109  The  original  is  in  the  library  of  the  Maflachufetts  Hiftorical  Society.     W. 
"■"  This  is  printed  in  the  Plymouth  Records,  ix,  196.     W. 
la 
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loofe  fome  than  all.  I  fhall  fpeedily  write  to  Mr.  Weld  and 
acquaint  him  alfo  with  the  readines  that  is  in  the  corporation 
to  pay  the  thirty-four  pounds  to  him  alfo  (having  order  foe  to 
doe)  for  his  library  left  with  Mr.  Elliot,  fo  that  I  truft  that 
gapp  will  be  foone  flopped.  The  colledion  is  hopefully  be- 
gun in  London,  and  I  believe  will  arife  to  a  confiderable 
fome,  but  you  would  wonder  to  heare  the  feverall  forts  of 
objeftions  that  are  made  againft  it  by  men  that  after  all  are 
afhamed  to  negled:  it,  as  what  have  we  to  doe  to  raife  great 
fumes  to  promote  the  gofpell  among  naked  people,  the  gof- 
pell  is  going  away  from  us,  and  we  helpe  it  forward,  we  have 
more  neede  to  fupport  learning  at  home  than  abroad;  and 
then  our  levellers  will  [229]  have  nothing  to  doe  to  advance 
humane  learning,  there  is  too  much  of  it  already  ;  and  yett 
notwithftanding  it  goes  hopefully  on,  &c.  Yefterday  (as  I 
am  informed)  Mr.  Coddington'7'  had  fomething  done  for 
him  at  the  counfell  of  flate,  which  I  believe  was  his  pattent 
confirmed,  for  the  truth  is  fince  I  perceaved  by  letters  from 
Plymouth  that  after  another  years  warning  nothing  is  likely 
to  be  done  in  reference  to  the  old  order  of  lords  and  com- 
mons fent  over  in  (47)  as  I  take  it  I  looked  upon  it  as  a 
vaine  thing  to  drive  againft  the  ftreame,  when  as  indeed  that 
was  the  maine  matteriall  objeftion  above  a  twelve  month 
fince,  which  I  could  not  anfwer,  that  we  had  fuch  an  order 
but  never  looked  after  the  performance  thereof,  nor  made  any 
retourne  upon  it,  and  if  I  could  not  then  anfwer  it,  how 
much  lefle  now  after  another  yeare,  if  not  eighteen  months 
expiration,  but  the  will  of  the  Lord  muft  be  done  ;  however  I 
fuffer  in  my  reputation  here,  to  make  fo  great  a  buftle  forced, 
and  then  to  let  all  fall  at  laft  ;  had  I  not  had  particular  in- 
ftruftions  from  Plimouth  herein  I  had  never  ftirred  in  it,  but 
I  fhall  be  more  warey  heerafter  how  I  ingage  in  bufines  of 
that  nature,  yet  when  I    have  faid   it,  fhall   not  dare  to  neg- 

ledb 

'"'  He    was   in    England   folliciting    for    powers    of  Government    for  Rhode 
Ifland.     H. 
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led:  the  leaft  fervice  wherein  any  or  all  the  united  colonies  are 
concerned.  Here  is  a  great  murmuring  at  the  great  pro- 
vifions  of  powder  and  fhott  the  feverall  fhipps  gett  licenfe  for, 
yeare  after  yeare,  40  barrells  of  powder  and  50  barrells  is  an 
ordinary  proportion  to  a  fhipp,  nay  fomet'mes  100,  and  lead 
and  arms  proportionable.  Its  laid  to  our  chardge,  that  be- 
ing cuftom  free,  we  inrich  ourfelves  by  furnifhing  Barbadoes 
and  Virginia,  though  enemies,  &c.  with  that  and  other  com- 
modities, and  there  hath  been  upon  that  very  accompt  a  fe- 
rious  debate  about  revoking  our  free  cuftome  and  excife.  I 
have  laboured  in  it,  and  fatisfyed  many  of  the  Parliament 
and  Counfell  of  State,  of  your  care  not  to  fufFer  any  powder 
more  than  fhipps  ftore,  to  be  tranfported  away,  that  we  are 
faine  to  land  all  we  bring  hither  for  feare  of  fireing  the  fhipps 
in  the  river,  and  muft  gett  licenfe  for  that  alfo  upon  [230] 
retourne,  that  the  mafter  is  forced  to  take  licenfe  for  more 
than  he  buyes  that  he  may  beare  out  his  paflengers  particular 
ftores.  I  have  ihewed  them  how  many  fhipps  and  their 
lading  we  have  lofl  for  their  fakes  by  the  kings  party,  told 
them  what  profitts  they  had  by  the  retournes  of  New  Eng- 
land, for  whether  they  went  for  Spaine,  Streights,  Barbadoes, 
&c.  they  all  pay  cuftome  and  excife  home  ;  that  we  only  had 
fufFered  with  and  for  them  and,  for  their  fakes,  were  hated  of 
all  the  Englifh  abroade.  This  hath  made  a  prefent  flopp, 
but  I  afTure  you  it  concernes  the  countrie  to  take  notice  of 
it  and  be  carefuU  that  our  merchants  and  fuch  as  trade 
thither  abufe  not  the  freedom  we  enjoy,  nor  know  I  better 
to  whom  to  imparte  it  than  to  you  the  CommifTioners  that 
are  the  reprefentatives  of  the  united  Colonies.  I  pray  God 
diredl  you  herein,  amongfi:  other  the  weighty  occafions  of 
the  countrie,  &c. 

Gentlemen,  your  humble  fervant, 
London,  Aprill  17.  51.  Edw.  Winflow. 

The 
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The  Anfwer  to  the  foregoing  Letter  followeth.'^* 
E  have  received  yours  of  the  17th  of  Aprill  part,  and 


w 


therein  take  notice  of  your  continued  refpefts  to  this 
countrie,  andunceflant  endeavours  for  promoting  the  welfare 
of  the  poore  natives  ;  we  have  alfo  feene  the  invoyce  of  the 
goods  fent,'73  which  as  we  underftand  are  taken  up  at  Bofton 
according  to  the  tennor  of  the  bills  of  lading,  and  fecured  by 
thofe  to  whofe  care  you  committed  them.  It  is  fome  difad- 
vantage  that  the  prices  of  the  feveralls  are  not  mentioned, 
which  for  future  you  may  pleafe  to  reftifie ;  we  fhall  endeavour, 
through  the  grace  of  Chrift,  that  what  comes  to  our  hands 
may  be  improved  to  the  beft  advantage  of  the  worke,  as  it 
comes  under  our  view;  and  [231]  that  fuch  account  be  kept 
of  the  difpofall  thereof  and  retourned  to  you,  as  may  (if  not 
fully  anfwer  the  expedtation  of  all  who  are  concerned)  yet 
evidence  our  faithfullnes  in  the  truft  committed  to  us.  In 
order  whereunto  we  have  deputed  Mr.  Edward  Rawfon  of 
Bofton  as  our  fteward  or  agent,  to  receive  what  is  fent,  dif- 
pofe  and  keep  accompts  of  the  fame,  according  to  fuch  order 
as  he  receiveth  from  us,  and  notice  ftiall  be  taken,  according 
to  your  defire,  what  difference  there  is  in  the  proofe  of  the 
tooles  now  fent;  we  fliall  enquire  after  the  catalogue  of  Mr. 
Jenners  library,  and  endeavour  that  neither  your  nor  our 
ends  may  be  fruftrated.  It  is  apprehended  by  fome  that, 
according  to  the  intent  of  the  adt  ot  Parliament,  an  eye  may 
be  had  in  the  diitributions  to  the  enlardging  the  colledge  at 
Cambridge,  whereof  is  great  neede,  and  furtherance  of 
learning  not  fo  immediately  refpefting  the  Indian  defigne  ; 
though  we  fully  concurre  not,  yett  we  defire  to  know  what 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  honnored  Corporation  are  herein  : 
If  the  one  might  receive  fome  encouragement  without  preju- 
dice of  the  other,  we  hope  the  kingdome  of  our  Lord  Jefus, 

the 

1'"-  This  is  printed  in  the  Plymouth  Records,  ix,  198.     W. 

i'3  For  the  ufe  of  the  Corporation  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  among  the  In- 
dians, Mr.  Winflow  being  one  of  the  members  in  England.     H. 
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the  gennerally  profefled  end  of  all  interefted  in  the  worke, 
may  be  advanced  thereby.  It  hath  been  and  is  the  great 
care  of  the  governments  in  the  feverall  colonies,  that  the  im- 
munities graunted  by  the  honorable  Parliament'74  may  not 
be  abufed  by  any  of  ours,  and  therein  have  had  a  fpeciall  ref- 
ped:  to  the  trade  of  powder ;  which  we  cannot  but  fear  hath 
been  too  exorbitantly  managed  by  fome,  though  the  welfare 
of  the  colonies,  in  many  refpedts,  are  deeply  concerned  and 
hazarded  ;  we  fhall  adde  what  ftrength  we  may  to  the  fences 
already  made,  that  if  no  other  confiderations  will  prevaile, 
felfe-concefnment  may  deterre.  Though  we  have  not  un- 
derftood  that  any  from  us  hath  been  tranfported  to  Barbadoes 
or  Virginia  ;  the  great  inconvenience  we  lye  under  is  from 
that  mifchievous  trade  of  guns,  powder,  fhott,  &c.  carryed  on 
by  French,  Dutch,  and  Swedes,  with  the  Indians,  and 
temptations  arifing  to  fome  of  ours  thereby,  which  hath  oc- 
cafioned  many  to  urge  a  fetting  open  that  trade  amongft  our- 
felves,  [232]  conceiving  that  (as  the  cafe  (lands)  the  befl  way 
to  putt  a  check  to  that  current  it  now  runs  fo  ftrongly  in  ;  but 
we  have  been  flowe  herein,  nor  dare  we  yett  fett  open  fuch  a 
doore,  yett  could  be  willing  to  underftand  from  you  what 
interpretation  you  conceive  would  be  made  by  the  ftate  there, 
if  reflreints,  upon  the  aforementioned  confiderations,  fhould 
for  a  time  be  taken  off.  We  underftand  Mr.  Eaton'75  hath 
written  to  you  at  large  about  their  juft  title  to  confiderable 
parts  of  land  on  both  fides  of  Delaware  bay  and  river,  how 
they  were  formerly  difturbed  in  their  trade  and  planting,  by 
force  and  other  unlawful!  praftices  both  of  Dutch  and 
Swedes,  yourfelfe  may  remember  ;  and  he  hath  acquainted 
you  with  a  late  unneighbourly  and  injurious  carriage  of  the 
Dutch  Governor,  when  at  lead  50  of  New-Haven  jurifdidtion 
were  on  their  way  to  plant  there,  but  were  ftaied,  imprifoned 
and  forced  to  retourne  with  great  lofle  to  thofe  intecrefted  in 
that  defigne,  and  hath  defired  your  heipe  in  procuring  a  pa- 
tent. 

17't  Maffa.  Hift.  Vol.  I.  114.     H. 

I'^s  Governor  of  New-Haven  Colony.     H. 
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tent.  Thefe  things,  by  a  petition  from  thefe  concerned  in 
the  late  lofTe  and  difapointment,  have  been  recommended  to 
our  confideration.  We  are  juftly  fenfible  of  the  difhonour 
putt  upon  the  Englifli  nation  by  this  unjuft  affront,  of  our 
duty  to  preferve  the  Englifh  title  to  fo  confiderable  a  place 
as  Delaware,  and  that  a  juft  repaire  and  fatisfaftion  be  made 
to  thofe  fo  wronged  both  in  their  perfons  and  eftates  and, 
from  you,  defire  information  what  efteem  the  old  pattents 
for  that  place  have  with  the  Parliament  or  Counfell  of  State, 
where  there  hath  been  no  improvement  hitherto  made  by  the 
pattentees  ;  whether  the  Parliament  hath  graunted  any  late 
pattents,  or  whether  in  graunting  they  referve  not  libertie 
and  encouragement  for  fuch  as  have  or  fhall  plant  upon 
their  formerly  duely  purchafed  lands  ;  as  alfo  how  any  en- 
gagement by  the  colonies  againft  the  Dutch  upon  the  fore- 
mentioned  occafion  will  be  refented  by  the  Parliament,  of 
which  we  defire  information  by  the  firft,  &c. 
Your  loving  friends. 
Newhaven,  11.  September,  165 1. 


Copy    of  a    Letter  from    Mr.    John    Cotton    to   Lord 
General  Cromwell. 

Right  Honourable, 

FOR  fo  I  muft  acknowledge  you,  not  only  for  the  emin- 
ency  of  place  and  command  which  the  God  of  power 
and  honour  hath  called  you  unto  ;  but  alfo  for  that  the  Lord 
hath  fat  you  forth  as  a  vefTell  of  honour  to  his  name,  in 
working  many  and  great  deliverances  for  his  people,  and  for 
his  truth,  by  you  ;  and  yet  helping  you  to  referve  all  the 
honour  to  him,  who  is  the  God  of  falvation,  and  the  Lord  of 
hoafts,  mighty  in  battell.  I  am  not  ignorant  that  you  fufFer 
no  fmall   difhonour  in  the  tongues   of  many,   not  only  as  a 

feftary. 
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fed:ary,  but  as  out  of  your  calling,  being  fat  on  worke  (as  is 
pretended)  by  an  ufurped  power,  and  yourfelfe  (with  the 
army)  exercifing  a  power  deftrudive  in  fome  cafes  to  the 
priviledges  of  parliament,  and  the  liberty  and  fafety  of  the 
kingdome.  But  3  or  4  principles  there  b^,  upon  which  it 
feemeth  to  me  your  proceedings  have  been  grounded  and 
carryed  on,  and  whein  my  judgment  (reafonable  it  is)  hath 
been  fully  fatisfyed  :  i.  That  the  conceffions  of  the  late  king 
never  came  up  to  fuch  a  pofture  as  whereon  to  lay  a  firme 
foundation  of  a  fafe  peace,  either  to  church  or  commonwealth. 
2.  That  when  the  Parliament  was  full,  and  aflifted  with  the 
commifTioners  of  Scotland  (m  the  trea':y  at  Uxbridge  or 
Newport,  or  elfewhere)  they  agreed  together  that  the  king 
could  not  be  reftored  to  his  former  ftate  upon  fuch  termes. 
And  therefore  (unles  his  conceffions  afterwards  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight  were  more  fafe  and  fatisfactory)"76  if  the  Parliament 
of  England  voted  the  contrary  afterwards,  in  a  mighty  con- 
fultation,  it  was  not  an  adt  of  Parliament,  but  a  praevarica- 
tion  of  a  former  juft  and  lawfull  a6t.  And  therefore,  when 
the  army  difcerned,  not  only  their  owne  fafetyes,  but  the 
fafety  of  religion  and  ftate,  and  their  caufe  and  vidloryes 
given  in  defence  thereof,  all  of  them  given  away  in  that  prae- 
varication,  I  know  not  how  they  could  have  [234]  approved 
their  faithfullneffe  better  to  the  ftate  and  caufe,  then  by 
purging  the  Parliament  of  fuch  corrupt  humours,  and  pre- 
fenting  the  king  to  publique  tryall.  3.  That  the  army, 
though  they  be  inferiour  and  fubordinate  to  the  ftate 
that  giv^eth  them  commiffion  and  pay  ;  yet  neither  their  con- 
fciences  nor  fervices  are  mercenary,  though  they  doe  receive 
wages  for  their  fupport  in  the  fervice  ;  though  foldiers  may 
take  oathes  of  fidelity  to  the  ftate,  in  undertaking  an  expedi- 
tion, yet  they,  regarding  the  caufe  as  well  as  the  perfons  that 
fet  them  on  worke,  doe  performe  their  fidelity,  if  they  attend 
to  the  caufe  for  which  they  fight,  rather  than  to   the  private 

ends 
i"5  This  is  exprefled  very  cautioufly.      H. 


264  ColkEiion  of  Papers.  [235 

ends  or  lufts  of  fuch  as  fend  them  forth.  Joab  (the  generall 
of  Davids  hoaft)  though  he  went  beyond  his  commiffion  in 
putting  Abfalom  to  death,  yet  not  beyond  his  fidelity.  4. 
That  when  covenants  are  plighted,  which  confift  of  many 
articles  (fome  principall  and  fundamentall,  others  fubordin- 
ate  and  acceflary)  if  it  fo  fall  out  that  all  the  articles  cannot 
be  performed  without  breach  of  fome  or  other,  there  may  be 
juft  caufe  of  repenting  the  undertaking  of  fuch  covenants ; 
but  yet,  if  fome  articles  cannot  be  performed  without  breach 
of  others,  the  covenanters  muft  chiefely  attend  to  the  per- 
formance of  the  principall  articles,  though  (with  griefe)  they 
be  put  to  it  to  violate  the  fubbrdinate.  Thefe  things  are  fo 
cleare  to  mine  owne  apprehenfion,  that  I  am  fully  fatisfyed, 
that  you  have  all  this  while  fought  the  Lords  battells,  and 
the  Lord  hath  owned  you,  and  honoured  himfelfe  in  you,  in 
all  your  expeditions,  which  maketh  my  poor  prayers  the 
more  ferious  and  faithfull  and  affedtionate  (as  God  helpeth) 
in  your  behalfe.  In  like  frame  (as  I  conceive)  are  the  fpirits 
of  our  brethren  (the  elders  and  churches  of  thefe  parts) 
carried  forth,  and  the  Lord  accept  us,  and  help  you  in  Chrift. 

If  you  afke  upon  what  flrudture  I  have  made  thus  bold  to 
addrefle  myfelfe  in  thefe  rude  lynes  to  your  Lordfhip,  I  muft 
acknowledge  it  is  abhorrent  from  my  native  bafhfullnefle  to 
run  into  the  prefence  of  great  men  :  But  I  received  the  other 
day  a  letter  from  my  reverend  brother  Mr.  Hooker  of  New- 
haven,  who  certifyeth  me  that  your  Lordfhip  made  fpeciall 
mention  of  me  in  your  late  letters  [235]  to  him,  with  tender 
of  loving  and  more  refpeflfuU  falutations  than  I  could  ex- 
peft;  withall  he  moved  me  to  write  to  your  Lordfhip,  as 
believing  you  would  accept  the  fame  in  good  part.  This  is 
my  excufe,  fuch  as  it  is. 

The  Scots,  whom  God  delivered  into  your  hand  at  Dun- 
barre^  and  whereof  fundry  were  fent  hither,  we  have  been 
defirous  (as  we  could)  to  make  their  yoke  eafy.  Such  as 
were  fick  of  the   fcurvy   or  other  difeafes   have  not  wanted 

phyfick 
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phyfick  and  chyrurgery.  They  have  not  been  fold  for  flaves 
to  perpetuall  fervitude,  but  for  6  or  7  or  8  yeares,  as  we  do 
cur  owne  ;  and  he  that  bought  the  moft  of  them  (I  heare) 
buildeth  houfes  for  them,  for  every  4  an  houfe,  layeth  fome 
acres  of  ground  thereto,  which  he  giveth  them  as  their  owne, 
requiring  3  dayes  in  the  weeke  to  worke  for  him  (by  turnes) 
and  4  dayes  for  themfelves,  and  promifeth,  aflbone  as  they 
can  repay  him  the  money  he  layed  out  for  them,  he  will  fet 
them  at  liberty. 

As  for  the  afperfion  of  fadious  men,  I  hear,  by  Mr. 
Defboroughs  letter  laft  night,  that  you  have  well  vindicated 
yourfelfe  therefrom  by  cafhiering  fundry  corrupt  fpirits  out 
of  the  army.  And  truly.  Sir,  better  a  few  and  faithfull, 
than  many  and  unfound.  The  army  on  Chrifts  fide  (which 
he  maketh  viftorious)  are  called  chofen  and  faithfull,  Rev. 
17.  14.  a  verfe  worthy  your  Lordfhips  frequent  and  deepe 
meditation.  Go  on  therefore  (good  Sir)  to  overcome 
yourfelfe  (Prov.  i6.  32.)  to  overcome  your  army,  (Deut.  29. 
9,  with  V.  14.)  and  to  vindicate  your  orthodoxe  integrity  to 
the  world. 

Pardon,  I  befeech  you,  my  boldnefle  and  rudenefle,  which 
not  arrogancy  but  due  refped  and  obfervancy  to  your  Lord- 
fhip  hath  put  upon  me. 

The  Lordjefus  who  is  your  righteoufnefle  goe  before  you, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  be  ftilT  your  rearward,  Ifai.  58.  8. 
Thus  humbly  taking  leave,  I  remain, 

defirous  of  the  accomplifhment  of  the  Lords  worke 

Bofton  in  N.  E.  in  your  hands, 

28.of  5th,  1651.  John  Cotton. 


Ja  Copy 
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[236]    Copy   of  a    Letter    from    Lord    General    Oliver 
Cromwell  to   Mr.  John  Cotton. 

Worthy  Sir  and  my  chriftian  friend, 

IReceaved  yours  a  few  dayes  fithence,  it  was  welcome  to 
me,  becaufe  figned  by  you  whome  I  love  and  honour  in 
the  Lord,  but  more  to  fee  fome  of  the  fame  grounds  of  our 
actings  ftirring  in  you,  that  does  in  us  to  quiet  us  to  our 
work  and  fupport  us  therein,  which  hath  greateft  difficulty  in 
our  engagement  in  Scotland,  by  reafon  we  have  had  to  do 
with  fome,  who  were  (I  verily  think)  godly,  but  through 
weaknefs  and  the  fubtilty  of  Sathan,  involved  in  interefts 
againft  the  Lord  and  his  people :  With  what  tendernefs  wee 
have  proceeded  with  fuch,  and  that  in  fyncerity,  our  papers 
which  (I  fuppofe  you  have  feen)  will  in  part  manifeft,  and  I 
give  you  fome  comfortable  affurance  off.  The  Lord  hath 
marveloufly  appeared  even  againft  them  ;  and  now  again  when 
all  the  power  was  devolved  into  the  Scottifti  Kinge  and  the 
malignant  partie,  they  invading  England,  the  Lord  has 
rayned  upon  them  fuch  fnares  as  the  eiiclofed  will  fhew,  only 
the  narrative  is  fhort  in  this,  that  of  their  whole  armie,  when 
the  narrative  was  framed,  not  five  of  their  whole  armie  were 
returned.  Surely  Sir,  the  Lord  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  as  to 
be  praifed,  wee  need  the  prayers  in  this  as  much  as  ever. 
How  Ihall  wee  behave  ourfelves  after  fuch  mercy  ?  What  is 
the  Lord  a  doinge?  What  prophefies  are  now  fulfilling? 
Who  is  a  God  like  ours  ?  to  know  his  will,  to  do  his  will  are 
both  of  him.  I  took  this  liberty  from  bufinefs  to  faluteyou 
thus  in  a  word,  truly  I  am  readie  to  ferve  you  and  the  reft  of 
our  brethren  and  the  churches  with  you.  I  am  a  poore  weak 
creature  and  not  worthy  the  name  of  a  worme,  yet  accepted 
to  ferve  the  Lord  and  his  people,  indeed  my  deare  friend 
between  you  and  me  you  know  not  me,  my  weakneffes,  my 
inordinate  paffions,  my  unfkilfulnefs,  and  every  way  unfit- 
neffe  to  my  worke,  yet,  yet,  the  Lord  who  will  have  mercye 

on 
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on  whome  he  will,  does  [237]  as  you  fee.      Pray  for  me,  fa- 
lute  all  chriftian  friendes  though  unknown,  I  reft 

Your  affedlionate  friend 
to  ferve  you, 
0<5l.  2d.  1 65 1.  O.  Cromwell. 

This  letter  was  copied  from  the   original  all   wrote   with  the   Proteftor's   own 
hand.i" 


Copy  of  a   Letter    from    Mr.   William   Arnold    to    the 
Governor   of  Maffachufetts, 

From  Pautuxit  this  firfte  day  of  the  7th  mo.  1651. 

Much  honoured, 

I  Thought  it  my  dutie  to  give  intelligence  unto  the  much 
honoured  court  of  that  which  I  underftand  is  now  work- 
ing here  in  thefe  partes.  So  that  if  it  be  the  will  of  God, 
an  evill  may  be  prevented  before  it  come  to  too  greate  a 
head,  viz. 

Whereas  Mr.  Coddington  have  gotten  a  charter  of  Roade 
Hand  and  Conimacucke  Hand  to  himfelfe,  he  have  thereby 
broken  the  force  of  their  charter  that  went  under  the  name 
of  Providence,  becaufe  he  have  gotten  away  the  greater  parte 
of  that  colonic. 

Now  thefe  company  of  the  Gortonifts  that  live  at  Sho- 
womut,  and  that  company  of  Providence  are  gathering 
of  2oo£.  to  fend  Mr.  Roger  Williams  unto  the  Parlyament 
to  get  them  a  charter  of  thefe  partes,  they  of  Showomut 
have  given  ioo£.  already,  and  there  be  fome  men  of  Provi- 
dence 

177  The  original  Letter  was  in  the  poffeffion  of  Mr.  Middlecot  Cooke  and 
delivered  by  him  to  Mr.  Bollan  agent  for  the  Maflachufets  in  England.  Its 
probable  that  Mr.  Harris  had  a  fight  of  it  as  the  Letter  is  printed  in  Cromwell's 
life.     The  Letter  from  Mr.  Cotton  to  Cromwell  I  never  faw  in  print.     H. 
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dence  that  have  given  \o£.  and  2o£.  a  man  to  helpe  it  for- 
ward with  fpeede,  they  fay  heere  is  a  faire  inlett,  and  I  heare 
they  have  faid,  that  if  the  Parlyament  doe  take  difpleafure 
againft  Maflachufitt,  or  the  reft  of  the  colonies,  as  they  have 
done  againft  Barbadas  and  other  places,  then  this  will  ferve 
for  an  inroade  to  lett  in  forces  to  over-runne  the  whole 
country. 

[238]  It  is  greate  petie  and  very  unfitt  that  fuch  a  com- 
pany as  thefe  are,  they  all  ftand  profefted  enemies  againft  all 
the  united  colonies,  that  they  fhould  get  a  charter  for  foe 
fmale  a  quantity  of  land  as  lyeth  in  and  about  Providence, 
Showomut,  Pautuxit  and  Coicett,  all  which  now  Roade  Hand 
is  taken  out  from  it,  it  is  but  a  ftrape  of  land  lying  in  be- 
tweene  the  colonies  of  Maflachufits,  Plymouth  and  Conita- 
quot,  by  which  meanes,  if  they  ftiould  get  them  a  charter, 
off  it  there  may  come  fome  mifchiefe  and  trouble  upon  the 
whole  country  if  their  projeft  be  not  prevented  in  time,  for 
under  the  pretence  of  liberty  of  confcience  about  thefe  partes 
there  comes  to  lieve  all  the  fcume  the  runne  awayes  of  the 
country,  which  in  tyme  for  want  of  better  order  may  bring  a 
heavy  burthen  upon  the  land,  &c.  This  I  humbly  com- 
mend unto  the  ferious  confideration  of  the  much  honored 
court,  and  reft  your  humble  fervant  to  command. 

William   Arnold. 

They  are  making  haft  to  fend  Mr.  Williams  away. 

We  that  lieve  heere  neere  them  and  doe  know  the  place 
and  hear  their  wordes  and  doe  take  rotice  of  their  pro- 
ceeding doe  know  more  and  can  fpeake  more  of  what 
evill  may  come  to  the  country  by  their  meanes,  then 
the  court  do  yet  confider  off:  We  humblie  defire  God 
their  purpofe  may  be  frufterated  for  the  country's 
peace. 

I  humblie  defire  my  name  may  be  conceled  left  they 
hearing    of  what    I    have  herein   written   they   will   be 

enraged 
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enraged  againft  me  and  fo  will  revenge  themfelves 
upon  me. 

Some  of  them  of  Showomut  that  cryeth  out  much  againft 
them  which  putteth  people  to  death  for  witches  ;  for 
fay  they  there  be  no  other  witches  upon  earth  nor 
devils,  but  your  own  paftors  and  minifters  and  fuch  as 
they  are,  &c. 

I  underftand  that  there  liveth  a  man  amongft  them  that 
broke  prifon  either  at  Conitaquit,  or  New-Haven,  he 
was  apprehended  for  adultery,  the  woman  I  heare  [239] 
was  put  to  death,  but  the  man  is  kept  heere  in  fafetie  in 
the  mideft  of  the  united  colonies  ;  it  is  time  there 
were  fome  better  order  taken  for  thefe  partes,  &c. 

I  have  hired  this  meflenger  on  purpofe.  I  humblie  defire 
to  heare  if  this  letter  come  fafe  to  your  hands. 


'7^Copy  of  a    Letter    from    the    Commiffioners    of   the 
United  Colonies  to   the  Governor  of  Canada. '79 

Moft  illuftrious  Sir  and  much  honoured  Gentlemen, 

WE  have  receaved  your  feverall  letters  perufed  your 
Commiffions,  prefented  by  your  honoured  agents, 
and  ferioufly  confidered  what  hath  been  by  them  either  in 
writing  or  conference  propounded,  concerning  thofe  injuri- 
ous and  hoftile  attemps  made  by  the  Mohawks  upon  fome  of 
your  neighbouring  eaftern  Indians,  of  whom  (as  we  are  in- 
formed) fome  are  converted  to  the  Chriftian  faith,  and  others 
are  willing  to  be  taught  and  may  in  tyme  prove  difciples  to 
our  faving  Lord  and  mafter,  and  as  fuch  we  pitty  them,  but 
fee  not  how  we  can  proted  or  afford  the  helpe  defired,  without 

expofing 

1"^  This  Letter  appears  to  be  an  anfwer  to  Propofals  made  by  the  French 
Governor,  firft  to  the  Maflachuiets  afterwards  to  the  united  Colonies  for  a  free 
trade,  provided  the  Englidi  would  join  with  the  French  againft  the  Mohawks.      H. 

1'9  This  is  printed  in  the  Plymouth  Records,  ix.  201.     W. 


270  Colletiion  of  Papers.  [240 

expofirig  the  fmall  Englifh  plantations  and  our  owne  neigh- 
bouring Indians  (of  which  fome  alfo  profeffe  chriftianity)  to 
danger;  we  give  due  creditt  to  your  deputies,  and  can  con- 
ceave  you  may  have  juft  ground  for  a  warre,  but  we  have  yett 
no  juft  caufe  of  quarrell  with  the  Mohawk.es,  nor  is  it  fafe 
for  us  to  engage  in  a  controverfy  which  we  neither  doe  nor 
have  meanes  fatisfyingly  to  underftand,  the  Mohawkes 
neither  being  in  fubjeftion  to  nor  in  any  confederation  with 
us ;  we  are  free  to  hold  a  neighborly  correfpondency  with 
you,  and  would  have  fettled  a  free  commerce  betwixt  the 
Englifh  and  French  colonies,  but  your  agent  thought  it  either 
unfeafonable  till  matters  were  compofed  betwixt  the  Mo- 
hawkes and  your  Indians,  or  elfe  propounded  fuch  reftridlions 
as  would  have  taken  away  all  conveniencie  and  [240]  free- 
dome  from  the  trade.  What  hath  hindred  our  prefent 
clofing,  the  enclofed  writing  will  fhew,  but  if  a  fitter  oppor- 
tunity be  offered  we  fhall  not  be  wanting  to  contribute  to  a 
more  fatisfying  iflue.  In  the  meane  time  we  reft. 
New-Haven,  Sept.  6.  51. 


An  Anfwer  to  the  Propofitions  prefented  by  the  honored 
French  Agent  to  the  Prefident  and  Commifrioners 
for  the  Englifh  United  Colonies.'^" 

I.  T  TPON  due  confideration  and  refpedt  of  what  the 
\_)  honnored  deputyes  from  the  illuftrious  Governor 
of  New-France  have  informed  and  upon  experience  ourfelves 
have  had  of  the  infolency  and  treachery  of  fome  of  the  bar- 
barians, we  can  conceive  and  grant,  that  the  French  and 
thofe  eafterne  Indians  may  havejuft  grounds  to  their  owne 
fatisfaftion,  for  a  warr  againft  the  Mohawks. 

2.   The  Englifh  looke  upon  all  fuch  Indians  as  receive  the 

yoke 
180  This  is  printed  in  the  Plymouth  Records,  ix.  202.     W. 


241]  ColleSiiojt  of  Papers.  271 

yoke  of  Chrift  with  another  eye  than  upon  thofe  that  worfhip 
the  Divell, 

3.  The  Engli(h  defire  by  all  juft  meanes  to  keep  peace  (if 
it  may  be)  with  all  men,  even  with  thefe  barbarians. 

4.  The  Mohawkes,  living  at  a  diftance  from  the  fei,  have 
little  intercourfe  in  thefe  parts,  but  in  the  warr  the  Englifh 
had  with  the  Indians  14  or  16  yeares  fince,  the  Mohawkes 
fhewed  a  reall  refped,  and  have  not  fince  done  any  knowne 
hoftile  ads  againft  them. 

5.  The  Englifh  engage  not  in  any  warr  before  they 
have  full  and  fatisfying  evidence,  that  in  all  refpeds  and 
confiderations  it  is  juft,  and  before  peace  upon  juft  termes 
hath  been  offered  and  refufed. 

6.  The  Mohawkes  are  neither  in  fubjedion  nor  league 
with  the  Englifti,  fo  that  we  can  neither  require  any  account 
of  their  warres,  or  other  proceedings,  nor  have  we  meanes  to 
informe  ourfelves  what    they  can   fay  for  themfelves. 

7.  If  all  other  confiderations  were  cleered,  to  make  warr 
with  the  Mohawkes  may  endanger  all  our  neighbour  [241] 
Indians  (of  which  divers  profefle  chriftianity)  and  the  reft 
doe  rather  exped  juft  protedion  than  that  we  fliould  expofe 
them,  by  our  voluntary  invading  the  Mohawkes. 

8.  Though  the  Englifli  in  thefe  jurifdidions  are  free  to 
performe  all  neighbourly  offices  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace, 
towards  the  French  collonie,  yet  they  forefee  they  can  neither 
permitt  volunteeres  or  auxilliary  forces  to  be  taken  up 
againft  the  Mohawkes,  nor  that  the  French  or  eaftern  In- 
dians pafle  through  the  Englifti  jurif  lidions,  to  invade  them, 
but  they  ftiall  expofe  both  thechriftian  and  other  Indians  and 
fome  of  the  fmaller  Englifti  plantations  to  dainger. 

9.  The  Englifti  are  much  unfattisfied  with  that  mifchievous 
trade  the  French  and  Dutch  have  had  and  ftill  continue, 
felling  gunns,  powder  and  ftiott  to  all  the  Indians,  of  which 
we  have  dayly  complaints,  and  by  which  the  Indians  are 
animated  and  apt  to  grow  infolent  not  only  againft  In- 
dian 


272  ColleBion  of  Papers.  [24.2 

dian  converts  and  catechumens,  but  againfl;  the  chriftians  of 
Europe. 

10.  If  the  Englifh  colonies  were  aflured  of  the  juftice  of 
this  warre,  and  engaged  with  the  French  to  profecute  againft 
the  Mohawk.es,  yet  we  have  no  fuch  fhort  and  convenient 
paffage  either  by  water  or  land  to  approach  them,  as  may  be 
had  up  Hudfons  river,  to  and  beyond  Aurania  forte,  which 
is  in  the  Dutch  jurifdiftion. 

11.  They  hope  the  auncient  peace  and  amitye  betwixt 
England  and  France  will  be  continued  and  confirmed,  which 
they  both  defire  and  as  far  as  lyes  in  them  fhall  by  all  due 
means  read'ly  promote. 

12.  They  conceave  that  the  honoured  deputies  have  power 
and  authoritie  at  prefent  to  agree  and  fettle  a  free  commerce 
betweene  the  Englifli  and  French  colonies  in  thefe  parts,  but 
if  the  faid  deputyes,  upon  reafons  knowne  to  themfelves,  fee 
caufe  to  limitt  the  Englifh  colonies  to  fuch  reftricflions,  or 
rather  prohib'tions  as  the  unpriviledged  French  are  under, 
that  they  may  not  trade  till  they  have  firft  procured  a  particu- 
lar licence  from  the  Governor  imd  Councell  of  New-France, 
at  leaft  till  they  have  ilTued  the  [242]  prefent  differences  and 
fettled  peace  with  the  Mohawkes,  a  fitter  feafon  for  thefe 
treaties  mufl  be  attended,  which  the  CommifTioners  fhall 
readily  improve  when  it  is  prefented. 

The  Englifh  Colonies,  as  in  the  2d  article,  are  ready  upon 
a  fitt  opportunity  to  fhew  all  due  refped  to  all  truly  con- 
verted aid  chriflian  Indians,  and  much  more  than  to  others, 
but  while  they  live  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  Englifh  jurif- 
diftions  they  neither  may  promife  nor  afford  them  any  pro- 
tedtion  to  fecure  them  from  dainger.'^' 


L-oncernmg 
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Concerning  the  life  of  the  famous  Mr.  Cotton, 
teacher  to  the  church  of  Chrift  at  Boflon  in  New- 
England.'^^ 

WHAT  I  have  to  adde  concerning  the  life  of  this 
blefled  man  of  God  now  tryumphing  in  glory,  to 
what  hath  been  already  fet  forth  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Daven- 
port, the  worthy  paftor  of  the  church  of  Chrift  at  New- 
Haven,  I  fhall  hold  forth  in  thefe  particulars,  i.  Concerning 
the  place  of  his  birth  and  education, till  he  went  to  the  univerfi- 
ty  and  his  abode  in  Cambridge,  idly.  Concerning  his  removall 
from  Cambridge  to  Bofton  in  Lyncolnfhire,  and  what  he  met 
with  and  did  there,  jdly.  Concerning  his  departure  from 
thence  into  New-England,  and  what  fervice  the  Lord  made 
him  an  inftrument  of  in  that  remote  country.  Fo.-  the  firft, 
The  place  of  his  birth  was  the  towne  of  Derby,  the  moft 
eminent  place  in  that  country  ;  his  father  trained  him  up  to 
fuch  learning  as  the  fchoole  afforded,  for  the  fitting  him  for 
Cambridge,  whither  he  went  when  he  was  very  young,  at  13 
years  of  age,  and  was  admitted  into  the  famous  fociety  of 
Trinity- College,  where  he  fell  foe  hard  to  his  ftudie,  and  foe 
profitted  in  the  knowledge  of  the  tongues  and  arts  that  he 
had  undoubtedly  beene  fellow  there,  but  that  at  that  time 
their  great  hall  was  then  [243]  in  building,  which  caufed  fuch 
expences  to  them  that  the  eledion  was  put  by  or  at  leaft  de- 
ferred till  fome  longer  time.  And  this  providence  I  cannot 
pafle  by  concerning  him,  that  his  father  (whofe  calling  was 
to  be  imployed  in  the  ftuddy  and  pradife  of  the  law)  had  not 
many  clients  that  made  uf;  of  his  advice  in  law  matters  before, 
it  pleafed  God  after  he  was  gone   to   Cambridge,  to  put  his 

father 

'^-  The  Life  of  John  Cotton  is  printed  in  Young's  Chronicles  of  the  Firft 
Planters  of  the  Colony  of  Maffachufctts  Bay,  p.  419 — 431.  It  may  be  worth  no- 
ticing that  a  portrait  of  John  Cotton  is  ftill  extant,  owned  by  Mrs.  J.  E.  Thayer  of 
Brookline,  Mafs.  This  has  been  engraved  for  Drake's  Hiftory  of  Bofton,  but  its 
authenticity  is  doubtful.  Refearchcs  in  England  have  determined  all  the  poinisof 
Cotton's  pedigree,  and  the  rcfult  will  foon  appear  in  print.     W. 
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father  upon  great  praftife,  foe  that  he  was  very  able  to  keepe 
him  there  and  allow  him  liberall  maintenance  ;  infoemuch 
that  the  blefled  man  faid,  God  kept  me  at  the  univerfity. 
From  Trinity  colledge  he  removed  to  Emanuel  colledge,  the 
happy  feminary  of  learning  and  piety,  where  he  was  honoured 
with  afellowfhip  in  that  fociety,  after  a  diligent  and  ftrid  ex- 
amen,  according  to  the  ftatutes  of  that  houfe  :  wherein  this  is 
worth  the  taking  notice  of,  that  when  the  pofer  came  to  examine 
him  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  the  place  where  he  was  to  be 
examined  was  that  in  Ifai.  3.  that  fpeakes  against  the  bravery 
of  woemen,  which  hath  more  hard  words  together  than  any 
place  in  the  Bible  within  foe  narrow  a  compafle,  and  might 
have  pofed  a  very  good  Hebrician,  but  he  was  very  ready  at 
it,  and  all  thofe  difficult  words  were  eafy  to  him.  Afterwards 
he  was  head-lefturer  and  dean  and  catechift  in  the  colledge, 
and  was  a  diligent  tutor  to  many  pupills  and  very  much  be- 
loved of  them  :  His  exercifes  that  he  performed  in  the  col- 
ledge, whether  in  way  of  common-place  or  difpute,  wanted 
not  finnewes  and  ftrength,  were  highly  commended  and 
applauded  of  thofe  who  knew  him.  The  firft  time  that  he 
became  famous  throughout  the  whole  univerfity,  was  from 
a  funerall  oration  which  he  made  in  latine  for  Dodtor  Some, 
who  was  Mafter  of  Peter-houfe,  which  was  foe  elegantly  and 
oratorioufly  performed  that  he  was  much  admired  for  it  by 
the  greateft  witts  in  the  univerfity.  After  that,  being  called 
to  preach  at  the  univerfity  church  called  St.  Maries,  he  was 
yet  more  famous  for  that  fermon,  and  very  much  applauded 
by  all  the  gallant  fchollars  for  it :  After  that,  being  called  to 
preach  there  againe,  God  helped  him  not  to  flaunt,  as  before, 
but  10  make  a  plain,  honeft  [244]  fermon,  which  was  blefled 
of  God  to  famous  Dr.  Prefl:on's  foules  eternal  good:  His 
Concio  ad  Clerum,  when  he  tooke  his  degree  for  Batchelor  of 
Divinity,  which  was  after  he  had  beene  at  Bofl:on  halfe  a 
yeare  or  more,  was  very  much  admired  and  applauded  more 
than  he  defired  ;   his  text  was   out  of  Math.  5.  13.     Fos  eftis 

Jal 
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Jal  terra  quod  fi  Jal  infatuatus  fuerit,  quojalietur  ?  In  hand- 
ling of  which,  both  the  matter  and  the  rhetorical  ftreighnes, 
elegancy  of  phrafe,  and  fweet  and  grave  pronunciation  ren- 
dered him  yet  more  famous  in  the  univerfity  ;  and  foe  did 
his  anfwering  of  the  divinity  aft  in  the  fchools,  though  he 
had  a  very  nimble  opponent,  Mr.  William  Chappel  by  name, 
who  difputed  with  him. 

2diy.  Concerning  his  removal  from  Cambridge  to  Bofton 
in  Lyncolnfhire,  this  is  to  be  faide,  that  his  call  was  good, 
for  their  defire  was  urgent,  their  need  prefled,  their  aflembly 
of  people  very  great,  himfelfe  very  able,  and  his  heart  inclin- 
ing to  come  to  them.  At  his  firft  coming  he  found  fome 
obftrucflion  from  the  Bifhop  of  the  Diocefle,  which  was  B. 
Barlow,  who  told  him  he  was  a  young  man  and  unfit  to  be 
over  fuch  a  fadious  people:  Mr.  Cotton  being  ingenuous 
and  undervaluing  himfelfe,  thought  foe  too,  and  was  purpof- 
ing  to  returne  to  the  colledge  againe  ;  but  fome  of  Mr. 
Cotton's  Bofton  friends  underftanding  that  one  Simon  Biby 
was  to  be  fpolcen  with,  which  was  near  the 
Simony &BribeV'  BiOiop,  th-fey  prefently  charmed  him,  and  fo 
the  bufinefte  went  on  fmoolh,  and  Mr.  Cot- 
ton was  a  learned  man  with  the  Bifhop,  and  he  was  admitted 
into  the  place,  after  their  manner  in  thofe  dayes.  Well,  to 
Bofton  the  good  man  came,  and  for  3  yeares  he  preached  and 
lived  foe  amongft  them,  that  they  accounted  themfelves 
happy  (as  they  well  might)  in  the  enjoyment  of  him,  both 
the  towne  and  country  thereabout  being  much  bettered  by 
him  :  But  it  pleafed  God,  after  3  or  4  yeares  being  there, 
that  he  could  not  digeft  the  ceremonies  that  were  foe  prefled, 
nor  conformity  to  them,  which  in  fome  fpace  of  time  after 
bred  him  trouble  in  the  court  of  Lyncolne,  from  [245]  which 
he  was  advifed  to  appeale  to  a  higher  court,  and  imploying  Mr. 
Leverit  (which  was  afterwards  one  of  the  ruling  elders  of  the 
church  at  Bofton  in  N.  E.)  to  deale  in  that  bufinefle,  and  he  be- 
ing a  plaine  man  as  Jacob  was,  yet  fubtile  to  get  fuch  a  fpiritual 

blefling 
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bleffing,  foe  far  infinuated  himfelfe  into  one  of  the  proftors 
of  the  high  court,  that  he  fware  in  animam  'Domini,  that  Mr. 
Cotton  was  a  conformable  man,  and  fo  he  was  reftored  to 
Bofton  ;  as  likewife  by  the  meanes  that  a  gentleman  of  Bos- 
ton, called  Mr.  Bennet,  ufed  to  bring  him  in  againe :  After 
which  he  was  marvelous  fuccefsful  in  his  miniftry,  till  he  had 
beene  20  yeares  there,  and  in  that  20  yeares  fpace,  he  on 
Lords-day,  on  afternoones,  went  over,  thrice,  the  whole  body 
of  divinity  in  a  catechiftical  way,  and  gave  the  heads  of  his 
difcourfe  to  thofe  that  were  young  fchollars  and  others  in  that 
towne,  to  anfwer  to  his  queftions  in  publique,  in  that  great 
congregation,  and  after  their  anfwers  he  opened  thofe  heads 
of  divinity  and  fweetly  applyed  all  to  the  edification  of  his 
people,  and  to  fuch  ftrangers  as  came  to  heare  him  :  In  the 
morning  on  the  Lords  day,  he  preached  over  the  firft  fix 
chapters  of  the  gofpel  by  John,  the  whole  booke  of  Ecclefi- 
aftes,  the  prophefye  of  Zephaniah,  and  many  other  fcriptures, 
and  when  the  Lords  fupper  was  adminifl:red  (which  was 
ufually  every  month)  he  preached  upon  1  Cor.  11.  and  the 
whole  30th  chapter  of  the  2'Chron.  and  fome  other  fcriptures 
about  the  Lords  fupper :  On  his  lediure  dayes  he  preached 
through  the  whole  ifl:  and  2d  epiftles  of  John,  the  whole 
booke  of  Solomons  fong,  the  parables  of  our  Saviour  fet 
forth  in  Matthewes  gofpel  to  the  end  of  cap.  16.  comparing 
them  with  Mark  and  Luke.  He  tooke  much  paines  in 
private,  and  read  to  fundry  young  fchollars  that  were  in  his 
houfe,  and  fome  that  came  out  of  Germany,  and  had  his 
houfe  full  of  auditors.  Afterwards,  feeing  fome  inconveni- 
ences in  the  peoples  flocking  to  his  houfe,  befides  his  ordin- 
ary le(5lure  on  the  5th  day  of  the  weeke,  he  preached  thrice 
more  on  the  weeke  dayes,  on  the  4th  and  6th  dayes,  early  in 
the  morning,  and  on  the  laft  day  at  3  of  the  clock  in  the 
after[246]noone ;  only  thefe  3  laft  leftures  were  performed 
by  him  but  fome  few  yeares  before  he  had  another  famous 
colleague  with   him,    and    not    many   yeares    before    he   left 

Bofton: 
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Bofton  :  He  alwayes  preached  at  the  eleftion  of  their  mayors 
and  at  that  time  when  they  tooke  their  oath  and  were  inftalled 
in  their  office;  and  alwayes  (if  he  were  at  home)  at  the  fun- 
erals ofthofe  of  the  abler  fort  that  died  :  He  was  frequent  in 
duties  of  humiliation  and  thankfgiving,  in  which  I  have 
knowne  him  in  prayer  and  opening  the  word  and  applying  it, 
5  or  6  houres,  foe  indefatigable  he  was  in  the  Lords  worke, 
and  foe  ready  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  for  his  peoples  foules  : 
He  was  of  admirable  candor,  of  unparalleled  meeknefle,  of 
rare  wifdome,  very  loving  even  to  thofe  that  differed  in  judg- 
ment from  him,  yet  one  that  held  his  owne  ftoutly  arEfe  ten- 
ens  accurateque  defendens,  what  himfelfe  judged  to  be  the  truth. 
He  anfwered  many  letters  that  were  fent  far  and  neare, 
wherein  were  handled  many  difficult  cafes  of  confcience,  and 
many  doubts  by  him  cleared,  to  the  greateft  fatisfaftion.  He 
was  exceedingly  beloved  of  the  beft,  and  admired  and  rever- 
enced of  the  worft  of  his  hearers.  Nothing  was  wanting  to 
make  him  a  compleat  minifter,  nothing  lacking  to  make  him 
a  perfedt  chriftian,  but  the  perfedlion  of  grace  which  he  hath 
now  attained  to,  and  the  glory  he  hath  now  arrived  at.  He 
was  a  man  who  was  in  great  favour  with  Dr.  Williams  the 
Bifhop  of  Lincolne,  who  admired  him  for  his  learning,  and 
(as  I  have  beene  told)  when  he  was  lord  keeper  of  the  greate 
feale,  he  went  to  King  James,  and  fpeaking  of  Mr.  Cottons 
great  learning  and  worth  before  him,  the  King  was  willing, 
notwithftanding  his  nonconformity,  to  give  way  that  he 
fhould  have  his  liberty,  to  goe  on  without  interruption  in 
his  miniftry,  which  was  very  marvelous,  confidering  how  the 
King's  fpirit  was  carryed  out  againft  fuch  men  ;  the  myftery 
of  which  Mr.  Samuel  Ward  of  Ipfwich  being  ignorant  of, 
fpake  merrily  among  fome  of  his  friends  :  Of  all  men  in  the 
world  I  envy  Mr.  Cotton  of  Bofton  moft,  for  he  doth 
nothing  in  way  of  conformity,  and  yet  hath  his  liberty, 
and  I  doe  every  [247]  thing  that  way  and  cannot  enjoy 
mine.      He  had  many    enemies  at    Bofton.   as  well  as  many 

friends. 
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friends,  and  fome  that  rofe  up  againft  him  and  plotted  fe- 
cretly  to  undermine  him,  and  others  that  pradiifed  more 
openly  againft  him  ;  but  they  all  of  them  were  blafted,  either 
in  their  names,  or  in  their  eftates,  or  in  their  familyes,  or  in 
their  devices,  or  elfe  came  to  untimely  deathes,  which  fhewes 
how  God  both  owned  his  fervant  in  his  holy  labours,  and 
that  in  the  things  wherein  they  dealt  proudly  againft  him, 
he  would  be  above  them. 

One  thing  more,  and  I  have  done  with  him  as  he  was  one 
of  Englands  gloryes,  and  then  come  to  him  as  over  the  At- 
lantique  ocean,  and  in  New-England,  and  it  is  this;  concern- 
ing his  hofpitality,  wherein  he  did  exceed  moft  that  ever  I 
heard  of,  and  efpecially  his  heart  and  doores  were  open  to 
receive  (as  all  that  feared  God,  foe)  efpecially  godly  minifters, 
which  he  moft  curteoufly  entertained,  and  many  other  ftran- 
gers  befides  ;  only  one  minifter,  Mr.  Hacket  by  name,  which 
had  got  into  the  fellowftiip  of  famous  Mr.  Arthur  Heilder- 
fham,  with  many  other  godly  minifters,  and  being  acquainted 
with  their  fecrets,  betrayed  them  into  the  prelates  hands  ; 
this  man  coming  into  Bofton  and  meeting  with  Mr.  Cotton, 
the  good  man  had  not  the  heart  to  fpeake  to  him,  nor  invite 
him  to  his  houfe,  which  he  faid  he  never  did  to  any  ftranger 
that  he  knew  before,  much  lefle  to  any  minifter. 

Concerning  the  laft  thing,  viz.  his  departure  from  Bofton 
to  New-England.  The  times  growing  perillous,  he  was  en- 
vied of  fome  at  home  and  others  abroad  ;  and  letters  miffive 
were  come  to  convent  him  before  the  high-commiftion-court, 
and  a  profligate  fellow  and  a  filthy  fornicator,  Gowen  John- 
fon  by  name  (who  not  long  after  dyed  of  the  plague)  was  to 
bring  the  letters  to  him,  as  he  did  to  fome  others  near  him, 
which  when  Mr.  Cotton  underftood,  he  looked  for  nothing 
from  the  court  but  fcornes  and  prifon,  and  therefore  with  ad- 
vice from  many  able  heades  and  gracious  hearts,  he  kept  clofe 
for  a  time,  and  fitted  himfelfe  to  goe  to  N.E.  and  God  bring- 
ing him  and  his  [248]  company  over   in  fafety,  through  his 
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mercy,  after  they  had  beene  there  a  while,  there  grew  fome 
trouble  betweene  thofe  that  were  to  fettle  matters  in  church 
and  commonwe-.Uth,  but  Mr.  Cotton  then  preaching  before 
the  general  court  an  excellent  fermon  out  of  Hag.  2.  Be 
ilrong  Zerubbabel,  and  be  ftrong  Jofhua,  and  be  flrong  ye 
people  of  the  land,  &c.  it  pleafed  God  foe  to  compofe  and 
calme  and  quiet  fpirits,  that  all  apprehenfions  were  laid  afide, 
and  they  went  about  the  worke  of  the  Lord  very  comfortably 
and  were  much  encouraged.  After  which  time  how  ufefull 
he  was  to  England,  to  New-England,  to  magiftrates,  minif- 
ters,  people,  in  publique,  inprivate,  by  preachings,  counfells, 
diflblving  hard  knots,  and  anfwering  difficult  queftions,  all 
knew,  that  knew  the  grace  of  God  foe  evidently  manifefted 
in  him.  What  fcriptures  he  went  over  on  Lords  dayes  in 
expounding  and  preaching,  I  cannot  certainly  fay,  becaufe  I 
was  of  another  church,  ferving  there  according  to  the  grace 
beftowed  upon  me  ;  but  furely  he  went  through  v'ery  many, 
for  on  his  lefture  dayes  he  preached  over  the  whole  booke  of 
the  Revelation,  Ecclefiaftes  and  Canticles,  the  2d  and  3d 
Epiftles  of  John,  the  i  Epiftles  of  Timothy,  with  divers 
others,  all  which  (hews  the  unwearied  paines  which  he  tooke 
in  the  Lords  worke,  befides  all  the  bookes  that  were  written 
by  him,  and  other  unknowne  labours  that  he  went  through. 
I  could  fpeake  much  more,  but  at  this  prefent  want  flrength, 
but  this  I  fay,  he  may  be  a  patterne  to  us  all,  and  happy  they 
that  come  neareft  him,  in  thofe  things  wherein  he  moft  fol- 
lowed Chrift.  I  am  not  like  to  live  to  fee  fuch  another  in 
N.  E.  though  I  know  God  is  able,  to  double  the  fpirit  of 
that  Elias  upon  him  that  fucceeds  him,  and  upon  many 
others  in  our  native  country  and  here.  It  is  well  for  both 
the  Boftons,  that  they  had  fuch  a  light,  if  they  walke  in  the 
light,  and  continue  in  that  word  of  Chrift  and  light  of  grace 
and  truth  that  he  held  out  to  them.  I  end  all  with  that  of 
our  Saviour  concerning  John-Baptift,  he  was  a  burning  and 
fhining  light,  and  God  graunt  the  after  words  be  not  verified 

of 
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of  both  England.s  [249]  and  both  Boftons.  I  fpeake  my 
feares,  but  would  be  glad  to  entertaine  better  hopes.  My 
prayers  fhall  be  that  it  may  never  be  faid  as  of  old, 
Fuimus  Troes  fuit  Ilyum,  Jed  jam  Jeges  eft  ubi  T'roja  fuit. 
Fuimus  fideles,  fuimus  (piko^mq  fuit  AngUa,  fuit  Nov-Anglia, 
fuit  Boftonia  Europiea,  Americana ;  Deus  Pater  mijerationum 
avertat  omen  fer  vijcera  Jefu  Chrifti.     Amen. 

Samuel  Whiting,  Paftor  Linnenfis 
N ov-Anglicanus . 


Copy  of  a    Letter    from   Mr.   Cotton  to  the  Bifhop   of 
Lincoln. '^3 

To  the  right  reverend  and  my  very  honourable  good  Lord, 
John  Lord  Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  at  his  pallace  in  Kirk- 
den,  prefent  thefe. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

IT  is  now  above  twenty  yeares  agoe,  fince  by  the  goodnes 
of  God  and  (for  a  good  part  of  this  time)  by  your  Lord- 
fhips  lawfull  favour,  I  have  enjoyed  the  happines  to  minifter 
to  the  church  of  God  at  Bofton,  a  remote  corner  of  your 
Lordfhips  diocefle.  What  I  have  done  there,  all  this  while, 
and  how  I  have  fpent  my  time  and  courfe,  I  muft  ere  long 
give  account  to  the  great  fhepherd  of  the  fheep,  the  bifhop  of 
our  foules.  Meane  while,  give  me  leave  to  make  your  Lord- 
fhip  this  fhort  account:'  The  bent  of  my  courfe  hath  been 
(according  to  my  weake  meafure)  to  make  and  keep  a  3  fold 
chriftian  concord  amongft  the  people  between  God  and  their 
confcience  ;  between  true  hearted  loyaltie  and  chriftian  lib- 
erty ;   between  the  fear  of  God  and  the  love  of  one  another. 

That 
133  This  Letter  is  not  in  order  of  time  but  may  be  confidered  as  an  appendage 
to  the  foregoing  account  of  l^r.  Cotton's  life.     H. 
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That  wherein  I  have  moft  feemed  to  your  Lordiliip  to  fayle 
(to  witt  in  not  difcerning  chriftian  liberty  to  praftife  fome 
commands  of  authority,  in  fome  circumftances)  I  doe  humbly 
thanke  your  Lordftiip,  and  freely  acknowledge,  your  Lord- 
fhip  [250]  hath  not  been  wanting  freely  and  often  to  admon- 
ifh  me  thereof,  and  that  with  fuch  wifdom  and  gravity,  and 
with  fuch  well  tempered  authority  and  mildnefs,  that  I  pro- 
fefs  unfeynedly  noe  outward  refpedt  in  the  world  could  have 
deteyned  me  from  requefting  your  Lordfliips  favour  with 
ready  fubjeftion  to  your  Lordfliips  counfell,  that  I  might 
have  prolonged  myne  owne  peace  and  your  Lordfhips  favour 
together,  but  fo  it  is  (my  good  Lord)  though  I  doe  unfeyn- 
edly and  defervedly  honour  your  Lordfliip,  and  highly  efteem 
many  hundreths  of  other  reverend  divines,  great  lights  of  the 
church  (in  comparifon  of  whom  what  am  I  poore  fparke  ?) 
who  doubt  not  of  their  liberty  in  thofe  matters  ;  yet  to  this 
day  (I  fpeake  in  the  fimplicity  of  my  heart)  I  can  only  follow 
your  Lordfhip  with  obfervance,  and  them  with  reverence,  but 
not  with  that  plerophory  of  fayth  in  thefe  thinges  which  in 
fuch  cafes  the  apoftle  requireth,  Rom.  14.  5.  Your  Lord- 
fhip well  knoweth  it  is  both  the  apoftles  and  prophets  prin- 
ciple (and  it  holdeth  in  every  righteous  man  from  the  mean- 
eft  to  the  greatefl:)  Juftus  ex  fide  Jua  vivit,  non  aliena,  and 
therefore,  howfoever  I  doe  highly  prize  and  much  preferre 
other  mens  judgment  and  learning,  and  wifdom,  and  piety, 
yet  in  thinges  pertaining  to  God  and  his  worfhip,  flill,  I  mufl 
(as  I  ought)  live  by  mine  own  fayth,  not  theirs.  Never- 
thelefs,  where  I  cannot  yeeld  obedience  of  fayth,  I  am  willing 
to  yeeld  patience  of  hope. 

And  now,  my  good  lord,  I  fee  the  Lord  who  began  a  yeare 
or  two  agoe  to  fufpend  (after  a  fort)  my  miniflry  from  that 
place  by  a  long  and  foare  ficknefs  (the  dregs  whereof  flill  hang 
about  me)  doth  now  putt  a  further  necefTity  upon  me,  wholly 
to  lay  down  my  miniflry  there,  and  freely  to  refigne  my 
place  into  your  Lordfhips  hands.  For  I  fee  neither  my 
La  bodily 
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bodily  health,  nor  the  peace  of  the  church  will  now  ftand  with 
my  continuance  there.  I  doe  now  therefore  humbly  crave 
this  laft  favour  at  your  Lordfhips  hand,  to  accept  my 
place  as  voyd,  and  to  admitt  thereto  fuch  a  fucceflbr  as  your 
Lordfhip  fhall  finde  fitt,  and  the  patron  (which  is  the  corpor- 
ation of  Bofton)  fhall  prefent  to  [251]  you  therefor.  The 
congregation  is  great,  and  the  church  duetyes  many,  and 
thofe,  many  times,  requiring  clofe  attendance,  and  I  would 
be  very  loth  the  fervice  of  God,  or  the  helpe  of  the  people 
fhould  be  in  any  fort  neglefted  by  my  long  difcontinuance. 

What  though  this  refignation  of  my  place  into  your  Lord- 
fhips hands  may  be  defedlive  in  fome  forme  of  law  ;  yet  I 
trull  your  Lordfhip  will  never  forgett  the  auncient  modera- 
tion and  aequity  of  that  honourable  and  high  court  of 
chauncery,  whereunto  your  Lordfhip  was  advanced,  to  tem- 
per the  rigour  of  legall  juftice,  to  the  relief  of  many  dif- 
trefTed.  Never  (I  thinke)  came  there  any  caufe  before  your 
Lordfhip  more  diftrefTed,  nor  more  juflly  craving  chriflian 
aequity. 

Now  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  foe  guide  and  keep  and 
bleffe  your  Lordfhip  on  earth,  that  he  may  delight  to  crown 
your  Lordfhip  with  honour  in  heaven,  at  the  end  of  your 
dayes,  through  Jefus  Chrifl.  Thus  at  once  commending  my 
humble  fute  and  late  vicarage,  and  the  comfort  of  the  whole 
congregation  to  your  Lordfhips  honourable  favour  and  in- 
tegrity, I  humbly  take  leave  and  refl: 

A  bounden  fuppliant  to  your  Lordfhip  and  for  you. 

May  7,  1633.  J.  C. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from    Mr.   Arnold  to  the   Court   held 
at  Maflachufets. 

Pautuxit  this  5th  of  September  1653, 

THESE  are  to  fignify  unto  the  much  honored  court  that 
we  underftand  how  Gorton  and  his  confederates  are 
intended  to  fend  greate  matters  to  General]  Cromwell  or  to 
other  ftate  of  England  againft  the  ftate  of  Maflachufit  about 
a  letter  that  came  into  thefe  parts  from  Maflachufit  having 
four  or  five  of  the  magiftrates  hands  unto  it,  concerning  the 
French  fliipe  that  was  taken  by  [252]  the  deceite  of  Capt. 
Hull,  in  which  letter  as  wee  heare  are  feven  reafons  nominated 
to  fliew  that  it  was  not  a  lawfuU  prize,  and  in  one  of  the  rea- 
fons is  mentioned  the  diflblving  of  the  parliament,  out  of 
which  reafon,  efpecially,  Gorton  takes  greate  hold  to  lay  a 
fl;rong  accufation  againft  the  ftate  of  Mafl"achufits.  And  we 
further  heare  that  they  doe  intend  to  write  what  confl;rud;ion 
they  doe  gather  from  it  and  withall  they  mind  to  fend  it  with 
the  faid  letters,  having  the  magiftrates  own  hands  to  it  the 
which  they  thinke  will  be  a  fure  teftimony  againft  the  mag- 
iftrates, &c.  Now  as  foone  as  I  heard  of  it  I  thought  it  to 
be  my  dutie  with  all  expedition  to  write  intelligence  to  the 
much  honored  court,  I  not  knowing  what  mifchiefe  they  may 
doe  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  they  doe  fo  much  boaft  of,  that  the 
court  might  have  notice  of  theire  evill  purpofe  before  hand 
that,  if  it  may  fo  pleafe  the  Almighty,  by  his  good  provi- 
dence and  your  wife  confideration  and  vigilant  care,  the  evill 
plot  of  your  adverfaries  may  be  prevented,  &c. 
I  reft  your  humble  fervant 

to  be  commanded, 

William  Arnold. 
I  humblie  defire  that  I    may  heare 
whether   this     letter    doe    come 
fafe  to  the  court,  if  not  I  may  in 
fhort  time  write  againe,  &c. 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr,    Thomas    Welles  to  Maj. 
Robert    Sedgewick    and    Capt.    John    Leverett.'^* 

Honored  Sirs, 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  5th  of  this  inftant,  and  have 
given  a  call  for  a  generall  courte,  but  our  towns  being 
farr  diftant  wee  cannot  meete  untill  the  beginning  of  the 
weeke.  I  have  fent  a  meflenger  to  Major  John  [253]  Mafon 
who  lives  at  Seabrooke,  but  he  is  not  yet  returned.  I 
knowe  that  our  colony  will  with  all  thankfullnefs  imbrace  this 
favour  and  refpeft  from  his  highnefs  and  with  all  readines 
attend  the  counfell  and  advice  of  his  commiffioners  ;  wee  fhall 
fend  one  commiffioner  to  joine  in  counfell  with  yours,  and  I 
fuppofe  by  this  time  you  underftand  what  concurrence  there 
is  from  the  Bay,  that  you  might  informe  us  what  number  of 
men  you  expeft  from  us,  and  what  kinde  of  provifions  you 
moft  need,  wee  have  at  prefent  plenty  of  bifkett,  and  fome 
porke,  but  little  butter  or  cheefe  ;  alfo  which  way  you  intend 
your  fhipping  {hall  come,  and  where  our  men  fhall  meete, 
wee  are  alltogether  ignorant  in  the  managing  of  affaires  of 
this  nature,  and  therefore  defire  you  would  difpatch  our 
meffenger  with  what  fpeed  you  can,  to  give  us  fome  informa- 
tion and  direftion  herein,  and  you  fhall  find  our  readinefs  to 
affift  according  to  that  little  flrength  and  means  we  are  fur- 
nilhed  withall.  Alfo  wee  defire  to  know  what  number  of  land 
fouldiers  you  can  fpare  for  the  defigne  :  It  is  thought  by 
fome  that  know  the  fl:rength  of  the  Dutch,  that  this  fervice 
will  require  at  leaft  500  land  fouldiers.  Capt.  Underbill  and 
John  Younge,  who  are  gone  towards  the  Bay,  can  befl  informe 
you  of  the  ftate  of  things  there,  either  in  regard  of  fortifica- 
tion or  the  number  of  men,  various  reports  come  thence.  I 
am  glad  to  heare  of  your  fafe  arrivall  after  fo  long  and  tedious 
a  voyage,  and   hope  you  are  preferved  to  be  inftruments  for 

the 
If"!  This  and  the  next  Letter  are  anfwers  to  requifitions  made   by  Oliver  for  aid 
in  recovering  what  is  nov^  called  New- York  from  the  Dutch.     H. 
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good  of  church  and  commonwealth,  thus  wilh  remembrance 
of  my  due  refpedl  to  yourfelves,  I  take  my  leave  and  reft 
ready  to  attend  the  fervice  as  I  fhall  receive  further  diredion 
and  advice  from  you  and  remaine, 

Your  loving  friend, 

Thomas  Welles. '^5 
Hartford  this  loth  of  June  1654. 


[254]  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  order  of  the  General 
Court  at  Plymouth  to  Major  Robert  Sedgwigg,  &c.  at 
Bofton. 

Gentlemen, 

YOURS  bearing  date  the  13th  of  thefe  prefents  wee  re- 
ceived by  our  meflengers  Capt.  Standifh  and  Capt. 
Willett,  and  having  ferioufly  agitated  and  deliberated  upon 
particulars  in  reference  to  the  command  fent  unto  us  by  his 
highnefs  the  Lord  Protedor  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land, as  alfo  unto  your  propofals  ;  the  refult  is  that  by  the 
helpe  of  God  wee  intend  to  clofe  with  you  in  your  intended 
enterprife  againft  the  Dutch  at  the  Manhatoes  with  fuch 
fmall  helpe  as  wee  are  able  to  aford  ;  and  according  to  your 
defire  wee  have  appointed  Capt.  Thomas  Willett  to  repaire 
to  you  with  all  convenient  fpeed  to  aford  what  helpe  may  be 
for  the  facillitating  the  aforefaid  expedition,  and  it  fhall  be 
our  endeavour  to  have  fuch  means  conducing  to  the  aforefaid 
expedition  as  wee  are  able  to  aford  in  as  good  readinefs  as 
wee  can  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  we  reft. 
Sir,     Your  aflured  friends, 

.  Nathaniell  Morton, 
Clarke  by  order  of  the  generall  court. 
Plymouth  the  15th  of  June  1654. 

Application 

1^'  Thomas  Welles  was  a  Magiftrate  of  Connecticut  Colony,  afterwards  Gov- 
ernor, before  Connedlicut  and  New-Haven  were  united,  and  Deputy  Governor 
after  the  Union.     H. 
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Application    of  Sedgwick,  Leverett   and   others    to  the 
General  Court.'^^ 

Bofton  in  New-England  20th  Oftober  1654. 

May  it  pleafe  this  honoured  court, 

PRovidence  having  foe  difpofed  it  as  to  bring  the  prov- 
ince of  Accadia  under  the  power  and  government  [255] 
of  his  highnefs  Oliver  lord  protefter  of  England,  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  we  well  knowing  what  greate  refpedt  you  owe 
unto  the  ftate  of  England,  and  not  doubting  of  your  readi- 
nefs  in  any  thing  you  can  to  manifeft  the  fame  to  them,  are 
therefore  encouraged  to  make  thefe  few  propositions  in  the 
name  of  his  highnefs  and  the  ftate  of  England. 

1.  That  you  would  be  pleafed  to  declare  that  if  the  Eng- 
lilh  inhabitting  in  the  country  of  Accadia  be  at  any  time 
aflaulted  with  an  enemie,  or  in  any  occafion  of  needing  helpe 
from  this  government,  you  will  affift  us  with  fuch  men  as  we 
may  ftand  in  neede  of,  we  paying  for  them  according  to  the 
cuftome  of  paying  fouldiers  in  this  country  in  any  fervice  you 
employ  them  in. 

2.  That  as  its  well  knowne  that  at  prefent  there  is  noe 
wayes  to  maintaine  the  vaft  expence  of  the  garrifon  but  by 
trade  with  the  falvages,  as  its  now  a  fettled  law  in  that  prov- 
ince that  not  any  fhould  trade  with  them  but  fuch  as  are 
deputed  by  thofe  in  authoritie  in  the  province,  that  accord- 
ingly you  would  aflent  and  confent  that  law  and  order,  foe 
far  as  that  it  may  be  eifediuall  in  this  government,  foe  as 
when  any  fhall  be  convidted  of  the  breach  thereof  they 
may  fuffer  as  if  they  had  been  taken  in  the  province  of 
Accadia. 

Many   reafons  we  might  give,   and   (hall   if  defired,  why 

there 

1815  See  Hift.  MafTa.  V.  I.  p.  i8z  &  183,  where  he  is  fuppofed    to  have  died  in 

England.      Cromwell    fent  him  with   ftores  after  Penn  to  the   Weft  Indies.      He 

was  made  a  Commiflioncr  after  Winflow's  death,  and  died  himfelf  at  Jamaica  in 

1656.     Thurloes  Colkaion^V.  5,  f.  96.     H. 
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there  might  be  a  compliance  with  us  in  this  our  requeft,  but 
we  hope  that  refpedt  and  compliance  with  England  will  be 
argument  enough  to  admit  this  favour  in  which  we  hope  we 
attend  much  the  good  of  thefe  plantations,  and  be  confident 
you  fhall  finde  us  readie  to  our  power  to  ferveyou  either  here 
or  in  any  place  God  fhall  cafte  us  in,  and  remaine  your  hum- 
ble fervants, 

Robert  Sedgwicke, 
John  Leverett, 
Wm.  Hathorne, 
Robert  Fenn, 
Mark  Harrifon, 
Robert  Marftin. 


[256]  Copy  of  a  Letter  from"  the  Corporation  in  Eng- 
land for  propagating  the  Gofpel,  &c.  to  the  Commifli- 
oners  of  the  united  Colonies. '^^ 

The  Commiffioners  of  the  Maflachufetts  prefented  this  en- 
fueing  letter  from  the  Corporation  in  England. 

Gentlemen, 

YOUR  letter  wee  received  and  returne  you  this  anfwer, 
that  wee^are  very  glad  and  approve  of  the  accompts  you 
fent  over  by  the  laft,  which  are  or  may  be  fatisfadtory  to  the 
manifold  objeftions  have  of  late  arifen  about  the  fame,  for 
when  (through  mercy)  our  demeanors  had  flopped  the 
mouths  of  all  men  heere,  then  the  greate  quere  was,  whether 
things  fent  were  not  mifapplied  with  you  in  New-England. 
And  truly  you  would  wonder  had  wee  but  time  to  relate  the 
feverall  forts  of  objedlions,  which  for  the  moft  part  turne  all 
to  obftrudions  for  a  feafon  ;  till  by  the  elaborate  paines  of  Mr. 
Winflow,  wee  are  forced  to   take  oiF  and   remove   the  fame, 

you 
187  This  is  printed  in  the  Plymouth  Records,  x,  1 18.     W. 
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you  wrote  to  us  not  to  fend  any  more  goods  till  you  fent  for 
them,  and  to  tye  ourfelves  to  fuch  and  only  fuch  provifions 
to  be  fent.  We  are  very  well  fattisfied  therewith,  and  there 
upon  fhall  deceive  the  expeftation  of  divers,  that  have  written 
for  letters,  for  printing  paper,  &c.  and  Indeed  in  fo  writing 
you  feem  to  underftand  your  owne  power  and  truft,  but  give 
us  leave  to  tell  you  there  is  fuch  a  material  objedion  here 
ftarted  as  wee  are  afhamed  of  and  know  not  how  to  anfwer, 
viz.  the  manifold  complaints  made  by  Mr.  Elliot  to  fundry 
his  friends  here,  that  you  allow  him  but  £.20  per  ann.  which 
doth  not  beare  his  charges,  Infomuch  as  he  runnes  in  debt 
every  yeare  more  and  more,  and  Is  difabled  for  giving  his 
children  that  education  he  otherwife  would.  Now  whether 
It  be  or  no  wee  know  not,  but  verily  believe  the  worke  will 
fuffer  fome  thoufands  of  pounds  by  It,  for  it  flyeth  like  light- 
ning and  takes  like  tinder,  jnen  being  extreame  glad  [257]  to 
meete  with  any  thing  may  colour  over  theire  covetoufnes,  and 
dull  theire  zeale  in  fo  good  a  worke  :  Nay  Mr.  Peters  who, 
but  fourteene  dales  before,  told  Mr.  WInflow  in  plaine 
termes  he  heard  the  worke  was  but  a  plaine  cheate,  and  that 
there  was  no  fuch  thing  asgofpell  converfion  amongft  the  In- 
dians, prefently  after,  charged  the  fame  man  upon  a  letter  he 
received  from  Mr.  Weld,  by  information  from  Mr.  Elliot 
that  you  the  commiffioners  for  the  united  colonies  forbad  the 
worke  In  that  you  would  not  allow  competent  maintenance  to 
Mr.  Elliot,  and  others  that  laboured  therein  ;  and  however  wee 
have  otherwife  charitable  thoughts  of  Mr.  Peters  yett  he  hatn 
been  a  very  bad  inftrumentall  along  towards  this  worke,  who 
(though  of  a  committee  In  the  army  for  the  advance  of  it 
amongft  them)  yett  protefted  agalnft  contributing  a  penny  to- 
wards it  in  perfon,  and  indeede  fome  of  us  have  been  faine  to 
Intreate  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  not  to  trouble  him  any 
further  In  thebufines,  nor  know  wee  any  caufe  unlefle  It  be 
that  the  worke  Is  coming  to  fuch  perfedllon  and  he  hath  not 
had  theleaft  hand  or  finger  In  It.     Thefe  things  wee  thought 

good 
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good  to  acquaint  you  withall  ;  and  doe  intreate  that  Mr. 
Elliot,  Mr.  Mayhew  and  fuch  other  eminent  labourers  as 
are  emploied  therein  may  have  greater  encouragement  from 
you  than  fo  ;  yea  fuch  according  to  what  the  Lord  fhall  fend 
in  from  time  to  time.  Wee  are  farr  from  juftifying  Mr. 
Elliott  in  his  turbulent  and  clamorous  proceedings,  but  the 
beft  of  Gods  fervants  have  their  faylings,  and  as  fuch  fo  we 
looke  upon  him.  The  reafon  you  fend  for  nothing  this 
yeare  wee  conceive  is,  becaufeyou  have  about  800/.  in  money 
ftocke  and  debts  with  you,  wee  fl.ould  be  glad  to  hear  that 
debts  are  received,  and  doe  intreate  you  that  the  worke  may 
not  be  retarded  thereby  ;  alaffe,  what  pity  were  it  that  deferv- 
ing  inftruments  fliould  be  difcouraged,  and  what  a  fliame  will 
it  be  to  us  here,  befides  an  abfolute  period  to  all  future  col- 
ledtions,  whereby  Gods  glory  and  the  prefent  opportunity 
will  be  loft  in  doing  good  to  thofe  poore  foules  ;  and  lett  not 
the  late  difference  betweene  your  neighbours  of  the  Mafla- 
chu  [258]  fetts  and  yourfelves  hinder, '^^  we  hope  it  is  healed 
ere  now,  if  not  wee  truft  our  letters  (for  wee  are  fenfible  of 
the  breach  and  the  evills  may  follow  thereupon  to  the  feverall 
refpedlive  governments)  will  help  forward  the  fame  ;  and  lett 
us  intreate  you,  fince  you  order  us  to  fend  nothing  but  what 
you  give  order  for,  to  be  very  carefuU  to  confider  before 
hand  what  will  be  needfuU,  for  we  perfwade  ourfelves  you 
cannot  buy  any  goods  fo  well  bought  heere  as  what  we  fend, 
for  wee  buy  for  ready  money  and  beare  the  adventure, 
whenas  others  take  not  only  twelve  months  time  but  theire 
creditors  ftand  to  the  adventure  out  and  home,  fo  that  if  you 
fell  at  30  per  cent,  yett  you  give  fixty  for  what  you  buy  at 
leaft ;    but  wee  doubt  not  of  your  care,  only  we  (hall  long  to 

heare 


iss  This  was  a  difpute  between  the  Maffachufets   and  the  other  Colonies  con- 
cerning the  extent  of  the  Power  of  the  CommiiTioners.     H. 
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heare  again   from  you  and  that  it   may  be  with  comfort  and 
refrefhing  is  the  earneft  defire  of         Gentlemen, 

Your  faithfull  friends  and  fellow  labourers 

in  this  worke  of  the  Lord, 
Signed  by  the  order  and  appointment 
of  the  Corporation,  by 

Wm.  Steele,  Prefident.'^g 


To  which  Letter   the   Commiflioners    returned  this  fol- 
lowing Anfwer.'9° 

Honnorable  Sir, 

YOURS  of  the  1 8th  of  February  laft  wee  have  received, 
with  the  contents  whereof  wee  are  diverfly  affeded  ;  glad 
that  the  accompts  wee  fent  do  in  any  meafure  anfwer  objedtions 
and  remove  obftruftions  ;  he  who  obferveth  all  our  carriage 
and  aimes  in  this  worke  of  his,  knowes  (that  laying  afide  all 
finifter  refpeds  wee  defire  to  improve  all  opportunities  and 
order  all  difburfements  for  the  advancement  of  the  end  de- 
figned,  that  if  it  pleafe  the  father  of  mercies,  the  gofpell  of 
his  fone  may  have  a  large  [259]  and  powerfull  entrance  into 
the  hearts  of  thefe  poore  Indians,  but  it  is  an  affllfting  con- 
fideration  that  the  worke  fhould  receive  any  difcouragement 
or  hinderance  either  from  Mr.  Elliots  penn  or  Mr.  Peters 
fpeech.  By  a  letter  figned  by  Mr.  Winflow  in  the  name  and 
by  order  of  the  honnored  Corporation,  dated  May  the  ift 
1652,  wee  underftood  what  inconvenience  did  or  might  grow 
by  the  colledtions  and  difburfments  made  by  Mr.  Butcher 
not  put  Into  the  corporation  ftocke  and  account,  which  (with 
you)  wee  defired  might  be  brought  Into  your  treafury,  as  the 
right  channell,  accordingly  wee  enquired  of  Mr.  Elliott  what 

fomes 

180  In  the  Plymouth  Records  we  find  this  document  dated  "  London,  Coopers' 
Hall,  18  February,  i  653,"  evidently  1653-4.      W. 

i'""  This  is  printed  in  the  Plymouth  Records,  x,  119.     W. 
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fomes  are  fent  over  yearely  upon  thofe  more  private  accounts 
and  how  imployed,  what  part  to  the  Indians,  and  what  to 
himfelfe  and  others  who  labour  in  the  worke ;  he  acknow- 
ledged fome  confiderable  fomes  of  money  came  that  way  to 
his  hands,  but  w.is  flowe  to  give  any  account  how  much  or 
how  expended  ;  heereupon  wee  did  conceive  that  20/.  per  ann. 
added  to  what  he  received  by  other  meanes  out  of  England 
and  what  he  received  from  the  church  in  Roxbury  (which  as 
we  heare  is  not  leffe  than  60/  per  ann.)  might  fufficiently 
mayntaine  his  family  and  afford  due  education  to  his  children 
without  running  himfelf  into  debt.  We  (hall  now  allow  him 
forty  pounds  per  ann.  and,  if  there  be  caufe,  fhall  readily  en- 
large further,  and  fo  to  Mr.  Mayhew  ;  all  wee  propound  is, 
that  as  our  mafliers  acceptance  is  fufficient,  nay  rich  wages, 
for  any  care  or  paines  of  ours  in  this  worke,  foe  there  may 
be  fome  due  proportion  (as  neere  as  wee  can  judge)  betwixt 
the  imployment  and  encouragement  of  other  infhruments. 
Through  the  bleffing  of  him  who  is  love  itfelf  and  the  God 
of  peace,  the  Commiffioners  now  mett  at  Hartford  doe  com- 
fortably clofe,  as  in  the  affaires  of  the  corporation,  fo  in  the 
other  occafions  of  the  confasderation,  and  hope  they  fhall  fo 
proceede. 

Mr.  Elliot  and  Mr.  Mayhew  doe  each  of  them  propound 
the  building  a  new  meeting  houfe  for  the  Indians,  befides 
the  building  in  hand  for  fome  fchollars  at  the  college  (whereof 
wee  wrote  the  lafl  yeare)  and  that  allowance  may  [260]  be 
made  for  interpreters,  fchoolm afters  and  others,  to  inftrudt 
the  teachable  Indians  ;  one  catechifme  is  already  printed,  and 
Mr.  Pierfon  is  preparing  another  to  fuite  thefe  fouthweft 
parts,  where  the  language  differs,  from  theires  who  live  about 
the  Maffachufetts  ;  all  which  will  occafion  us  to  write  for  a 
confiderable  parcel!  of  provifions,  as  the  following  invoice 
will  (hew  ;  wee  expedt  not  fo  good  pennyworths  from  any  as 
from  the  Corporation,  and  though  the  ammunition  were,  in 
different  proportions,  this  laft  yeare  divided  amongft  the  Col- 
onies 
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onies  and  by  them  (with  the  advance  formerly  mentioned) 
fince  returned  into  the  ftocke,  yet  wee  purpofe  to  drive  very 
little  or  no  trade  but  upon  the  account  and  concernment  of 
the  Indians. 

Mr.  Rawfon  hath  fent  his  accounts  for  the  yearepaft  to  the 
Commiffioners  now  met  at  Hartford,  but  upon  perufall  wee 
finde  fomething  defeftive  or  obfcure,  fo  that  wee  returned 
them  to  him  to  be  perfefted,  and  muft  defire  the  Commiffi- 
oners for  the  Mafiachufetts  to  review  and  upon  their  appro- 
bation to  underwrite  and  fend  them  for  England.  Wee  here 
inclofe  the  coppie  of  a  direftion  fent  us  from  the  MafTachu- 
fetts  for  letters  for  the  ufe  of  printing,  which  we  defire  maybe 
provided  and  fent.  Thus,  with  our  due  refpefts,  wee  com- 
mend yourfelves  and  the  worke  in  hand  to  the  bleffingof  the 
only  wife  and  gracious  God,  refling 

Your  humble  fervants, 
Hartford  18.  Sept.  54.  Theophilus  Eaton, Prefidt. 

Symon  Bradftreet, 
Jn°  Webfter,  Daniell  Dennifon, 

Jn°  Mafon,  Tho.  Prence, 

Francis  Newman,  Jn°  Browne. 


[261]  Inftrudlions  for  Major  Symon  Willard,'^'  com- 
mander in  chief  of  our  forces,  and  fuch  as  are  joyned 
with  him   as  a  counfell  of  warre.'?^ 

YOU  are  to  take  under  your  charge  and  command  all  fuch 
forces,  horfe  and  foote  as,  according  to  the  order  of  the 

Commiffioners, 

131  This  is  printed  in  the  Plymouth  Records,  x,  i  3  i  ;  in  that  record,  however, 
the  name  of  the  commander  is  left  blank,  none  having  been  then  appointed,  as 
Willard's  letter  following  this  (hows.      W. 

1-2  The  Commiffioners  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  neceflary  to  enter  into  a 
War  with  the  Naraghanfct  Indians.  The  Maflachufets  Colony  was  averfe  to  it. 
Willard  was  a  Maflachufets  man  and  feems  to  have  defeated  the  intent  of  the 
Commiffioners.      H. 
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Commiffioners,  are  or  fhall  be  levyed,  out  of  three  of  the 
Collonyes,  with  which  you  are  to  be  at  the  appointed  ran- 
devouz  at  Tho.  Stantons,  at  or  before  the  13th  of  Odtober 
next,  and  forthwith  to  march  into  the  Nianticke  countrie  to 
the  place  of  Ninnegrets  ordinary  refidence,  and  to  demand  of 
him  (if  he  may  be  fpoken  with)  a  prefent  and  full  furrender 
of  all  the  Pequotts  under  him,  or  lately  living  upon  his  land, 
and  if  he  doth  not  forthwith  confent,  then  to  take  them  by' 
force  from  him  or  any  that  fhall  harbor  or  detaine  them  and 
to  remove  and  fettle  them  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  and  under  fuch  government  as  Mr.  Winthrop,  Major 
Mafon  and  Capt.  Dennifon  fhall  appoint,  till  the  Commiffi- 
oners fhall  take  further  order,  without  increafing  the  tribute 
formerly  due  from  them. 

And  further,  to  require  and  take  of  Ninnigret  the  tribute 
due  for  time  pafl,  for  the  faid  Pequotts,  together  with  the 
charge  of  this  expedition,  or  fome  confiderable  parte  of 
both,  and  to  give  him  time  for  the  reft,  according  to  your 
difcretion,  as  may  fland  with  the  honnor  of  the  Englifh  and 
the  fafety  of  the  countrie. 

And  you  are  in  the  name  of  the  CommifBoners  to  prohibit 
him  and  the  reft  of  the  Narraganfett  Sachems  to  make  any 
further  attempts  upon  the  Long  Hand  Indians,  and  to  affure 
them  that  the  Commiffioners  will  lay  the  like  charge  upon  the 
Long  Hand  Indians  not  to  invade  or  difturbe  them,  which  if 
he  refufe,  and  that  the  peace  of  the  countrie  can  by  no  other 
meanes  be  provided  for,  you  are  to  proceede  as  the  cafe  re- 
quires. But  if  Ninnigret  fhall  not  oppofe  the  removall 
of  the  Pequotts  but  fhall  demeane  [262]  himfelfe  fairely 
in  that  bufenes  and  fhall  fubmitt  to  our  charge,  and 
promife  that  he  will  not  further  diflurbe  the  peace  of  the 
countrie,  wee  judge  it  not  expedient  at  this  feafon  of  the 
yeare  to  beginne  the  warre  upon  him  barely  for  the  non 
payment  of  the  tribute  and  charges,  fuppofing  alfo,  that 
you  may   ufe  other  meanes  to  drawe  fome  part  of  it   from 

him 
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him  at  prefent  and  the  refidue  may  be  forborne  for  fome  con- 
venient time,  provided  if  the  Pequotts  cannot  be  prevayled 
with  to  come  under  the  government  and  protedion  of  the 
Englifh,  then  if  Ninnigret  fhall  pay  the  tribute  paft  and  the 
charges  of  this  expedition,  and  promife  not  to  difturbe  the 
peace  of  the  countrie  for  time  to  come  by  making  warre  upon 
our  friends  and  confederates  without  our  confent,  according 
to  his  covenant  made  at  Bofton  anno  1645,  as  alfo  to  pay 
the  tribute  for  fuch  Indians  as  are  under  him  for  time  to 
come,  according  to  the  laft  agreement  at  New-Haven  1651, 
he  may  enjoy  the  faid  Pequotts  ftill  without  difturbance  or 
any  further  proceeding  againft  him. 

But  if  you  {hall  finde  the  defigne  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  a  great  force,  then  you  fhall  with  all  expedition  lend 
to  the  feverall  colonies  for  the  reft  of  the  forces  in  this  cafe 
ordered  by  the  Commiffioners,  which  you  are  to  improve  ac- 
cording to  your  beft  fkill  for  the  fpeedy  reducing  of  Ninni- 
gret to  fubjeftion  or  tribute,  with  fecuritie  by  hoftages,  for  his 
performance  of  the  fame. 

And  if  yett  a  greater  force  fhall  be  found  neceflary  you  are 
to  give  notice  to  the  feverall  colonies  of  the  whole  number 
you  defire,  that  they  may  fend  theire  feverall  proportions  ac- 
cording to  the  agreement  of  the  Commiffioners. 

You  fhall,  if  you  thinke  fitt,  fend  to  Uncas  (whom  wee 
have  prepared)  to  affift  you  and  may  be  very  ufefull  in  the 
fervice.  You  are  to  make  faire  warre,  without  exercifing 
crueltie  and  not  to  put  to  death  any  whome  you  have  taken 
captive,  if  you  canne  beftow  them  without  dainger  of  your 
owne  men. 

If  you  finde  any  Englifh  ftraglers,  traders  or  others,  whom 
you  fhall  fufped:  to  give  intelligence,  or  to  furnifh  [263]  with 
armes  or  ammunition,  or  to  give  any  other  aid  to  the  enemy, 
you  may  fecure  them  or  fend  them  to  Bofton. 

Laftly,  and  above  all  the  reft,  wee  commend  to  your 
chriftian  care  the  upholding   of  the  worfhip  of  God  in  your 

army 
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army  and  to  keepe  fuch  watch  over  the  converfation  of  all 
thofe  under  your  charge  that  all  prophanes  and  impiety,  abufe 
of  the  facred  name  of  God,  luxury  and  other  diforders  may 
be  avoyded,  or  duly  punifhed,  that  the  Lord  may  be  pleafed 
to  goe  forth  before  you,  profper  all  your  proceedings  and  re- 
turne  to  us  in  peace,  which  wee  fhall  daily  pray  for,  &c. 

Theophilus  Eaton,  Prefident, 

Given    at    Hartford,  Symon  Bradftreet, 

September  25.  1654.  Daniell  Dennifon, 

Tho.  Prence, 

Jn°  Webfter,  Jn°  Browne, 

Francis  Newman.  Jn°  Mafon. 


Copy  of  a   Letter  from    Major  Simon   Willard    to  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  united  Colonies. '93 


Y 


Honnored  Gentlemen, 
Ourfelves  having  beene   pleafed   to   appoint  and   give  a 


commiflion  tor  a  general  to  command  over  all  the 
forces,  by  you  appointed  to  be  raifed  out  of  the  united  col- 
onies in  the  expedition  againft  Ninnigret,  which  you  referred 
to  the  councill  of  the  Maflachufetts  to  compleat,  they  have- 
ing  after  the  refufall  of  Major  Gibbons  and  Major  Dennifon, 
Capt.  Atherton  being  abfent,  pitched  on  myfelfe  (though 
unworthy  accepted  thereof  in  hope  of  Gods  gracious  affift- 
ance  therein)  Thefe  are  therefore  to  informe  you,  that  I 
addrefled  myfelfe  accordingly,  and  with  the  unanimous  con- 
fent  of  my  councill,  have  with  the  beft  of  our  underftanding 
of  your  inftruftions  (which  were  not  fo  clear  as  wee  could 
have  wifhed)  repaired  to  the  place  of  randevouz,  indeavoured 
to    have  had  full  difcourfe  with   Ninnegret,  who,  before  we 

came 
193  This  is  printed  in  the  Plymouth  Records,  x.  144.     W. 
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came,  had  f\vampt'94  hlmfelfe  and  [264]  refufed  conference 
with  us,  as  appears  in  the  narrative  which  I  fend  you,  there- 
fore, confidering  the  feafon,  tedioufnes  ■  of  the  march  of  the 
foote,  and  ftreightnes  of  our  inftruftions,  contented  ourfelves 
with  reduceing  of  thofe  Pequotts,  as  wee  have  certified  you. 
On  thofe  termes  wee  endeavoured  your  full  fatisfaftion,  and 
wherein  wee  have  fallen  fhort,  wee  hope  you  will  putt  a  can- 
did interpretation.  I  fhall  fay  no  more  at  prefent  but  com- 
mend you  to  the  protedlion,  direction  and  blefTing  of  the 
Almighty  and  remaine.  Sirs, 

Dated  26th  of  8th  your  humble  fervant, 

mo.  1654,  Bofton.'9S  Simon  Willard. 

The  Narrative   follows. 

'Y  felfe,  whofe  name  is  underwritten,  being  impowered 
by  the  CommifTioners  of  the  United  Colonies,  bearing 
date  the  25  Sept.  1654,  doe  declare  the  particular  afts  of  the 
proceeding  of  the  councill  of  warre,  being  aflembled  at  Thomas 
Stantons,  according  to  the  inftrudlions  received  from  the  faid 
Commiflioners,  as  followeth. 

Imprimis,  our  firft  inflruftion  being  forthwith  to  march 
into  the  Nyanticke  countrey,  the  place  of  Ninnigrets  ordinary 
place  of  refidence,  and  to  demand  of  him  (if  he  may  be  fpoke 
with)  the  Pequotts,  &c.  The  reafons  why  wee  did  not  attend 
to  that  particular  was,  wee  knew  he  was  removed  from  that 
place  up  into  the  woods  into  a  fwamp,  fome  15  myles  from 
our  quarters,  and  further,  by  a  ftorm  the  boates  of  Conedicott 
and  Newhaven,  whereas  all  were  to  meete  13  Odtober  54,  we 
fay,  the  boates  and  fome  of  the  fouldiers  with  their  flocke  of 
ammunition  came  not  to  us  untill  the  i6th  day  the  one,  and 
the  17th  day  the  other.  Further,  we  had  one  claufe  in  our 
inftrudtions  to   acft   as   might   ftand  with   the   honour  of  the 

Englifh 

'•'I  A  common  exprcffion  to  figi  ify  the  retreat  or  rcfort  of  the  Indians  into 
boggy  Places  full  of  Woods  where  the  Englifh  iimft  be  under  great  difadvantage 
in  an  attack  upon  them.      H. 

'^■J  The  printed  Records  fay  l6th  of  8th  mo.,  1654.      W. 
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Englifti  and  the  fafety  of  the  countrey,  but  for  us  to  move 
with  our  forces  wee  thought  it  would  make  great  rumour  to 
ftirr  amongft  the  Indians,  when  they  fhould  heare  wee  were 
returned  to  our  quarters  and  did  nothing ;  therefore  wee 
thought  it  would  expedite  our  worke  to  attend  that  that  was 
prefented  to  us,  which  are  as  followeth, 

[265]  Firft,  Ninnegret  haveing  fomeof  his  Indians  prefent 
with  us,  who  as  we  fuppofed  were  willing  to  falve  up  things 
as  well  as  they  could,  we  agreed  to  fend  fqme  of  them  to  him 
to  advife  him  to  come  and  fpeake  with  us,  but  we  haveing  in- 
telligence of  his  great  feare  to  confent  to  this  motion,  wee 
offered  him  hoftages  for  the  fecurity  of  his  perfon,  and  if 
this  pleafed  him  not,  he  fhould  acquaint  us  what  he  would 
defire  to  fecure  him  ;  his  anfwer  was,  by  4  of  his  men,  that 
one  of  our  Indians  had  taken  away  a  canoe  of  his  and  made 
prize  of  it,  and  upon  this  he  was  more  afraid  than  before. 

2dly,  He  demanded  what  he  had  done  to  the  Englifh  that 
they  came  fo  againft  him  round  about,  and  will  not  let  him 
alone,  and  he  would  defire  to  tranfadl  this  bufines  by  meflen- 
gers,  and  not  come  face  to  face. 

jdly,  He  faid  his  father  was  a  friend  to  the  Englifh  in 
former  times,  and  he  wondered  they  fhould  be  fo  againfl  him 
now.  Our  anfwer  to  thefe  things  were  as  followeth.  Firft, 
wee  knew  nothing  of  the  canoe,  and  that  if  any  of  our  In- 
dians had  wronged  him  in  this  kind  they  fhould  reftore  it 
againe  ;  but  they  would  not  forbeare  this  difcourfe,  fo  wee 
fent  them  away  with  thefe  following  anfwers,  Firft,  wee  won- 
dered that  he,  a  wife  man  as  he  would  be  accounted,  that  he 
fhould  offer  to  hold  us  in  difcourfe  about  fuch  a  trifle  as  a 
canoe  is,  either  he  muft  be  unwife  himfelfe,  or  thinke  us  un- 
wife,  if  wee  fhould  be  delayed  with  fuch  things  as  thefe.  adjy, 
That  it  was  not  the  fafhion  of  the  Englifh  to  tranfadl  things 
of  fuch  a  nature  by  meffengers  from  an  ambaflador,  but  to 
come  face  to  face,  jdly,  If  this  courfe  might  have  beene 
taken,  wee  could  have  done  this  from  the  place  of  our  habi- 
Na  tation. 
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tation,  without  raifing  thefe  forces.  The  i6th,  there  came 
fome  of  the  Pequotts  and  told  us  that,  the  day  before  this, 
they  went  towards  Ninnegretts  company  to  perfwade  their 
kindred  to  come  from  him,  fearing  otherwife  it  would  goe  ill 
with  them,  but  they  met  with  three  Pequotts  that  did  adhere 
to  Ninegrett,  who  afked  them  what  they  did  there,  they  faid 
they  had  fomething  to  doe ;  then  they  afked  our  Pequotts 
[266]  how  many  there  were  of  them,  they  faid  30,  then  faid 
the  3  men  there  are,30  heads  for  us ;  then  our  Pequotts  faid 
they  did  attend  the  Englifh  to  carrey  letters  or  burthens 
abroad,  where  the  Englifh  (hould  have  occafion  to  fend  them, 
then  one  of  the  3  men  told  them  they  would  have  their  30 
heads  before  tomorrow  in  the  afternoone,  though  the  Eng- 
lifh men  were  with  them,  and  they  faid  they  would  not  defert 
from  the  warr  againft  the  Long  Iflanders,  neither  would  they 
forfake  Ninegrett.  This  day  they  came  into  us  and  gave  in 
their  names  to  the  number  of  73.  The  17th  day  there  came 
into  us  more  Pequotts  that  lived  neere  to  Ninegrett,  which, 
before,  wee  commanded  to  bring  away  their  houfes  and  goods, 
which  things  they  did,  and  gave  In  their  names  as  the  refl  to 
the  number  of 36.  The  i8th  day,  Ninegrett  flill  keeping  off 
and  would  no  ways  comply  with  us,  wee  agreed  and  fent  two 
gentlemen  with  two  to  attend  them,  and  two  interpreters  to 
make  fome  demands  of  him  ;  but  there  being  fixe  he  refufed 
to  fpeake  with  above  two  of  them,  but  after  much  debate  with 
his  fcouts  and  fome  of  his  chiefe  men,  they  came  to  fpeake 
with  them,  viz.  Capt.  Davis  and  Capt.  Seely,  and  firft  they 
demanded  the  Pequotts  under  him,  his  anfwer  was,  why  doe 
yee  demand  the  Pequotts  of  me  when  you  have  them  already  .'' 
they  demanded  more,  his  anfwer  was  he  had  not  above  3  or  4 
with  him,  but  the  refl:  were  difpofed  abroad  a  hunting  and 
elfewhere,  but  in  the  iffue  he  ingaged  by  writing  to  furrender 
all  that  were  under  him  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Winthrop  or 
Capt.  Mafon  within  feven  days.  2dly,  They  demanded  the 
tribute  due  for  the  Pequotts,  his  anfwer  was  he  never  engaged 

for 


267]  ColleEiion  of  Papers.  299 

for  them  ;  he  was  told  he  payd  it  at  New-Haven  ;  he  faid  the 
reafon  of  that  was  he  feared  they  would  have  been  taken  from 
him,  therefore  he  payd  9  or  10  fathom  of  his  owne  peage  to 
make  up  the  fome.  jdly,  They  further  required  not  to  make 
any  more  war  againft  the  Long  Ifland  Indians,  to  this  he  was 
filent  for  a  time,  but  after  faid  this  ;  fhall  fuch  a  prince  and 
two  fuch  captains  loofe  their  lives  and  their  blood  not  be 
revenged  ?  the  anfwer  to  this  was,  [267]  he  muft  ad;  in  a  right 
way  by  making  the  commiffioners  acquainted  with  it,  but  he 
was  filent  Further  he  was  charged  not  to  moleft  them  nor 
any  other  of  the  friends  of  the  Englifh  left  his  head  were  fet 
up  upon  an  Englifh  pole.  Alfo  he  was  informed  that  none 
of  ours  fhould  moleft  him.  4thly,  The  charges  of  this  ex- 
pedition was  demanded  of  him,  his  anfwer  was  he  was  not 
the  caufe  of  it,  but  the  Long  Ifland  Indians  killed  him  a 
man  at  Conne6ticott. 


W 


A  Copy  of  the  Covenant  with  Ninegret.'s^ 

'HEREAS  the  Commiffioners  of  the  united  Colonies 
demand  by  their  meflengers  that  I  deliver  up  to  the 
Englifli  all  the  captive  Pequotts  in  my  countrey,  I  hereby 
ingage  myfelfe  to  furrender  the  faid  Pequotts  within  7  dayes 
to  Mr.  Winthrop  or  Capt.  Mafon.  Witnes  my  hand.  And 
fo  he  fet  his  marke  the  i8th  of  8ber  54. 


>  Interpr 
Witnes  allfo  Thomas  Blighe. 


Witnes     Thomas  Stanton 

Valentine  Whitman 


The  19th  day  a  copie  of  the  covenant  or  promife  of  Pau- 
kannufamon,  being  a  Narreganfet  Sachem  who  had  divers  of 
the  Pequotts  under  him,  who  had  fubfcribed  their  names 
unto  us,  who  promifes  to  live  peaceably  and  not  difturbe  any 

of 

If"  This  is  printed  in  the  Plymouth  Records,  x,  147.      W. 
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of  the  friends  of  the  Englifh,  and  defires  not  to  be  difturbed 
by  any  of  them,  and  fo  fett  his  marke. 

A  copie  of  the  Pequotts  covenant  whereto  they  fubfcribed  the 
i6th  and  17th  of  the  8th  moneth  1654. 

TT7"E  whofe  names  are  underwritten,  being  captive  Pequotts 
'  and  tributaries  to  the  Englifh,  and  haveing  lived  fome 
time  under  the  protection  of  Ninegrett,  doe  freely  confent  to 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  united  Englifh  colonies  to  remove 
to  fuch  places  as  the  faid  Commiffioners  doe  or  fhall  appoint 
us,  and  doe  hereby  difowne  the  jurifdiftion  of  Ninegrett  over 
us,  and  that  wee  intend  really  [268]  fo  to  doe,  wee  here  give 
in  our  names  feverally  with  our  owne  markes  affixed.  Fur- 
ther we  do  hereby  engage  ourfelves  hereafter  not  to  joyne  in 
any  warre  with  Ninegrett  or  any  other,  without  the  full  and 
free  confent  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  united  Englifli 
Colonies. 

This  is  a  true  account  of  our  adiions  in   each  particular  by 
the  councill  of  warre.  Simon  Willard. 

This  20th  of  the  8th  moneth  1654. 

.  Wee  fett  upon  our  march  from  Bofton  the  9th  of  the 
8th  moneth  1654.  Wee  returned  againe  to  Bofton  the 
24th  of  the  fame  monthe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.   Edward  Winflow,  to  Sec- 
retary   Thurloe. 

Right  Honourable, 

ABOUT  twelve  days  fince  I  wrote  to  you  by  Capt.  Col- 
lens,  wherein  I  gave  you   a  large  account  of  our  pro- 
ceedings in  this  {land  of  the  Barbadoes  ;   how  that  by   Gods 

bleffing 
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bleffing  we  attained  our  paflage  in  five  weekes,  made  the  2500 
men  we  landed  6000,  and  becaufe  our  ftores  for  the  army- 
were  not  as  yet  come  up  clofe  we  fhould  lofe  the  drie  fea- 
fon  and  my  lords  honor  fufFer  thereby  and  have  fcrabled  up 
fo  many  arms  as  to  make  the  1500,  we  here  brought,  6000 
or  near  thereabout :  that  we  raifed  two  fmall  troopes  of  horfe 
upon  the  ifland  and  gotten  fuch  and  fo  many  other  ftores  as  ■ 
we  are  to  fett  faile  this  evening  from  the  place :  We  thought 
to  have  gone  the  24th  inftant  but  could  not  attaine  thereunto. 
Since  which  time  came  Capt.  Haffefield  of  London  and  tells 
us  of  the  Great  Charity,  that  fhe  was  at  fea  with  him  ;  but  faies 
that  fhe  with  many  others  in  company  were  forced  back  by 
the  fowle  weather.  This  gentleman  was  above  two  months 
from  Falmouth  hither,  and  tells  us  our  ftorefhips  were  in  the 
Downes  with  a  fate  convoy  and  believes  they  will  [269]  be 
here  fpeedily  ;  but  truly.  Sir,  we  are  fo  weary  of  wayting  and 
the  feafon  fo  neer  fpent  as  we  are  refolved  to  cafl  ourfelves 
into  the  arms  of  Almighty  God,  whofe  providence  we  truft 
will  be  ever  for  good  and  will  owne  us  as  inftruments  in  his 
right  hand  to  execute  his  determined  vengeance  upon  that 
tyrannous  and  idolatrous  and  bloudy  nation  that  hath  in- 
flidted  fo  many  cruelties  upon  the  nations  of  the  earth  in  their 
diflreffed  members  and  not  the  leaft  upon  ours.  We  have 
agreed  to  order  the  Great  Charity  to  ftay  heer  till  our  ftores 
come  up  and  then  to  convey  them  to  us.  The  general  hath 
fettled  the  militia  of  the  ifland  and  given  commiflion  to  fowre 
regiments  of  horfe  and  fowre  of  foote  and  made  the  governor 
his  lieutenant-generall  and  Col.  CoUifon  major-generall  of  this 
ifland.  I  hope  it  will  conduce  to  the  publick  weale  of  the 
place.  We  have  made  bold  to  refer  our  commifTioners  to 
make  ufe  of  their  excife  office  whereof  the  governor  had  a  3d, 
which  3d  we  ftill  leave  him  to  pofTefTe ;  but  whereas  they  call 
upon  their  articles  I  tell  them  they  have  broken  that  article, 
for  whereas  they  were  to  pay  the  publick  debts  of  the  ifland 
therewith  they  have  received   all    thofe   two   yeares  profitts 

paft 
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paft  and  we  none  at  all,  and  now  we  fhall  reape  the  cropp  of 
this  3d  yeare,  but  with  a  greate  deale  of  indignation  to  many. 
We  afke  them  how  long  his  highnes  fhall  waite  their  pleafure 
to  receive  his  royalties  ?  We  have  fuch  a  body  of  bufinefs  to 
goe  through  this  day  that  I  feare  I  fhall  not  be  able  to  write 
over  my  letter  anew.  If  it  fo  fall  out  I  had  rather  fend  you  a 
blotted  paper  than  a  note,  and  write  amongft  a  crowd  of  peo- 
ple as  I  do  here  than  not  to  write  at  all :  and  I  truft  your 
honor  will  bury  it  amongft  the  reft,  of  my  infirmities  which  is 
the  earneft  defire  of 

Right  honourable  your  moft  humble 
Barbados,  March  30.  1655.  fervant 

Edw.  Winflow. 

I  humbly  entreate  your  honor  to 
get  a  difpatch  to  Capt.  Paris 
and  Capt.  Turners  bufinefs. 


[270]  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commiflioners  of  the 
united  Colonies  to  Major  Willard.''^ 

Loveing  friend  Major  Willlard, 

WEE  have  received  and  confidered  both  the  letter  you 
writt  and  the  truft  committed  to  you,  and  the  account 
thereof,  the  laft  yeare,  in  which  (to  fpeake  candidly  according 
to  your  defire)  wee  finde  miftakes  and  errours,  we  heare  you 
had  not  the  unanimous  confent  of  your  councill,  and  cer- 
tainly your  inftruftlons  (which  ftand  upon  record  in  each  of 
the  united  colonies)  are  cleare  enough  to  have  guided  you  to 
a  further  progrefl"e  than  you  made  in  the  fervice,  nor  doe  wee 
finde  any  confiderable  difficultie  in  the  way.  Ninegrett, 
through  the  feare  that  then  poflefled  him,  might  (in  all  prob- 
ability) 
1"'  This  is  printed  in  the  Plymouth  Records,  x,  148.      VV. 
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ability)  have  been  enforced  to  receive  any  impreffion  the 
chief  commander  of  fuch  forces  would  have  putt  upon  him, 
but  the  not  improving  of  a  feafon  (efpecially  in  fuch  a  fervice) 
is  oft  attended  with  mifchievous  confequences.  Ninegrett, 
who  whilft  our  fmale  army  was  there,  had  his  mouth  as  in  the 
duft,  foone  after  grew  high  and  infolent  in  his  fpeech  and 
carriage,  refufeth  to  deliver  the  refl:  of  his  Pequotts,  threatens 
them  that  have  left  him,  hath  againe  invaded  the  Long 
Ifland  Indians,  our  friends,  tributaries  and  in  covenant  with 
us  ;  fome  blood  is  already  fhed,  how  much  more  may  be 
fhortly  fhed  is  not  yet  knowne,  and  how  farr  our  charge  and 
danger  may  be  increafed  by  his  pride  and  treachery  ingaging 
forreign  Indians  againft  us,  and  what  further  inconveniences 
may  arrife  from  your  nonattendance  to  your  commiffion  is 
yet  uncertaine,  and  as  doubtfull  how  they  may  be  prevented  ; 
but  what  fatisfadtion  may  be  from  yourfelfe,  and  thofe  of  your 
councill  that  joyned  with  you,  expefted,  wee  leave  to  thecon- 
fideration  of  the  colonies  and  reft 

Your  loveing  friends, 

James  Cudworth  Theophilus  Eaton,  Prefident. 

John  Mafon  Simon  Bradftreete 

John  CuUick  Daniel  Dennifon 

Wm.  Leete,  John  Browne. 

New-haven,  Sept  19.  1655. 


[271]  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  General  Court  of  the 
Maffachufets  to  Mr.  Hopkins.''^ 

Much  honnored  Sir, 

I  Am  required  by  our  generall    court    to  fignify  unto  you, 
that  they    have  not    binn  nor   are  without  a  due  fenfe 
of  the   many  fingular   expreffions  of  your  faithfull  love   to 

them, 
188  Mr  Hopkins  who  had  been  Governor   of  Connefticut  was  at  this  time  in 
England  in  favour  with  Oliver.     H. 
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them,  in  your  beft  endeavours  to  promote  theire  affaires 
(which  they  have  binn  informed  of)  in  your  readines  at  all 
times  to  afford  their  late  agent  Mr.  Window  your  beft  fur- 
therance and  affiftance,  as  need  required,  though  as  hitherunto 
they  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  returne  you  theire 
gratefull  acknowledgments,  as  you  might  before  now  juftly 
have  expedted.  But  aflure  yourfelfe,  deare  Sir,  however  they 
have  binn  wanting  in  this  refped,  yett  theire  beft  defires  at 
the  throne  of  grace  have  not  binn  wanting  to  eraplore  a  rich 
recompence  of  reward  on  your  head  and  heart  as  well  as  on 
many  others  whom  the  Lord  hath  ftirred  up  to  wifti  well  to 
his  exiled  ones  in  thefe  parts,  and  are  not  without  hope  the 
Lord  will  more  and  more  encourage  you  according  to  the 
mercies  you  receave.  Opportunity  he  puts  into  your  hands 
whilft  you  are  heere  to  be  ading  for  him,  who  is  and  will  be  a 
a  rich  paymafter  in  the  end.  Sir,  our  court  underftanding  of 
your  illnes  and  the  many  imploiments  that  are  on  you,  have 
contented  thenifelves  in  defireing,  as  opportunity  ftiall  pre- 
fent  and  as  Capt.  John  Leveret  whom  they  have  now  com- 
miftioned  as  theire  agent  ftiall  defire,  your  continued  help- 
fullnes  and  aftiftance  of  him  in  promoting  theire  affaires  with 
his  Highnes  the  Lord  Proteftor  and  his  honnorable  Coun- 
cell,  as  neede  ftiall  be,  whereof  they  hope  you  will  have  no 
caufe  to  repent,  not  being  willing  further  to  interrupt  you  in 
your  weighty  imployment,  the  profperity  whereof  is  the 
dayly  prayers  of.  Sir,  Your  obliged 

and  well-wiftiing  friends. 
Novemb.  1655.  Edw.  Rawfon,  Secretary. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  order  of  the  Generall  Court. 


Copy 
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[272]  Copy  of  the  General  Courts  CommifTion  to  Capt. 
John   Leverett,  Agent  for  them. 

The    Generall    Court    of    the    Maflachufetts  in 

x"      ^x  New  England  aflembled  at  Bofton  the  23d 

It  \  of  November  i6cc. 

/      Locus     \  ■'■> 

\       6      •    /      'Pq    Qm-   truftie    and    much  honoured    friend 
\-_-^  Captaine  John  Leverett. 

Jo.  Endicott,     TT  THEREAS  this  court  hath  chofen   and 
Gov.  VV     appointed    you    to   be  their  agent   in 

England  during  your  aboade  there :  You 
are  heereby  commiffioned  and  impowered  according  to  in- 
ftrudlions  heerewith  given  unto  you  to  appeare  for  us  and 
a6l  in  our  behalfe  in  all  matters  of  concernment  to  us,  be- 
fore his  Highnes  the  Lord  Protedor  of  the  Common 
Wealthes  of  England  Scotland  and  Ireland  and  his  honour- 
able Councill  there.  Given  at  Bofton  the  day  and  yeare 
above  written.  In  teftimonie  whereof  the  feale  of  this  col- 
onie  is  heereunto  affixed. 

By  the  Court,  Edward  Rawfon,  Secretary. 


The  General  Court's  Inftrudlions.^°° 

Inftruftions  for  our  truftie  and  much  honoured  friend  Capt. 
John  Leveret,  chofen  and  impowered  by  this  Court  as  our 
Agent  to  prefent  our  defires  to  his  Highnes,  or  Counfell 
of  State  in  England,  and  to  negotiate  our  affairs  there  as 
opportunitie  may  aiFord  or  emergencie  of  occafions  re- 
quire, according  to  the  enfuing  Inftrud;ions. 

I.  You 

200  The  original  is  in  the  library  of  the  Maflachufetts  Hiftorical  Society,     W 
Oa 
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i.'^/'OU  are  defired  to  take  the  firft  convenient opportunitie 
\_  to  prefent  the  letter  from  this  Court  (heerewith  de- 
livered) unto  his  Highnes.  And  upon  all  [273]  occafions 
to  let  his  Highnes  underftand  how  thankfullie  we  accept  and 
at  all  tymes  readilie  acknowledge  his  Highnes  favour  and 
clemencie  towards  us,  and  to  affure  him  of  our  reall  and 
fyncere  afFeftion  towards  his  Highnes  and  readines  upon  all 
occafions  to  be  ftrviceable  unto  him  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
power  and  abilitie. 

2.  You  are  alfo  requefted  to  informe  his  Highnes  of  a  let- 
ter fent  the  laft  yeare  to  Mr.  Window  to  be  prefented  unto 
his  Highnes,  and  that  it  is  our  humble  defire  to  know  if  his 
Highnes  received  it  (a  copy  whereof  we  have  heerewith 
delivered  you)  and  diligently  to  obferve  what  fenfe  his 
Highnes  fhall  be  pleafed  (of  himfelfe)  to  exprefle  concerning 
the  fame. 

3.  That  you  alfo  humbly  defire  on  our  behalfe  that  feeing 
our  former  agent  is  dead,  and  we  have  many  enemies  in  the 
world,  that  all  complaints  made  againfl:  us  by  one  or  other 
may  take  no  place  in  his  princely  breafl:,  but  be  fufpended 
from  all  beliefe  till  we  may  have  knowledge  thereof  and  op- 
portunitie to  anfwer  for  ourfelves. 

4.  If  peace  be  concluded  betwixt  England  and  France,  and 
the  French  fortes  in  thefe  partes  included  therein,  and  that 
you  finde  a  propenfitie  in  his  Highnes  to  gratifie  New  Eng- 
land with  the  fame,  that  you  improve  your  beft  interefl:  and 
opportunitie  for  the  obtayning  thereof,  provided  they  be  free 
from  charges  and  other  ingagements.  . 

5.  You  are  further  hereby  defired  humblie  to  move  his 
Highnes  that  this  countrie  may  have  the  opportunitie  to 
furnifii  his  fleet  at  Jamaica  with  provifions  of  wheat,  beef, 
pork,  &c.  to  the  value  often  or  twelve  thoufand  pounds  per 
annum,  for  bills  of  exchange  into   England,  according  to  his 

Highnes 
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Highnes  order,  and  to  promote  the  fetling  of  a  magazine 
heere  for  fupplying  the  Weft  India  fleete  as  occafion  may  re- 
quire. And  in  this  affaire,  if  you  fee  caufe  or  neede,  you 
may  improve  the  helpe  of  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Hopkins,  or  any 
other  friend  of  ours,  and  may  ingage  for  the  prices  to  our 
beft  advantage,  or  as  they  gave  the  laft  yeare. 

[274]  6.  If  any  complaint  be  made  by  Mr.  Rigby  concern- 
ing our  clayme  by  virtue  of  our  patent,  as  intrenching  upon 
what  he  calls  the  province  of  Ligoma,  you  may  for  the  prefent 
make  the  beft  anfwere  you  may,  for  the  reafons  expreft  in 
our  anfwere  given  Mr.  Cleaves  agent,  a  copie  whereof  we 
herewith  deliver  you,  which  if  it  fatisfie  not,  you  may  crave 
libertie  for  our  further  anfwere. 

By  the  court, 

Edward  Rawfon,  Secretary. 

Bofton  23d  of  November  1655. 


Copy  of  an  Addrefs  to  his  Highnefs  Oliver  Cromwell. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

MIDST  the  thronge  of  important  fuiters  and  oppreffing 


A' 


lultitude  of  occafions  of  high  concernment,  to  accept 
of  our  moft  humble  thankfull  acknowledgment  of  your  con- 
tinued favours  to  us  poor  exiles  in  thefe  utmoft  endes  of  the 
earth.  We  might  account  it  no  little  difadvantage  whileft 
others  having  nearer  accefle  to  your  highnefs,  and  thereby 
opportunitie  to  teftifie  their  zeale  for  your  fervice,  that  we 
by  our  diftance  fhould  be  difenabled  from  giving  any  other 
demonftration  than  an  anniverfary  acknowledgment  of  our 
obligation,  were  it  not  that  your  owne  goodnes  under  God 
were  the  fountaine  whence  all  thefe  ftreames  of  bountie  have 

been 
201  The  original  is  in  the  hbrary  of  the  Maflachufetts  Hiftorical  Society.     W. 
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been  derived  unto  us,  whereby  we  are  encouraged  to  hope  as 
we  have  good  caufe  to  befeech  for  the  continuance  thereof: 
The  want  whereof  would  be  moft  prejudicial!  if  not  deftruc- 
tive  to  this  colonie,  when  the  endeavours  of  fome  may  be  to 
mifinforme  your  highnes,  by  prefenting  complaints  againft 
us,  we  having  none  to  intercede  for  us  or  truely  to  reprefent 
unto  your  highnes  in  our  behalfe  :  The  confideration  whereof, 
were  not  God  our  gracious  father  m  the  Lord  Jefus,  would 
overwhelme  us  did  not  the  aflu[275]rance  of  your  highnes 
clemency  patience  and  Angular  afFedion  fupport  us  ;  But  that 
we  might  not  feeme  to  be  wanting  in  the  defence  of  our  owne 
innocencie,  nor  prefume  too  far  upon  your  highnes  indul- 
gence, we  have  defired  our  loving  and  honoured  friend  Capt. 
John  Leveret  to  give  your  highnes  a  true  account  of  all  our 
adtings  wherein  your  highnes  fhall  fee  caufe  to  require  fatis- 
fadion,  not  doubting  but  the  clearing  of  our  innocencie  will 
be  moft  acceptable  to  your  highnes,  being  confident  no  im- 
preffion  to  the  contrary  will  be  receaved,  before  we  have  had 
the  opportunitie  to  vindicate  the  fame  from  any  afperfions 
that  may  occafionallie  be  caft  upon  us.  We  dare  not  pre- 
fume further  to  detayne  your  highnes  from  the  care  of  your 
more  weightie  affaires,  the  profperous  fuccefle  whereof  is  the 
dayly  prayer  of 

Your  highnes  moft  humbly 

devoted  fervants, 

J.  Endecot,  Gov. 

R.  Bellingham,  D.  Gov. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Roger  Williams  Prelident 
of  Providence  Plantations,  to  the  General  Court  of 
Magiftrates  and  Deputies  affembled  atBofton. 

Providence  15.  91110.  55.  (fo  called) 

Much  honoured  Sir, 

TT  is  my  humble  and  earneft  petition  unto  God  and  you, 
X  that  you  may  fo  be  pleafed  to  exercife  command  over  your 
own  fpirits  that  you  may  not  mind  myfelfe  nor  the  Englilh 
of  thefe  parts  (unworthy  with  myfelf  of  your  eye)  but  only 
that  face  of  equitie  (Englifh  and  chriftian)  which  I  humbly 
hope  may  appeare  in  thefe  reprefentations  following. 

[276]  Firft,  May  it  pleafe  you  to  remember,  that  con- 
cerning the  town  of  Warwick  (in  this  colonic)  there  lies  a 
fuite  of  £.2000  damages  againfl:  you  before  his  highnes  and 
the  lords  of  his  councell,  I  doubt  not  if'  you  fo  pleafe  but 
that  (as  Mr.  Winflow  and  myfelf  had  well  nigh  ordered  it) 
fome  gentlemen  from  yourfelves  and  fome  from  Warwick 
deputed,  may  friendly  and  eafily  determine  that  aflkir  be- 
tweene  you. 

Secondly,  The  Indians  which  pretend  your  name  at  War- 
wick and  Pawtuxet  (and  yet  live  as  barbaroufly  if  not  more 
than  any  in  the  country)  pleafe  you  to  know  their  infolences 
upon  ourfelves  and  cattell  (unto  £.20  dammages  per  annum) 
are  infufFerable  by  Englilh  fpirits  ;  and  pleafe  you  to  give 
credence  that  to  all  thefe  they  pretend  your  name  and  affirme 
that  they  dare  not  (for  offending  you)  agree  with  us,  nor  come 
to  rules  of  righteous  neighbourhood,  only  they  know 
you  favour  us  not  and  therefore  fend  us  for  redrefle  unto 
you 

Thirdly,  Concerning  four  Englilh  families  at  Pawtuxet, 
may  it  pleafe  you  to  remember  that  two  controverfies  they 
have  long  (under  your  name)  maintained  with  us,  to  a  con- 
ftant  obftrufting  of  all  order  and  authoritie  amongft  us. 

To 
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To  our  complaint  about  our  lands  they  lately  have  profeft 
a  willingnes  to  arbitrate,  but  to  obey  his  highnes  authoritie 
in  this  charter,  they  fay,  they  dare  not  for  your  fakes,  though 
they  live  not  by  your  lawes,  nor  bear  your  common  charges, 
nor  ours,  but  evade  both  under  colour  of  your  authoritie. 

Honoured  Sirs,  I  cordially  profefTe  it  before  the  moft  high, 
that  I  believe  it,  if  not  only  they  but  ourfelves  and  all  the 
whole  country,  by  joint  confent,  were  fubjeil  to  your  govern- 
ment, it  might  be  a  rich  mercy  ;  but  as  things  yet  are,  and 
fince  it  pleafed  firfi:  the  parliament,  and  then  the  lord  admirall 
and  committee  for  foraigne  plantations,  and  fince  the  coun- 
cell  of  ftate,  and  laftly  the  lord  protedor  and  his  councell,  to 
continue  us  as  a  diftinft  colonic,  yea  and  fince  it  hath  pleafed 
yourfelves  by  publick  letters  and  references  to  us  from  your 
publick  courts  to  owne  [277]  the  authoritie  of  his  Highnes 
amongft  us  ;  be  pleafed  to  confider  hdw  unfuitable  it  is  for 
yourfelves  (if  thefe  families  at  Pawtuxet  plead  truth)  to  be 
the  obftruders  of  all  orderly  proceedings  amongft  us  ;  for  I 
humbly  appeale  to  your  owne  wifdomes  and  experience  how 
unlikely  it  is  for  a  people  to  be  compelled  to  order  and  com- 
mon charges,  when  others  in  their  bofoms  are  by  fuch  (feem- 
ing)  partialitie  exempted  from  both. 

And  therefore  (lafl:ly)  be  pleafed  to  know,  that  there  are 
(upon  the  point)  but  two  families  which  are  fo  obfl:ru6tive 
and  deftrudlive  to  an  equall  proceeding  of  civill  order  amongft 
us  ;  for  one  of  thefe  4  families,  Stephen  Arnold,  defires  to 
be  uniformewith  us;  afecond  Zacharie  Rhodes,  being  in  the 
way  of  dipping  is  (potentially)  banifhed  by  you.  Only 
Wm.  Arnold  and  Wm.  Carpenter  (very  far  allfo  in  religion 
from  you,  if  you  knew  all)  they  have  fo  me  coulour,  yet  in  a 
late  conference  they  all  plead  that  all  the  obftacle  is  their 
offending  of  yourfelves. 

Fourthly,  whereas  (I  humbly  conceave)  with  the  people  of 
this  colonic  your  commerce  is  as  great  as  with  any  in  the 
countrey,  and  our  dangers  (being  a  frontier   people   to    the 

Barbarians) 
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Barbarians)  are  greater  than  thofe  of  other  colonies,  and  the 
ill  confequences  to  yourfelves  would  be  not  a  few  nor  fmall, 
and  to  the  whole  land,  were  we  firft  maflacred  or  maftered  by 
them.  I  pray  your  asquall  and  favourable  reflection  upon 
that  your  law  which  prohibits  us  to  buy  of  you  all  meanes  of 
out  neceflary  defence  of  our  lives  and  families  (yea  in  this 
mofl  bloudy  and  maflacring  time.) 

We  are  informed  that  tickets  have  rarely  bene  denied  to 
any  Englifh  of  the  country  ;  yea  the  barbarians  tho'  notori- 
ous in  lyes)  if  they  profefle  fubjedtion,  they  are  furniflied  : 
Only  ourfelves,  by  former  and  later  denyall,  feem  to  be  de- 
voted to  be  the  Indian  fhambles  and  mafTacres. 

The  barbarians  all  the  land  over  are  filled  with  artillerie 
and  ammunition  from  the  Dutch,  openly  and  horridly,  and 
from  all  the  Englifh  over  the  country  (by  ftealth)  I  know 
they  abound  fo  wonderfully,  that  their  adtivitie  and  infolencie 
is  grown  fo  high,  that  they  dayly  confult  and  [278]  hope 
and  threaten  to  render  us  (laves,  as  they  long  fince  (and  now 
moft  horribly)  have  made  the  Dutch. 

For  myfelfe  (as  through  Gods  goodnefs)  I  have  refufed 
the  gaine  of  thoufands  by  fuch  a  murtherous  trade,  and  think 
no  law  yet  extant  amongfl:  yourfelves  or  us  fecure  enough 
againfl;  fuch  a  villainie  ;  fo  am  I  loath  to  fee  fo  many  hun- 
dreds (if  not  fome  thoufands)  in  this  colonic  defliroyed  like 
fools  and  beafts  without  refiftance :  I  grieve  that  fo  much 
bloud  fliould  cry  againfl:  yourfelves,  yea  and  I  grieve  thiit  (at 
this  inftant  by  thefe  fliips)  this  cry  and  the  premifes  fliould 
now  trouble  his  highnes  and  his  councell.  For  the  feafona- 
ble  preventing  of  which  is  this  humble  addrefs  prefented  to 
your  wifdome,  by  him  who  defires  to  be 
Your  unfeigned 

and  faithful  fervant, 

Roger  Williams, 
of  Providence  plantations,  prefident. 

Hon. 
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Hon.  Sirs,  Since  my  letter,  it  comes  into  my  heart  to  pray 
your  leave  to  add  a  word  as  to  myfelfe,  viz.  At  my  laft 
returne  from  England  I  prefented  your  then  honoured 
governor,  Mr.  Bellingham,  with  an  order  of  the  lords  of 
the  councell  for  my  free  taking  fhip  or  landing  at  your 
parts,  unto  which  it  pleafed  Mr.  Bellingham  to  fend  me  his 
aflent  in  writing.  I  humbly  crave  the  recording  of  it  by 
yourfelves,  leaft  forgetfullnes  hereafter  againe  put  me  upon 
fuch  diftrefles  as,  God  knows,  I  fufFered  when  I  laft  paft 
through  your  colonic  to  our  native  country. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from    Providence    Plantations  to  the 
General  Court  of  the  MafTachufetts. 

Providence,  12.  3.  ^6.  (fo  called) 

MAY  it  pleafe  this  much  honoured  aflembly  to  remem- 
ber that,  as  an  officer  and  in  the  name  of  Providence 
Colonic,  I  prefented  you  with  our  humble  re[279]quefts  be- 
fore winter,  unto  which  not  receaving  anfwer  I  addrefled  my- 
felfe this  fpring  to  your  much  honoured  Governor,  who  was 
pleafed  to  advife  our  fending  of  fome  of  Providence  to  your 
aflembly. 

Honoured  Sirs,  our  firft  requeft  (in  fhort)  was  and  is,  for 
your  favorable  confideration  of  the  long  and  lamentable  con- 
dition of  the  town  of  Warwick,  which  hath  been  thus.  They 
are  fo  dangeroufly  and  fo  vexatioufly  intermingled  with  the 
Barbarians,  that  I  have  long  admired  the  wonderfull  power 
of  God  in  reftraining  and  preventing  very  great  fires,  of  mu- 
tuall  flaughters,  breaking  forth  betweene  them. 

Your  wifdomes  know  the  inhumane  infultations  of  thefe 
wild  creatures,  and  you  may  be  pleafed  alfo  to  imagine,  that 
they  have  not  bene  (paring  of  your  name  as  the  patron  of  all 
their  wickednes  againft  our  Englifti  men,  women  and  children, 
and  cattle  to  the  yearely  dammage  of  60,   80  and  100/. 

The 
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The  remedie  is  (under  God)  only  your  pleafure  that 
Pumhani  fhall  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  towne  or  col- 
onie,  and  that  fome  convenient  way  and  time  be  fet  for  their 
removal!. 

And  that  your  wifdomes  may  fee  juft  grounds  for  fuch 
your  willingnefs,  be  pleafed  to  be  informed  of  a  realitie  of  a 
iblemne  covenant  betweene  this  town  of  Warwick  and  Pum- 
ham,  unto  which,  notwithftanding  that  he  pleads  his  being 
drawne  to  it  by  the  awe  of  his  fuperiour  Sachims,  yet  I  hum- 
bly offer  that  what  was  done  was  according  to  the  law  and 
tenour  of  the  natives  (I  take  it)  in  all  New  England  and 
America,  viz.  that  the  inferiour  Sachims  and  fubjeds  fhall 
plant  and  remove  at  the  pleafure  of  the  higheft  and  fupreme 
Sachims,  and  I  humbly  conceave  that  it  pleafeth  the  Moll 
High  and  only  Wife  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  a  bond  of  authori- 
tie  over  them,  without  which  they  could  not  long  fubfift  in 
humane  focieties,  in  this  wild  condition  wherein  they  are. 

1.  Pleafe  you  not  to  be  infenfible  of  the  (lipperie  and  dan- 
gerous condition  of  this  their  intermingled  cohabita-[28o] 
tion.  I  am  humbly  confident,  that  all  the  Englifh  towns 
and  plantations  in  all  New-England  put  together  fuffer  not 
fuch  moleflation  from  the  natives  as  this  one  towne  and 
people.  It  is  fo  great  and  fo  oppreffive  that  I  have  dayly 
feared  the  tidings  of  fome  publicke  fire  and  mifchief. 

3.  Be  pleafed  to  review  this  copie  from  the  lord  admirall 
and  that  this  Englifh  towne  of  Warwick  fhould  proceede, 
alfo  that  if  any  of  yours  were  there  planted  they  fhould  by 
your  authoritie  be  removed.  And  we  humbly  conceave  that 
if  the  Englifh  (whofe  removes  are  difficult  and  chargeable) 
how  much  more  thefe  wild  ones,  who  remove  with  little 
more  trouble  and  dammage  than  the  wild  beaflis  of  the  wil- 
dernes. 

4.  Pleafe  you  to  be  informed  that  this  fmall  neck  (where- 
in they  keepe  and  mingle  fields  with  the  Englifh)  is  a  very 
den  of  wickednes,  where   they  not   only   pradlice   the   horrid 

Pa  barbarifms 
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barbarifms  of  all  kind  of  whoredoms,  idolatries  and  conjura- 
tions, but  living  without  all  exercife  of  acftual  authoritie,  and 
getting  ftore  of  liquors  (to  our  griefe)  there  is  a  confluence 
and  rendezvous  of  all  the  wildeft  and  moft  licentious  natives 
and  practices  of  the  whole  country. 

5.  Befide  fatisfadtion  to  Pumham  and  the  former  inhabi- 
tants of  this  neck,  there  is  a  competitour  who  muft  allfo  be 
fatisfied,  another  Sachim,  one  Nawwafhawfuck,  who  (living 
with  Oufamaquin)  layes  claime  to  this  place,  and  are  at  dayly 
fewd  with  Pumham  (to  my  knowledge)  about  the  title  and 
loidfhip  of  it.      Hoftility  is  daily  threatned. 

Our  fecond  requeft  concerns  i  or  3  Englifli  families  at  Paw- 
tuxet  who,  "before  our  charter,  fubjefted  themfelves  unto  your 
jurifdiftion.  It  is  true  there  are  many  grievances  betweene 
many  of  the  towne  of  Providence  and  them,  and  thefe  I 
humbly  conceave  may  beft  be  ordered  to  be  compofed  by 
reference. 

But  (2)  we  have  formerly  made  our  addrefTes  and  now 
doe  for  your  prudent  removall  of  this  great  and  long  ob- 
ftrudion  to  all  due  order  and  regular  proceedings  among 
us,  viz.  the  refufall  of  thefe  families  (pretending  your 
name)to  conforme  with  us  unto  his  Highnes  authoritie 
amongft  us. 

[281]  3.  Your  wifedomes  experimentally  know  how  apt 
men  are  to  ftumble  at  fuch  an  exemption  from  all  duties  and 
fervices,  from  all  rates  and  charges  either  with  yourfelves 
or  us. 

4.  This  obftrudion  is  fo  great  and  conftant,  that  (without 
your  prudent  removall  of  it)  it  is  impoflible  that  either  his 
Highnes  or  yourfelves  can  exped  fuch  fatisfadtion  and  ob- 
fervance  from  us  as  we  defire  to  render. 

Laftly,  as  before,  we  promifed  fatisfaftion  to  the  natives  at 
Warwick  (and  fhallall  poffible  ways  endeavour  their  content) 
fo  we  humbly  offer  as  to  thefe  our  countrymen,  Firft  as  to 
grievances  depending,  that  references  may  fettle  them,  adly. 

For 
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For  the  future,  the  way  will  be  open  for  their  enjoyment  of 
votes  and  privileges,  of  choofing  or  being  chofen  to  any  office 
in  towne  or  colonic. 

Our  third  requeft  is  for  your  favourable  leave  to  us  to  buy 
of  your  merchants  fower  or  more  barrells  of  powder  yearely, 
with  fome  convenient  proportion  of  artillerie,  confideringour 
hazardous  frontier  fituation  to  thefe  Barbarians,  who  from 
their  abundant  fupply  of  armes  from  the  Dutch  (and  perfidi- 
ous Englilh  all  the  land  over)  are  full  of  our  artillerie,  which 
hath  rendered  them  exceedingly  infolent,  provoking  and 
threatning,  efpecially  the  inlanders  which  have  their  fupply 
from  the  fort  of  Aurania.  We  have  bene  efteemed  by  fome 
of  you  as  your  thornie  hedge  on  this  fids  of  you  :  If  fo,  yet 
an  hedge  to  be  maintained  :  If  as  our  fentinells,  yet  not  to  be 
difcouraged.  And  if  there  be  a  jealoufie  of  the  ill  ufe  of  fuch 
a  favour,  pleafe  you  to  be  afllired  that  a  credible  perfon  in 
each  towne  fhall  have  the  difpofe  and  managing  of  iuch  fup- 
plies  according  to  the  true  intent  and  purpofe. 

For  the  obtaining  of  thefe  our  jufl;  and  neceflary  petitions 
we  have  no  inducement  or  hope  from  ourfelves  ;  only  we 
pray  you  to  remember  that  the  matters  prayed  are  no  way  dif- 
honourable  to  yourfelves  and  we  humbly  conceave  doe 
greatly  promote  the  honour  and  pleafure  of  his  Highnes,  yea 
of  the  Moft  High  allfo,  and  laftly,  fuch  [282]  kindnefl^es  will 
be  obligations  on  us  to  fl:udie  to  declare  ourfelves,  upon  all 
occafions,  Your  mofl:  humble  and 

faythfull  fervants. 
Roger  Williams,  Prefident. 
In  the  name  and   by  the   appointment  of 
Providence  Colony. 

Honoured  Gentlemen, 

I  pray  your  patience  to  one  word  relating  to  myfelfe  only. 
Whereas,  upon  an  order  from  the  Lords  of  his  Highnes 
Councell,  for  my   future  fecuritle   in   taking    fhip    and 

landing 
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landing  in  your  ports,  it  pleafed  your  honoured  then 
Governor  Mr.  Bellingham  to  obey  that  order  under  his 
owne  hand,  I  now  pray  the  confirmation  of  it  from 
one  word  of  this  honoured  court  aflembled. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from    Mr.    Roger    Williams  to   the 
General   Court. 

Bofton  17.  3.  56.  (fo  called) 
May  it  pleafe  this  much  honoured  Aflembly, 

I  Do  humbly  hope  that  your  owne  breafts  and  the  publicke 
fhall  reap  the  fruit  of  your  great  gentlenes  and  patience 
in  thefe  barbarous  tranfadions,  and  I  do  cordially  promife 
for  my  felfe  (and  all  I  can  perfwade  with)  to  ftudie  gratitude 
and  faythfulnes  to  your  fervice.  I  have  debated  with  Pum- 
ham  (and  fome  of  the  natives  helping  with  me)  who  fhewed 
him  the  vexatious  life  he  lives  in,  your  great  refped;  and  care 
toward  him,  by  which  he  may  abundantly  mend  himfelfe 
and  be  united  in  fome  convenience  unto  their  neighbourhood 
and  your  fervice  :  But  I  humbly  conceave  in  his  cafe  that 
dies  et  quies  Janant  hominem,  and  he  muft  have  fome  longer 
breathing,  for  he  tells  me  that  the  appearance  of  this  com- 
petitour  Nawwufhawfuck  hath  ftabd  him  :  May  you  there- 
fore pleafe  to  [283]  grant  him  and  me  fome  longer  time  of 
conference,  either  untill  your  next  generall  aflembling,  or 
longer  at  your  pleafures. 

My  other  requefts  I  fhall  not  be    importune    to  prefle  on 
your  great  affaires,  but  fhall  make   my   addreffe    unto   your 
fecretarie  to  receave  by  him  your  pleafure. 
Honoured  Gentlemen, 
Your  humble  and  thankfull  fervant, 

R.  W. 
Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  and  Magiftrates 
of  the  Maflachufets  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  united 
Colonies,  and  the  Proceedings  thereon.''"' 

Honored  Gentlemen, 

THE  remembrance  of  the  folemne  covenants  and  prom- 
ifes  the  united  colonies  (in  the  beginning  of  their  com- 
bination) made  one  with  another,  not  only  to  ftrengthen  the 
hearts  and  hands  each  of  other  in  appointing  and  maintaine- 
ing  of  religion  in  its  purity,  but  alfo  to  be  affifting  each  to 
other  where  any  deficiency  in  fuch  refpeits  may  appear,  hath 
putt  us  upon  the  purfuance  of  our  endeavours  to  difcharge 
our  duties  in  defireing  you  to  confider  of  fome  fuch  meete 
way  and  expedient,  as  where  any  defecS  appeares  in  any  colony 
in  the  right  improvement  of  fuch  meanes  and  ordinances  as 
the  Lord  hath  appointed  all  his  to  ufe  and  improve  for  the 
edification  of  the  body  whereof  Chrift  is  the  head,  till  his 
fecond  coming. 

Having  heard  fome  time  fince,  that  our  neighbour  colony 
of  Plymouth,  our  beloved  brethren,  in  a  great  part,  feeme  to 
be  wanting  to  themfelves  in  a  due  acknowledgment  and  in- 
couragement  to  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpell,  fo  as  many  pyous 
minifters  of  the  gofpell  have  (how  juftly  we  know  not)  de- 
ferred their  ftations,  callings  and  relations  :  Ourdefire  is  that 
fome  fuch  courfe  may  be  taken,  as  that  a  [284]  pyous  ortho- 
dox miniftry  may  be  reflated  amongft  them,  that  fo  the  flood 
of  errors  and  principles  of  anarchy  (which  will  not  long  be 
kept  out  where  Satan  and  his  inftruments  are  fo  prevalent  as* 
to  prevaile  to  the  crying  downe  of  miniftry  and  minifters) 
may  be  prevented. 

Here  hath  arrived  amongft  us  feverall  perfons  profeffing 
themfelves  Quakers,  fitt  inftruments  to  propagate  the  king- 
dom of  Satan  ;  for  the  fecuring  of  ourfelves  and  our  neigh- 
bours from  fuch  pefts  wee  have  imprifoned  them  till  they  be 
difpatched  away  to  the  place  from  whence  they  came,  one  of 

which 
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which,  Richard  Smith,  wee  have  lett  out  of  prifon  to  returne 
to  his  family  at  Southampton,  whome  wee  hope  and  doubt 
not  but  our  neighbours  of  Connedtlcut  well  be  caretuU  fo  to 
order  it  as  he  may  doe  the  leaft  prejudice.  As  alfo  that 
fome  generall  rules  may  be  commended  to  the  feverall  jurif- 
didlions  for  the  fettling  of  government  amongft  the  Indians  ; 
that  a  generall  law  may  alfo  be  commended  to  the  generall 
court  to  prohibit  the  fale  of  horfes  to  Indians,  or  to  tranfport 
any  mares  beyond  the  feas  to  Barbadoes  or  otherwaife,  cm  a 
fevere  penaltie,  and  that  fome  generall  rules  may  be  alfo 
commended  to  each  generall  court  to  prevent  the  comeing  in 
amongft  us,  from  forraigne  places  fuch  notorious  heretickes  as 
Quakers,  Ranters,  &c.  and  that  ftrong  waters  to  the  Indians 
in  all  the  jurifdiftions  maybe  forbidden,  that  the  name  of 
God  be  not  difhonoured.  Not  elfe  but  our  beft  refpefts  to 
you  and  earneft  defires  that  the  bleffing  of  the  Almighty  may 
be  on  all  your  indeavours. 

•    Gentlemen,  Your  affured  friends, 

Edw.  Rav\fon,  fecretary. 
In  the  name  and  by  the  order 
Bofton,  2d  Sept.  1656.  of  the  generall  court. 


THE  Commiffioners-°- haveing  confidered  the  premiffes, 
cannot  but  acknowledge  the  godly  care  and  zeale  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Maffachufetts  to  uphold  and  main[285]taine 
thofe  profefTed  ends  of  comeing  into  thefe  parts,  and  of  com- 
jbination  of  the  united  colonies,  which  if  not  attended  in  the 
particulars  aforefaid  will  be  rendered  wholly  fruftrate,  our 
profeffion  miferably  fcandelifed,  ourfelves  become  a  reproach 
in  the  eyes  of  thofe  that  cannot  without  admiration  behold 
our  fuddaine  defedion  from  our  firft  principles  ;  wee  cannot 
therefore  but  with  all  earneftnes  commend  it  to  the  wifedome 
and  juftice  of  the  feverall  jurifdidions  to  take  efFedtual  care 
and  make  anfwerable  provifion,  that  religion  and  the  ordin- 
ances 
202  This  is  printed  in  the  Plymouth  Records,  x,  156.     W. 
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ances  of  Chrift  profefled  may  be  upheld  and  maintained, 
which  cannot  be  but  by  a  due  incouragement  of  an  able  or- 
thodox miniftry,  a  difcountenanceing  of  that  which  is  hetro- 
dox  and  an  efFeduall  courfe  to  keepe  out  heretickes,  the  great 
engines  of  Satan  (in  thefe  times)  to  overthrow  the  trueth, 
and  becaufe  this  bufines  is  of  fuch  high  concernment  to  all, 
wee  fhall  more  particularly  impart  our  thoughts  to  ferious 
confideration. 

I.  Firft,  wee  caimot  (without  breach  of  charitie)  but  take 
it  for  a  thing  graunted  generally  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
united  colonies,  that  an  able  orthodox  miniftry  is  a  precious 
fruite  of  Chrift's  death,  refurreftion  and  afcenfion,  and  necefT- 
ary  for  the  fpiritual  good  of  his  people,  and  to  be  duely 
fought  after  in  every  fociety  or  townfhip  within  the  feveral  ju- 
rifdidions. 

1.  And  fecondly,  that  a  competent  maintenance  propor- 
tionable to  the  abilitie  of  the  place  and  the  neceffitie  of  the 
minifter  is.a  debt  of  juftice  not  charitie 

3.  Hence  thirdly,  the  minifter  may  juftly  expeft  it  from 
that  fociety  and  townftiip  wherein  he  labours. 

4.  The  reference  or  relation  of  a  minifter  being  to  the 
whole  focietie  joyntly,  whether  in  church  order  or  not,  his 
expeftation  of  maintenance,  and  the  debt  of  juftice,  is  from 
the  whole  focietie  joyntly. 

5.  Although  the  focietie  may  according  to  their  difcretion 
ufe  divers  wayes  to  raife  this  maintenance,  yet  if  the  wayes 
be  ineffe6tual   (though  the  defeft  m:iy  be  in  fome  particular 

perfons)  the  focietie  cannot  be  difcharged,  but  is  the  debtor. 

[286]  6.  The  ingagement  being  upon  the  focietie,  and  that 
according  to  religion  and  right  reafon,  it  neceflarily  follows 
that  the  fociety  be  enabled  with  fufficient  power  to  difcharge 
i'tfelfe. 

7.  Therefore  the  generall  court  fhould  declare  fuch  a  power 
to  be  in  fuch  focieties,  that  there  may  be  no  pretence  in  them 
for  want  there  of,  and  if  any  focietie  or  townftiip  ftiall  be  want- 
ing, either  out  of  negledl   or   opinion,  to  procure  and  main- 

tane 
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taine  as  above  faid  an  orthodoxe  miniftry  according  to  the 
gofpell,  wee  conceive  (by  the  rules  of  fcripture  and  the  prac- 
tife  not  only  of  all  chriftian  governments  but  even  of  heathen 
who  not  only  held  their  facra  in  veneration  but  tooke  care 
of  thofe  that  had  the  keeping  of  them  and  the  charge'of  mak- 
ing knowne  their  mifteries)  the  feverall  generall  courts  ftand 
charged  with  the  care  that  the  people  profeffing  chriftianitie 
owne  and  live  according  to  rules  and  ordinances  of  their  pro- 
feflion,  and  that  the  difpenfers  of  them  be  incouraged  as 
aforefaid.  The  maintenance  of  the  miniftry  being  a  debt  of 
juftice  from  the  focietie  and  the  focietie  impowered  to  dif- 
charge  it,  if  any  particular  perfon  fhall  be  defedlive  to  the  fo- 
cietie they  ought  to  be  ordered  by  the  ordinary  courfe  of  juftice. 

Thefe  generalls  we  thought  meete  to  propofe,  from  whence 
wee  leave  to  the  wifdome  of  the  generall  court  to  draw  up 
fuch  conclufions  and  orders  as  may  attaine  the  end  defired. 
And  if  any  of  the  members  of  the  faid  court  ftiould  not  con- 
cur (at  prefent)  with  our  apprehenfions,  wee  doe  earneftly 
defire  that  by  all  meanes  they  would  labour  to  informe  and 
fatisfy  themfelves  of  the  trueth  of  the  particulars  abovefaid, 
whereof  wee  (for  our  parts)  have  noe  doubt.  Wee  doe  fur- 
ther propofe  to  the  feverall  generall  courts  that  all  Quakers, 
Ranters,  and  other  notorious  heretickes  be  prohibited  come- 
ing  into  the  united  colonies  and  if  any  fhall  hereafter  come  or 
arrife  amongft  us,  that  they  be  forthwith  fecured  or  removed 
out  of  all  thejurifdiftions.  That  fome  fafe  provifion  be  made 
againft  felling  or  giving  ftrong  lyquors  to  the  Indians  with- 
out particular  and  expreffe  licence  from  fome  magi[287]ftrate, 
or  other  officer  thereunto  deputed,  and  that  upon  fome  weighty 
caufe  or  exigent.  And  that  noe  horfe  or  mare,  young  or  old, 
be  fould  to  any  Indian,  under  the  penaltie  of  five  for  one. 

And  as  to  the  reftrainte  of  fending  forth  or  tranfporting, 
that  each  jurifdiaion  be  left  to  theire  libertie.  [And  alfoe  that 
noe  boates  barques  or  any  tackling  belonging  thereunto  bee 
fould  to  any  Indian  under  the  penaltie  of  five  for  one.]^°3 

■jo:;  Xhe  claufe  in  brackets  is  added  from  the  printed  copy  of  the  Plymouth 
Records.      W. 
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